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WELCOME!

My name is Adda, and I’m the founder and CEO of 

Skillcrush. It’s a pleasure to meet you, and I am so happy 

that you’ve found us!

When I founded Skillcrush back in 2012, I did it with a 

very specific mission in mind: to empower our students 
with the technical skills they need to enter high-
earning and flexible careers.

At the time, I had spent the previous 4 years working 

different jobs at various places in NYC: everything from a 

scrappy email newsletter startup to a digital ad agency to 

a large, publicly traded media company.

And then something happened that changed my life 

forever. But let me back up a bit first. ;)

During those four years, the work I was doing wasn’t 

glamorous or interesting, most of the time. I actually had 

a job where first thing every morning I’d call my manager 

to ask if he had anything for me, and for more than 4 

weeks in a row he said no!

But the positive aspect of not having a lot to do was that I 

had some time to pay attention to my surroundings, and 

I started to notice that some of my co-workers at these 

companies seemed to have it MADE.

https://skillcrush.com/
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Here I was, chained to my desk, doing all manner of rote 

tasks, while these guys (yes, they were all guys) seemed to 

play by a completely different set of rules:

They worked flexible hours, with plenty of time to 

spend with their families.

They rarely needed to show up to the office (in fact, 

some of them worked remotely from places like 

Idaho and Hawaii).

They billed what seemed to me at the time absurdly 

high rates ($50-$150/hr).

They got to do the most interesting and compelling 

work.

They had an open door to all of upper management.

And they walked around with the confident swagger 

of people who knew that if this freelance gig didn’t 

work out, they could walk into six-figure jobs at a 

tech company like THAT.

In other words, my $31,000 salary and I had a front row seat 

to “how the other half lives.” And I wanted in.

What made them so valuable and sought after? What 

did these guys know that I didn’t? It took me a few years 

before I’d figure that out. And you better believe that I 

made about every self-defeating mistake in the book 

along the way…

So why am I telling you all of this?
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Because I know what it’s like to work at a job that’s 
mind-numbingly boring.

And I know what it’s like to make no money (try making 

ends meet in NYC on $31,000/year).

And I know that feeling of being stuck, commuting 

everyday to a cubicle where you sit and think about 

how you’re wasting your life, spending your afternoons 

pushing paper instead of pushing your daughter on the 

swing.

But it doesn’t have to be this way.

SERIOUSLY, if you’re feeling frustrated not making 

enough money or having to show up at the office every. 

single. day. or not knowing if you’ll ever be able to 

balance work and life:

There’s a whole world of possibilities out there for you, 

and figuring out what you need to do to get there is WAY 

EASIER than you think.

And yes, learning tech skills is going to be key to 
making it happen.

xoxo,
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ABOUT ADDA BIRNIR
SKILLCRUSH FOUNDER & CEO

Adda is founder and CEO of Skillcrush, the country’s 

largest online education company focused on training 

women in technical topics, boasting an audience of 

over 400,000 people learning life-changing digital skills!

Before founding Skillcrush, Adda ran a web design 

and development company that built sites for media 

clients such as The New York Times, ProPublica, the 

Manhattan Neighborhood Network, and MTV. She 

has been named one of the “20 Women to Watch in 

Media” by the Columbia Journalism Review, one of 

the “30 Most Important Women in Tech” by Business 

Insider, and has been featured on the BBC, PBS, Fast 

Company, and Mashable. She was recently appointed 

by Mayor Bill DeBlasio to the New York City Workforce 

Development Board.

When not developing or teaching at Skillcrush, she 

enjoys exploring her home borough of Queens and 

hanging out with her husband and newborn son!
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WHAT THE BREAK INTO TECH 
COURSE PACKAGE IS ALL ABOUT

When you’re starting out in tech, figuring out what job 

to go after and what skills to learn can feel like a huge 

obstacle. 

Our one-of-a kind, 100% online digital skill training 

program is customized to your unique goals. We’ll help 

you learn the skills you need, choose the right career 

path, and get set up for success in the career of your 

dreams. 

Scroll on to the next page to see how the The Break Into 

Tech course package works.
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No More Tough Decisions

Three Structured Phases

Step-By-Step Personalization & Mentorship

You Set The Pace

You Define Success

Real Results

The Break Into Tech course package is designed so you can start as a 

complete beginner and get personalized career coaching every step 

of the way. We’ll guide you through each step, so you never have to 

make a big decision alone.

With built-in checkpoints and three phases of progressive learning, 

you’ll always have an eye on your progress and know exactly when 

you’re job-ready.

No tech career is exactly like another. That’s why your Break Into 

Tech course package is fully personalized to serve your unique 

career goals.

Unlike most bootcamps, you don’t have to quit your job or move to 

the big city to learn the skills you need. And you can work at your 

own pace, whether that’s five hours a week or 25.

Whether you’re learning tech skills to get a remote job or to start 

freelancing, we’ll show you exactly what to do to get there—and we’ll  

guide you every step of the way.

We won’t rest until you’ve reached your career goals, whether that 

means building up a stable set of clients or getting a job offer from a 

tech company.
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BUILD YOUR 
FOUNDATION

1
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PHASE 1. 
BUILD YOUR FOUNDATION

Kick things off with a solid foundation in web coding 

languages and industry best practices.

TIMELINE: ~ 3 MONTHS I 10 HOURS/WEEK

AT THE END OF THIS PHASE, YOU’LL HAVE:

A built-from-scratch personal portfolio website

Three professional quality web projects to show off 

in your portfolio

An understanding of what Git and GitHub are and 

how they’re used in a professional setting

SUPPORT: 

Meet with your career counselor to discuss your 

career goals and get advice on your learning path

Attend live weekly group Q&A sessions 

Join an active community of classmates and instructors

Receive in-lesson feedback

Get email support from mentors and instructors
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THE CURRICULUM

ORIENTATION

CLASS

CLASS

MILESTONE

ASSESSMENT

STARTING THE PROGRAM

Find out what to expect from your classes, how to connect 

with your instructor and classmates, where to get help, 

important tips for learning success, and more.

HTML & CSS

Learn the fundamentals of HTML and CSS, the foundational 

coding languages that all websites are built on.

Projects: Jubilee Austen Portfolio  l  Rogue Pickings Website

GIT, GITHUB & THE COMMAND LINE

Learn how to use the most popular and essential collaboration 

and version control tools.

PHASE 1 FINAL ASSESSMENT

Pass a multiple-choice final quiz to reinforce everything you’ve 

learned before moving on to the next phase.

BUILD & LAUNCH A PORTFOLIO WEBSITE

Code and launch your own personally branded portfolio.

Projects: Portfolio Website Example

FOUNDATION CLASSES
1

https://skillcrush.github.io/101-jubilee_austen/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/rogue.png
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/lisawcrawford.com_.png
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SPECIALIZATION 
CLASSES

* ALL CLASSES SHOWN ARE INCLUDED *

2
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PHASE 2. 
SPECIALIZATION CLASSES

Now that you have a solid foundation, it’s time to specialize! 

You’ll work with your career counselor to customize your 

learning path for a more immersive experience in your 

areas of interest. Or you can choose to take all the classes!

TIMELINE: VARIES DEPENDING ON THE PATH YOU PICK

AT THE END OF THIS PHASE, YOU’LL HAVE:

An impressive portfolio of projects that you can use 

as templates for your upcoming paid work

The confidence and skills you need to work with 

paying clients

SUPPORT: 

Meet with your career counselor to discuss your 

career goals and get advice on your learning path

Attend live weekly group Q&A sessions 

Join an active community of classmates and instructors

Receive in-lesson feedback

Get email support from mentors and instructors
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VISUAL DESIGN 
    TIMELINE: ~ 2-3 MONTHS I 10 HOURS/WEEK 

PHASE 2. PROGRAM
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THE CURRICULUM

CLASS

CLASS

CLASS

ASSESSMENT

VISUAL DESIGN FUNDAMENTALS & TOOLS

Learn the basic principles of designing for the web, including 

how to create user personas, Photoshop for web design, 

color schemes, typescales, wireframes with Figma, and visual 

hierarchy.

Projects: Design a Business Card  l  Make a Branded Portfolio Website

BRANDING & IDENTITY DESIGN

Learn how to build and design a company’s brand and identity, 

including how to create audience profiles, mission statements, 

logos in Adobe Illustrator, and a style guide in Adobe InDesign.

Projects: Design a Logo  l  Create an Icon Pair

                Design a Social Media Header  l  Design a Style Guide

VISUAL DESIGN FINAL ASSESSMENT

Pass a multiple-choice final quiz to reinforce everything you’ve 

learned in this segment.

VISUAL DESIGN PROFESSIONAL

Learn how to successfully launch a brand, including how to 

design a landing page, iterate based on feedback, and kickstart 

your career as a visual designer.

Projects: Design a landing page  l  Design a resume

             Set up your social media presence

VISUAL DESIGN
2

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/sadie-sharp-business-card.png
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Sadie-Sharp-Styled-Wireframe.png
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/scoop-logo-variation.png
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/scoop-icon-set_png__2000%C3%972000_.png
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/skillcrush-scoop-facebook-header.png
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/scoop-style-guide.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/scoop-landing-page.jpg
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/resume.png
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WEB DESIGN 
    TIMELINE: ~ 1-2 MONTHS I 10 HOURS/WEEK 

PHASE 2. PROGRAM
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THE CURRICULUM

CLASS

WEB DESIGN FUNDAMENTALS

In this class, you’ll learn web design step-by-step, beginning 

with how to plan a web design project from start to finish, 

how to design a friendly user experience, and how to 

create a gorgeous web design everyone will love! And, in 

keeping with digital and mobile device trends, you’ll also 

learn how to design mobile-first, responsive websites. By 

the end of this course, you will know all the foundational 

skills professional web designers need, including—but not 

limited to—typography, color, layout, responsive design, 

and how to use popular web design software.

Projects: Design a One Page Client Website

WEB DESIGN
2

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/L14-desktop-artboard-final-comp.png
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FRONT END 
DEVELOPMENT 

   TIMELINE: ~ 2-3 MONTHS I 10 HOURS/WEEK 

PHASE 2. PROGRAM
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THE CURRICULUM

CLASS

CLASS

ASSESSMENT

MILESTONE

INTRO TO JAVASCRIPT

Learn the JavaScript principles you need to get started as 

a developer, including computational thinking, algorithms, 

objects, loops, arrays, and more.

Projects: LOLcat Clock  l  Magic 8 Ball  l  Election Results Map

RESPONSIVE WEB DEVELOPMENT

Learn the process for developing responsive web designs, 

including how to set up your code, set breakpoints for 

different screen sizes, make responsive typography and 

images, and code responsive layouts.

Projects: Make Rogue Pickings Responsive

                Unplugged Website - Desktop  /  Tablet  /  Mobile

COMPLETE A SIMPLE PROJECT

We’ll guide you through completing—and getting paid for—

your very first simple design project.

FRONT END FINAL ASSESSMENT

Pass a multiple-choice final quiz to reinforce everything you’ve 

learned in this segment.

FRONT END DEVELOPMENT
2

https://skillcrush.github.io/102-lol_cat_clock/
https://skillcrush.github.io/102-magic_8_ball/
https://jsbin.com/catuze/13/edit?output
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/rogue_mobile.png
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/unplugged-homepage-desktop.png
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/unplugged-homepage-tablet.png
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/unplugged-homepage-mobile.png
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WORDPRESS 
DEVELOPMENT 

   TIMELINE: ~ 2-3 MONTHS I 10 HOURS/WEEK 

PHASE 2. PROGRAM
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THE CURRICULUM

CLASS

CLASS

INTRO TO WORDPRESS

Learn the basics of the most in-demand content management 

system on the web, including the full admin back-end, posts, 

pages, loops, and how to install and customize themes.

Projects: Make a Starter Theme - Landing Page / Blog

                Comments Page / Categories Page

WORDPRESS PROFESSIONAL BEST PRACTICES

Learn how to build WordPress into a robust content 

management system using a wide range of plug-ins, custom 

post types, and a few other tricks used by the pros.

Projects: Accelerate Child Theme - Landing Page / Case Study Page

                Case Study Single Page / About Page / Contact Page

WORDPRESS DEVELOPMENT
2

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/landing.png
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/blog.png
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/comments.png
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/category.png
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Skillcrush203_landingadvanced.jpg
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Skillcrush203_casestudypg.jpg
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Skillcrush203_casestudysingle.jpg
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Skillcrush203_aboutpg.jpg
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.skillcrush.com/skillcrush/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Skillcrush203_contactpg.jpg
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CAREER PREP + 
MENTORSHIP

3
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PHASE 3. 
CAREER PREP + MENTORSHIP

Now that you have the skills you need, it’s all about applying 

them in the real world! In this phase, you’ll work with your 

career counselor to decide what success looks like for you, 

whether that’s freelancing or landing a job in tech.

TIMELINE: ~ 1 MONTH

AT THE END OF THIS PHASE, YOU WILL:

Feel confident in taking on professional level clients to 

beef up your portfolio

Feel prepared to take on your first tech interviews and 

land the job (if you haven’t already)!

SUPPORT: 

Meet with your career counselor to get advice on your 

career path and specialization options

Attend live weekly group Q&A sessions 

Join an active community of classmates and instructors

Receive in-lesson feedback

Get email support from mentors and instructors
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THE CURRICULUM

CLASS

ACTIVITY

ACTIVITY

CLASS

INTRODUCTION TO FREELANCING

Learn everything you need to know to start working on 

freelance projects, including how to overcome imposter 

syndrome, price and market your services, find clients, land 

a paid project, scope and budget your project, and write and 

present a winning proposal.

BUILD A FREELANCE BUSINESS

Level up and learn how to build and market a successful 

freelance business, set up your client workflow, business 

license, taxes, and accounting, and maintain a healthy 

pipeline of clients.

PREPARE & PRACTICE CLIENT SCENARIOS

Prepare and practice various client discussion and 

presentation scenarios with an advisor.

PREPARE & PRACTICE INTERVIEWING TECHNIQUES

Prepare and practice various interviewing techniques in 

advance of a 1-on-1 mock interview with an advisor.

FREELANCING &  EMPLOYMENT PREP
3
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GRADUATION 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

4
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AFTER YOUR COURSES

Once you’re satisfied with all the skills and expertise 

you’ve learned, it’s time to get out there and start 

applying them in the real world! We’ll help you get all 

your ducks in a row and put your best foot forward.

CONTINUED SUPPORT:

Slack support from peers and instructors—once a 

Skillcrusher, always a Skillcrusher!

Feedback on your portfolio for life

Interview tips, tricks, and practice from mentors 

and alumni in the industry



BREAK INTO TECH
SYLLABUS

The Break Into Tech Course Package Syllabus 27

JOBS YOU CAN 
APPLY FOR 

AFTER THE BREAK INTO TECH COURSE PACKAGE

$
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JOBS YOU CAN APPLY FOR 
AFTER GRADUATION

Where can you work after you learn tech skills? Since 

tech is in every facet of our lives, there are infinite job 

titles and career possibilities available to you when 

you add tech skills to your resume. These are only 

some of the most common job titles and are not an 

exhaustive list. A lot of our students use their previous 

job experience to make their own careers.

IF YOU TAKE VISUAL/WEB DESIGN COURSES

Visual Designer (view salary info)

Graphic Designer (view salary info)

Web Designer (view salary info)

UI Designer (view salary info)

Freelance Designer (salary varies)

IF YOU TAKE FRONT END DEVELOPMENT 

COURSES

Front End Developer (view salary info)

Web Developer (view salary info)

Front End Engineer (view salary info)

Freelance Developer (salary varies)

IF YOU TAKE WORDPRESS DEVELOPMENT 

COURSES

WordPress Developer (view salary info)

Freelance Developer (salary varies)

https://www.indeed.com/salaries/visual-designer-Salaries
https://www.indeed.com/career/graphic-designer/salaries
https://www.indeed.com/career/web-designer/salaries
https://www.indeed.com/salaries/user-interface-designer-Salaries
https://www.indeed.com/career/front-end-developer/salaries
https://www.indeed.com/career/web-developer/salaries
https://www.indeed.com/career/front-end-developer/salaries
https://www.indeed.com/salaries/wordpress-developer-Salaries
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TESTIMONIALS
STORIES FROM OUR AMAZING STUDENTS

“



BREAK INTO TECH
SYLLABUS

The Break Into Tech Course Package Syllabus 30

Kandis Flick, Information Analyst

I broke into tech! Just found out that I officially got the job today. I am 

moving from Investment Accounting to Financial Systems within my current 

company. I’ll be working on the implementation of the financial portion of 

our company’s new ERP (Workday). THRILLED! I don’t think that this would 

have happened if I hadn’t gone through this program. During my interview 

process, I shared my portfolio and github, showing them that I am willing 

and able to dedicate myself to learning new technology. I won’t be directly 

coding in this project, but being able to speak about and understand tech is 

vital to my new role, and they also value the 10+ years of financial reporting 

experience that I have. It’s perfect. SO HAPPY!

Melissa Gerbereux, Creative Developer

Skillcrush completely changed my life and gave me the skills and confidence 

to change careers in my 30s. Only 10 months after starting my first lesson, 

I was able to land a flexible job at a media agency and am continuously 

growing my freelance web design/dev business. Can’t say enough amazing 

things about the entire Skillcrush team and learning process! Keep being 

awesome and empowering women to break into tech!

Baylee Davis, Consultant

I was able to leverage the skills learned from Skillcrush to attract different 

types of projects/clients for my consulting business. I signed a contract with 

a local artist to redesign and replatform her website :) thanks SO MUCH!!!!!!!
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Margie Southworth, Web Designer

I increased my salary to 2.5X what it was–and now I work flex time.

Zach Dunlap, Web Developer

Skillcrush was exactly what I needed to land the job I wanted. I am now a 

salaried employee doing a job I love thanks to Skillcrush.

Anna Haefele, HR Professional

I still haven’t finished the freelance section of the course, but it’s highly ironic 

because the only reason I haven’t done it is because I’m working on real 

projects for real clients.

Brianne Whitacre, Happiness Engineer

I found the listing for this job through Remotive, and my skills in web design, 

CSS, and WordPress are what helped me with my application process and 

my paid trial work!

I’ll be starting my full time work at Automattic in January 2019, and I have 

Skillcrush to thank for offering me the skill and resources to apply for this 

role — thank you all so much!
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THIS IS YOUR TIME 

The world needs more people like you in tech!

If you’re ready to enroll, visit skillcrush.com/break-into-tech.

On behalf of myself, our team and our entire Skillcrush 

community, we can’t WAIT to get to help you on your career 

change journey! 

https://skillcrush.com/break-into-tech-blueprint
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STILL HAVE 
QUESTIONS?

Email hello@skillcrush.com


