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Howdy Friends: Real Friends Honor 
 

HONOR: to highly esteem, demonstrate value, or show great respect. 
 

• When we sow honor, honor is multiplied back to us. 
 

• When we choose to INITIATE honor towards our friends, we validate their inherent 
value because they are created in the image of God. 
 

Biblical Mandates to Honor 
1. Honor Our Parents 

 
Ephesians 6:2,3 (TPT) 
For the commandment, “Honor your father and your mother,” was the first of the Ten 
Commandments with a promise attached: “You will prosper and live a long, full life if 
you honor your parents.” 
 

2. Honor those Older & Younger than Ourselves 
 
1 Timothy 5:1,2 (TPT) 
Don’t be harsh or verbally abusive to an older man; it is better to appeal to him as a 
father. And as you minister to the younger men it is best to encourage them as your 
dear brothers. Honor the older women as mothers, and the younger women, treat as 
your dear sisters with utmost purity. 
 

3. Honor Our Authorities  
 
Romans 13:1 (TPT) 
Every person must submit to and support the authorities over him. For there can be no 
authority in the universe except by God’s appointment, which means that every 
authority that exists has been instituted by God. 
 

4. Honor Our Pastors 
 
1 Timothy 5:17 (TPT) 
The pastors who lead the church well should be paid well. They should receive double 
honor for faithfully preaching and teaching the revelation of the Word of God. 
 

5. Honor Our Employers / Employees 
 
1 Timothy 6:1,2 (TPT) 
Instruct every employee to respect and honor their employers, for this attitude presents 
to them a clear testimony of God’s truth and renown. Tell them to never provide them 
with a reason to discredit God’s name because of their actions. Especially honor and 
respect employers who are believers and don’t despise them, but serve them all the 
more, for they are fellow believers. 
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1 Timothy 5:18 (TPT) 
… “The one who labors deserves his wages.” 
 

6. Honor Our Spouse 
 
Hebrews 13:4 (TPT) 
Honor the sanctity of marriage and keep your vows of purity to one another, for God 
will judge sexual immorality in any form, whether single or married. 
 

7. Honor God 
 
Revelation 5:13 (TPT) 
Then every living being joined the angelic choir. Every creature in heaven and on 
earth, under the earth, in the sea, and everything in them, were worshiping with one 
voice, saying: “Praise, honor, glory, and dominion be to God-Enthroned and to Christ 
the Lamb forever and ever!”  
 

8. Honor Our Friends 
 
Romans 12:10 (TPT)  
Be devoted to tenderly loving your fellow believers as members of one family. Try to 
outdo yourselves in respect and honor of one another. 

 
John 13:1-5, 12-17 (TPT) 
Jesus knew that the night before Passover would be his last night on earth before leaving this 
world to return to the Father’s side. All throughout his time with his disciples, Jesus had 
demonstrated a deep and tender love for them. And now he longed to show them the full 
measure of his love. Before their evening meal had begun, the accuser had already planted 
betrayal into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. Now Jesus was fully aware that the 
Father had placed all things under his control, for he had come from God and was about to go 
back to be with him. So he got up from the meal and took off his outer robe, and took a towel 
and wrapped it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ dirty feet and dry them with his towel. … 
After washing their feet, he put his robe on and returned to his place at the table. “Do you 
understand what I just did?” Jesus said. “You’ve called me your teacher and lord, and you’re 
right, for that’s who I am. So if I’m your teacher and lord and have just washed your dirty feet, 
then you should follow the example that I’ve set for you and wash one another’s dirty feet. 
Now do for each other what I have just done for you. I speak to you timeless truth: a servant is 
not superior to his master, and an apostle is never greater than the one who sent him. So now 
put into practice what I have done for you, and you will experience a life of happiness 
enriched with untold blessings!” 
 

• Honor UNLOCKS happiness and blessings! 
 
Ways We Can Honor Our Friends 

1. Don’t let the conversation be all about you and your opinions. 
2. Be encouraging of other’s accomplishments not focused on sharing your own.  
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3. Don’t say anything about someone in their absence that you would not say in their 
presence. 

4. Forgive quickly. Serve promptly. Love actively. 
 

• Walk in HUMILITY - considering others as more important than ourselves. 
 
Philippians 2:3-5 (TPT) 
Be free from pride-filled opinions, for they will only harm your cherished unity. Don’t allow self-
promotion to hide in your hearts, but in authentic humility put others first and view others as 
more important than yourselves. Abandon every display of selfishness. Possess a greater 
concern for what matters to others instead of your own interests. And consider the example 
that Jesus, the Anointed One, has set before us. Let his mindset become your motivation. 
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