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God’s Our Builder 
 

Genesis 39:10-23 (NLT) 

[Potiphar’s wife] kept putting pressure on Joseph day after day, but he refused to sleep 

with her, and he kept out of her way as much as possible. One day, however, no one 

else was around when he went in to do his work. She came and grabbed him by his 

cloak, demanding, “Come on, sleep with me!” Joseph tore himself away, but he left his 

cloak in her hand as he ran from the house. When she saw that she was holding his 

cloak and he had fled, she called out to her servants. Soon all the men came running. 

“Look!” she said. “My husband has brought this Hebrew slave here to make fools of 

us! He came into my room to rape me, but I screamed. When he heard me scream, he 

ran outside and got away, but he left his cloak behind with me.” She kept the cloak 

with her until her husband came home. Then she told him her story. “That Hebrew 

slave you’ve brought into our house tried to come in and fool around with me,” she 

said. “But when I screamed, he ran outside, leaving his cloak with me!” Potiphar was 

furious when he heard his wife’s story about how Joseph had treated her. So he took 

Joseph and threw him into the prison where the king’s prisoners were held, and there 

he remained. But the Lord was with Joseph in the prison and showed him his faithful 

love. And the Lord made Joseph a favorite with the prison warden. Before long, the 

warden put Joseph in charge of all the other prisoners and over everything that 

happened in the prison. The warden had no more worries, because Joseph took care 

of everything. The Lord was with him and caused everything he did to succeed. 

 

1. Setbacks for Us are Setups for God 

 

James 1:2-4 (TPT) 

My fellow believers, when it seems as though you are facing nothing but difficulties 

[peirasmós] see it as an invaluable opportunity to experience the greatest joy that you 

can! For you know that when your faith is tested it stirs up power within you to 

endure all things. And then as your endurance grows even stronger it will release 

perfection into every part of your being until there is nothing missing and nothing 

lacking. 

 

James 1:12 (TPT) 

If your faith remains strong, even while surrounded by life’s difficulties [peirasmós], 

you will continue to experience the untold blessings of God! True happiness comes as 

you pass the test with faith, and receive the victorious crown of life promised to every 

lover of God! 

 



 

 

“Life’s Difficulties” / Trials – Peirasmós: A state of trial in which God brings His 

people through adversity and affliction in order to encourage and prove their faith 

and confidence in Him. 

 

2. Trials Build Character & Endurance 

 

3. Trials Shape our True Identity 

 

4. Trials take us to the edge of ourselves where we find God’s goodness waiting. 

 

Romans 5:3-5 (TPT) 

Even in times of trouble we have a joyful confidence, knowing that our pressures will 

develop in us patient endurance. And patient endurance will refine our character, and 

proven character leads us back to hope. And this hope is not a disappointing fantasy, 

because we can now experience the endless love of God cascading into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit who lives in us! 

 

 

 


