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Empowering Grace 
 
Romans 6:1-6 (NLT) 
Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more and more of his wonderful grace? Of course not! 
Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to live in it? Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with Christ 
Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his death? For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives. Since we have been united 
with him in his death, we will also be raised to life as he was. We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with 
Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. 
 
John 3:3 (NLT) 
Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God.” 
 
Ephesians 2:4-6 (NLT) 
But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, that even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life 
when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!) For he raised us from the 
dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. 
 
Hebrews 10:15,16 (NLT) 
And the Holy Spirit also testifies that this is so. For he says, “This is the new covenant I will make with my people on that 
day, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds.” 
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 (NLT) 
So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—
makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image. 
 
Romans 6:7-11 (NLT) 
For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. And since we died with Christ, we know we will 
also live with him. We are sure of this because Christ was raised from the dead, and he will never die again. Death no 
longer has any power over him. When he died, he died once to break the power of sin. But now that he lives, he lives for 
the glory of God. So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to God through Christ 
Jesus. 
 
Romans 6:12-18 (NLT) 
Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. Do not let any part of your body become an 
instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but now you have new 
life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the glory of God. Sin is no longer your master, for 
you no longer live under the requirements of the law. Instead, you live under the freedom of God’s grace.  
Well then, since God’s grace has set us free from the law, does that mean we can go on sinning? Of course not! Don’t 
you realize that you become the slave of whatever you choose to obey? You can be a slave to sin, which leads to death, 
or you can choose to obey God, which leads to righteous living. Thank God! Once you were slaves of sin, but now you 
wholeheartedly obey this teaching we have given you. Now you are free from your slavery to sin, and you have become 
slaves to righteous living. 
 
Matthew 4:3,4 (NLT) 
During that time the devil came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become loaves of 
bread.” But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say, ‘People do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’” 
 
 



 

James 4:7-10 (NLT) 
So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come close to God, and God will come 
close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God and the world. 
Let there be tears for what you have done. Let there be sorrow and deep grief. Let there be sadness instead of laughter, 
and gloom instead of joy. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up in honor. 
 
Romans 6:19-23 (NLT) 
Because of the weakness of your [flesh], I am using the illustration of slavery to help you understand all this. Previously, 
you let yourselves be slaves to impurity and lawlessness, which led ever deeper into sin. Now you must give yourselves 
to be slaves to righteous living so that you will become holy.  
When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the obligation to do right. And what was the result? You are now 
ashamed of the things you used to do, things that end in eternal doom. But now you are free from the power of sin and 
have become slaves of God. Now you do those things that lead to holiness and result in eternal life. For the wages of sin 
is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 


