
Radical Grace: Saving Grace 
Ephesians 2:1-10 (NKJV) 
And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once 
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom also we all once 
conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. But God, who is rich in 
mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and 
raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 
 
The reason salvation is necessary is because we are born spiritually dead with a 
sin nature that is against God.   
 
John 3:1-8 (NKJV) 
There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man 
came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come 
from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” Jesus 
answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born 
when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 
Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot 
tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
 
Salvation is the act of inviting Jesus into our lives as our Lord and Savior. When 
we do so, the Holy Spirit brings our dead spirit to life and thus, we are born of the 
Spirit.   
 
John 3:16-20 (NKJV) 
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. “He who 
believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, 



  
because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is 
the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the 
light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.  
 
Romans 10:8-10 (NKJV) 
But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, 
the word of faith which we preach): that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus 
and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For 
with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation. 
 
Salvation is the simple but profound act of surrendering our lives to Jesus and 
putting our faith in Him as the Son of God and Savior of our souls. That is our 
part, and everything else occurs as an act of God’s mercy and grace!  
 
Ephesians 2:4-9 (NKJV) 
But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even 
when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 
have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of 
His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone 
should boast. 
 
Mercy: Greek “eleos” = God’s compassion for the helpless. Mercy doesn’t give us 
what we deserve because of compassion. 
 
Grace: Greek “charis” = The absolutely free expression of the loving kindness of 
God to men finding its only motive in the bounty and benevolence of the Giver; 
unearned and unmerited favor. Giving us what we don’t deserve because of love.   

 
If it is deserved, then it isn’t grace. Grace cannot be earned or in any way gained 
through merit. It can only be accepted by faith or rejected through unbelief. 
 

SIX BASIC RESPONSES TO THE MESSAGE OF GRACE 
 

1. Those who are deceived about grace and think they don’t need it to be 
saved because they are a “good person”. 

 
Mark 10:17-22 (NKJV) 
Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt before Him, and asked 
Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” So Jesus said to 
him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. You know the 



  
commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear 
false witness,’ ‘Do not defraud,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.’ ” And he answered 
and said to Him, “Teacher, all these things I have kept from my youth.” Then Jesus, 
looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “One thing you lack: Go your way, sell 
whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and 
come, take up the cross, and follow Me.” But he was sad at this word, and went away 
sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 
 

2. Those who believe they are disqualified from grace because of the severity 
of their sins.   

 
Romans 8:1-4 (NKJV) 
There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not 
walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could 
not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, that the 
righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to 
the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
 
The law is about me and what I can and cannot do. The law proved no one could 
be saved by their own goodness or performance. Grace is about God’s goodness, 
not my badness!  
 

3. Those who believe they are saved by their spiritual works or service to 
God.      

 
Luke 18:9-14 (NKJV) 
Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 
and despised others: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 
other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank 
You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax 
collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’ And the tax collector, 
standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, 
saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house 
justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he 
who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
 
Why do we need to obey God? What difference does it make? 

• To prove our love for Him 
• As an example to others  
• To prove His Lordship and to qualify for His blessings 

 



  
Luke 6:46-49 (NKJV) 
But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say? Whoever comes 
to Me, and hears My sayings and does them, I will show you whom he is like: He is like 
a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when 
the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, 
for it was founded on the rock. But he who heard and did nothing is like a man who built 
a house on the earth without a foundation, against which the stream beat vehemently; 
and immediately it fell. And the ruin of that house was great.” 
 
By obeying Jesus, I have proven His Lordship and I live in the blessing of safety 
and protection His word provides. Without obedience there is no proof of 
Lordship and no promise of protection or blessing. 
 

4. Those who believe they are predestined to be saved as the Elect of God.  
(Calvinism) 

 
1 Timothy 2:3-4 (NKJV) 
This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to 
come to a knowledge of the truth. 
 

5. Those who reject grace because they don’t want to repent of their sins or 
be accountable to God.   

 
John 3:17-20 (NKJV) 
For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved. “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For 
everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds 
should be exposed.  
 
The ultimate sin that causes people to go to hell is rejecting God’s grace!   
 

6. Those who receive God’s grace by faith and receive salvation as a free gift.   
 
God loves all people, but because of our sins, He can only express His love in an 
environment of grace.   
 
Hebrews 4:15-16 (NKJV) 
For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was 
in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
 


