
Psalm 127:3-5 (NLT) 
Children are a gift from the Lord; they are a reward from him. Children born to a young man are 
like arrows in a warrior’s hands. How joyful is the man whose quiver is full of them! He will not 
be put to shame when he confronts his accusers at the city gates. 
 
Proverbs 22:6 (NLT) 
Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are older, they will not leave it. 
 
Use of “direct” in the Old Testament; dedicate, train-up. Used only four times.  
 
Deuteronomy 20:5 (NLT) 
Then the officers of the army must address the troops and say, “Has anyone here just built a 
new house but not yet dedicated it? If so, you may go home! You might be killed in the battle, 
and someone else would dedicate your house.” 
 
1 Kings 8:63 (NLT) [& 2 Chronicles 7:5] 
Solomon offered to the Lord a peace offering of 22,000 cattle and 120,000 sheep and goats. 
And so the king and all the people of Israel dedicated the Temple of the Lord. 
 
Psalm 139:15,16 (NLT) 
You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark 
of the womb. You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. 
Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed. 
 
How to direct our children in the way they will go? 
 

1. Develop and consistently refine a prophetic picture of their destiny. 
 
Luke 2:15-19 (TPT) 
When the choir of angels disappeared back to heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go! Let’s hurry and find this Word that is born in Bethlehem and see for 
ourselves what the Lord has revealed to us.” So they ran into the village and found their 
way to Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in a feeding trough.  
 
Upon seeing this miraculous sign, the shepherds recounted what had just happened. 
Everyone who heard the shepherds’ story was astonished by what they were told.  
But Mary treasured all these things in her heart and often pondered what they meant. 
 
Luke 2:41-51 (TPT) 
Every year Jesus’ parents went to worship at Jerusalem during the Passover festival. 
When Jesus turned twelve, his parents took him to Jerusalem to observe the Passover, 
as was their custom. A full day after they began their journey home, Joseph and Mary 
realized that Jesus was missing. They had assumed he was somewhere in their 
entourage, but he was nowhere to be found. After a frantic search among relatives and 



friends, Mary and Joseph returned to Jerusalem to search for him.  
After being separated from [Jesus] for three days, [his parents] finally found him in the 
temple, sitting among the Jewish teachers, listening to them and asking questions. 47 All 
who heard Jesus speak were astounded at his intelligent understanding of all that was 
being discussed and at his wise answers to their questions.  
 
His parents were shocked to find him there, and Mary scolded him, saying, “Son, your 
father and I have searched for you everywhere! We have been worried sick over not 
finding you. Why would you do this to us?” Jesus said to them, “Why would you need to 
search for me? Didn’t you know that it was necessary for me to be here in my Father’s 
house, consumed with him?”  
 
Mary and Joseph didn’t fully understand what Jesus meant. Jesus went with them back 
home to Nazareth and was obedient to them. His mother treasured Jesus’ words deeply 
in her heart. As Jesus grew, so did his wisdom and maturity. The favor of men increased 
upon his life, for he was loved greatly by God. 
 

2. Keep focused on the destination 
 

3. Empower them to activate their purpose 
 
John 2:1-5 (TPT) 
Now on the third day there was a wedding feast in the Galilean village of Cana, and the 
mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples were all invited to the banquet, but 
with so many guests in attendance, they ran out of wine. And when Mary realized it, she 
came to him and asked, “They have no wine, can’t you do something about it?”  
 

Jesus replied, “My dear one, don’t you understand that if I do this, it won’t change 
anything for you, but it will change everything for me! My hour of unveiling my power 
has not yet come.” Mary then went to the servers and told them, “Whatever Jesus tells 
you, make sure that you do it!” 


