
Essential: Relationships and 
Water Baptism are Essential 

 
Hebrews 6:1-3 (NKJV) 
Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to 
perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith 
toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the 
dead, and of eternal judgment. And this we will do if God permits. 

 
Seven Things Transferred by Jesus and the Early Church Through the Laying Of 
Hands: 
 
1. HEALING    
 
Luke 4:40 (NKJV)  
When the sun was setting, all those who had any that were sick with various diseases 
brought them to Him; and He laid His hands on every one of them and healed them. 
 
2. BLESSING  
 
Mark 10:13-16 (NKJV) 
Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but the disciples 
rebuked those who brought them.  But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased 
and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such 
is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom 
of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in His arms, laid 
His hands on them, and blessed them. 
 
3. THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  
 
Acts 8:14-17 (NKJV) 
Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the 
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, who, when they had come down, 
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. For as yet He had fallen upon 
none of them. They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they 
laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
 
4. GIFTINGS  
 
1 Timothy 4:14 (NKJV) 
Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying 
on of the hands of the eldership. 
5. AUTHORITY 
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Acts 6:1-6 (NKJV) 
Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a 
complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected 
in the daily distribution. Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and 
said, “It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. 
Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the 
Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; but we will give 
ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” And the saying pleased 
the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and 
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 
whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on 
them. 
 
1 Timothy 5:21-22 (NKJV) 
I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels that you 
observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing with partiality. Do not lay hands 
on anyone hastily, nor share in other people’s sins; keep yourself pure. 
 
6. SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY 
 
Acts 13:2-3 (NKJV) 
As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Then, having fasted and 
prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away. 
 
7. APOSTOLIC GOVERNANCE  
 
Acts 2:37-41 (NKJV) 
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of 
the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” Then Peter said to them, “Repent, 
and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to 
your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” And 
with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this 
perverse generation.” Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that 
day about three thousand souls were added to them. 
 
WHY IS BAPTISM SO IMPORTANT? 
 
1. Water baptism is the covenant seal of the New Covenant. 
 
Mark 16:15-16 (NKJV) 
Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is 
baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 (NKJV) 
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And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in 
heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.” Amen. 
 
2.  Baptism in water supernaturally empowers us to know and serve Jesus. 
 
Water baptism: (circumcision = covenant sign) 
 
Colossians 2:11-12 (NKJV) 
In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting 
off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, buried with Him in 
baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, 
who raised Him from the dead. 
 
Galatians 3:26-27 (NKJV) 
For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ.   
 
Romans 6:3-4 (NKJV) 
Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, 
that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life. 
 
3. Baptism in water purifies our conscience from our life of sin and gives us 
confidence in our relationship with the Lord.  
 
1 Peter 3:18-22 (NKJV) 
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, by whom also He went 
and preached to the spirits in prison, who formerly were disobedient, when once the 
Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in 
which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. There is also an antitype 
which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of 
a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone 
into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having 
been made subject to Him. 


