Principles of Interpreting Scripture – Pathways of Study
1 Cor 2:9-16; Prov 2:1-9 etc 

1. The Confidence in Communication - 1 Cor 2
God has always desired to communicate with us: John 1:1; 1 Cor 2:10

Impossibility apart from Revelation 

Importance of Scripture over experience - Matt 11:2-6; Heb 12

2. The Completeness of Revelation -
We have the mind of Christ - what does that mean?

Jude - faith once for all

3. The Context 

The single most important principle in understanding your Bible

Deut 22:10 Context and Old vs. New Testament

Heb 10:26 Context and the Entire Book

Matt 10:5   Context and the Time - Matt 28:19

1 Cor 7:7   Context and the Chapter

John 11:14, 15 Context and the entire Sentence

4. The Consistency with the Remainder of Scripture - 

Acts 2:41-47 certain things remained throughout Acts into the epistles, and certain things were for a crisis situation 

Gen 22 and Law of first mention: Love, Worship; submission in the NT

Gen 22 and Law of Progressive Revelation - Lamb; look at the law of progressive revelation 

5. The Clear Meaning of the Passage - taking Grammar into account etc - Tenses, voices

The Measure of Inspiration - How much is inspired?

Matt 5:48 jot - smallest letter is inspired

Matt 22:31 verb tenses inspired

John 10:34 Scripture cannot be broken

1 Cor 2:13 Words inspired

Gal 3:16 number inspired

6. The Choice of Words - 1 Cor 2; 13 

We have not been given ideas or suggestions

God has revealed truth in words; he has communicated His mind to us.

7. The Comparison of Scriptures 
Compare within a passage: Look at 2 Kings 5 and two servants contrasted

Compare sections: Look at Matthew and the two feasts and the contrasting fates of two men - Peter and John the Baptist

Compare of Eph 5:18, 19 with Col 3:16, 17

Compare 1 Cor 11:23 with Luke 22:14-23

8. The Communion with God - prayer, meditation - so necessary 

Prayer - dependence
Diligence - Prov 2 if thou seekest her as treasure; expressions of 1 Pet 1

Meditation - Ps 1

Obedience - Ps 25 (To such as keep His covenant(
Pathways for Study

How do I read the Scriptures? 

Dependence upon the Spirit of God - Eph 1:17, 18; 1 Cor 2:7-12; not a school text which requires only application of intellectual powers. It is a spiritual book with spiritual teaching. 

Devotion in my heart to Christ - Look for Christ in all the Scriptures; He is there either in comparison, concept, contrast, or content; 1 Peter 1:11

Discipline in Study

Motives - not an accumulation of knowledge but to know Him

Mechanics - regular, systematic,

Material - note book, concordance, dictionary, Bible programs, Lexicons and word            
helps, commentaries, translations
Methods of Bible Study - Analogy of a forest

Synthetic - Seeing the Forest

Analytic - Seeing the Trees

Microscopic - Looking under the leaves

Devotional – Looking for only one tree

Biographical - Looking at all the same tree wherever found

Practical - Eating the fruit from the tree

Topical - What themes are introduced? Is there a theme in this                                                      forest?

Typical - What do these trees remind me of?

Structural - Is there a design to this forest?

Diligence in Obedience

Obedience to the Scriptures as they are revealed is the greatest key to more being opened. 

