
HERE, WE UPSET THE WORLD! 

 

Acts 17:1-9 

Paul and Silas then traveled through the towns of Amphipolis and Apollonia and came to 

Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As was Paul’s custom, he went to 

the synagogue service, and for three Sabbaths in a row he used the Scriptures to reason 

with the people. 3 He explained the prophecies and proved that the Messiah must suffer 

and rise from the dead. He said, “This Jesus I’m telling you about is the Messiah.” 4 

Some of the Jews who listened were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, along with 

many God-fearing Greek men and quite a few prominent women. 5 But some of the Jews 

were jealous, so they gathered some troublemakers from the marketplace to form a mob 

and start a riot. They attacked the home of Jason, searching for Paul and Silas so they 

could drag them out to the crowd. 6 Not finding them there, they dragged out Jason and 

some of the other believers instead and took them before the city council. “Paul and 

Silas have caused trouble all over the world,” they shouted, “and now they are here 

disturbing our city, too. 7 And Jason has welcomed them into his home. They are all 

guilty of treason against Caesar, for they profess allegiance to another king, named 

Jesus.” 8 The people of the city, as well as the city council, were thrown into turmoil by 

these reports. 9 So the officials forced Jason and the other believers to post bond, and 

then they released them. 

 

Upset: to overturn (to destroy the power of; overthrow; defeat; vanquish). 

 

Upset: to disturb or derange completely; put out of order; throw into disorder: to upset a 

system; to upset a mechanism; to upset an apartment. 

 

Upset: to defeat or overthrow an opponent that is considered more formidable, as in 

war, politics, or sports. 

 

IN ORDER TO UPSET THE WORLD: 

 

1. YOU MUST BE UPSET FIRST 



 

Acts 9:1-22 

Meanwhile, Saul was uttering threats with every breath and was eager to kill the Lord’s 

followers. So he went to the high priest. 2 He requested letters addressed to the 

synagogues in Damascus, asking for their cooperation in the arrest of any followers of 

the Way he found there. He wanted to bring them—both men and women—back to 

Jerusalem in chains. 3 As he was approaching Damascus on this mission, a light from 

heaven suddenly shone down around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice 

saying to him, “Saul! Saul! Why are you persecuting me?” 5 “Who are you, lord?” Saul 

asked. And the voice replied, “I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting! 6 Now get up 

and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 7 The men with Saul stood 

speechless, for they heard the sound of someone’s voice but saw no one! 8 Saul picked 

himself up off the ground, but when he opened his eyes he was blind. So his 

companions led him by the hand to Damascus. 9 He remained there blind for three days 

and did not eat or drink. 10 Now there was a believer in Damascus named Ananias. The 

Lord spoke to him in a vision, calling, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord!” he replied. 11 The Lord 

said, “Go over to Straight Street, to the house of Judas. When you get there, ask for a 

man from Tarsus named Saul. He is praying to me right now. 12 I have shown him a 

vision of a man named Ananias coming in and laying hands on him so he can see 

again.” 13 “But Lord,” exclaimed Ananias, “I’ve heard many people talk about the terrible 

things this man has done to the believers in Jerusalem! 14 And he is authorized by the 

leading priests to arrest everyone who calls upon your name.” 15 But the Lord said, “Go, 

for Saul is my chosen instrument to take my message to the Gentiles and to kings, as 

well as to the people of Israel. 16 And I will show him how much he must suffer for my 

name’s sake.” 17 So Ananias went and found Saul. He laid his hands on him and said, 

“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road, has sent me so that 

you might regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Instantly something like 

scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he got up and was 

baptized. 19 Afterward he ate some food and regained his strength. Saul stayed with the 

believers in Damascus for a few days. 20 And immediately he began preaching about 

Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is indeed the Son of God!” 21 All who heard him 

were amazed. “Isn’t this the same man who caused such devastation among Jesus’ 

followers in Jerusalem?” they asked. “And didn’t he come here to arrest them and take 



them in chains to the leading priests?” 22 Saul’s preaching became more and more 

powerful, and the Jews in Damascus couldn’t refute his proofs that Jesus was indeed 

the Messiah. 

 

Luke 5:1-11 

One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, great crowds 

pressed in on him to listen to the word of God. 2 He noticed two empty boats at the 

water’s edge, for the fishermen had left them and were washing their nets. 3 Stepping 

into one of the boats, Jesus asked Simon, its owner, to push it out into the water. So he 

sat in the boat and taught the crowds from there. 4 When he had finished speaking, he 

said to Simon, “Now go out where it is deeper, and let down your nets to catch some 

fish.” 5 “Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard all last night and didn’t catch a thing. 

But if you say so, I’ll let the nets down again.” 6 And this time their nets were so full of fish 

they began to tear! 7 A shout for help brought their partners in the other boat, and soon 

both boats were filled with fish and on the verge of sinking. 8 When Simon Peter realized 

what had happened, he fell to his knees before Jesus and said, “Oh, Lord, please leave 

me—I’m such a sinful man.” 9 For he was awestruck by the number of fish they had 

caught, as were the others with him.10 His partners, James and John, the sons of 

Zebedee, were also amazed. Jesus replied to Simon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on 

you’ll be fishing for people!” 11 And as soon as they landed, they left everything and 

followed Jesus. 

 

2. GET USED TO UPSETTING PEOPLE 

 

Acts 10:38 

And you know that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. 

Then Jesus went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 

for God was with him. 

 

Matthew 8:28-34 

When Jesus arrived on the other side of the lake, in the region of the Gadarenes, two 

men who were possessed by demons met him. They came out of the tombs and were so 

violent that no one could go through that area. 29 They began screaming at him, “Why 



are you interfering with us, Son of God? Have you come here to torture us before God’s 

appointed time?” 30 There happened to be a large herd of pigs feeding in the distance 

31 So the demons begged, “If you cast us out, send us into that herd of pigs.” 32 “All right, 

go!” Jesus commanded them. So the demons came out of the men and entered the pigs, 

and the whole herd plunged down the steep hillside into the lake and drowned in the 

water. 33 The herdsmen fled to the nearby town, telling everyone what happened to the 

demon-possessed men. 34 Then the entire town came out to meet Jesus, but they 

begged him to go away and leave them alone. 

 

John 4:1-30 

Jesus knew the Pharisees had heard that he was baptizing and making more disciples 

than John 2 (though Jesus himself didn’t baptize them—his disciples did).3 So he left 

Judea and returned to Galilee. 4 He had to go through Samaria on the way. 5 Eventually 

he came to the Samaritan village of Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his son 

Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there; and Jesus, tired from the long walk, sat wearily beside 

the well about noontime. 7 Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus 

said to her, “Please give me a drink.” 8 He was alone at the time because his disciples 

had gone into the village to buy some food. 9 The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse 

to have anything to do with Samaritans. She said to Jesus, “You are a Jew, and I am a 

Samaritan woman. Why are you asking me for a drink?” 10 Jesus replied, “If you only 

knew the gift God has for you and who you are speaking to, you would ask me, and I 

would give you living water.” 11 “But sir, you don’t have a rope or a bucket,” she said, 

“and this well is very deep. Where would you get this living water? 12 And besides, do 

you think you’re greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well? How can you 

offer better water than he and his sons and his animals enjoyed?” 13 Jesus replied, 

“Anyone who drinks this water will soon become thirsty again.14 But those who drink the 

water I give will never be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling spring within them, 

giving them eternal life.” 15 “Please, sir,” the woman said, “give me this water! Then I’ll 

never be thirsty again, and I won’t have to come here to get water.” 16 “Go and get your 

husband,” Jesus told her. 17 “I don’t have a husband,” the woman replied. Jesus 

said, “You’re right! You don’t have a husband— 18 for you have had five husbands, and 

you aren’t even married to the man you’re living with now. You certainly spoke the truth!” 

19 “Sir,” the woman said, “you must be a prophet. 20 So tell me, why is it that you Jews 



insist that Jerusalem is the only place of worship, while we Samaritans claim it is here at 

Mount Gerizim, where our ancestors worshiped?” 21 Jesus replied, “Believe me, dear 

woman, the time is coming when it will no longer matter whether you worship the Father 

on this mountain or in Jerusalem.22 You Samaritans know very little about the one you 

worship, while we Jews know all about him, for salvation comes through the Jews. 23 But 

the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshipers will worship the Father 

in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for those who will worship him that way. 24 For 

God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.” 25 The 

woman said, “I know the Messiah is coming—the one who is called Christ. When he 

comes, he will explain everything to us.” 26 Then Jesus told her, “I am the Messiah!” 

27 Just then his disciples came back. They were shocked to find him talking to a woman, 

but none of them had the nerve to ask, “What do you want with her?” or “Why are you 

talking to her?” 28 The woman left her water jar beside the well and ran back to the 

village, telling everyone, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I ever did! 

Could he possibly be the Messiah?” 30 So the people came streaming from the village to 

see him. 

 

 

3. GET OTHERS TO UPSET PEOPLE 

 

Matthew 28:16-20 

Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain where Jesus had told 

them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him—but some of them doubted! 

18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on 

earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all 

the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the 

end of the age.” 

 

2 Timothy 2:2 

You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by many reliable witnesses. 

Now teach these truths to other trustworthy people who will be able to pass them on to 

others. 



 


