
 

 

What Success Looks Like 

 
1 Samuel 9:16-17 

“Tomorrow about this time I will send to you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you 
shall anoint him to be prince over my people Israel. He shall save my people from the 

hand of the Philistines. For I have seen my people, because their cry has come to 
me.” When Samuel saw Saul, the Lord told him, “Here is the man of whom I spoke to 

you! He it is who shall restrain my people.” 
 
Billy Beane is tasked with trying to field a professional baseball team with little talent 
and even less money. They’ve been trained to look for stars. And they have an idea of 
what a star is supposed to look like. Billy recognizes that the way they've always done it 
is not going to lead them to success. 

 
All around you on social media, TV shows, or movies you are constantly being told what 
success looks like. You have to battle against comparing yourself to all of the “other 
players.” When you start comparing yourself to the success of others, you can easily 
feel like a failure. 

 
The children of Israel in first Samuel wanted a king. So, God gave them the desires of 
their heart, and the first king of Israel was a man named Saul. Saul looked like a king - 
big, strong, and handsome - but Saul disobeyed the Lord, and God rejected him as 
king. 

 
Activation – See Past the Surface 

 
1 Samuel 16:6-7 

When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands 
here before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or 
his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. 

People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 



 
The prophet Samuel was sent by God to the house of Jesse to anoint who would 
become the king of Israel. Jesse had eight sons, and by measure of strength and 
stature Eliab seemed the obvious choice for king. The Lord saw past the surface 
though, and he asked Jesse to bring his youngest son, David, forward. Nobody in 
David’s family thought he was qualified to be a king, but when he came in from the field, 
the Lord said to the prophet Samuel, “Anoint this one.” 

 
Billy and Peter are introducing a whole new system into baseball. They’re not looking on 
the surface at players the way others have always looked at them. They are looking 
beneath the surface at what is not immediately visible. They’re looking for value in 
players that others may never see. 

 
God doesn’t keep score the way others keep score. That’s good news in your story. You 
may have felt overlooked. You may have been rejected by some. But you are not 
overlooked or rejected by Heaven. God sees you through a totally different set of 
lenses. You are chosen, you are anointed, and you have a 100% chance of being a 
star! 

 
Father God, thank You that You see past my shortcomings and look at my heart, and 
through Jesus You are shaping and transforming my heart to be all that I am intended to 
be. God I trust You with how You have made me and where You are taking me, thank 
you that you are a good Father.  
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