
HEARING GOD 

Recognizing His Voice in Your Life 

PART V: HINDRANCES TO HEARING GOD 

 

John 10:1-5 

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but 

climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters by the 

door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear 

his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 And when he 

brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know 

his voice. 5 Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do 

not know the voice of strangers.”  

 

John 10:16 

And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will 

hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.  

 

John 10:27 

My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.  

 

TEN HINDRANCES TO HEARING GOD 

 

1. UNCONFESSED SIN 

 

Isaiah 59:1-2 

Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, that it 

cannot hear. 2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have 

hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear. 

 

Psalm 66:18 

If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear. 

 



Psalm 90:8 

You have set our iniquities before You, Our secret sins in the light of Your countenance. 

 

1 John 1:9 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

2. REBELLION TO GOD’S PRIOR COMMUNICATION 

 

Proverbs 1:24-33 

Because I have called and you refused, I have stretched out my hand and no one 

regarded, 25 Because you disdained all my counsel, And would have none of my rebuke, 

26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your terror comes, 27 When your 

terror comes like a storm, And your destruction comes like a whirlwind, When distress 

and anguish come upon you. 28 "Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; They will 

seek me diligently, but they will not find me. 29 Because they hated knowledge  And did 

not choose the fear of the LORD, 30 They would have none of my counsel And despised 

my every rebuke. 31 Therefore they shall eat the fruit of their own way, And be filled to 

the full with their own fancies. 32 For the turning away of the simple will slay them, And 

the complacency of fools will destroy them; 33 But whoever listens to me will dwell safely, 

And will be secure, without fear of evil." 

 

3. SELECTIVE OBEDIENCE 

 

1 Samuel 15:18-23 

Now the LORD sent you on a mission, and said, "Go, and utterly destroy the sinners, the 

Amalekites, and fight against them until they are consumed.' 19 Why then did you not 

obey the voice of the LORD? Why did you swoop down on the spoil, and do evil in the 

sight of the LORD?" 20 And Saul said to Samuel, "But I have obeyed the voice of the 

LORD, and gone on the mission on which the LORD sent me, and brought back Agag 

king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 21 But the people took of the 

plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the things which should have been utterly 

destroyed, to sacrifice to the LORD your God in Gilgal." 22 So Samuel said: "Has the 



LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the 

LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.  

23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 

Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also has rejected you from being 

king."  

 

4. LACK OF RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD 

 

John 3:7-8 

Do not marvel that I said to you, "You must be born again.' 8The wind blows where it 

wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it 

goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit." 

 

Jeremiah 29:11-13 

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and 

not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon Me and go and pray 

to Me, and I will listen to you. 13 And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for 

Me with all your heart. 

 

Proverbs 8:17 

I love those who love me, And those who seek me diligently will find me.  

 

Matthew 7:7-8 

Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 

you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks 

it will be opened. 

 

Revelation 3:16 

So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My 

mouth. 

 

5. IDOLATRY 

 



Exodus 20:3 

“You shall have no other gods before Me.” 

 

Ezekiel 14:2-5 

And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 3 "Son of man, these men have set up 

their idols in their hearts, and put before them that which causes them to stumble into 

iniquity. Should I let Myself be inquired of at all by them? 4 Therefore speak to them, and 

say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: Everyone of the house of Israel who sets up his 

idols in his heart, and puts before him what causes him to stumble into iniquity, and then 

comes to the prophet, I the LORD will answer him who comes, according to the 

multitude of his idols, 5 that I may seize the house of Israel by their heart, because they 

are all estranged from Me by their idols.’” 

 

Matthew 6:33 

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be 

added to you. 

 

6. PRESUMPTION 

 

Proverbs 1:20-28 

Wisdom calls aloud outside; She raises her voice in the open squares. 21 She cries out in 

the chief concourses, At the openings of the gates in the city She speaks her words: 22 

"How long, you simple ones, will you love simplicity? For scorners delight in their 

scorning, And fools hate knowledge. 23 Turn at my rebuke; Surely I will pour out my spirit 

on you; I will make my words known to you. 24 Because I have called and you refused, I 

have stretched out my hand and no one regarded, 25 Because you disdained all my 

counsel, And would have none of my rebuke, 26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will 

mock when your terror comes, 27 When your terror comes like a storm, And your 

destruction comes like a whirlwind, When distress and anguish come upon you. 28 "Then 

they will call on me, but I will not answer; They will seek me diligently, but they will not 

find me. 

 

7. LIMITING GOD’S RESPONSE 

 



8. MISTREATING OTHERS / UNFORGIVENESS 

 

Isaiah 58:6-11 

"Is this not the fast that I have chosen: To loose the bonds of wickedness, To undo the 

heavy burdens, To let the oppressed go free, And that you break every yoke? 7 Is it not 

to share your bread with the hungry, And that you bring to your house the poor who are 

cast out; When you see the naked, that you cover him, And not hide yourself from your 

own flesh? 8 Then your light shall break forth like the morning, Your healing shall spring 

forth speedily, And your righteousness shall go before you; The glory of the LORD shall 

be your rear guard. 9 Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; You shall cry, and 

He will say, "Here I am.' "If you take away the yoke from your midst, The pointing of the 

finger, and speaking wickedness, 10 If you extend your soul to the hungry And satisfy the 

afflicted soul, Then your light shall dawn in the darkness, And your darkness shall be as 

the noonday. 11 The LORD will guide you continually, And satisfy your soul in drought, 

And strengthen your bones; You shall be like a watered garden, And like a spring of 

water, whose waters do not fail. 

 

Ephesians 4:29-32 

Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary 

edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of 

God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness, wrath, 

anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 32 And be kind to 

one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you. 

 

1 Peter 3:7 

Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to 

the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may 

not be hindered. 

 

9. SPIRITUAL PRIDE 

 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 



And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn 

in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above 

measure. 8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart 

from me. 9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made 

perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the 

power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in 

reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am 

weak, then I am strong. 

 

James 4:6 

But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "God resists the proud, But gives grace to 

the humble." 

 

10. UNBELIEF 

 

Hebrews 11:6 

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe 

that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:7 

For we walk by faith, not by sight. 

 

John 4:24 

God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth. 

 


