
Made Ready 

God’s Our Gardener 
 

Genesis 40:1-8 (NLT) 

Some time later, Pharaoh’s chief cup-bearer and chief baker offended their royal 

master.  Pharaoh became angry with these two officials, and he put them in the 

prison where Joseph was, in the palace of the captain of the guard. They remained in 

prison for quite some time, and the captain of the guard assigned them to Joseph, who 

looked after them. While they were in prison, Pharaoh’s cup-bearer and baker each 

had a dream one night, and each dream had its own meaning. When Joseph saw them 

the next morning, he noticed that they both looked upset. “Why do you look so 

worried today?” he asked them. And they replied, “We both had dreams last night, 

but no one can tell us what they mean.” “Interpreting dreams is God’s business,” 

Joseph replied. “Go ahead and tell me your dreams.” 

 

Genesis 40:20-23 (NLT) 

Pharaoh’s birthday came three days later, and he prepared a banquet for all his 

officials and staff. He summoned his chief cup-bearer and chief baker to join the other 

officials. He then restored the chief cup-bearer to his former position, so he could 

again hand Pharaoh his cup. But Pharaoh impaled the chief baker, just as Joseph had 

predicted when he interpreted his dream. Pharaoh’s chief cup-bearer, however, 

forgot all about Joseph, never giving him another thought. 

 

1. God Uses Seasons of “Forgottenness” to Mature Us 

 

Sanctification: the progressive work of God and man that makes us more and more 

free from sin and more and more like Christ in our actual lives. 

 

Galatians 5:16-17 (TPT) 

As you yield freely and fully to the dynamic life and power of the Holy Spirit, you 

will abandon the cravings of your self-life. For your self-life craves the things that 

offend the Holy Spirit and hinder him from living free within you! And the Holy 

Spirit’s intense cravings hinder your old self-life from dominating  you! So then, the 

two incompatible and conflicting forces within you are your self-life of the flesh and 

the new creation life of the Spirit.   

 

Galatians 5:22-23 (TPT) 

But the fruit produced by the Holy Spirit within you is divine love in all its varied 

expressions: joy that overflows, peace that subdues, patience that endures, kindness in 

action, a life full of virtue, faith that prevails, gentleness of heart, and strength of 

spirit. 

 



 

2. Our Maturity is Measured by the Quality and Quantity of Our Spiritual Fruit 

 

Genesis 41:1,14-16 (NLT) 

Two full years later, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing on the bank of the Nile 

River. Pharaoh sent for Joseph at once, and he was quickly brought from the prison. 

After he shaved and changed his clothes, he went in and stood before Pharaoh. Then 

Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream last night, and no one here can tell me what it 

means. But I have heard that when you hear about a dream you can interpret it.” “It is 

beyond my power to do this,” Joseph replied. “But God can tell you what it means and 

set you at ease.” 

 

Genesis 40:14 (NLT) 

[Joseph asked the cup-bearer,] “And please remember me and do me a favor when 

things go well for you. Mention me to Pharaoh, so he might let me out of this 

place. For I was kidnapped from my homeland, the land of the Hebrews, and now I’m 

here in prison, but I did nothing to deserve it.” 

 

Genesis 45:4-7 (NLT) 

“I am Joseph, your brother, whom you sold into slavery in Egypt. But don’t be upset, 

and don’t be angry with yourselves for selling me to this  place. It was God who sent 

me here ahead of you to preserve your lives. This famine that has ravaged the land for 

two years will last five more years, and there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. 

God has sent me ahead of you to keep you and your families alive and to preserve 

many survivors. 

 

3. God’s Got the Perfect Timing & Perfect Path 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


