1 Thessalonians 4 – Studying a Doctrine
We will use this chapter to show one approach to the study of a doctrine or subject. We will look together at the subject of the rapture, the Lord(s coming for His people. Before looking directly at that subject, we will consider a few things and also take a look at the chapter in its entirety. A doctrine or subject must never be divorced from the context in which it is found.

Question: Why have some called this the Enoch chapter? 

Chapter outline:
vv 1-8 Holiness

vv 9-10 Harmony

vv 11-12 Honesty

vv 13-18 Hope

Notice two main subjects which will help us understand the chapter: (1) God is dealing with our bodies (vv 3, 4, 11, 13-18). (2) God is showing that we ought to be distinct from others - v 5 not as the Gentiles, v 12 not as those without; v 13 not as others.

Now bring together all the teaching about the Lord(s coming we have looked at so far in the epistle:
ch 1:9-10; ch 2:19-20; ch 3:12-13; ch 4: 13-18

Add to these references the other important New Testament references to the Lord(s coming for His people: John 14:1-4; 21:22-23; 1 Cor 15:51-58 (keep in mind this is mainly about resurrection, not just the rapture), Phil 3:20-21; Col 3:1-4; 2 Cor 5:10. 

Notice how the teaching about the rapture broadens from chapter 1 through chapter 5 of our epistle. Principle of progressive revelation
Ch 1: Who is coming?

Ch 2: What will happen when He Comes?
Ch 3: What will happen after the Judgment seat? 
Ch 4: Who will be ruptured? 

ch 5:6-10, 23 What is the present effect of that future hope?

Now come back to chapter 4:13-18 and look at the verses in detail.

From what you have learned already in the epistle about the persecution they were enduring and what Paul had taught them already (Acts 17:7), what do you think these believers were concerned about?

If you were outlining this in a general way:

Hope which is Alien to the World vv 13

Hope which is Assured by Death and Resurrection of Christ vv 14

Hope which is Affirmed by the Word of the Lord vv 15

Hope which Affords Comfort to the Saints vv 15-18

Notice however -

A Revelation –

Confirmation

An Expectation 

Identification

Specification

Location

Consummation
Destination
Consolation

Now place all five chapters together and give a title to the teaching concerning the Lord(s coming in each chapter:

ch 1 The Conversion of Sinners

ch 2 The Compensation of Servants

ch 3 The Character of Saints

ch 4 The Comfort of the Sorrowing

ch 5 The Consecration of Sons

