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ultimate versatile vise
Auxiliary Jaws

The Ultimate Versatile Vise sold by 
Garrett Wade provides a solution to 
a lot of unique clamping problems.  
But to make it even more versatile, 
I made a pair of auxiliary jaws, as 
you can see in the photo at right.

The auxiliary jaws are shaped 
to allow them to pivot slightly 
when clamping odd-shaped parts. 
The photos below show you how 
they’re made.

Rip the Bevels. I started with 
1⁄2"-thick maple blanks cut to over-
all size. The double bevel on the 
back side provides the pivoting 
action. To cut these bevels at the 
table saw, I set the blade height to 
half the width of the blank (about 
13⁄4" high). Set the rip fence 1⁄8" 
away from the blade. Now tilt the 
blade away from the rip fence until 
the top of the blade is 1⁄2" from the 
fence. Make a pass on each side to 
create a pivot line down the middle 
of the blank. 

Saw to Shape. The rest of the 
shaping I did at the band saw after 
a little layout work. The slot is 
sized to fit loosely over the bar of 
the vise to allow the jaw to pivot.

After sanding all the edges 
smooth, you can add leather faces. 
I used wood glue to fasten them to 
the jaws. The leather helps grip the 
workpiece and cushions it to pre-
vent damage to your work. Apply-
ing a couple coats of finish to the 
wood will make it easier to keep 
the jaws clean. 

To use the jaws, simply slip them 
over the vise bar as shown in the 
main photo above.

Build this pair of jaws to make your vise more functional.


