Healthy Family Series - Radical Obedience
Sunday, June 18 — Pastor Jimmy Witcher

To those hungry for an extraordinary life, Trinity Fellowship Church is a healthy family pursuing God, growing stronger,
and impacting the world.

Hebrews 5:7-9 (NLT)

While Jesus was here on earth, he offered prayers and pleadings, with a loud cry and tears, to the one who could rescue
him from death. And God heard his prayers because of his deep reverence for God. Even though Jesus was God’s Son, he
learned obedience from the things he suffered. In this way, God qualified him as a perfect High Priest, and he became the
source of eternal salvation for all those who obey him.

Matthew 26:39 (NLT)
He went on a little farther and bowed with his face to the ground, praying, “My Father! If it is possible, let this cup of
suffering be taken away from me. Yet | want your will to be done, not mine.”

You only know you're submitted when your will is crossed.

1 Samuel 15:1-3 (NLT)

One day Samuel said to Saul, “It was the Lord who told me to anoint you as king of his people, Israel. Now listen to this
message from the Lord! This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies has declared: | have decided to settle accounts with the
nation of Amalek for opposing Israel when they came from Egypt. Now go and completely destroy the entire Amalekite
nation—men, women, children, babies, cattle, sheep, goats, camels, and donkeys.”

1 Samuel 15:7-23 (NLT)

Then Saul slaughtered the Amalekites from Havilah all the way to Shur, east of Egypt. He captured Agag, the Amalekite
king, but completely destroyed everyone else. Saul and his men spared Agag’s life and kept the best of the sheep and
goats, the cattle, the fat calves, and the lambs—everything, in fact, that appealed to them. They destroyed only what
was worthless or of poor quality.

Then the Lord said to Samuel, “I am sorry that | ever made Saul king, for he has not been loyal to me and has refused to
obey my command.” Samuel was so deeply moved when he heard this that he cried out to the Lord all night.

Early the next morning Samuel went to find Saul. Someone told him, “Saul went to the town of Carmel to set up a
monument to himself; then he went on to Gilgal.”

When Samuel finally found him, Saul greeted him cheerfully. “May the Lord bless you,” he said. “I have carried out the
Lord’s command!”

“Then what is all the bleating of sheep and goats and the lowing of cattle | hear?” Samuel demanded.

“It’s true that the army spared the best of the sheep, goats, and cattle,” Saul admitted. “But they are going to sacrifice
them to the Lord your God. We have destroyed everything else.”

Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stop! Listen to what the Lord told me last night!”

“What did he tell you?” Saul asked.

And Samuel told him, “Although you may think little of yourself, are you not the leader of the tribes of Israel? The Lord
has anointed you king of Israel. And the Lord sent you on a mission and told you, ‘Go and completely destroy the sinners,
the Amalekites, until they are all dead.” Why haven’t you obeyed the Lord? Why did you rush for the plunder and do what
was evil in the Lord’s sight?”

“But | did obey the Lord,” Saul insisted. “I carried out the mission he gave me. | brought back King Agag, but | destroyed
everyone else. Then my troops brought in the best of the sheep, goats, cattle, and plunder to sacrifice to the Lord your
God in Gilgal.”

But Samuel replied, “What is more pleasing to the Lord: your burnt offerings and sacrifices or your obedience to his
voice? Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice, and submission is better than offering the fat of rams. Rebellion is as
sinful as witchcraft, and stubbornness as bad as worshiping idols. So because you have rejected the command of the
Lord, he has rejected you as king.”




e Obedience is better than sacrifice & submission is better than an offering.
o Rebellion is as sinful as witchcraft.
e Stubbornness is as bad as worshiping idols.

1 Samuel 15:24-26 (NLT)

Then Saul admitted to Samuel, “Yes, | have sinned. | have disobeyed your instructions and the Lord’s command, for | was
afraid of the people and did what they demanded. But now, please forgive my sin and come back with me so that | may

worship the Lord.” But Samuel replied, “I will not go back with you! Since you have rejected the Lord’s command, he has
rejected you as king of Israel.”

We must learn to fear God more than we fear the opinions and perspectives of other people!

How do we walk in Radical Obedience?

o Seek God’s will in all things. “Not my will, but yours.”

Matthew 16:24,25 (NLT)

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your
cross, and follow me. If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will
save it.”

o  Willingly submit to the authorities in your life.

Ephesians 5:21 (NLT)
And further, submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

Ephesians 6:1-3 (NLT)

Children, obey your parents because you belong to the Lord, for this is the right thing to do. “Honor your father and
mother.” This is the first commandment with a promise: If you honor your father and mother, “things will go well for you,
and you will have a long life on the earth.”

1 Peter 2:18-21 (NLT)

You who are slaves must submit to your masters with all respect. Do what they tell you—not only if they are kind and
reasonable, but even if they are cruel. For God is pleased when, conscious of his will, you patiently endure unjust
treatment. Of course, you get no credit for being patient if you are beaten for doing wrong. But if you suffer for doing
good and endure it patiently, God is pleased with you. For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as
Christ suffered for you. He is your example, and you must follow in his steps.

Romans 13:1,2 (NLT)

Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes from God, and those in positions of authority
have been placed there by God. So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and
they will be punished.

Hebrews 13:17 (NLT)
Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. Their work is to watch over your souls, and they are accountable to
God. Give them reason to do this with joy and not with sorrow. That would certainly not be for your benefit.

e Learn to honor the authorities and influences in your life.



