
 

 
He Has Given You the Keys to His Kingdom 

 
Matthew 16:13-20  

When Jesus came to Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples this question: “What 
are the people saying about me, the Son of Man? Who do they believe I am?” They 

answered, “Some are convinced you are John the Baptizer, others say you are Elijah 
reincarnated, or Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” “But you—who do you say that I 
am?” Jesus asked. Simon Peter spoke up and said, “You are the Anointed One, the 

Son of the living God!” Jesus replied, “You are favored and privileged Simeon, son of 
Jonah! For you didn’t discover this on your own, but my Father in heaven has 

supernaturally revealed it to you. I give you the name Peter, a stone. And this truth 
of who I am will be the bedrock foundation on which I will build my church—my 

legislative assembly, and the power of death will not be able to overpower it! I will 
give you the keys of heaven’s kingdom realm to forbid on earth that which is 

forbidden in heaven, and to release on earth that which is released in heaven.” He 
then gave his disciples strict orders not to tell anyone that he was God’s Anointed 

One. 
 
In the midst of all the world’s opinions Peter acknowledges, “You are the Christ, the 
Son of the Living God!” Now that you have acknowledged who Jesus is to you, and 
who you are because of Him, this true understanding sets the foundation for Jesus to 
build His church and give you the keys to lock and unlock Heaven’s Kingdom Realm. 

 
Activation – Unlock Heaven in Your Life 

 
1 Corinthians 10:14 

Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 
 
Jesus is saying that He is going to give you the keys to unlock Heaven and the power 
of death cannot prevail! Death doesn’t hold your marriage, relationships, finances, or 
any other aspect of your life hostage. Jesus makes it clear that His church will not be 
a religious system, but something that would set people free. In today's day and age, 
idolatry is different than worshiping statues. Anything you look to as a source of 
power, security, or comfort has the potential to be an idol in your life (i.e. money).  



 
Today, ask the Holy Spirit to show you anything that you are looking to as a source of 
power, security, or comfort other than Jesus. Then, like Peter, declare Jesus as Lord 
over that area in your life and unlock Heaven in your circumstances.  
 
Father, thank You for establishing Jesus as my Savior and my Lord. Holy Spirit, 
search my heart and show me any area that I am finding comfort, security, or power 
anywhere other than in Jesus. Today, I submit that area to Jesus. I repent, turn, and 
look to Jesus as my source of power, comfort, and security. Thank You Jesus for 
being all that I need. 
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