
Back to Center 
Finding Balance 

 
 

Luke 11:2 (TPT) 
“Our heavenly Father, may the glory of your name be the center on which our life 
turns.” 
 
Exodus 20:3-6 (NLT) – Top 10 #1&2 

 “You must not have any other god but me. “You must not make for yourself an 
idol of any kind or an image of anything in the heavens or on the earth or in the 
sea. You must not bow down to them or worship them, for I, the Lord your God, 
am a jealous God who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods. I lay the 
sins of the parents upon their children; the entire family is affected—even 
children in the third and fourth generations of those who reject me. But I lavish 
unfailing love for a thousand generations on those who love me and obey my 
commands.”  
 
Exodus 20:18-20 (NLT) 
When the people heard the thunder and the loud blast of the ram’s horn, and 
when they saw the flashes of lightning and the smoke billowing from the 
mountain, they stood at a distance, trembling with fear. And they said to Moses, 
“You speak to us, and we will listen. But don’t let God speak directly to us, or we 
will die!” “Don’t be afraid,” Moses answered them, “for God has come in this way 
to test you, and so that your fear of him will keep you from sinning!”  
 
You might have an Idol if: 

• Your AFFECTIONS for someone or something are greater than your 
affections for God 
 

• You FEAR losing someone or something more than you fear offending 
God 
 

• You TRUST someone of something more than you trust God 
 



• You look to CONTROL someone or something rather than walking in 
FAITH 
 

• Your more attached to your IDENTITY in a relationship or position than 
your identity in God 
 

• Your HOPE is in the person or thing coming through for you rather than 
your HOPE being in God coming through 

 
 
Genesis 22:1-2 (NLT) 
Some time later, God tested Abraham’s faith. “Abraham!” God called. “Yes,” he 
replied. “Here I am.” “Take your son, your only son—yes, Isaac, whom you love so 
much—and go to the land of Moriah. Go and sacrifice him as a burnt offering on 
one of the mountains, which I will show you.”  
 

1. God will test our faith against possible idols! 
 
Genesis 22:3-6 (NLT) 
The next morning Abraham got up early. He saddled his donkey and took two of 
his servants with him, along with his son, Isaac. Then he chopped wood for a fire 
for a burnt offering and set out for the place God had told him about. On the third 
day of their journey, Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. “Stay 
here with the donkey,” Abraham told the servants. “The boy and I will travel a 
little farther. We will worship there, and then we will come right back.” So 
Abraham placed the wood for the burnt offering on Isaac’s shoulders, while he 
himself carried the fire and the knife.  
 
  



2. God won’t kill our idols – that’s our job. 
 
Genesis 22:7-12 (NLT) 
As the two of them walked on together, Isaac turned to Abraham and said, 
“Father?” “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.  “We have the fire and the wood,” the 
boy said, “but where is the sheep for the burnt offering?” “God will provide a 
sheep for the burnt offering, my son,” Abraham answered. And they both walked 
on together. When they arrived at the place where God had told him to go, 
Abraham built an altar and arranged the wood on it. Then he tied his son, Isaac, 
and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. And Abraham picked up the knife to 
kill his son as a sacrifice.  At that moment the angel of the Lord called to him from 
heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Yes,” Abraham replied. “Here I am!” “Don’t lay a 
hand on the boy!” the angel said. “Do not hurt him in any way, for now I know 
that you truly fear God. You have not withheld from me even your son, your only 
son.” 
 

3. Eliminating our idols gives God permission to bless that area of our lives. 
 

How to Eliminate Idols & Find Balance 
• Be open to seeing idols. Listen to God & to others. 

 

• Repent (change your mind) and give that area of your heart to God.  
 

• Daily submit your life – all of it – to God’s Kingdom. 
 

Matthew 6:9,10 (TPT) 
“Our Father, dwelling in the heavenly realms, may the glory of your name be the 
center on which our lives turn. Manifest your kingdom realm, and cause your 
every purpose to be fulfilled on earth, just as it is fulfilled in heaven.” 
 


