1 Thessalonians 2- Biography
Setting of the Chapter and its Implication
Salvation of chapter 1 will lead to the struggles of ch 3. If they are to stand in ch 3 they will require the shepherd care of ch 2;

Also, it is evident that God never intended infants to stay in infancy.

Stimulus for Writing and His Provocation/Explanation
Style of the chapter 
Warm and family, family atmosphere toward the believers

Firm, stern, and unyielding on the attackers.

Similes of the Servant for our Illumination
· Find four similes of Paul as a Servant
Stages of Development and their Gradation
ch 1 - Birth, new born ones

ch 2 - The Nursery, growth

ch 3 - Standing 

ch 4 - Walking

ch 5 - Warfare

Sensitivity of the Servant and His Preservation
Ye know - vv 1, 5, 10, 11

Transparency of his Conduct

God is witness vv 4, 5, 10, 19
Tenderness of His Conscience

Statements Recurring and their Connotation
Gospel: v 2 - Conflict which it brings

v 4 - Consciousness of a trust

v 8 - Concern it begets in the evangelist/shepherd

v 9 - Care it demands

Glory 
v 6    shunned - avoided

v12   shared - appreciated

v20   
         - anticipated

God (14x in the chapter) vv 2, 2, 4, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 13, 13, 14, 15

Numerous triplets as well - v 3; vv 5, 6; v 10; v 11; vv 15-16; v 19

Structure
Look at the chapter and study it as though you were studying Paul(s biography:

Sections of the chapter
1 Thess 2:1-20

1. Vv 1-4 His Motives Transparent - The Transparency - The Godly Servant
Sincerity v 2

Purity of Character v 3

Fidelity and Responsibility v 4

Accountability to God v 4

2. vv 5-8 His Manner Among them - The Nourishing - Giving Mother
Absence of affectation, avarice, ambition

Abundance of Love, Liberality. Longing

3. vv 9-12 His Ministry to them 
- The Nurturing - Guiding Father
Irreproachable Testimony

Individual Interest - 

Intelligent Application

Instilling of Purpose

4. vv 13-16 The Message he Gave them - The Cherishing - Grateful Workman
Received as the Word of God, not of men

Resulted in Affliction and Persecution

Reflection of what others endured v 15-16

Constancy of their opposition

Contrariness of their behavior

Condemnation for their behavior

5. vv 17-20 What they Meant to him - The Longing - Guarding Shepherd
His Heart

His Hindrance

His Hope

1 Thessalonians 3 - Word Study
We will use this chapter for highlighting the study of a word. 

Notice that the word (faith( recurs five times in this chapter. You could go back to chapter 2 and look at how often the word (gospel( occurs, as well.

Find the first and last mentions of faith in the Bible and see what they teach.
Write down the five times (faith( occurs in the chapter. Notice:

· v  2 To establish you and comfort you concerning your faith 


· V 5 To know your faith, lest the tempter have tempted you



· V 6 Good tidings of your faith and love

· V 7 Comfort in our affliction and distress by your faith

· V 10 Desire to perfect that which is lacking in your faith 

Now take each of these statements and look at what can be learned about faith:

v 2 Comfort you concerning your faith

V 5 To know your faith lest the tempter have tempted you

V 6 Good tidings of your faith and love.

V 7 We were comforted over you in our affliction and distress by your faith

V 10 Might perfect that which is lacking in your faith.

