ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN CHURCH TRADITIONAL WORSHIP JANUARY 4 & 7

WELCOME!

Families are valued here! Thank you for trusting us with your time and spiritual care. Kids activity
sheets and crayons are available on tables as you enter worship.

Two family-friendly rooms are located to the left and right of the main level sanctuary. One room is
exclusively for nursing moms while the other is available for families who might need a quieter
environment or simply more space to move during worship.

Kids Care is available during the 10:45 AM worship service in the Kids Ministry hallway. Little ones
(Birth—Pre-K) will be welcomed into an engaging and fun experience. They will learn how much God
loves them, what a special creation they are, and how Jesus wants to be their best friend forever!



HOLY COMMUNION

Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper as instituted by Jesus the night before He died.
In keeping with 1 Corinthians 11:26-29, we ask everyone seeking communion to examine
themselves by asking:

Am [ sorry for my sins and desire forgiveness?

Do I believe that Jesus, by His death, offers me forgiveness?

Do I believe that I receive the true body and blood of Christ with the bread and wine?
Do I desire, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sinful ways?

All who trust in these words of Christ, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins,” who share our confession of faith, and can answer “Yes!” to the questions above,
are invited to join us in this celebration!

If you choose not to commune with us, we invite you and any children who have not yet
received communion instruction to come forward to receive a blessing. To communicate
that you want a blessing instead of communion, simply cross your arms when you come
forward. For those who prefer, we offer grape juice and gluten-free wafers. Grape juice is
in the center of the communion trays, and you can ask for a gluten-free wafer when you
come forward.

Our worship assistants and ushers are available to bring communion to those unable to

come to the rail. To indicate that you need this service, please speak to one of our team
members with the blue-colored lanyards before communion, and they will make sure to
bring it to you.

Please speak with a Pastor before the service
if you have questions regarding communion.



Prelude
Announcements

Welcome

Please stand

Passing of the Peace

Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure

0 | frm—
g e | Y ] { { ] > =
'(H L) J | I | | =l . !N 1 =} =l & & | i' IF’
1 Je - sus has come and brings plea - sure e - ter - nal,
2 Je - sus has come! Now see bonds rent a - sun-der!
o | II) [ [ | )
FL b | P P P | Py [ [ P | | y 2
N D ™ |t |t | et | | | PN
A1V | | [ ! | bt | [ J
d I | [ | ! [
Al - pha, O - me - ga, Be - gin - ning and End;
Fet - ters of death now dis-solve, dis - ap - pear.
0 | e
o D I \ | [ I
{on>—1 I — o — ' ‘ ! —F-
o e * o } |
God-head, hu - man - i - ty, u - nion su - per - nal,
See Him burst through with a voice as of thun - der!
| e
A — Py Py i > I 7 ) > I | 2
N D &= = |t | = & | |t & I PN
A3V | | [ ! | b | | 7 -
Q) I | I [ ! |
O great Re - deem-er, You come as our friend!
He sets  us free from our guilt and our fear,
| ; Pov— —
o 1D ) ) )y I [ | I | )
("9 PH— I i ! N —  ——" " il 1
r & I 13 I ()
o) L ¢ o
Heav-en and earth, now pro - claim this great won - der:
Lifts us from shame to the place of His hon - or.
e — — e e e
gdgv e — ] e e
Je - sus has come and brings plea - sure e - ter - nal!
Je - sus has come! Hear the roll of God’s thun - der!

Text: Johann Ludwig Conrad Allendorf, 1693-1773; tr. Oliver C. Rupprecht, 1903-2000, alt. Tune: Céthen, c. 1733
Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001573 Tune: Public domain
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Invocation

(P] In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Responsive Sentences Psalm 147:1, 5, 11-12; antiphon: John 1:14
P] The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
Glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

(P) Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God;
For it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.
P) Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;
His understanding is beyond measure.
(P) But the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him,
In those who hope in his steadfast love.
(P) Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem!
Praise your God, O Zion!
P] The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
Glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure
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Kyrie
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Text: Johann Ludwig Conrad Allendorf, 1693-1773; tr. Oliver C. Rupprecht, 1903-2000, alt. Tune: Céthen, c. 1733

Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001573 Tune: Public domain

P} 1In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P] For the peace from the Word becoming flesh, dwelling among us, and
revealing this glory to us, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For the peace of the whole world, uniting to laud our God with an uplifting
song of praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P}  For this holy house, rejoicing to realize that God’s understanding is beyond
measure, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

B>

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.



Gloria in Excelsis
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.

Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Please be seated

Offering & Connect




First Reading Ecclesiastes 3:1-11
There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under the heavens:
2 atime to be born and a time to die,

a time to plant and a time to uproot,

a time to kill and a time to heal,
a time to tear down and a time to build,

a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance,

a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,

a time to search and a time to give up,
a time to keep and a time to throw away,
7 a time to tear and a time to mend,
a time to be silent and a time to speak,

a time to love and a time to hate,
a time for war and a time for peace.
?What do workers gain from their toil? 1°T have seen the burden God has laid on
the human race. !' He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set
eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from
beginning to end.

3
4
5

6

8

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Galatians 4:4-7
But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, > to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to
sonship. ¢ Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” ” So you are no longer a slave,
but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Please stand

Allelvia and Verse
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Holy Gospel John 3:1-6
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the
Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that

you
you
one
be b

are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs
are doing if God were not with him.” 3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no
can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” * “How can someone
orn when they are 0ld?”” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a

second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” ° Jesus answered, “Very truly I
tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and
the Spirit. ¢ Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.

(P)

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated

O Sing of Christ
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Bornnot of hu-man an - ces-try But bornof God in love.
That we might share Your wealth and name For all e - ter - ni - ty!
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958 Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing
House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001573 Tune: Public domain
Sermon
Please stand
Prayers

We pray for those sick and hospitalized.

We pray for the Lord to bring blessings and new beginnings in this new year.

We pray God's blessings on the marriage of Zack O'Connor and Mallory Mays. (Jan. 3)
We pray for students as they return to school after Christmas break.

We pray for the Stride Center and the work they do to serve our community.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Confession and Absolution

(P} By means of His Word and Supper, we gather together this day to receive
our Savior’s mercy and respond to Him in thanksgiving and praise. Because
of our sins of thought, word, and deed, we are unworthy of the grace we
receive. Yet at the invitation of our loving Redeemer, we come to His Table
and take our place with Him. Acknowledging our sin, let us find refuge in
our God of grace and say, “God be merciful to me, a sinner.” We confess:
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life, that we may enjoy the fullness of Your presence at the
feast You have prepared for all who trust in You. Amen.
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P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise again for you
so that you may be redeemed and restored. You have been invited to the
eternal banquet, the heavenly feast, where our Savior and Host serves to us
the forgiveness of sins. Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Words of Institution

Pax Domini
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.

And grant us peace, 0) Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Please be seated

Communion



There Is a Time for Everything
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time to mourn, A time for joy and to be  born,
ha - treds cease, A time for love, a time for peace.
path we trace, One day we shall see face to face.
praise we sing— There is a time for ev-’ry - thing!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 Tune: Stephen R. Johnson, 1966 Text: © 2002 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission:

LSB Hymn License no. 110001573 Tune: © 2002 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001573
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2 The Lamb, the Lamb, One per - fect fi - nal of - fer - ing.
3 The Lamb, the Lamb, As way - ward sheep their shep-herd kill
4 He sighs, He dies, He takes my sin  and wretch - ed - ness.
5 He rose, He rose, My heart with thanks now o - ver-flows.
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Faith sees, be - lieves God will pro - vide the Lamb of price!
The Lamb, the Lamb, Let earth join heav’n His praise to sing.
So  still, His will On our be - half the Law to fill.
He lives, for - gives, He gives me His own righ-teous - ness.
His song  pro-long Till ev - ry heart to Him be - long.
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Text and tune: Gerald P. Coleman, 1953-2023 Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers.
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001573

Please stand

Dismissal

Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction
(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
Amen.



Almighty Father, Bless the Word
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seed take root, Spring up, and bear a - bun - dant fruit!
wor - shiped here May all at last in heav’m ap - pear.
heav’'n-ly  host: Praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.

Text (sts. 1-2): Church Poetry, 1823, Philadelphia, alt.; (st. 3): Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois Text and tune: Public domain

Postlude




SERMON NOTES

Main Idea: The Incarnation was no accident. God entered history “at just the right time”
and filled time with eternity. Because of Bethlehem, time literally changed from B.C.
(before Christ) to A.D. (Anno Domini, Latin for "in the year of the Lord”). This means
that we are still living in “the year of the Lord”. God will continue to provide for you and
care for you at “just the right time”. We can live purposefully, secure in God’s perfect
timing for our lives.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
KIDS MINISTRY

January Quest Groups (Birth-6" Grade)

Quest Groups (Birth—6th Grade) meet on Sunday mornings from 9:30-10:30 AM in the Kids
Ministry hallway! This month, our kids are learning that when we follow Jesus and live out the
things we hear and learn, the Holy Spirit helps our faith grow. Questions? Contact Desiree Shaw
dshaw(@stpeters-columbus.org

NO Quest on January 4th due to Holiday Break

Kids Ministry Play & Grow Dates

Grownups with kids birth through kindergarten are invited to be a part of these fun play dates at
St. Peter's. Older homeschooled siblings are also welcome! This is a great time to get to know
other families through play and Jesus centered activities! If you would like notifications, contact
Katey at kmeadows@stpeters-columbus.org.

8am Kids Care

We will officially launch 8am Kids Care starting January 11th. It will be open to 0 - PreK. Doors
open at 7:45am. We are still looking for additional volunteers to serve once a month and/or
substitutes. Child care will be offered in the nursery room in the Kids Ministry hallway.

Quest Family Ice Skating

On Saturday, February 14th from 5:30-7:30pm, Kids Ministry is spreading the love with a special
night of fun at Hamilton Ice Arena. Kids of all ages — grown-ups too — are invited to bundle up,
gear up, and lace up for a memorable evening on the ice. Be sure to register ahead of time to save
your spot!

YOUTH MINISTRY

Trek Winter Retreat (7th-8th Graders): January 2-4 @ Lakeview Ministries.
Questions: Contact Bethany bhayes@stpeters-columbus.org

NO Trek at St. Peter’s on Jan 4

Venture (9th-12th Graders): Sun, Jan 4 at St. Peter’s, 6-8pm. Join us for dinner, games,
worship, and small group time.

Venture Colorado Mission Trip Meeting (current 8th-12th Graders):
Sun, Jan 11 @ 12:00PM in the Summit. Lunch provided.



BIBLICAL WORKSHOP: 5 TARGETS OF A DISCIPLE

You want to grow in your faith—but taking that next step can feel overwhelming?
That’s why we’re inviting you to a one-day workshop with Zach Zehnder, pastor
and author of the Red Letter Challenge. Together, we’ll explore five powerful ways

to follow Jesus more fully: being, forgiving, serving, giving, and going. Save the
date: Saturday, February 7 from 9 AM-3 PM. Cost is $10, and lunch is included. (@) cverer

2026-2027 SCHOOL ENROLLMENT

Please note that SPLS enrollment and reenrollment for the 2026-2027 school year is just around
the corner, and there are a few changes to our process. Current students may reenroll January 12 -
23 to guarantee placement for the 2026-2027 school year. The deadline to turn in your Financial
Information Form for guaranteed placement is January 23, 2026, and a $75 non-refundable
registration fee per child must also be turned in with the Financial Information Form. Failure to
turn these items in by January 23rd may result in your child being placed on a waiting list. Any
siblings of currently enrolled students may turn in an enrollment application beginning January
13. Members of the St. Peter's congregation and other LCMS congregations may turn in an
enrollment application beginning January 26 (SPL families will receive priority), and all other
students that do not have a sibling already enrolled at SPLS, or are not a member of SPLC or
another LCMS congregation may turn in an enrollment application beginning February 2. For
prospective new students, the $75 non-refundable registration fee does not need to be turned in
until the student has been accepted. If you have questions about our enrollment process, or would
like to learn more about our amazing school ministry, please contact our school principal, Mr.
Paul Meredith, pmeredith@stpeters-columbus.org.

ST. PETER'S LUTHERAN SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

All families are invited to the St. Peter's Lutheran School Open House night, Tuesday, January
20, 2026, at 6:00pm. Parents will learn more about our school ministry, discuss school readiness
issues, classroom structure, and a tour of our facilities will be provided. All interested families
with students in grades K-8 for the 2026-2027 school year are invited to attend! Please contact
our principal, Mr. Paul Meredith, at pmeredith@stpeters-columbus.org if you are interested in
learning more about St. Peter’s or would like to set up an appointment.

SEEKING NOMINATIONS FOR OPEN CHURCH COUNCIL POSITIONS

The deadline is Wednesday, January 14, 2026. For more details on Council m ﬂ:rl.!;l_..
requirements or to submit names, scan QR code for more information or email I'f:'"ﬁj
Julie Dietrich at JDietrich@stpeters-columbus.org. [=] 2



CONCERT SERIES

Sunday, February 15, 2026 @ 3:30pm - Dueling Pianos

Featuring performers from Jeffrey Bowen Music in Indianapolis, Dueling Pianos is a high-energy,
interactive performance. Their team of full-time professional musicians has performed at top venues
across the country, including in Las Vegas, New York, Chicago, and numerous locations throughout
the Midwest. They pride themselves on years of experience and a passion for live entertainment.

St. Peter’s is proud to present this concert through the support of all of our patrons and sponsors,
especially our Platinum Sponsors: Rusty and Holly Downey at Carpenter Realtors, and Jean and
Annette Donica at Remax.

WINTER CLOTHING DRIVE FOR THE STRIDE CENTER

To support the Stride Center—a safe, compassionate place for our unhoused neighbors and those
managing mental health challenges and substance use crises—we are collecting winter clothing.
Please consider donating adult coats, hats, gloves, scarves, and hand warmers. Collection boxes will
be located in the church and main lobby through Sunday, January 18. Clean out your closets, invite
your neighbors to join you, and help us share Christ’s love in a practical way. Questions? Contact
Mike Hinckfoot at MHinckfoot@stpeters-columbus.org or Melissa Clark at MClark@stpeters-
columbus.org (Matthew 25:36 - “I needed clothes, and you clothed me." Jesus)

GROWS5X2 PODCAST

The weekly podcast discussing Christian discipleship continues to drop new episodes each
Tuesday. During January, our topics will match our sermon series on "God Speaks" - how
Scripture can be used in our life as disciples. Julie Dietrich & George Denholm welcome the
following guests:

Dec 30 - Rev. Rich Rudowski from Lutheran Bible Translators - Introduction

Jan 6 - Rev. Joshua Haugen from Trinity Lutheran High - Useful for Teaching

Jan 13 - Aaron Littman from our own staff - Rebuking the Lies

Jan 20 - Rev. Doug Bauman from St. Paul Lutheran in Columbus - All Scripture Corrects

Jan 27 - Roger Watters, an elder at St. Peter's - Training in Righteousness

Episodes can be found on your favorite podcast provider or from the Resources tab on our St.
Peter's website.

NAMI (NATIONAL ALLIANCE ON MENTAL ILLNESS)

This Family to Family class is for those who have a loved one living with a mental illness
(schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, schizo-effective disorder, severe depression or anxiety, OCD,
PTSD, eating disorders). The class is led by trained family members, to better understand mental
illness and learn how to better walk alongside their loved one. They meet for 8 consecutive
Monday nights from 6:00 to 8:30pm beginning on January 12 and concluding March 2 at the
United Way Board Room in Columbus (1531 13th Street — 2nd floor). You can register by calling
812-376-9364 or 812-350-0609. Having a loved one who lives with a serious mental illness is
hard. This class offers skills, tools, and hope.
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SERVING
Preacher: Pastor Adam Rodriguez

Worship Leader: Pastor Tim Carter
Organist: Lindsey Fugill

WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICES
Contemporary: 6pm Saturdays and 10:45am Sundays
Traditional: 8am Sundays and 7pm Wednesdays

TO SUBMIT A PRAYER REQUEST
Call 812-372-1571 x2121 or complete the Prayer Request Form at: stpeterscolumbus.org

DOWNLOAD THE CHURCH CENTER APP

GETITON # Download on the
» Google Play [ ¢ App Store

Acknowledgments - Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia
Publishing House.Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®
Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®

ST. PETER'S
LUTHERAN

stpeterscolumbus.org Church: 812-372-1571  School: 812-372-5266
Facebook & Instagram: St. Peters Columbus-LCMS
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