God’s Money Masterclass:
God’s Economy or the World’s?
Malachi 3:6-8 (NLT)
“I am the Lord, and I do not change. That is why you descendants
of Jacob are not already destroyed. Ever since the days of your
ancestors, you have scorned my decrees and failed to obey them.
Now return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord of
Heaven’s Armies. “But you ask, ‘How can we return when we have
never gone away?’ “Should people cheat God? Yet you have
cheated me! “But you ask, ‘What do you mean? When did we ever
cheat you?’ “You have cheated me of the tithes and offerings due
to me.”
1. The Tithe Belongs to the Lord!
Genesis 14:18-20 (NLT)
And Melchizedek, the king of Salem and a priest of God Most High,
brought Abram some bread and wine. Melchizedek blessed Abram
with this blessing: “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator
of heaven and earth. And blessed be God Most High, who has
defeated your enemies for you.” Then Abram gave Melchizedek a
tenth of all the goods he had recovered.
Hebrews 6:20-7:10 (NLT)
Jesus has already gone [into God’s inner sanctuary] for us. He has
become our eternal High Priest in the order of Melchizedek. 8:1 This
Melchizedek was king of the city of Salem and also a priest of God
Most High. When Abraham was returning home after winning a
great battle against the kings, Melchizedek met him and blessed
him. Then Abraham took a tenth of all he had captured in battle
and gave it to Melchizedek. The name Melchizedek means “king of
justice,” and king of Salem means “king of peace.” …The priests
who collect tithes are men who die, so Melchizedek is greater than
they are, because we are told that he lives on. In addition, we
might even say that these Levites—the ones who collect the tithe—
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paid a tithe to Melchizedek when their ancestor Abraham paid a
tithe to him. For although Levi wasn’t born yet, the seed from
which he came was in Abraham’s body when Melchizedek
collected the tithe from him.
Malachi 3:9 (NLT)
You are under a curse, for your whole nation has been cheating
me.
2. Taking the Tithe Exposes Us to the World’s Curse.
Galatians 3:13-14 (NLT)
But Christ has rescued us from the curse pronounced by the law.
When he was hung on the cross, he took upon himself the curse
for our wrongdoing. For it is written in the Scriptures, “Cursed is
everyone who is hung on a tree.” Through Christ Jesus, God has
blessed the Gentiles with the same blessing he promised to
Abraham, so that we who are believers might receive the promised
Holy Spirit through faith.
Malachi 3:10-12 (NLT)
Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough
food in my Temple. If you do,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “I
will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing
so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me
to the test! Your crops will be abundant, for I will guard them from
insects and disease. Your grapes will not fall from the vine before
they are ripe,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. “Then all nations
will call you blessed, for your land will be such a delight,” says the
Lord of Heaven’s Armies.
3. A Test with a Great Promise!
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11:15 Single Point Sermon
Hook: Do you want your finances to be blessed by God OR under
the world’s cursed system?
Malachi 3:8-12 (NLT)
“Should people cheat God? Yet you have cheated me! “But you
ask, ‘What do you mean? When did we ever cheat you?’ “You have
cheated me of the tithes and offerings due to me. You are under a
curse, for your whole nation has been cheating me. Bring all the
tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my
Temple. If you do,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open
the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great
you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the
test! Your crops will be abundant, for I will guard them from
insects and disease. Your grapes will not fall from the vine before
they are ripe,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. “Then all nations
will call you blessed, for your land will be such a delight,” says the
Lord of Heaven’s Armies.
Single Point: Test God – Bring your tithe! It’s a test with a great
promise!
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