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Series: Heart Check 
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Sunday, November 18, 2021 

Heart Check: Firstfruits Offerings  
By Pastor Jimmy Witcher 

Find more information about our Miracle Offering season and fill out your Miracle Offering prayer requests at 
tfc.org/miracle. 
 

• Tithes: a test of who we serve God or money  

• Freewill Offerings: a test of our generosity 

• Firstfruits Offerings: a test of where we place our future hope & security 
 

Leviticus 23:9-11 (NLT) 
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Give the following instructions to the people of Israel. When you enter the land I am 
giving you and you harvest its first crops, bring the priest a bundle of grain from the first cutting of your grain harvest. 
On the day after the Sabbath, the priest will lift it up before the Lord so it may be accepted on your behalf.” 

“The farmer stands in awe of the miraculous gift he has been given, the produce that his soil and labors have brought 
forth. ‘Is it mine?’ he asks in wonder, hesitating to partake of it despite all the effort he has put into its growth. Only 
the gift to God at the beginning, parallel to that of the firstborn among flocks and children and the first fruits of the 
trees, gives him the ability to partake of earth’s blessing. The symbol of manna, ‘bread from heaven,’ underlies the 
pious person’s attitude toward food and sustenance. Work at is as we may, we still see it as the gift of God, our daily 
survival as miracle. As we begin and end our meals with blessings to God, so did the farmer start and conclude his 
harvest with a sacred gift.”  - Rabbi Arthur Green 
 

1. The Firstfruits SETS THE HEAVENLY PATTERN for the rest of the harvest. 

Jeremiah 2:3 (NLT) 
In those days Israel was holy to the Lord, the firstfruits of his harvest.  
 
1 Corinthians 16:15 (NLT) 
You know that Stephanas and his household were the first of the harvest of believers in Greece, and they are 
spending their lives in service to God’s people. 
 
Romans 8:23 (TPT) 
And it’s not just creation. We who have already experienced the firstfruits of the Spirit also inwardly groan as we 
passionately long to experience our full status as God’s sons and daughters—including our physical bodies being 
transformed. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:20,21 (TPT) 
But the truth is, Christ is risen from the dead, as the firstfruit of a great resurrection harvest of those who have died. 
For since death came through a man, Adam, it is fitting that the resurrection of the dead has also come through a 
man, Christ. 

2. Jesus was a firstfruits offering for us. 

Colossians 1:15-20 (TPT) 
He is the divine portrait, the true likeness of the invisible God, and the firstborn heir of all creation. For through the 
Son everything was created, both in the heavenly realm and on the earth, all that is seen and all that is unseen. Every 
seat of power, realm of government, principality, and authority—it was all created through him and for his purpose! 
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He existed before anything was made, and now everything finds completion in him. He is the Head of his body, which 
is the church. And since he is the beginning and the firstborn heir in resurrection, he is the most exalted One, holding 
first place in everything. For God is satisfied to have all his fullness dwelling in Christ. And by the blood of his cross, 
everything in heaven and earth is brought back to himself—back to its original intent, restored to innocence again!  
 

3. Our offerings say something to God. 

Mark 12:41-44 (TPT) 
Jesus sat down near the collection box in the Temple and watched as the crowds dropped in their money. Many rich 
people put in large amounts. Then a poor widow came and dropped in two small coins. Jesus called his disciples to 
him and said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has given more than all the others who are making contributions. 
For they gave a tiny part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given everything she had to live on.” 
 
 


