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Outlier: Standing Up When You Stand Out  
Determined to Stand 

1 John 4:2,3 (TPT) 
Here’s the test for those with the genuine Spirit of God: they will confess Jesus as the Christ who has 
come in the flesh. Everyone who does not acknowledge that Jesus is from God has the spirit of 
antichrist, which you heard was coming and is already active in the world. 

Luke 15:1,2 (TPT) 
Many dishonest tax collectors and other notorious sinners often gathered around to listen as Jesus 
taught the people. This raised concerns with the Jewish religious leaders and experts of the law. 
Indignant, they grumbled and complained, saying, “Look at how this man associates with all these 
notorious sinners and welcomes them all to come to him!” 
 
Daniel 1:1-3 (NLT) 
During the third year of King Jehoiakim’s reign in Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came to 
Jerusalem and besieged it. The Lord gave him victory over King Jehoiakim of Judah and permitted 
him to take some of the sacred objects from the Temple of God. So Nebuchadnezzar took them back 
to the land of Babylonia and placed them in the treasure-house of his god. Then the king ordered 
Ashpenaz, his chief of staff, to bring to the palace some of the young men of Judah’s royal family and 
other noble families, who had been brought to Babylon as captives.  

Daniel 1:4,5 (NLT) 
“Select only strong, healthy, and good-looking young men,” he said. “Make sure they are well versed 
in every branch of learning, are gifted with knowledge and good judgment, and are suited to serve in 
the royal palace. Train these young men in the language and literature of Babylon.” The king 
assigned them a daily ration of food and wine from his own kitchens. They were to be trained for 
three years, and then they would enter the royal service.   

Daniel 1:6,7 (NLT) 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were four of the young men chosen, all from the tribe of 
Judah. The chief of staff renamed them with these Babylonian names: Daniel was called 
Belteshazzar. Hananiah was called Shadrach. Mishael was called Meshach. Azariah was called 
Abednego.  

1. The world does not get to set your identity. God does. 

Romans 12:1,2 (TPT) 
Beloved friends, what should be our proper response to God’s marvelous mercies? I encourage you 
to surrender yourselves to God to be his sacred, living sacrifices. And live in holiness, experiencing all 
that delights his heart. For this becomes your genuine expression of worship. Stop imitating the ideals 
and opinions of the culture around you, but be inwardly transformed by the Holy Spirit through a total 
reformation of how you think. This will empower you to discern God’s will as you live a beautiful life, 
satisfying and perfect in his eyes. 

2. The community you surround yourself with builds or destroys your God given identity. 
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Hebrews 10:23-25 (TPT) 
So now we must cling tightly to the hope that lives within us, knowing that God always keeps his 
promises! Discover creative ways to encourage others and to motivate them toward acts of 
compassion, doing beautiful works as expressions of love. This is not the time to pull away and 
neglect meeting together, as some have formed the habit of doing, because we need each other! In 
fact, we should come together even more frequently, eager to encourage and urge each other 
onward as we anticipate that day dawning. 

Daniel 1:8 (NLT) 
But Daniel was determined not to defile himself by eating the food and wine given to them by the 
king. He asked the chief of staff for permission not to eat these unacceptable foods. 

3. Determine not to defile yourself when your beliefs are tested. 

Daniel 1:9 (NLT) 
Now God had given the chief of staff both respect and affection for Daniel.” 

John 17:13-19 (TPT) 
[Jesus prayed,] “now I am returning to you, so Father, I pray that they will experience and enter into 
my joyous delight in you so that it is fulfilled in them and overflows. I have given them your message 
and that is why the unbelieving world hates them. For their allegiance is no longer to this world 
because I am not of this world. I am not asking that you remove them from the world, but I ask that 
you guard their hearts from evil, For they no longer belong to this world any more than I do. “Your 
Word is truth! So make them holy by the truth. I have commissioned them to represent me just as you 
commissioned me to represent you. And now I dedicate myself to them as a holy sacrifice so that 
they will live as fully dedicated to God and be made holy by your truth.”  

 


	Outlier: Standing Up When You Stand Out  Determined to Stand

