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Empowered by the Spirit 
 
 
Acts 1:4-8 (NKJV) 
And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; or John 
truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.” Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this 
time restore the kingdom to Israel?” And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or 
seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. But you shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 
Four important truths about the Holy Spirit in our lives. 
 
1.  The Holy Spirit is God. 
 
Genesis 1:2 (NKJV) 
The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit 
of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
 
2.  We are born of the Spirit at the moment of salvation. 
 
John 3:5-8 (NKJV) 
Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, “You must be born again.’ The wind blows 
where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it 
goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
 
 
3.  Being baptized in the Holy Spirit is a separate and subsequent experience to salvation.   
 
Acts 8:12-17 (NKJV)   
But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and 
the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized. Then Simon himself also 
believed; and when he was baptized he continued with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the 
miracles and signs which were done. 
Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of 
God, they sent Peter and John to them, who, when they had come down, prayed for them that 
they might receive the Holy Spirit. For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only 
been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Spirit. 
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Acts 19:1-6 (NKJV) 
And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the upper 
regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you believed?” So they said to him, “We have not so much as heard whether there 
is a Holy Spirit.” And he said to them, “Into what then were you baptized?” So they said, “Into 
John’s baptism.” Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to 
the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” 
When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had 
laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and 
prophesied. 
 
 
4.  It is impossible to fulfill God’s will for our lives without the fulness of the Holy Spirit’s 
power. 
 
 
Common questions about the baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
 
1. How do I receive the Holy Spirit? 
 
 
2. Can anything keep a person from receiving the Baptism in the Holy Spirit?  
 
Galatians 3:1-7 (NKJV)  
O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth, before whose 
eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified? This only I want to learn from 
you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?— Are you so 
foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh? Have you 
suffered so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? Therefore He who supplies the Spirit 
to you and works miracles among you, does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing 
of faith? – just as Abraham “believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” 
Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham. 
 
Acts 8:14-24 (NKJV)  
Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of 
God, they sent Peter and John to them, who, when they had come down, prayed for them that 
they might receive the Holy Spirit. For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only 
been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Spirit. And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy 
Spirit was given, he offered them money,  saying, “Give me this power also, that anyone on 
whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” But Peter said to him, “Your money perish with 
you, because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money! You have 
neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God. Repent 
therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be 
forgiven you. For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity.” Then Simon 
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answered and said, “Pray to the Lord for me, that none of the things which you have spoken 
may come upon me.” 
 
 
3.  Do I have to speak in tongues to receive the baptism in the Spirit?  
 
4.  Why do I need to speak in tongues? 
  
  
Romans 8:26 (NKJV)  
The Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we 
ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.  
 
 
1 Corinthians 14:2, 14-15, 18 (NKJV) 
He who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; 
however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries.  
If I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful. What is the conclusion 
then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the 
spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding.  
I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all.  
 
1 Corinthians 14:4 (NKJV)  
He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. 
 
5.  Is the baptism in the Spirit a one-time experience or must I do it often? 
 
 
Ephesians 5:18-19 (NKJV) 
And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to 
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart 
to the Lord,.. 
 

 
6.  Do I have to feel something to be baptized in the Holy Spirit? 

 

 


