
Extravagant  

Day 1 

 

For the most part, we are all familiar with the idea of loving our neighbor. I mean, what’s 
not to understand? Be kind to the people in your life, maybe throw in a little extra here 
and there and pay it forward at the Starbucks line, bring dinner to your friends when 
they have a baby – seems simple enough, right? 

 

In Luke 10:25-37 TPT, Jesus is approached by a young religious scholar who asks 
Jesus to affirm that he’s doing what he should to get into Heaven. Jesus points him 
towards the law which says, ‘you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 
your passion, all your energy, and your every thought. AND you must love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ The young scholar feels confident that he already does this, and 
pushes Jesus further, asking, “What do you mean by ‘my neighbor?” Rather than 
validate the man, Jesus’ answer challenges all of us to expand our understanding of 
who we are called to care for.  
Jesus tells the story of a Jewish man who had been assaulted and left for dead on the 
road. The Jewish religious leaders walk by and refuse to engage with this man’s 
significant needs. Instead, it’s the Samaritan – a man, who according to the social and 
cultural boundaries of the day was the least likely to care for a Jew – that feels 
compassion and takes action. He shows extravagant generosity by assuming 
responsibility for a situation that was not his to own. He backs compassion with action 
that literally changes the course of the man’s life.  
 

Generosity from a Samaritan was shocked the crowds gathered. Put yourself in their 
shoes, who you would be surprised to see make a radical act of generosity? And then, 
ask Father God who in your life he is leading you to see with radical compassion. How 
can you start turning sympathy into a Godly compassion that leads us to action 
actions?  
 
 

Go Deeper:  
• Commit to reading Luke 10:25-37 every day for the next three days.  

 

• Today, we focused on the “Who” of this passage. Who are the characters in 
this story?  

 

• Ponder, who are you in the story? The curious scholar wanting to make 
sure he’s checked all the boxes? The religious leaders who felt sympathy 
but not compassion? Or the Samaritan, willing to inconvenience himself to 
help a stranger that hated him?  

 

• Today, dwell on the question: Who is my neighbor today in the context of 
Jesus’ story? 

 


