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REMEMBER,
HE
CREATED
YOU
FOR THIS.
Don’t be afraid. Just believe. Mark 5:36
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Over the past five years, I have had the honor of 
representing South Dakota soybean farmers as a 
board member and as President of SDSA. I have 
learned a lot and made some great connections and 

friendships along that journey. I was recently selected to fill a 
board seat on the national soybean board, American Soybean 
Association (ASA), which was vacated by my father. 

His term limit has come up, and he is retiring from ASA 
after ten years on their board. I have been fortunate enough to 
have my dad as a source of experience and knowledge about 
all things soybeans and policy. I believe that we were the first 
father/son duo to be president of the state and national board at 
the same time. It fuels my passion for farming and soybeans to 
be given the honor of moving into this new position. It’s pretty cool to me that I get to take 
my dad’s spot too. 

My time on the SDSA board has been very valuable. Our “soy family” has changed 
and grown over time with directors and staff coming and going. We joke about everyone 
involved in soybean work being family, but it truly has been like family to me. The people 
you meet from around the state and nation are incredible. The knowledge and experience of 
the people handling the policy work and the checkoff are truly world-class. Thank you to all 
of the board members that I have had the pleasure of working with on this journey. I have 
learned something from each one of you. 

The policy work and the programs that we are involved with would not happen without 
our staff. Led by Mr. Soy himself, Jerry Schmitz, our staff has shown a strong passion for 
the soybean industry and the work that we do. Countless hours are poured into programs 
like AgOutlook, Dakota Fest, Hungry for Truth, state elections, monitoring bills in Pierre, 
along with many more. I am proud of our staff and the efficiency and talent that they have. 
They all make us look good, and we couldn’t do it without them. 

This is starting to sound like an acceptance speech at some awards banquet, but as I 
reflect back on the past five years, I want to thank the people that don’t always get the 
praise they deserve. I believe we have the best staff in the country! If you or someone you 
know has a passion for farming and would like to get involved with South Dakota Soybean 
Association, please reach out to us. I can say from experience that it is not a waste of time. 
There are always issues big and small that affect farming in our state, and this is one of the 
best places to be a part of the conversation. 

This is my last president’s letter for the magazine, but I have enjoyed writing them, and I 
hope you have found value in reading them. Thank you to everyone that has placed trust in 
me to lead SDSA and to represent them on the national level. I do not take the responsibility 
lightly and will work hard to best represent our great state and the farmers that call it home. 
I love being a part of the soy family and am looking forward to my time on ASA.  

PRESIDENT’S OUTLOOK

JORDAN SCOTT 
President of SDSA

Paying checkoff does not automatically 
make you a member of SDSA. SDSA has 
membership dues.

By Jordan Scott, SDSA President
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN

When news broke during the 2022 soybean harvest 
that the Mississippi River couldn’t sustain normal 
barge traffic, we were immediately concerned 
about the effect on basis. Fortunately, with 

previous and current checkoff investments, soybean farmers have 
access to options. 

Fortunately, the PNW and Grays Harbor export facilities 
can accept our soybeans on unit trains allowing soybeans and 
soybean meal to be exported. Our soybean checkoff at the state 
and national level has invested in the PNW to ensure sound 
export options. When soybean harvest reached the end, basis only 
strengthened giving more money to our soybean farmers. 

All soybean checkoff investments must meet the federal Act 
and Order criteria to be eligible and at the state and national level, 
we have the correct checks and balances. Infrastructure is an 
important checkoff investment coupled with our work to expand 
trade options, consumer education, research, communication, and 
further livestock development.

I feel fortunate to serve with a diverse board of directors. 
We are all elected from one of the nine districts that cover 
South Dakota. We have directors who are very involved in soy 
consumer education/nutrition, poultry export markets, pork 
and red meat exports, renewable/clean fuels diesel, and soy 
aquaculture. Many of our directors also serve on boards in our 
state representing the soybean industry such as South Dakota 
Value Added Agriculture.

This spring, we have an election for three of our directors: 
districts 1, 2, and 8. The three-year term starts July 1st. If you are 
interested in running for the board please contact the SD Soybean 

office at (605) 330-9942 
or info@sdsoybean.org. 
In order to be a qualified 
candidate, you must raise 
soybeans and reside in the 
district up for election. You 
will also need to have 15 
soybean growers in your 
district sign a petition. The 
election is typically held 
in May. Please reach out 
to existing board members 
if you are interested in 
serving now or in the 
future.  

JASON FRERICHS 
SDSRPC Chairman

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

By Jason Frerichs, Chairman of the South Dakota Soybean Research 
and Promotion Council
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INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

SIOUX FALLS, SD, OCTOBER 14 - 15

SD Soybean saw huge success at Expo for 
her. Everyone who stopped by the booth had 
a chance to answer four agriculture questions 
and enter to win a high-speed blender. The 
booth included recipe cards from farmers, a 
soy byproduct discussion, and a display, and we 
gave away a Hungry for Truth measuring spoon.  

Dietician Charlotte Rommereim represented 
SD Soybean on the main stage on Friday 
night to talk about “Soyfoods: Easy, Nutritious 
Solutions for Your Busy Life.”  She demonstrated 
four recipes. Each recipe was sampled by the 
audience, with the favorite being a blended 
edamame dip. SD Soybean staff Maggie and 
Bonnie assisted “behind the scenes” while 
Charlotte demonstrated her soy recipes. After 
the presentation, Charlotte had people stop by 
the booth with follow-up questions.

Expo for Her

Soy Industry NEWS

Tim Ostrem has been 
elected to the Clean 
Fuels Alliance America 
governing board for  
a two-year term.  
Congrats, Tim!

The SD Soybean Checkoff was a vendor at 
the SD Women in Ag Conference on October 
6-7. SD Soybean Program Manager Bonnie 
Dybedahl engaged with attendees and 
provided education on soybean uses.

Swine Day at SDSU

Tim Ostrem

It was a 
packed house 
at McCrory 
Gardens 
for the 6th 
Annual Swine 
Day at SDSU. 
Speakers touched on nursery pig ingredients 
and enzymes, gilt development, feeding 
sows, and alternative feed ingredients. Dr. 
Steve Meyer with Partners for Production 
Agriculture spoke about the tremendous 
demand for pork, sustainability, and how the 
incredible demand for soybean oil is driving 
soybean prices. He gave a very positive 
outlook on livestock and grains.

After the general sessions, the SDSU Swine 
Education Advisory Council (composed of 
supporters of the SDSU Swine Unit) met 
to discuss the successes of the Swine Unit, 
particularly the ability to invite visitors 
virtually to show them how swine are cared 
for. Dr. Thaler mentioned that the working 
facility, which allows students to participate 
in all aspects of swine production, has 
attracted students from across the United 
States to SDSU.  

This video was shared after the meeting: 
Five-Star Hotel Concept Shocks Focus 
Group – find it on the National Pork Board’s 
YouTube channel. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=D7zEh2IlXtY

CENTERVILLE, S.D.

By Jerry Schmitz, Executive Director of 
SDSA and SDSRPC

By Bonnie Dybedahl, SD Soybean 
Program Manager

During the South Dakota Soybean 
Association meeting on November 17, the 
West Central FFA Ag Issues Team presented 
on The Summit Carbon Solutions Pipeline.  
The board members had great questions 
for them, and we wished them well as they 
prepared for the state competition.

SD Soybean  
Association Meeting

SD Women in Ag  
Conference
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Philippines Trade Team

SDSU Ag Communicators 
of Tomorrow

Feeding South Dakota
SDSRPC Director 
Mike McCranie, 
SDSA Director Jeff 
Thompson, and 
SD Soybean staff 
Bonnie Dybedahl 
and Mariah Kessler 
visited Feeding 
South Dakota in 
Sioux Falls to take 
a tour and present 
a donation from the SD Soybean Checkoff.  
Read more on page 10.

On October 10-11, South Dakota Soybean hosted 
a trade team from the Philippines. They arrived 
on Monday, Oct. 11 and were joined by several 
staff and board members for a dinner in Sioux 
Falls. On Tuesday, Oct. 12, they headed to 
Brookings to tour Prairie AquaTech’s research 
facility before visiting Jordan Scott’s farm near 
Valley Springs, S.D. The group met Jordan 
and Kevin Scott at A Homestead Brew for a 
discussion on production ag and sustainability 
before moving to the field the Scotts were 
combining. The attendees had the chance to ride 
in the combine with Jordan and get a firsthand 
view of harvest in S.D.

SDSU hosted 
the National 
Agricultural 
Communicators 
of Tomorrow 
Conference on 
November 15th. 
SD Soybean 
Communications 
Director Mariah 
Kessler was 
invited to speak 
with attendees from across the country in four 
discussion sessions. The students asked a variety 
of questions, mainly about communications 
strategy and career readiness.

Mariah Kessler with discussion 
speakers (left to right): Donna 

Moenning, Tom Brand, and 
Krystil Smit.

CHOOSE THE GIFT OF 
QUALITY, AFFORDABLE 
HEALTH PLANS FROM 
PEOPLE YOU TRUST.

Health Plans

Contact your local  
Farm Bureau Financial Services 

agent for more details.

HEALTH PLANS FROM 
PEOPLE YOU TRUST
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We are bringing you the best
soybean stories on our NEW podcast,

with our host Tom Steever.
Introducing The Soybean Pod, where

we’re discussing the incredible
soybean, the people who grow it, and

why that crop is so important.
Brought to you by South Dakota

soybean farmers and their checkoff.

In the field or on the road, listen to The Soybean Pod wherever you go.In the field or on the road, listen to The Soybean Pod wherever you go.

with host, Tom Steever

SD Soybean from the beginning with
Jerry Schmitz

Farm to foreign countries, Dawn Scheier
building relationships on a global scale
Leadership, growth, and reaching new

heights with Tanner Hento
Renewable diesel, sustainable aviation

fuel, and impact on livestock production
with Dr. Bob Thaler

David Iverson representing South Dakota
during his time on WISHH
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ALWAYS JUST A 
CLICK AWAY FROM 

THE LATEST SOY 
RELATED NEWS 
AND UPDATES.

STAY UP TO DATE  
WITH US AT:

SDSOYBEAN.ORG

SOY TOPICS

PROGRAMS & EVENTS

NEWS & MEDIA

LEGISLATION

AND MUCH MORE

2022 has been a year of challenges and contradictions 
for South Dakota farm and ranch families. Many have 
experienced hardship and need support, but there is 
a bright horizon before us. If there is a lesson to be 

learned, I believe it is that character, courage, compassion 
and patience are forged in the fire of adversity. What moves 
us all forward is working together for everyone’s benefit with 
a willingness for everyone to share life’s good fortune and 
goodwill as well as burdens and difficulties. 

A large number of farm families experienced significant 
storm damage early this spring. Due to the rapid inflation 
of the cost of goods and services, many families were 
underinsured, leaving them with huge clean-up and 
replacement costs for buildings and equipment that took years, 
in some cases generations, to accumulate. Neighbors helped 
neighbors, and volunteers from towns came out to help clean 
up and gather up what had been damaged and destroyed. 
Having neighbors and friends by their side helped the victims of nature overcome the mental 
hurdles of accepting what has been lost and fostered hope in rebuilding for the future.

While the storms brought great winds, they did not bring much moisture. Drought throughout 
the year severely harmed production for many. The contradiction, ironically, is there are farmers 
that experienced the best crops they have ever produced. In some instances, the distance between 
low-producing fields and high-producing fields was only a mile. 

Another challenge in 2022 was the continued labor and transportation obstacles that resulted in 
shortages of goods. Many of us expected that the supply chain issues created by COVID would be 
resolved by now, yet some equipment, parts and supplies remain difficult to obtain. It seems hard 
to believe that in the United States of America, we cannot be confident that a product we desire 
will be readily available.

Even during adversity, there are many good things happening. Demand for soybeans 
(particularly demand for soybean oil) has been high, which helps to drive price. That demand is not 
by accident. Your soybean checkoff dollars invested in research, development and promotion have 
helped to create that demand. New feed products, new fuels, tires, road preservatives, insulation, 
turf, the list exceeds one thousand uses. They all use and create demand for soybeans. The South 
Dakota Soybean Research and Promotion Council is continuously looking for ways to increase 
your bottom line with soybeans. 

Other drivers of demand include the soybean crush plant proposed by South Dakota Soybean 
Processors. The $500 million plant will be able to process thirty-five million bushels of soybeans 
annually. Basis levels should improve for farmers selling soybeans. In addition, soybean meal 
feed costs for area livestock producers should go down due to lower transportation costs from the 
crusher to the farm. 

The new pork processing plant proposed by Wholestone is also a  $500 million investment in the 
future of South Dakota. The plant will be able to process 3 million hogs annually per 8-hour shift. 
Wholestone is owned by approximately 200 farmers, of which 75 are within 50 miles of Sioux 
Falls. Wholestone plans to spend $50 million on state-of-the-art equipment to scrub air and water 
leaving the plant. The plant will provide much-needed processing capacity and a steady supply of 
pork for the Sioux Falls community.

While we are experiencing challenges, our future is very bright as long as everyone works in 
unison for the benefit of all.  

LETTER FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

JERRY SCHMITZ 
Executive Director of SDSA  

and SDSRPC

By Jerry Schmitz, Executive Director of SDSA and SDSRPC

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARSINVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS
INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS
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INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

SOUTH DAKOTA SOYBEAN 
CHECKOFF DONATES $40,000  
TO FEEDING SOUTH DAKOTA
ORGANIZATION WILL USE FUNDS TO PROVIDE 
PORK TO PEOPLE FACING HUNGER.

South Dakota soybean growers 
are uniting with Feeding 
South Dakota to accomplish a 
common goal: bringing food 

to families facing hunger. This fall, in 
addition to harvesting soybeans, South 
Dakota farmers are providing food 
across the state through a $40,000 
donation from the soybean checkoff 
that will be used by Feeding South 
Dakota to purchase pork.

“The protein provided through pork 
products is essential to a nutritional 
diet,” shared Lori Dykstra, CEO 
of Feeding South Dakota. “We’re 
thankful that soybean farmers are 
bringing food to the table of families 
facing hunger in South Dakota with 
this donation.”

The organization used the funds 
to purchase 20,000 pounds of pork 
loin that has been made available to 
Feeding South Dakota’s 250 agency 
partners across the state such as food 
pantries, meal sites and shelters. The 
donation was received at a crucial 
time as Feeding South Dakota is 
experiencing a continued increase 
in program usage and an impact to 
acquiring food products.

Soybean farmers are an important 
piece of the food supply chain as 
pigs are the number one consumer of 
soybeans in South Dakota, utilizing 
over 7.5 million bushels every year. 
This fall, South Dakota farmers are 
forecast to harvest over 230 million 
bushels of soybeans, nearly 80% of 
that will be fed to livestock.

“Soybeans are used in thousands 
of ways around the world, and one of 
the largest consumers are pigs.”  Says 
Mike McCranie, Treasurer of the SD 
Soybean Research and Promotion 

Lori Dykstra, CEO of Feeding South Dakota, gives SDSA staff and board members a tour of the 
Feeding South Dakota facility.
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Council. “We’re happy to give back to our local communities, especially 
through a high-quality protein source that we help produce.”

Farmers invest in the Soybean Checkoff every time they sell soybeans. The 
South Dakota Soybean Research & Promotion Council, a farmer-led board, 
invests checkoff dollars in researching new production techniques, markets, 
education, and uses for soybeans.

To learn more about 
how South Dakota soybean 
checkoff dollars are invested, 
visit www.sdsoybean.org.  

Jeff Thompson, SDSA Director, and Mike McCranie, 
SDSRPC Director

PROTECTION
IN THE PALM

OF YOUR
HAND.

There is nothing more important than 
protecting your grain harvest. 
Tri-States Grain Conditioning systems 
will help you remotely monitor your 
grain, save on energy costs and 
improve your overall grain storage. 

YOU WILL ALWAYS BE CONNECTED 
TO YOUR GRAIN STORAGE.
MONITORS YOUR GRAIN FROM 
THE PALM OF YOUR HAND.
SIMPLE AND ACCURATE. 
FREE TECH SUPPORT FOR LIFE.

A N N I V E R S A R Y

G R A I N  C O N D I T I O N I N G

MADE IN THE USA 
T S G C I N C .C O M  •  7 1 2 . 3 3 6 .0 1 9 9

ABOUT FEEDING SOUTH DAKOTA
Feeding South Dakota, a member of Feeding America, serves all 66 
counties in South Dakota and distributed 12.9 million pounds of food in  
its 2022 Fiscal Year. The Feeding South Dakota network of volunteers, 
local and corporate grocers, area farmers, corporations, foundations,  
and individual donors support Feeding South Dakota’s 250 agencies,  
82 school partners, and 120 mobile food distributions who work together 
to fulfill the mission of ending hunger in South Dakota.
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SOYBEAN LEGISLATIVE REPORT
NOVEMBER 2022

Well, the good news is the midterm election is over.  

Interestingly, there are still 94 republicans and 
11 democrats in our Legislature—the same totals 
for the last legislative term. The difference being 

one more democrat in the Senate and one less in the House. In my 
opinion, this imbalance  does not provide much opportunity for 
the loyal opposition to have input. This can be a limiting factor on 
good debate.

There are several ag related issues that might come forward 
during the 2023 Legislative Session. One that is getting some 
attention in South Dakota as well as at the Federal level is the 
issue of foreign ownership of land. This has been talked about 
before, but nothing has been brought forward.

With the ongoing debate and anxiety over a possible CO2 
pipeline, personal property rights will be up for discussion. An 
overriding concern for landowners is the potential use of eminent 
domain by pipeline supporters. There is already discussion among 
opponents to the pipeline about legislation affecting both personal 
property rights and eminent domain.  

The Interim Study Committee on Property Tax Structure and 
Tax Burden apparently has concluded their work and has two 
drafts of legislation to be introduced. The basic idea behind these 
proposals is to use household income for property owners to  
give property tax reductions. This creates a potential tax shift  
to others such as commercial property.  There will be an 
enthusiastic debate!

The Ag Land Assessment 
Task Force met twice with the 
last meeting held on October 
14th. The group continues 
to discuss  soil quality and 
productivity. It does not 
appear, at this point, any 
legislation will be proposed.

For further information  
on these committees and  
all others, go to  
www.sdlegislature.gov.  
Click on “Interim”, and  
you will find a list along  
with minutes and any 
documents presented.

In conclusion, 33 legislators will be serving for the first time, 
28 in the House, and five in the Senate. 

Leadership positions in the Senate and House will see changes 
in both parties. Sen. Crabtree will be the new Majority Leader 
and Sen. Nesiba will be the new Minority Leader.  Rep. Oren 
Lesmeister will be the new Minority Leader, replacing Rep. Jamie 
Smith. As of this writing, House Republicans have not elected 
their leadership, and there will be a new Speaker, Speaker Pro 
Tem, Majority Leader and Assistant Majority Leader.  

By Lorin Pankratz

LORIN PANKRATZ
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Super SpRoUtS
sPonSored by tHe SoUtH Dakota SoYbeAn ChecKofF

WanT more fun? sHow us yOur dRawinGs!
SoYbeAn Swag GiveAwaY
With your parents help, complete this page and send a photo to mkessler@sdsoybean.org or post a 
photo and tag @SDSoybean on Facebook. You can also mail your completed page and contact infor-
mation to SD Soybean at 5000 Broadband Ln. Suite 100, Sioux Falls, SD 57108. One participant with 
a completed page will be sent a super special soybean item! Entries must be recieved by February 1, 
2023 to be eligible. 

MeEt SpRoUt, tHe masCot for tHe super sProUtS educatiOnal 

pRogRam. Super SpRoUtS aImS to pRovide at home educatiOnal 

acTivitiEs for cHilDren of alL ages. SpRoUt’s goAl is to 

enSure everyOne kNowS aboUt tHe superPowerS of SoYbeAnS!

Have Fun anD be sure to enTer!

SoYbeAn Map 
Color in the top 10 soybean producing states in their corresponding color. 

1. Illinois: Dark Blue
2. Iowa: Light Blue
3. Minnesota: Yellow
4. Indiana: Purple
5. Nebraska: Orange
6. Ohio: Green
7. Missouri: Pink
8. South Dakota: Red
9. North Dakota: Brown
10. Kansas: Black

1. Illinois: Dark Blue1. Illinois: Dark Blue
2. Iowa: Light Blue

ellowellow
4. Indiana: Purple
5. Nebraska: Orange5. Nebraska: Orange

7. Missouri: Pink
8. South Dakota: Red8. South Dakota: Red
9. North Dakota: Brown9. North Dakota: Brown
10. Kansas: Black

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS
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INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

SOY-BIOBASED ASPHALT  
IN SOUTH DAKOTA

A United Soybean Board-supported biobased 

pavement sealer flowed onto the amphitheater 

parking lot at Badlands National Park on Tuesday, 

Sept. 20. USB’s ongoing outreach with the National 

Park Service introduced the benefits of soy for 

multiple road materials and more. NPS chose 

Badlands and purchased two soy-biobased road 

products for their first evaluation. 

The Badlands evaluation and resulting data are 

key for the NPS decisions on future uses across 

the nation. USB invested in the pavement sealer’s 

development at Iowa State University. Colorbiotics 

— headquartered in Ames, Iowa — now markets 

the product and cooperated with USB to support 

the NPS evaluation of Biomag Topical+™. NPS 

chose Aexcel’s soy-biobased BioStripe® that they 

applied at Badlands. USB funded research with 

Polynt-Reichhold that paved the way for many of 

Aexcel’s products.
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40
INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

The South Dakota Soybean Association (SDSA) has reached 
a milestone. The organization is 40 years old this year. 

The process of being chartered took years of 
organizational work, meetings, and coaxing the state’s 

soybean growers to become members of the new organization. Much 
of that work was done by growers and agribusiness people who saw 
the merit in such an endeavor. “I met [co-founder] Jerry Schmitz,” 
said Dave Drennan, formerly a regional manager for the American 
Soybean Association (ASA), who attended meetings put on by seed 
and agricultural chemical representatives to meet and talk to farmers. 
“I remember being at a Curry Seed meeting in Elk Point.” Drennan 
attended that meeting and others like it to recruit help in organizing 
a state soybean association affiliate. One of those enlisted was Jerry 
Schmitz, Executive Director of South Dakota Soybean and a co-
founder of the organization.

“The association began as a requirement that we affiliate 125 
farmer/members,” recalled Schmitz, during an earlier interview for 
The Soybean Pod podcast. Schmitz was asked during one of those 
meetings in the early 1980s to help sign up farmers who would 
be the first members of the South Dakota Soybean Association 
(SDSA). Schmitz was convinced when Drennan told him a soybean 
association in South Dakota could work to improve demand for 
soybeans. “That intrigued me,” said Schmitz. “We actually got 
together with a few other folks, Mark Berg being one, who was 
later [SDSA] president, and president of the American Soybean 
Association. We decided on an ambulance barn in Elk Point, South 
Dakota, set up four telephones, and we just started calling farmers, 
and we were able to achieve in a week’s time 125 people so that we 
could affiliate.”

Farmer leadership is one of the most important facets of setting 
up a state commodity group, and to have those leaders recruit their 
neighbors, according to Drennan. “The number one reason people say 
they don’t belong is they’ve never been asked,” said Drennan.  
“People have got to ask.” Drennan adds that he’s “extremely” proud 
that the South Dakota Soybean Association has thrived and grown in  
its 40 years of existence. “It’s hard to believe South Dakota is such 
a major soybean producer now 40 years later,” said Drennan. “I 
guarantee you that the state organization getting started has had a lot 
to do with that by providing the legislative voice on soybean issues, 
working with the other ag groups in the state and nationally, and 
then through their checkoff, hosting trade teams, doing promotional 
work here and abroad, [and] developing those markets to absorb that 
production increase.”

Jerry Schmitz also recalls the benefits of the SDSA as a legislative 
and policy voice. At the time the SDSA was being considered, said 
Schmitz, there was discussion of abandoning rail lines in South 
Dakota, lines that now transport soybeans for export.

“We saw the potential with China utilizing a great amount of  
our product, and that we were the furthest west. And so, we were 
actually the perfect opportunity for moving soybeans west, but we 
needed rail to do that,” said Schmitz. “And so that was one of the 
topics of discussion.”

While recording the interview, Jerry recalled a 1982 photo taken 
of founding members gathered in Minneapolis, where the South 
Dakota Soybean Association was chartered. “Absolutely, Ron Hefty 
was there, and he was instrumental in that he had just a number of 
farmers, but also put on programs for farmers, because he was a large 
chemical and fertilizer dealer, and he actually became the first vice-
president of the South Dakota Soybean Association,” said Schmitz. 
“Also in there is Frank Kloucek. Frank helped us recruit people and 
get folks in, so it was a united effort.”

Drennan says the effort paid off because of the number of soybean 
uses resulting in greater demand for soybeans. “When I first started 
working for ASA, we called [soybeans] the gold that grows, and 
today there are so many more uses for soybeans that we weren’t even 
thinking of,” said Drennan. “Most of the time I worked for ASA, 
it was common knowledge that about half the crop was exported, 
so that’s why it was so important to get a checkoff passed was to 
continue to promote those export markets. Now today we’re talking 
about biodiesel, we’re talking about plastics, just so many new uses 
for both soybeans and corn that didn’t exist in the early 80s, weren’t 
even thought of.”  

FOUNDERS RECALL 
SD SOYBEAN’S START

YEARS 
HENCE

Larry Diedrich of Elkton, SD (ASA president 1993-94) and Mark Berg of Tripp, 
SD (ASA President 1997-98) are two of the founding members who gathered 

in Minneapolis, MN, where the SDSA was chartered (1982).
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South Dakota students are finding their place in the world, 
and it’s thanks to a tiny bean. 

Lessons developed with soybean checkoff dollars 
are helping students learn about beans - how they grow, 

what they’re made into, and where they travel.

Soybeans are the state’s biggest agricultural export, and with 
that students are starting to see how South Dakota is linked to 
the rest of the world, said Cindy A. Heidelberger.

“Students are starting to find themselves a place of belonging 
in this story,” she said. “They’re woven into that tapestry.”

Heidelberger is co-founder and vice president of operations 
of Groundworks Midwest/South Dakota Agriculture in the 
Classroom. The organization created the Tour SD! curriculum 
that’s being used in 94% of fourth grade classrooms across 
the state. Kids take a virtual tour of 20-some South Dakota 
towns, learning about their history and the part they play in the 
agricultural industry.

It’s important to make whatever students are learning 
relative to them, said Rick Henningfeld. “Agriculture offers 
a lot of opportunity in that,” he said, “because kids have food 
every day.” Henningfeld is a learning designer with Vivayic, a 
company that worked with South Dakota Soybean to create the 
Soybean Science website. It offers lessons for both elementary 
and high school science classes and aims to make science and 
agriculture relevant along the way. 

A lesson on photosynthesis, for example, explains the 
basic concept of how soybean plants turn sunlight, water and 
carbon dioxide into food, then dives deeper, giving students a 
microscopic view of an actual plant cell. At the same time, it 
gives them a broader picture, talking about how all that plant 
science impacts them. 

“It’s still part of making that food that we get to enjoy  
every day,” Henningfeld said. “It’s a really cool way to look 
at science. Soybeans being part of that story provided a cool 
context.” Material on the Soybean Science website  
(www.sdsoybeanscience.org) and Tour SD! (toursd.org) 
are free to teachers. By signing up and providing some basic 
information, they can download complete and detailed lesson 
plans for use in their classrooms. 

The elementary resources from Soybean Science include 12 
interactive slides on topics such as the water cycle and nutrients 
in soybeans. Students read through the material and click 
through various activities to learn more. There are worksheets 
for download and a field trip guide that has students measuring 

how water moves through different soils and testing how that 
affects soybean growth. 

The high school Soybean Science lessons include units on 
digestion and nutrients, photosynthesis and cellular respiration, 
biodiesel, DNA and genetic material. Through various marketing 
campaigns, consumers have built perceptions around the use 
of biotechnology in food crops, both positive and negative, 
Henningfeld said. “Our goal was to get to the facts of how it 
works scientifically so people can make their own judgements 
about it based on the science,” he said. 

The Tour SD! Content covers science, technology, engineering 
and math (STEM) standards, as well as English language arts, 
social studies and careers. Some schools are adding a health 
component as well as they count steps and walk the miles 
from city to city on their virtual tour. South Dakota Ag in the 
Classroom is tapping a group of producers as they update Tour 
SD! lessons with current production numbers, precision ag tools 
and crop rotations. Soil health is a major focus in those updates.

“We’re talking about how that healthy soil impacts plant 

SOYBEANS IN THE CLASSROOM
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES FROM SOYBEAN 
CHECKOFF PROVIDE LESSONS IN SCIENCE, 
HISTORY, AND MORE.
By Janelle Atyeo for the South Dakota Soybean Checkoff
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growth, production and livestock,” Heidelberger said. “And all 
of that impacts us as consumers and impacts our farmers’ and 
ranchers’ bottom line.”

In both programs, lessons were developed to meet education 
standards that most states have adopted, making them an 
appealing resource for more than just South Dakota teachers. 
Tour SD! has been used in 43 states, and 82 countries and 
provenances, according to Heidelberger. In fact, China has 
accessed the site the most of any country outside the U.S. 

As remote learning became the only option during the 
pandemic, South Dakota Soybean created another program that 
gets kids familiar with soybeans and their many uses. It had kids 
growing soybeans at home and posting their progress online in 
a competition for the tallest bean plant. The winner grew a 17.5-
inch plant in three weeks. 

Since the return to the classroom, South Dakota Soybean has 
brought its Super Sprouts program to ag days, fairs and into your 
home as a one-page activity in South Dakota Soybean Leader 
quarterly magazine. This spring featured a crossword puzzles 
with facts about soybean exports and animal feed. Summer 
brought kids a road trip activity discussing the parts of a car that 
can be made from beans - from motor oil and fuel to tires and 
car seats. This winter, kids can rummage through their cupboards 
to find things made of soy. 

“Knowing the byproducts 
is a big one because we use so 
many things every day that are 
soybean based,” said Bonnie 
Dybedahl, South Dakota 
Soybean program manager in 
charge of education, events, 
and outreach. “Creating that 
awareness has been a major 
part of what we’re doing.”

The Super Sprouts program 
helps kids recognize soybeans 
from the field and beyond. At 
events, Dybedahl said they 
try to have a soybean plant 
on hand so kids can learn to 
spot the crop growing in the countryside. A new interactive trivia 
game is in the works with the goal of engaging kids and getting 
them thinking about soybeans. 

The added benefit to providing these lessons for kids at fairs 
and events, Dybedahl said, is that adults get a refresher course 
about one of South Dakota’s top crops.

“The parents are right there with them hearing it all,” she said. 
“It’s an educational piece for all of them.”  

0% FINANCING 
ON SEED & CROP PROTECTION

• Fertilizer
• Seed
• Crop Protection

BOOK & APPLY
BY NOVEMBER 18, 2022:

Customers must hold or grow fertilizer, seed and crop protection purchases from last year to qualify. A minimum of 100 acres worth of inputs is required. Deadline 
to apply is November 18, 2022. Loan matures February 10, 2024. 0% fixed interest rate until November 30, 2023. CHS Capital Accolade Standard variable 
interest rate from December 1, 2023 - February 10, 2024. Variable interest rates are based on the CHS Capital Accolade Standard Base Rate, which was 7% as 
of August 1, 2022. Rates are published at www.agtegra.com/financing. $100 application fee. $850,000 loan maximum or more with additional approval. 

0% FIXED INTEREST
ON SEED & CROP PROTECTION

UNTIL NOVEMBER 30, 2023
(CHS Capital Accolade Standard Variable Interest Rate from 12/1/23 - 2/10/24)

 4.75% VARIABLE INTEREST
(CHS Capital Accolade Standard Variable Interest Rate less Agtegra investment of 2.25%)

ON FERTILIZER UNTIL NOVEMBER 30, 2023
(CHS Capital Accolade Standard Variable Interest Rate from 12/1/23 - 2/10/24)
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Imagine a sustainable, renewable future where the world runs 
on soy-based innovation. 

Human activity would carry a smaller carbon footprint. 
Agriculture, meanwhile, would be at the forefront of 

technological advancements few would have imagined a 
generation ago.

There’s good news for farmers and consumers alike: That 
bright, soy-based future is already here.

Thanks to research supported by soybean farmers through their 
checkoff, we are developing more new uses for soybeans than 
ever before and supplying real-world solutions to some of our 
world’s most pressing challenges. 

And that is translating to greater demand and overall market 
stability for soybeans grown right here in South Dakota.

THE INSTRUMENTAL ROLE OF  
NEW-USE RESEARCH

“Research is a large component of how we invest [checkoff] 
dollars here in South Dakota,” said Jason Frerichs. He farms near 
Wilmot, SD, and serves as chairman of the South Dakota Soybean 
Research & Promotion Council. 

From his perspective, this level of investment in research is 
essential “for making sure that our soybean checkoff is not only 
relevant now, but in the future.”

As a checkoff board member and previously a state legislator, 

Frerichs has long advocated for research and development 
around new uses for soybeans. To that end, he has played a role 
in the formation of the POET Bioproducts Institute, on which 
contractors broke ground this spring in Brookings. The state-of-
the-art research facility is on track to open by the end of 2023.

“The POET Bioproducts Institute will hopefully be the go-
to place to make sure that new uses for soybean products are 
discovered,” said Frerichs. “But it doesn’t just stay there; we want 
to partner with private industry to make sure those products get 
out to consumers.”

“That’s why we’re in this industry,” he added. “That’s why we 
want to make sure that soybean farmers are able to be successful 
and make money.” 

THE FUTURE LOOKS BRIGHT 
THANKS TO SOY-BASED 
INNOVATION
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DRIVING DEMAND FOR SOUTH DAKOTA 
SOYBEANS

South Dakota Soybean Executive Director Jerry Schmitz  
said this sort of innovation is a critically important part of the 
checkoff strategy.

“We are continually looking for those new uses,” said Schmitz, 
who balances his role with South Dakota Soybean with his own 
farm operation outside Vermillion. “We want to drive demand. 
And so anytime that we find a product — whether that’s a 
preservative for roads or tires on vehicles or rubber on the shoes 
you’re wearing — it means a tremendous amount.”

Schmitz noted that one of the most frequent questions he hears 
from fellow farmers pertains to how checkoff dollars are utilized. 
So, whenever a new use for soybeans emerges, he is reminded of 
the impact research has on supporting soybean demand. 

Just in the past couple of years, Schmitz has witnessed the 
application of new soy-based sealants on roads and bridges, the 
introduction of soy-based tires to state highway patrol vehicles 
and a pilot program to begin using B20 biodiesel in City of Sioux 
Falls fleet vehicles — a move that will decrease the city’s use of 
petroleum diesel fuel by 24,000 gallons. 

“That’s a perfect example where utilizing soy checkoff dollars 
to do research and then come up with a product that can be used 
worldwide,” said Schmitz. “It’s pretty exciting.”

Schmitz is proud of South Dakota Soybean’s ongoing  
work to support innovative research into new uses and drive 
demand for soybeans. To learn more about these efforts, you  
can visit sdsoybean.org or follow South Dakota Soybean on  
social media.  

SOY-BASED INNOVATION ABOUNDS

Frerichs’ hopes are already becoming a reality. Soybean innovation isn’t just theoretical or happening on a small scale; new uses for 
soybeans are increasingly finding their way into our everyday lives. Here are just a few ways soy-based products are changing the future 
before our eyes:

BIOFUELS 
Demand for biodiesel, renewable diesel, and sustainable  
aviation fuel is at an all-time high. And with new soybean  
processing plants coming online now and in the near 
future, our growing capacity to meet that demand promises 
to make these soy-based fuels a sustainable solution to our 
world’s energy needs.

TIRES AND SHOES 
The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company has partnered with  
checkoff research efforts to develop a new tire that utilizes 
soy to put a durable, more environmentally responsible tire 
on the road. This same technology has also crossed over to 
rubber soles for shoes manufactured by Skechers.

ROAD SEALANTS 
In recent years, government agencies and municipalities  
have begun applying soy-based asphalt and concrete 
sealants to protect our highways and roads. Both products 
are cost-effective, sustainable alternatives to petroleum-
based sealants.

ARTIFICIAL GRASS 
Soy-based turf has found its way onto the football field at  
South Dakota State University’s Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium 
and Main Street Square in Rapid City, among other 
locations throughout the state and across the country. This 
innovative technology utilizes soy-based polymers while 
drastically reducing water use and maintenance costs.



20 Winter Issue 2022      SDSL

Q: HOW DID SOYBEAN FARMING  
BEGIN IN SOUTH DAKOTA?

A: I don’t know if it is recorded who first grew soybeans in 
South Dakota. Soybeans were first grown in the SE part of the 
state. In 1920 South Dakota College-Agricultural Experiment 
Station published a bulletin describing the history of the soybean 
plant. The bulletin contained yield data from 1914-1920. The 
7-year yield results were 16-22 bushels per acre. Current yields 
are 45-75 bushels per acre.

Initially, soybeans were grown as a forage crop and fed to 
animals. Sometimes they were planted with corn and cut for 
animal feed. Soybeans grown for grain production slowly gained 
popularity. Soybeans were grown as an alternative crop for 
many farmers. Soybeans are now a major cash crop grown in 
South Dakota.

Q: HOW DID SOYBEAN FARMING EVOLVE  
TO WHERE IT IS TODAY IN SOUTH DAKOTA?

A: The expansion of soybeans in South Dakota is due to many 
factors. Seed varieties have been developed that grow well in 
South Dakota. The soybean industry has created many new  
uses for soybean meal and oil which led to the growth of 
soybean acres in South Dakota. The ability of South Dakota 
farmers to adapt to the changing market opportunities is an 
excellent example of how farmers embrace new opportunities 
and technology.

Q: WHAT IS SOMETHING PEOPLE  
MIGHT NOT KNOW ABOUT THE HISTORY  
OF SOYBEANS?

A: In the early years of soybean production in South Dakota,  
the harvest was done with threshing machines. In my 
community, the first combines were used in the 1940s.

My grandfather was the first one to have a combine in our 
community. He purchased a Massey combine in 1943.

The combine had a 5-foot wide cutting platform. My current 
combine has a 35-foot wide cutting platform. The 1943  
Massey combine harvested 2 rows and all adjustments  
were done mechanically.

There were no hydraulics or electrical components used in the 
early combines. My combine uses electronics and hydraulics to 
perform most tasks.

It is always important to remember how things were done in 
the past. We can gain an appreciation for the challenges that 
farmers before us had to endure. It is amazing to see how 
soybean production has grown in South Dakota. I am proud 
to be involved in an industry that takes pride in producing a 
sustainable crop that provides feed, fuel, fiber, and food for  
the world.

The way soybean farming has been passed from generation to 
generation and improved upon throughout time is fascinating 
and reflects on our South Dakota farmers’ incredible work.  

HOW SOYBEAN FARMING  
HAS EVOLVED THROUGH  
3 GENERATIONS OF  
SOUTH DAKOTA FARMERS

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

The soybean farming we all know and love hasn’t always been the star South Dakota crop. What’s now 

a huge cash crop for South Dakota farmers has evolved quickly through only three generations of South 

Dakota farm families. We caught up with South Dakota farmer David Iverson to learn more about the history 

of soybeans in South Dakota and how the industry has rapidly grown.
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soyleic.com

That means the future 
of a healthier food system 
isn’t manufactured —  
it’s grown.

See why soybean farmers are 
embracing SOYLEIC®.

SOYLEIC® is a non-GMO, high-oleic option for 
today’s soybean farmers — and those they serve.

• Maturity Groups for Your Area
• Competitive Yields
• Added Value for Culinary and Livestock Markets

734 S. Country Club Drive
Jefferson City, MO 65109

(573) 635-3819

When the world relies 
on you for healthy food 
choices, rely on SOYLEIC®
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(YOU)

All soybean farmers, including you, have been busy racking 
up big sales with export markets. How? By pooling your 
resources through your soy checkoff. Learn how your soy 
checkoff is bringing tangible returns back to you and your 
operation at unitedsoybean.org/hopper.

Moving Soy Forward.
Moving You Forward.

You just increased your sales 
to Egypt 708%. Bon voyage.
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WEBSITE GETS SOYBEAN 
RESEARCH INTO FARMERS’ HANDS

A new website is putting Soybean Checkoff-supported 
research data into the hands of farmers. Cate Newberg 
has led the effort to establish the Soybean Research 
and Information Network (SRIN). “I believe that 

soybean research is only effective when it gets into the hands 
that can use it,” said Newberg, “and so we want to be able to 
provide as much information as we can to farmers so that they 
can make judgments and decisions based on this research.”

Newberg is the program manager not only for the Soybean 
Research and Information Network but also for the National 
Soybean Database. The SRIN, she says, is important to 
individual growers because they already have an excessive 
amount of information to keep track of. “Most farmers aren’t 
aware of all the research the checkoff is funding, especially 
on a nationwide level,” said Newberg, “so we capture that 
information in the National Soybean Database, and we go 
back in and try to take those projects and make them in a more 
digestible fashion, so to speak, so that farmers can see what their 
state is researching and the results of that research.”

The network provides farmers easy to consume information 
on past and present checkoff-funded research projects, according 

to Newberg, the program manager of the SRIN. “We take that 
information to communicate that to farmers, so they’re not 
overwhelmed by reading hundreds of research projects,” she 
said, “but now they can read it and understand what the final 
results were and how it benefits them.”

The primary purpose of the Soybean Research and 
Information Network is to communicate the information that’s 
in the National Soybean Database. That information is heavily 
research-specific making it even more important that it’s 
accessible to everyone. “Our main audience is farmers, but we 
also reach a lot of the state soybean offices and a lot of their 
staff, as well as researchers and institutions and academia. It’s 
just a resource that’s out there to say ‘everything you want to 
know about the research topics we cover are available for you 
to read,’” she said. “And if you want to dig deeper and find out 
more about that project, you can simply go into the database 
from the link right on our article to find out every specific thing 
about that project.”  

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS
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INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

Find more stories at hungryfortruthsd.com

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Heat oil over low/medium heat. Add flour,  

 garlic salt, seasoning salt and paprika  

 to baggie.

2. Cut chicken breasts into bite size pieces.  

 Dip chicken into soy milk to coat and then  

 add to baggie with flour mixture. Shake well  

 until bites are coated. Remove from baggie,  

 dip into soy milk again and then roll around  

 in panko bread crumbs to coat.

3. Pan fry chicken bites approximately 7-9  

 minutes on each side, or until cooked  

 to 170° F.

4. Remove chicken bites from pan. Drain oil and  

 then place chicken bites back onto pan. Cover  

 each bite with a square of ham and a slice of  

 cheese. Cover pan to let cheese melt. Enjoy!

CHICKEN CORDON 
BLEU BITES

INGREDIENTS

Soybean (vegetable) oil for frying chicken

1 cup flour

1 teaspoon garlic salt

2 teaspoons Lawry’s seasoning salt

3 teaspoons smoked paprika

2 boneless chicken breasts

1 cup unsweetened soy milk

2 cups panko bread crumbs

4 slices cooked ham, cut into 1-inch squares

4 slices Swiss cheese, cut into 1-inch squares
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Find more recipes at hungryfortruthsd.com

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

INSTRUCTIONS

INSTRUCTIONS

1. If using an oven preheat to  

 400°F and line two baking  

 sheets with parchment paper.  

 If using an air fryer preheat  

 to 375°F.

2. Cut the top and bottoms off  

 of the jalapeño peppers and  

 then cut each pepper in half.  

 Use a spoon to scoop out the  

 seeds and membranes and  

 discard them.

3. In a medium-sized bowl, mix together the cream  

 cheese and cheddar cheese until well combined.  

 Take each jalapeño pepper segment and fill it with  

 the cheese mixture.

4. Next, top each cheese-filled jalapeño pepper  

 segment again with a cocktail wiener. Set aside.

5. In a small bowl, whisk the egg.

6. On a lightly floured surface, unroll 1 Pillsbury  

 croissant dough sheet. Cut it into 6 equal strips,  

 and then cut those strips in half, cross-ways, to  

 create 12 equal-sized pieces. Roll each stuffed  

 pepper piece in 1 of the Pillsbury croissant strips,  

 then seal with the egg wash.

7. Brush the croissant pastry tops with the remaining  

 egg and sprinkle lightly with pretzel salt.

8. Place all of the croissant jalapeño poppers on a  

 prepared baking sheet or in an air fryer. If baking in  

 the oven, bake until browned, about 25 to 30  

 minutes. If in the air fryer, air fry for about 5 minutes!

9. Serve warm with a marinara sauce for dipping.

PIGS IN A 
BLANKET

INGREDIENTS

18 jalapeños

36 Smokies

8 ounces of cream cheese

6 ounces of  
extra sharp cheddar cheese

Flour for dusting

3 Pillsbury croissant  
dough sheet

1 large egg

Pretzel salt for sprinkling,  
optional

Marinara sauce to serve,  
optional
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Jordan is taking his deep set of skills beyond just  
being in the field and has started documenting his 
adventures and harvests on a YouTube channel: Scott 
Family Farms. He let me see a sneak peek of a new  

video he will be dropping, and as someone who has a lot to 
learn about the farming world, it was such a cool way to reach 
people about what the true behind-the-scenes of running a 
family farm looks like. 

What an amazing opportunity to have a chance to spend  
time with one of the folks that helps feed this nation and  
power the engine of our state. What makes it a hundred times 
better is having an opportunity to spend that time with my 
friend Jordan Scott, a 5th generation farmer of Scott Family 
Farm. Getting a chance to see what goes into bringing food to 
our states and those across the world is inspiring and humbling 
at the same time.   

All of the different things that you have to know, all of the 
things that you have to do to make this possible can all be 
undone by nature or a hundred other things that are outside of 
your control and the fact that hard-working people get up every 
day and do it over and over and over and over again really 
inspires me and make me excited to do the work necessary to 
make this state the best it can be. I hope that everyone gets an 
opportunity to understand how these things work so we can 

Having open conversations about food and farming with South Dakotans and the farmers who grow it is 
what we do. In fact, that’s what Hungry for Truth is all about. We had an exciting opportunity to connect 
Vaney Hariri, Co-Founder of Think 3D Solutions, with Jordan Scott, a farmer from Valley Springs, S.D., 
to chat about generational farming, the meaningful work farmers do, Jordan’s passion for sharing his 
experiences via YouTube, and much more. 

Below, Vaney shares his perspective on his recent South Dakota farm visit.

HUNGRY FOR TRUTH 
AMBASSADOR PAIRING
VANEY HARIRI IN THE FIELD WITH JORDAN SCOTT
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better appreciate our rural communities and the amazing farmers that 
we have throughout the state and region. 

I can’t encourage our community enough to take any opportunity 
to learn what local farmers do for the place we call home. I’m very 
grateful for Hungry for Truth for connecting me with Jordan and 
showing me a deeper level of admiration for our local farmers.  

Find more Hungry for Truth 
Ambassador farm visits, visit 
hungryfortruthsd.com

Check out our most recent Ambassador 

Pairing where Sioux Falls Young 

Professionals Network Manager, Casey 

Boerger, joins Brent Greenway, a 

farmer in Mitchell, S.D., to talk all things 

sustainability, crops, and what a day on 

the farm looks like during harvest season. 

PURCHASE
INPUTS IN

SOUTH DAKOTA

PURCHASE
INPUTS IN

SOUTH DAKOTA

There’s a better way to

Sign up today to 
receive access to 
The GROWERS App!

The GROWERS App
Seed, chemical and fertilizer 
prices directly impact your 

bottom line. Let us help you 
gather and manage prices so 

you're making informed 
buying decisions.

It's completely
FREE for farmers!

pilot.growers.ag/inputs



28 Winter Issue 2022      SDSL

CLIMATE SMART PRACTICES 
GROW YOUR FARM’S FUTURE

Soil HEALTH

Focusing on feeding your soil with year-round plants and 
the carbon energy from sunlight will drive healthy soil 
to deliver longevity to your farm or ranch.

However, soils that live on a constant diet of 
synthetic fertilizer, monocropping, and excessive tillage are 
degrading soil biology. Even consumers driving our highways 
now comment on blowing dirt and eroded soil or black snow in 
ditches, relating that to the potential harm to their water quality.

To make challenges greater, this climate of temperature 
and moisture extremes adds to the distress of unhealthy soils. 
Regardless of the role that rising greenhouse gases play on the 
climate, what’s most important is increasing carbon and organic 
matter in your soils to increase income and business resilience.

Fortunately, innovative farmers and ranchers are 
implementing practices from no-till and cover crops to adaptive 
rotational grazing are regenerating soil health. The big challenge 
across South Dakota and the U.S. is getting these climate-smart 
practices on more acres to impact the environment positively.

CLIMATE-SMART FUNDING HELP

In 2021, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) examined farmer practices funded by its Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and Conservation 
Stewardship Program (CSP) to determine which ones could 
sequester carbon or lower carbon emissions.

These ‘Climate-Smart’ practices should receive priority  
in 2023, according to Jessica Michalski, NRCS State Resource 
Conservationist for South Dakota, awaiting final details  
from NRCS.

“Many of these practices are already in use, such as no-till, 
cover crops, nutrient management, grass-seeded field borders, 
filter strips, grass waterways, pasture and hay land plantings—
all are climate-smart practices,” Michalski says. “Forestry 
management practices also are included, such as forest stand 
improvement and tree shrub establishment.”

Additional funding for these programs will come from the 
Inflation Reduction Act. It will provide $8.45 billion for EQIP, 

By Kurt Lawton for SDSA Soil Health Initiative
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Soil HEALTH

$6.75 billion for a Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP), $1.4 
billion for the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program, and $1 billion 
for technical assistance.

In September, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that USDA 
is investing $2.8 billion in projects under the Partnerships for Climate-Smart 
Commodities program. It is part of the USDA’s broader strategy to position 
agriculture and forestry as leaders in climate change mitigation through 
voluntary, incentive-based, market-driven approaches.

INVESTING IN SOIL IMPROVEMENT

Kent Vlieger, NRCS State Soil Health Specialist for South Dakota, 
encourages farmers and ranchers to think about soil health when 
understanding climate smart. “Whether it’s called soil health or regenerative 
ag or climate-smart, it really boils down to a focus on improving the soil and 
building soil organic matter over time,” he says.

“When you’re increasing organic matter, carbon is increasing automatically 
too. Carbon comes from the above-ground plant, taking CO2 out of the 
atmosphere through photosynthesis, essentially putting it back into the 
soil. And that soil acts as a sink or part of the carbon cycle,” Vlieger says. 
“Climate-smart agriculture’s carbon storage is another benefit within the 
practices that we have promoted and producers have practiced for decades.”

The list of benefits from increasing soil organic carbon or organic matter is 
almost limitless. “It improves nutrient cycling, water storage and infiltration, 
water quality and air quality, Vlieger says. “Innovative producers and 
landowners have often been ahead of the game by adopting these practices 
before they become part of an incentive program. Climate or water quality 
improvement may not have been the original reason for adoption. In fact, 
many farmers and ranchers added these practices because they benefit their 
operation and make fields more resilient and profitable during those heavy 
rain or drought years,” he adds.

In side-by-side fields, the unhealthy soil on the left is due to decades of tillage and lack of crop diversity. Soil on the right exhibits great granular 
structure taken from a 15-year no-till field.

To find and talk to farmers and 
ranchers about their journey to 
improved soil health, South Dakota 
offers a wide variety of contacts  
and educational videos. 

Request a copy of ‘Building 
Connections’ Conservation Mentor 
Network booklet from Cindy Zenk 
at the South Dakota Soil Health 
Coalition (SDSHC), 605-280-4190,  
or email sdsoilhealth@gmail.com. 

In addition, ranchers have a great 
mentor network resource online 
from the South Dakota Grassland 
Coalition (SDGC). You can also watch 
hundreds of farm and ranch producer 
videos from SDGC, NRCS-SD Merit 
or Myth Season 1, NRCS-SD Merit or 
Myth Season 2, NRCS-SD Growing 
Resilience with Soil Health, or NRCS-
SD funded Soil Health Labs Growing 
Resilience Through Our Soils.

CONTACT INFO
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Soil HEALTH

UNDERSTANDING THE SOIL FOOD WEB

Since we cannot control the extremes of Mother Nature,  
we can adapt our practices to make our soils work for us in  
these environments.

“Over the past decade, we’ve realized how much biology can 
contribute to soil productivity and plant health,” Vlieger says. 
“When you look at the soil food web—remembering the biology 
class graphic of a tree with circular arrows above and below 
ground—it shows how plants, roots and microscopic bugs work 
together to feed each other.”

To regenerate soil and optimize the soil food web process, 
it begins with the sun and living plants in the soil year-round. 
Plants are the only energy source that drives proper soil food web 
functions. That’s the gas pump or the electrical charging station 
filling your car to make it run.

Solar energy captured by plants will grow biomass and roots 
and push energy into the soil. Depending on the plant type, 20-
40% of that energy is pushed out through its roots to feed the 
soil life. As the soil life grows—the mycorrhiza fungi, bacteria, 
nematodes, mites, and earthworms—they decompose organic 
materials and cycle nutrients back to  
the plant roots. 

“We don’t have a complete understanding yet of the  
whole cycle,” Vlieger says. “But we do know that certain 
practices benefit the soil life, and it boils down to the basic  
soil health practices.”

Photo credit: University of Queensland

Following the five principles of soil health, you can 
begin a journey to optimize your soil food web.

1. Soil Cover. Maintaining plant residue or a living  
 canopy on the soil surface minimizes erosion  
 and weeds, moderates soil temperature, saves  
 moisture and cuts compaction. In addition, a  
 residue cover creates food and shelter for soil  
 biology to thrive.

2. Limited Disturbance. Tilled soils destroy soil  
 aggregates to decrease water infiltration and  
 storage. Organic matter is reduced through  
 air exposure. Erosion increases with water  
 runoff, and the wind carries it away. Soil  
 biology is disturbed without living roots  
 year-round. Chemical disturbance occurs with  
 excessive use of pesticides and monocropping.

3. Living Roots. Maintaining a diversity of living  
 roots from spring thaw to fall freeze delivers  
 an energy source for healthy soil.  
 Photosynthesis helps roots secrete exudates  
 to form an active rhizosphere that feeds  
 the soil organisms. Then the microorganisms  
 produce nutrient-dense waste that feeds  
 the plants.

4. Diversity. A corn-soybean rotation lacks plant  
 and root diversity needed to supply the soil’s  
 diverse food needs to maintain a healthy diet— 
 just like humans need. Rotating in a small grain  
 is a great first step.

5. Livestock Integration. Returning livestock to  
 grazing cover crops or crop residue in winter  
 helps balance the carbon/nitrogen ratio,  
 recycles animal waste into the soil for future  
 crops, manages weed pressure, and reduces  
 feeding costs.

“By understanding the soil food web biological 
processes and the practices that improve soil 
health, it’s easy to see how feeding the soil will, in 
turn, feed our operations through the growth of a 
crop or livestock,” Vlieger says.

“As producers experience this journey of making 
their soil more resilient and productive, over time, 
they see their operation become more profitable 
by reducing inputs. That makes them believers in 
this management change when soils prove they 
can work for you,” he says.

FIVE PRINCIPLES OF SOIL HEALTH
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Soil HEALTH
PRECISION SPADE MONITOR

Embarking on this journey to regenerate carbon and organic matter in your soils will take 
time. But within a few years, producers begin to see soil structure changes, more earthworms 
and improved water infiltration.

To understand the spade as a precision tool, note the spade of soil on the left in the photo. 
It shows unhealthy soil from a first-year no-till field located across the road from the healthy 
soil in the spade on the right. 

Both share the same soil texture, but the left soil shows many years of tillage damage 
aided by a lack of crop diversity. You’ll notice blocky soil chunks that break off in plates or 
sheets. Roots grow laterally instead of downward, causing crops to expend too much energy 
and fail to push roots through the compaction layer six inches down. The result is crops that 
miss out on valuable nutrients and water. The soil on the right is from a 15-year no-till field 
across the road from each other near Garretson, SD. It shows a healthy soil structure that is 
crumbly, with roots growing downward, showing no apparent compaction layers.

While it’s not a high-tech monitor, the spade can provide satisfaction in knowing 
your rhizosphere around the roots and that the overall soil structure is improving. Any 
farmer or rancher mentor will be happy to dig field soil samples with you and explain the 
improvements and challenges.

OPTIMIZE YOUR NRCS BENEFITS

As more money becomes available to help farmers and ranchers 
remove some of the investment risks to switch practices, NRCS’s 
Michalski advises gaining knowledge on these practices, updating 
your conservation plan, and having a good working relationship 
with your NRCS office.

“I think the main thing for producers is to keep a finger on 
the pulse of the opportunities. Do your research, look up the 
information on these climate-smart partnerships, examine funding 
levels and know your state-specific information,” she says. 

Regarding EQIP, Michalski says NRCS will release payment 
schedule information in January, so she recommends examining 
practices that address your resource concerns. “The greater the 
knowledge, combined with a successful conservation plan, the 
more successful you’ll be at landing the right contract.”

Vlieger says NRCS has a lot of tools in the toolbox to help 
corn-soybean growers move the needle towards greater soil 
health. “It could be adding a small grain or planting green into 
cover crops to build diversity and tackle herbicide-resistant  
weeds in a climate-smart way. Sometimes we need to think 
outside the box a bit to begin adapting these practices into our 
systems,” he says.

Producers have some significant financial incentives to consider 
doing business differently. “It’s on all of us to improve the health 
of our cropland, our grazing lands and our forest lands—not just a 
producer’s responsibility,” Michalski says.  

This soil health tool helps 
track the improving 
rhizosphere around the roots 
and the overall soil structure.

Tillage and bare ground without living plants leads to erosion, poor soil 
health and a greater reliance on fertilizer and weed control inputs.

Returning livestock to fields where they graze cover crops speeds up the 
soil health process.
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INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

SOUTH DAKOTA SOYBEAN 
CHECKOFF DONATED  
SOY-BASED GOODYEAR TIRES  
TO LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AGENCIES ACROSS THE STATE
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South Dakota Sheriffs are driving 
on soy across the state, thanks to 
checkoff investments in Goodyear’s 
soy-based tires via the South 
Dakota Soybean Checkoff. The top 
50 soy-producing counties had the 
opportunity to receive a set of soy-
based Goodyear tries purchased 
through the Checkoff. Over 40 
counties participated and have been 
driving on soy.

Funded by soybean checkoff 
investments, it took three years of 
research and development before 
commercialization was reached 
in 2012 and three more years 
before the debut of assurance 
weather ready’s soybean-oil tread 
compound. To date, there are six 
lines of soy-based Goodyear tires 
available for purchase.
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CHECKOFF HELPS TO KEEP 
SOYBEANS AND SOYBEAN 
MEAL MOVING

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

In the waning days of his harvest, Deuel County, South 
Dakota farmer Todd Hanten reported soybean yields 
to be below average, while corn yields actually beat 
his farm average. That’s against a backdrop of severe 
drought having stunted crops throughout South Dakota’s 

2022 growing season, which makes a viable market even more 
important. Hanten, a South Dakota Soybean Checkoff director, 
is encouraged about global soybean demand. “There is a need 
for protein throughout the world from human consumption to 
animal consumption,” said Hanten, one morning before getting 
back in the combine cab, “and there’s a lot of countries that are 
[importing] our beans to crush themselves and use the oil for 
human consumption and use the soybean meal growing their 
own animals in their countries. That is all good because across 
the world people are eating better, economies are improved,  
so there is good demand.”

There are bumps in the road. Hanten says inflation is 
clobbering overseas soybean customers like everyone else. 
U.S. soybean farmers are hearing about it. During a recent 
checkoff-supported grower mission to Japan, Hanten says he 
was not surprised to hear complaints about rising prices. On 
the other hand, Hanten was surprised to find out how important 
sustainability is to foreign customers of U.S. soybean growers.

“That is the key reason they are wanting our soybeans and 
soybean meal is the sustainable practices that we use here in the 
U.S. versus the South American soybeans where they’re clearing 
rain forests to increase acres,” said Hanten, who is also a director 
on the nationwide United Soybean Board, and a veteran of 
soybean trade missions to various points on the globe. “Also, 
the reliability of our U.S. soybeans and soybean meal, with all 
the world’s trouble out there, international 
customers come to realize how the U.S. is 
a much more stable market that they can 
depend on and know that we will have a 
supply for them.”

Hanten is particularly enthused about 
the South Dakota Soybean Checkoff’s 
$175 thousand investment in infrastructure 
improvements to rail transportation links to 
Pacific Northwest ports. With other states’ 
contributions as well as from the United 
Soybean Board and the Soy Transportation 
Coalition, a total of $1.3 million in 
checkoff funds are going to transportation 
infrastructure improvements. Add to that a 
recently announced $25.5 million federal 
grant for The Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 
4 Expansion and Redevelopment Project, 
which will serve AGP’s expansion of its 

soybean meal export capacity. 
Those improvements allow South 
Dakota access to some of the 
state’s largest trading partners, 
particularly important with the 
current growing soybean meal 
availability, a by-product of 
increased soybean oil demand  
and production.

“We need some extra 
infrastructure and things to help 
with all that soybean meal and get it out,” said Hanten. “It 
doesn’t ship exactly like soybeans. We’re going to need some 
different railcars to handle that better. Unloading and reloading 
ships is a little bit different than soybeans. It’s going to be a 
little uncharted territory with the high oil demand and more 
soybean meal. It may end up helping some of our livestock 
producers domestically that that meal will be cheaper for them. 
It may make our red meats more economically available to other 
countries as well.”

Hanten says nothing gets him more excited than Soybean 
Checkoff investments that improve the export abilities of Upper 
Midwest farmers. “Exports are one of our biggest and key areas 
that we need to work on with soybeans and soybean meal and 
by doing what we’re doing, it’s going to add some higher export 
capacity, which will benefit all our farmers in South Dakota 
and across the U.S. The location of Grays Harbor is especially 
important to South Dakota farmers,” he said. “The expansion is 
another step towards building markets for that growing soybean 
meal that we’re going to have available.”  

Todd Hanten

Grays Harbor
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Farming is all about getting the most from the soil, 
seed and inputs that are needed to produce a quality, 
profitable crop. Soybean farmers in North Dakota, 
South Dakota and Minnesota are optimizing their profit 

potential by utilizing an innovative tool from Mustang Seeds and 
GDM called Optimus.

“Optimus is an analytics tool that’s mainly used for agronomic 
decisions,” says Tyler Strahl, Mustang Seeds precision 
agriculture specialist. “The Optimus tool is being used to create 
multi-variety and variable rate seeding prescriptions, and then 
analyzing those fields after harvest.”

Developed by GDM, the Optimus program has been used in 
Argentina and Brazil for several years. Mustang Seeds and GDM 
introduced the program to the United States in 2020. Since then, 
Optimus has been used by growers in Minnesota and the Dakotas 
as a tool to help them fine tune their management. 

“Optimus allows you to view your management zones and 
separate the higher performing areas compared to the lower 
performing parts of the field,” Strahl says. “You’re analyzing 
your applied rates and comparing them to your harvest maps to 
see if any management zone changes need to be implemented  
for the next season.”

Strahl says Optimus can also help farmers identify areas of the 
field where less seed may be needed to achieve maximum yields. 

“In variable rate soybean fields, we are applying less seeds  
per acre in the high productivity zones and achieving a higher 
yield and return on investment in those zones.” Strahl explains. 
“We’re also working with variable rate fertilizer using those 
same management zones. The combination puts a greater 
emphasis on the profitability per acre and allows you to focus on 
where you’re spending your dollars.”

Farmers who have used the Optimus system have seen  
positive results. 

One example of how Optimus helps farmers achieve greater 
productivity is from a South Dakota soybean field shown in  
the graph.  

Using a control treatment across all management zones allows 
us to compare the variable rate population to a fixed rate in each 
management zone. The graph on the right shows that the high 
zone had a 23% yield increase when using the variable rate 

population compared to the flat rate population. Across all zones 
in this field, the variable rate population had a 12% yield increase 
compared to the flat rate population.

Already a groundbreaking technology, Strahl says GDM is 
investing significant resources to continually build and enhance 
the Optimus program to give farmers even better information. 

“There’s an entire digital product team working on this. They 
also have agronomists working on it as well as data scientists,” 
Strahl says. 

While Optimus is only available through Mustang Seeds and 
GDM, Optimus works with existing management programs 
farmers may already be using like FieldView and Ops Center. 

“Optimus focuses more on the in-depth analysis of those 
management zones and looking to see what we can improve for 
next year,” Strahl explains.

Because of Mustang Seeds strategic partnership with GDM, 
Mustang Seeds customers can access the unique Optimus 
technology to optimize their profitability. Contact your local 
Mustang Seeds dealer to learn more about Optimus or call  
605-256-6529.  

OPTIMIZING SOYBEAN 
PROFITABILITY

Learn more about what Mustang Seeds has to 
offer at www.mustangseeds.com.
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TODD HANTEN PARTICIPATES 
IN 26TH ANNUAL U.S.-JAPAN 
PARTNERSHIP ROUNDTABLE

WISHH ADDRESSES FOOD INSECURITY

The value of sustainable U.S. Soy 
was a key talking point at the 26th 
annual U.S.-Japan Partnership 
Roundtable held in Japan October 

11-13, 2022, as the two partners met for the 
first time post-COVID to extend their long 
and rich business relationship.

U.S. Soybean Export Council CEO  
Jim Sutter highlighted the future of 
U.S. Soy sustainability as an important 
differentiator during the meeting with 
the Japan Oilseed Processors Association 
(JOPA) and the Japan Oil & Fat Importers 
and Exporters Association (JOFIEA), 
which was attended by more than 40 
Japanese industry representatives.

The U.S. team at the roundtable included 
USB directors Todd Hanten of South 
Dakota and Philip Good of Mississippi, 
USSEC and ASA Director Monte Petersen 
of North Dakota, USSEC Regional Director 
for Northeast Asia Rosalind Leeck, along 
with Japan Country Director Mitsuyuki 
Nishimura and Deputy Country Director 
Masako Masi Tateishi.

Hanten said all parties involved in the 

meeting were eager to  
engage and better understand 
the soybean business in 
the U.S. and Japan, adding that the 
sustainability of U.S. Soy was important  
for Japanese customers.

“They are a great customer of ours 
and being there shows them that we 
know they are an important customer, 
and we appreciate their business and our 
relationship,” Hanten said.

The three days of discussions took 
a deep dive into the current challenges 
facing the soybean industry along with the 
sector outlook. The U.S.-Japan Partnership 
Roundtable is an important annual event, 
helping create a preference for U.S. Soy by 
nurturing relationships, growing awareness 
and demonstrating value, while allowing 
for collaboration with partners in Japan 
across the supply chain to elevate the 
preference for U.S. Soy.

“This meeting was very beneficial, 
especially in the recent complex and 
challenging market conditions,” said 
Masako Masi Tateishi, Japan Deputy 

Country Director, “It was also a valuable  
opportunity to talk directly with the 
U.S. soy growers. With prices currently 
skyrocketing due to rising energy demand 
and procurement concerns in Japan, we 
were able to understand firsthand the 
commitment of the grower leaders. Also, 
Japanese customers were able to hear 
directly from each producer about their 
sustainability efforts and challenges, and 
they could assure that U.S. soybeans are a 
sustainable solution.”

During the roundtable, attendees 
also visited JOFIEA and JOPA member 
companies including Mitsui & Co, 
Mitsubishi Corporation, JA (National 
Federation of Agricultural Co-operative 
Association), Showa Sangyo, along with 
the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo and a renowned 
restaurant chef run by a former TV Iron 
Chef where a USSEC Soy Oil Master 
cooks, to understand how soybean and 
oil are marketed, sold and used in a food 
supply chain in Japan.  

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

The World Initiative on Soy in Human 
Health is addressing food insecurity 
in parts of the world where the issue 
is prevalent. During a webinar hosted 
by Agri-Pulse, American Soybean 
Association Market Intelligence Vice-
President Mac Marshall pointed out 
some eye-opening figures on food 
insecurity. In November 2021, the 
world’s food insecure numbered 1.2 
billion, according to figures quoted 
by Marshall, but following this year’s 
global upheaval resulting from 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, by this 
past May, that number had climbed 
to more than 1.6 billion.

“We basically added 441 million 
people to the list of the food  
insecure globally,” said Marshall, 
during the webinar.

Among the statistics cited by 
Marshall, is that seven percent of 
the world’s caloric production is 

currently affected by some sort 
of trade disruption. “We’re seeing 
restrictions certainly out of the Black 
Sea. For the course of the year, we’ve 
seen restrictions out of Indonesia, 
out of India as countries have tried 
to exercise increased levels of food 
nationalism, which to a degree is 
understandable because you want 
to secure the availability of critical 
foodstuffs for your population 
sometimes before putting it out into 
the world. But the fact is the world 
of agriculture and food is something 
that binds all nearly 8 billion of us 
together, and the kinds of restrictions 
that are put in place, while trying to 
protect the domestic population, 
might be disadvantageous for people 
globally,” said Marshall. “This is 
pretty staggering.”

WISHH’s work addresses the world’s 
food insecurity as well as what’s 

referred to as the protein gap, 
according to Gena Perry, executive 
director of WISHH.

“We do this through the consumption 
of eggs, chicken, fish, and soy 
in human food. We work with 
aquaculture and poultry feed, both 
with producers and on the feed mill 
side to incorporate the usage of 
high-quality feed that also includes 
soy as its protein source,” said Perry, 
also on the webinar sponsored by 
WISHH, the American Soybean 
Association, and United Soybean 
Board. “We work with them on 
training, new technologies, [and] 
improved management practices 
really laying that groundwork for 
what they need to continue to  
build their business and have  
more efficient production  
practices as well.”   
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your cooperative 

soybean processor

agp.com
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HUMORIST FOCUSES ON THE 
HUMAN SIDE OF AGRICULTURE 
AT AGOUTLOOK

Jolene Brown, who farms in 
southeastern Iowa, says she learned 
early on that farmers can easily 
get volumes of information about 
agriculture production and finances. 
Instead, she speaks to audiences about 
the people who farm. “I focus on the 
human side of agriculture,” said Brown, 
one of the speakers at AgOutlook 2022 
on December 8th at the Sioux Falls 
Ramkota Inn. 

“All the way from family business, 
and that is my specialty – I do full-day 
workshops on that – but I also talk  
about advocacy, the need to be a  
true champion for what we do. And 
making sure that we appreciate 
ourselves and celebrate.”

AgOutlook Speaker

COMMITTED TO YOU 
AND YOUR AG OPERATION

“ “As the state’s number-one industry, agriculture 
represents South Dakota’s past, present and 
future. Today’s ag operators are among the most 

hardworking, committed and business-savvy people 

around, and we remain committed to investing in 

their success for the long haul. 
 
 

Charles H. Burke III  
BankWest Chairman, President and CEO

www.bankwest-sd.bank | 1-800-253-0362 
Armour, Colman, Delmont, Geddes, Gregory, Kadoka, Kennebec, Madison, Mitchell, Onida, Pierre,  
Rapid City, Selby, Tripp, Winner  Member FDIC. All loans subject to credit approval.

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS
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AgOutlook Speaker

3 YIELD 
ADVANTAGE

OVER ALL COMPETITORS1

BU/A
YIELD 

ADVANTAGE
OVER ALL COMPETITORS1

BU/A

GAME
CH    NGER.

1 Data is based on average of 2021 comparisons made in U.S. through 2021. Comparisons are against 
all comparisons, unless otherwise stated, and within +/- 0.3 RM of the competitive brand. Product 
responses are variable and subject to any number of environmental, disease and pest pressures. 
Individual results may vary. Multi-year and multi-location data are a better predictor of future performance. 
DO NOT USE THIS OR ANY OTHER DATA FROM A LIMITED NUMBER OF TRIALS AS A SIGNIFICANT FACTOR 
IN PRODUCT SELECTION. Refer to www.pioneer.com/products or contact a Pioneer sales representative 
or authorized dealer for the latest and complete listing of traits and scores for each Pioneer® brand product. 

The transgenic soybean event in Enlist E3® soybeans is jointly developed and owned by Corteva 
Agriscience and M.S. Technologies L.L.C.

Pioneer® brand products are provided subject to the terms and conditions of purchase which are part 
of the labeling and purchase documents. TM ® Trademarks of Corteva Agriscience and its affi liated 
companies. © 2022 Corteva. 22D-1508

Sign up for 
local results

To help farm families succeed, Brown speaks to 
audiences and leads workshops about family  
farm dynamics.

“We’re expected, generally, to have a good attitude 
every day. Now that doesn’t mean there aren’t bad 
days, or we don’t need support, or we don’t need to 
vent, or we don’t need to walk away,” said Brown, 
whose public speaking career began during the 1980s 
farm crisis. “But generally, is this your profession of 
choice, being able to celebrate that opportunity to do 
something that we love to do, and in an environment 
that we have a large part in creating? I think that’s 
quite a gift. So sometimes we have to pause to 
applaud all that we have done.”

Brown says difficult farm life experiences build 
character and help to shape and prepare the younger 
generation to succeed the older generation. However, 
being sheltered from difficult circumstances, says 
Brown, might leave the younger person ill-prepared.

“You need to have people in the family business team 
that have some grit,” she said. “One of the challenges 
I have is I have a lot of people in their 20s and maybe 
early 30s who are ready to take over the farm, but 
they have no grit, and the enemy of grit is ease. And 
quite often, the senior generation has made it way too 
easy, and so the next generation has not necessarily 
developed grit. That doesn’t mean they have to do 
things the same as the past generation, and we sure 
as heck hope they don’t, but you need to have those 
wise masters.”

Specifically, Brown shares what she’s learned from 
her life on the farm.

“There’s nothing better or worse than working with 
family genetics,” she said, “and there’s nothing better 
than growing up on the farm.”

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARSINVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS
INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS
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Bayer is a member of Excellence Through Stewardship® (ETS). Bayer products are commercialized in accordance with ETS Product Launch Stewardship Guidance, and in compliance with Bayer’s Policy for 
Commercialization of Biotechnology-Derived Plant Products in Commodity Crops. Commercialized products have been approved for import into key export markets with functioning regulatory systems. Any crop or 
material produced from this product can only be exported to, or used, processed or sold in countries where all necessary regulatory approvals have been granted. It is a violation of national and international law to 
move material containing biotech traits across boundaries into nations where import is not permitted. Growers should talk to their grain handler or product purchaser to confirm their buying position for this product. 
Excellence Through Stewardship® is a registered trademark of Excellence Through Stewardship. XtendiMax® herbicide with VaporGrip® Technology is part of the Roundup Ready® Xtend Crop System, is a restricted 
use pesticide and must be used with VaporGrip® Xtra Agent (or an equivalent vapor reducing agent). For approved tank-mix products (including VRAs and DRAs), nozzles and other important label information visit 
XtendiMaxApplicationRequirements.com. ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. XtendiMax® herbicide with VaporGrip® Technology is a restricted use pesticide. Not all products are registered 
in all states and may be subject to use restrictions. The distribution, sale, or use of an unregistered pesticide is a violation of federal and/or state law and is strictly prohibited. Check with your local dealer or 
representative for the product registration status in your state. For additional product information call toll-free 1-866-99-BAYER (1-866-992-2937) or visit our website at www.BayerCropScience.us. Bayer CropScience 
LP, 800 North Lindbergh Boulevard, St. Louis, MO 63167. ©2020 Bayer Group. All rights reserved. Products with XtendFlex® Technology contains genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate, glufosinate and 
dicamba. Glyphosate will kill crops that are not tolerant to glyphosate. Glufosinate will kill crops that are not tolerant to glufosinate. Dicamba will kill crops that are not tolerant to dicamba. Contact your seed brand 
dealer or refer to the Bayer Technology Use Guide for recommended weed control programs. Asgrow and A Design®, Asgrow®, Bayer, Bayer Cross, Roundup Ready 2 Yield® and XtendFlex® are registered trademarks of 
Bayer Group. LibertyLink® and the Water Droplet Design® is a trademark of BASF Corporation. ©2021 Bayer Group. All rights reserved.

WHEN PUSHING YIELDS,
IT PAYS TO BE FLEXIBLE.
Drive profitability and manage tough-to-control weeds 
with the combined performance of Asgrow® brand 
soybeans and XtendFlex® Technology – the industry’s 
first triple-stacked soybean trait containing tolerance 
to dicamba, glyphosate and glufosinate.

ASGROW.COM
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WEATHER PATTERNS 
DOMINATED BY LA NINA, 
BUT NOT FOR LONG

If you have been paying attention to the long-range 
weather forecasts over the last couple of years, the 
words “La Nina” have been plastered across your 
screen almost constantly since the summer of 2020. La 
Nina is the cold side of the El Nino Southern Oscillation 
(ENSO), which partly describes sea-surface waters in 
the tropical Pacific Ocean compared to normal. La Nina 
means that water temperatures are colder than the 
historical average. This effect has been in control of 
the weather patterns across much of the globe for the 
last two Northern Hemisphere winters and is headed 
toward a third.

Typically, La Nina brings about large disruptions in the 
Polar Vortex or the jetstream that circles around the 
North Pole. During the winter, such disruptions usually 
lead to a large ridge of high pressure over Alaska and 
a trough over eastern North America in the upper 
levels of the atmosphere. Flowing from high to low, 
this transports cold air from the Arctic south through 
Canada and into the North-Central U.S. by the way of 
clipper systems. 

These clipper systems usually do not have a lot of 
moisture associated with them for the Northern 
Plains, but do lead to bands of light snow. La Nina’s 
frequent clipper pattern over the winter is likely lead 
to near-normal precipitation amounts and snowpack 
across South Dakota, though of course, there will 
be variability at the local level. Cold air that follows 
the clippers should have a stronger influence on the 
average temperatures this winter than any warmth that 
comes ahead of these systems or when the systems go 
dormant from time to time as they often do.

Near-normal snowpack in the winter alone will not 
be able to ease drought conditions that have been 
growing over the fall season, a typical feature of La 
Nina. However, La Nina conditions are forecast to turn 
to a neutral state in the spring by all major climate 
models around the world. Long-range forecasts have 
it instead flipping to El Nino sometime during the 
summer or fall of 2023. 

You may have gotten sick of the summertime heat and 
frequent drought conditions, but we could see a big 
change in the weather for the next growing season. 
Confidence in any long-range forecasts you see for 
spring or summer should be pretty low at this point in 
the year. But anything like the last two summers of hot 
and dry conditions are not likely to repeat themselves 

next year, and that could mean better growing 
conditions. Though soils may be dry to start the year, 
and getting better subsoil moisture will be left for 
the spring, less heat and near-normal rainfall patterns 
are the most likely scenario for the summer. However, 
there is a lot of variability in years without a strong 
driver in the Pacific Ocean. If El Nino does not develop 
this summer, conditions could be very hard to predict 
more than a few weeks out.

If you would like to see more free weather commentary 
from DTN, visit about.dtnpf.com/weather.

By John Baranick, DTN Ag Meteorologist

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS
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MANAGING GRAIN PRICES 
IN 2023

Looking ahead into 
2023, U.S. grain 
ending stocks are still 
historically tight for 
the 2022/23 growing 
season. Because of  
this, grain futures prices 
will likely hold  
at historically higher 
price levels heading into 
the New Year, barring 
some Black Swan 
demand event.

While prices may likely 
stay firm into the New 
Year, be mindful and 

ready to manage your grain marketing constantly in 
2023. There will be plenty of newsworthy items to offer 
market movement, either higher or lower. Traders will 
constantly be monitoring South American weather, 
global economic jitters, inflation talk, and the Chinese 
economy, and a competition for acres in the United 
States this spring.

Which way will the pieces of news ultimately fall and 
tip the price scale? Will prices race higher due to lower 
supplies, strong demand, and adverse weather in South 
America? Or will a snafu in global economics or global 
geo-politics spook prices lower? 
My advice: Make a strategy that 
allows your farm to be prepared 
for either scenario. Don’t wait 
and see. Be ready to act on 
opportunity. 

As a marketer, you gather 
information and likely strategize 
that the market will trend in a 
particular price direction then 
create your marketing plan to 
act accordingly. For example, 
let’s say you have an order in 
with your elevator, that should 
new crop (Nov. 2023) cash 
soybeans trade at $15.00, you’ll 
sell 10,000 bushels. You feel 
good. You have a plan! 

Suppose though that your local 
cash market trades only up to 
$14.95, never hitting $15.00, 
and your order does not get 

filled. Then, the market pushes lower. You have no 
contingency plan, the market goes the “wrong way,” 
and you have no plan in place to respond. You are left 
reeling and frustrated. 

Good marketers have contingency plans in place, so 
they can act when they see opportunity or protect 
themselves against tumbling prices. It takes a well-
balanced blend of fundamental analysis, knowing 
your local cash market, weighing both U.S. and 
global economic news, watching geo-political drama, 
understanding technical charts, and having discipline.

Scenario planning is the process of creating possible 
future outcomes: sharply higher markets, markets that 
stay low for two years at a time, or markets that stay 
consistent. Scenario planning is forward thinking. It’s 
preparing your farm for the unthinkable. 

I believe that markets will continue to be volatile in 
the coming years, and oftentimes, better pricing 
opportunities arise when markets are uncertain, rather 
than when they are certain. That means you have to 
manage through uncertainty. You have to be ready 
with contingencies: sell, hedge, store, or whatever 
the appropriate action might be. Know your cost of 
production. Know where you’ll place target price 
orders to sell and review your marketing plan weekly. 
Be ready for anything and remember, eventually bull 
markets come to an end.

By Naomi Blohm, Senior Market Advisor, Total Farm Marketing
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I’M PROUD TO SAFELY AND EFFICIENTLY 
MOVE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS THAT 
FEED AMERICA, AND THE WORLD.

“
”

At BNSF, we’ve partnered with American producers for over 170 years. We’re a 
critical link for delivering agricultural products whenever and wherever they’re 
needed—in the nation and in the world—and we’re proud of it. Learn more at: 

bnsf.com/agproud

THE QUESTION 
ISN’T WHAT 
YOU’RE GROWING 
NOW, BUT 
WHAT YOU’RE 
GROWING 
FOR.

Zach B.  /  customers since 2013  �

Discover the expertise to 
build your business as well 
as your legacy. 

We have the fi nancial 
products and services 
you need to do business, 
and the expertise and 
commitment to help grow 
it. From fi nancing the next 
season to growing the next 
generation, we can help 
achieve your goals. 

Learn more by calling 
800-884-FARM.

Agriculture Works Here.®

�  FCSAmerica.com
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Moving Soy Forward.
Moving You Forward.

All soybean farmers, including you, are  
busy replacing petroleum with your soy oil.  
How? By pooling your resources through your  
soy checkoff. Learn how your soy checkoff is 
bringing tangible returns back to you and your 
operation at unitedsoybean.org/hopper.

You’re where the rubber meets the road.  
And the engine. And the interior.
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