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REMEMBER,
HE
CREATED
YOU
FOR THIS.
Don’t be afraid. Just believe. Mark 5:36
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Thank You, Members!

I would first like to thank all the members of the 
South Dakota Soybean Association. Because of our 
members, we can be a strong voice for South Dakota 

soybean farmers in Pierre and Washington, D.C. Membership 
cost is small compared to our organization’s huge impact on 
the state, national, and international levels. Aside from the 
financial support of member dues, having a significant number 
of members shows that we are a trusted voice in agriculture  
which carries considerable weight when we are speaking to 
Congress. Thank you again to our loyal members and new 
members as well!

 We have committed to holding several farmer shop talks 
around the state. We try to pack a lot of information into these shop talks, including 
legislative updates from our congressional delegation, information about soil health, 
updates on what the Soybean Checkoff and Association are doing, and most importantly–
we want to hear from you about concerns, questions, and any feedback about how we are 
doing. As a farmer-led board, our purpose is to be the voice of all South Dakota soybean 
farmers for policy locally, at the legislature and before Congress. We hold these public 
meetings (shop talks) to get a feel for what our membership needs and wants. Be on the 
lookout for a shop talk coming to your area. We would love to see you there.

As we rapidly approach another session in Pierre and a mid-term election for Congress, 
we are ramping up involvement both in-state and nationally. We have begun working 
on the next Farm Bill, which is set to expire in 2023. In partnership with other state ag 
organizations, we have participated in several meetings with our Congressional delegation 
to discuss the Farm Bill. We are always looking to leverage common goals with other state 
ag associations and enjoy working closely with them. There is strength in numbers, and we 
are happy to work together here in South Dakota.

Not everyone enjoys policy work, but we are blessed to have a board of very passionate 
volunteer farmer leaders at SDSA. I talk with a lot of farmers around the state who 
say they either don’t have the time or desire to be in policy or politics. We understand 
that fully. This is why becoming a member of SDSA is important. You can be proud of 
a farmer-led board willing to take time away from their families and farms to do the 
important work of driving policy in ways that benefit farmers. I can say without a doubt 
that our board members enjoy their work and appreciate your support. If you would like 
to learn more about SDSA and what we are doing or to become a member, please visit our 
website at SDSoybean.org.  

PRESIDENT’S OUTLOOK

JORDAN SCOTT 
President of SDSA

Paying checkoff does not automatically 
make you a member of SDSA. SDSA has 
membership dues.

By Jordan Scott, SDSA President
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LETTER FROM YOUR NEW CHAIRMAN:  

JASON FRERICHS

Greetings,

My family and I farm in the far northeast part of 
South Dakota primarily in Roberts and Grant Counties. 
We are a diversified farm with soybeans, corn, wheat, 

alfalfa, and a beef cattle cow/calf operation. My wife Ashley and 
I have two daughters, Elizabeth (4) and Violet (1). Our girls enjoy 
checking on the crop progress and keeping up with the calves 
growing in the pasture. I can’t just give one of them a tractor or 
combine ride these days; they both demand to be in the cab!

Investing our checkoff dollars strategically has been the mission 
of our checkoff board during times of depressed soybean prices 
and during times of uplifting soybean market prices. Research, 
consumer outreach, communication, international/domestic 
marketing, and biodiesel/clean fuels are our current focus areas. 
Our checkoff board recently approved the FY23 budget (July 1, 
2022 - June 30, 2023) which includes strategic investments with 
our partners: U.S. Meat Export Federation, U.S. Soybean Export 
Council, U.S. Poultry, and Egg Export Council, along with the 
Clean Fuels Alliance America. When these partner organizations 
request funding, our Board asks for specific projects that we can 
help fund for targeted impact on our collective efforts to expand 
the use of U.S. soy and soy products worldwide. I am proud to 
share we also provided funding to enhance the export of soybean 
meal in the Pacific Northwest which will have a direct impact on 
our South Dakota soybean processing facilities.

We focus heavily on investing here in South Dakota as well. 
Our soy-based Goodyear tire program partnered with county 
sheriff departments, and we continue to find city streets to apply 
soy-based sealers to extend the life of the pavement. I am proud 
to share our entire team at SD Soybean hosted another successful 
Farm to Fork event near Sioux Falls. This was an excellent 
opportunity to host decision-makers, dieticians, business leaders, 
and consumer neighbors who were able to learn about how we 
operate our farms and why we are proud to raise our crops and 
livestock here in South Dakota.

We are able to leverage our checkoff dollars with other states 
who raise soybeans along with the United Soybean Board and 

various other partners to 
open new markets for our 
soybeans. Many of those 
new and emerging markets 
are buying our soybeans 
because they have forged 
a relationship with fellow 
farmers who have gone on 
trade missions. We also 
enjoy hosting trade missions 
here on our farms in South 
Dakota when buyers and 
potential buyers come and 
visit when our soybeans are 
growing or being harvested. 

Please keep in touch with 
me or any checkoff board members if you have questions or ideas 
on how we can further invest the important soybean dollars to 
make a significant impact.  

JASON FRERICHS 
SDSRPC Chairman

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

Provided by Jason Frerichs, Chairman of the South Dakota 
Soybean Research and Promotion Council 

Jason Frerichs with his daughters, Violet and Elizabeth, and his wife, Ashley  
on their farm in Wilmot, S.D.
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INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS Market UPDATE

At the time of this writing, the USDA has not yet 
released the October WASDE, but the market has had 
no shortage of data to digest over the last 30 days. 
On the September WASDE, the USDA lowered the 

national average soybean yield to 50.5 bushels per acre (bpa) 
from 51.9 bpa in August. Harvested acres were also cut, removing 
150 million bushels (mb) from their August projection. After that 
report, the market believed it was time to go into rationing mode. 
Then came the September 1 stocks report.

On the September 1 stocks report, the National Agricultural 
Statistics Service surprised the market by revising up last year’s 
crop by 30 mb. That may not seem like much, but it had the 
effect of raising last year’s national average yield to 51.7 bpa 
from 51.4 bpa. The reason this is significant is it could put 
upward pressure on the 2022/23 soybean yield after September’s 
downward revision. Crop conditions on the most recent weekly 
crop progress report showed 55% of the U.S. crop rated good or 
excellent vs. 58% a year ago in early October. If the perception 
of the market goes from one in which the crop is getting smaller 
to one that the crop is stabilized, or even possibly getting a bit 
larger, it would mark a sharp contrast to the conventional wisdom 
accepted in mid-September.

While supply is still grabbing headlines, most in the trade are 
realizing that demand will quickly take center stage. The big 
concern in the trade is export demand with the USDA already 
forecasting exports to fall to 2.085 billion bushels (bb) from 
2.145 bb last year and 2.266 bb in 2020/21. Chinese demand has 
been less than stellar as they continue to battle slowing economic 

activity due to persistent covid-related lockdowns. That reality, 
when coupled with what should be record acres planted in Brazil 
this fall, is a major headwind for a U.S. balance sheet which is 
seen as getting larger.

Last, but certainly not least, we would remiss if we didn’t 
mention the U.S. Dollar Index when discussing exports. At the 
time of this writing, the U.S. Dollar Index is trading just off 
the highest level in over 20-years, spurred higher by tightening 
monetary policy in the U.S. and around the globe. In addition, 
while economic concerns are visible in the United States, we 
remain comparatively better than many other developed countries 
around the globe. The greenback at 20-year highs, coupled with 
a Federal Reserve committed to squashing inflation, and the 
perception of rising global supplies should make Q3 and Q4 of 
2022 a difficult environment for soybean prices.  

U.S. SOYBEAN SUPPLIES  
KEEP MARKET GUESSING
By Tregg Cronin, Grain Market Analyst at Halo Commodities

As recently as the August and September WASDE reports, the U.S. soybean balance sheet looked  
like it was in for another year of tight supplies and possible demand rationing. With the release of the 
September 1 stocks report, however, things don’t look quite as dire.

The U.S. Dollar Index rose to 20-year highs at the end of September, 
hurting U.S. soybean competitiveness against global competitors.
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STRENGTH TAKES courage
If you feel overwhelmed in your situation or are struggling with emotions like 
anxiety, depression, stress, sadness or fear, you are not alone. Your feelings 
are an understandable human response to frustrations such as extreme 
weather conditions, production challenges, machinery breakdowns, price 
and market uncertainties, and long hours that prevent time with family.  
Finding a healthy way to work through these feelings is important for you 
and everyone around you. Help is available to farmers, ranchers, and their 
family members.

FARM stress
Farm stressors can come from many directions 
including the agricultural system, farm and 
family finances, mental and physical health 
challenges, and relationship difficulties.

A healthy response to these challenges involves 
paying attention to the stressors within all of 
these areas and determining coping strategies 
that are useful in each area.

Please get the support you need from people who care. We’re here 24/7.
Farm and Rural Stress Hotline 1-800-691-4336
SDSU Extension https://bit.ly/SDSUExtension

Call 211 or visit 605strong.com

Agriculture Behavioral Health Voucher Program
Managed by the Division of Behavioral Health
South Dakota Department of Social Services
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INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

Dakota Layers had an open house for SD’s first 
free-range laying facility near Elkton. They have one 
barn built with plans to build 4 more in the next few 
years. Each 500 ft. barn is split in half, with each side 
holding 20,000 birds. Both sides have an acre of 
fenced space covered in mesh wire for the birds to 
venture outdoors. The building has an educational 
area for schools and other visitors.

Dakota Layers Free Range 
Facility Open House

Ag Appreciation Day

Soy Industry NEWS

SD Soybean helped serve a meal to over 2,200 
attendees at the Sioux Empire Fair 39th Annual 
Ag Appreciation Day luncheon.

South Dakota Soybean Association invites you 
to attend in our 18th AgOutlook Trade Show & 
Conference on December 8, 2022.

AgOutlook is free and open to the public. Join us 
to learn the latest from our speakers on weather 
and markets and visit our trade show to visit with 
industry folks. 

Meet Maggie  
Vander Laan
We are excited 
to introduce 
you to new SD 
Soybean staff 
member, Maggie 
Vander Laan. 
Maggie grew up 
on a diversified 
farming 
operation near 
Beresford, S.D. 
She graduated 
from South 
Dakota State University in August 
2017 with a degree in Agriculture 
Communications. After college, she 
worked at Farmers Business Network. 
After a year at FBN, Maggie enjoyed 
the next four years self-employed as a 
farm and ranch wedding photographer. 
She currently lives in her hometown of 
Beresford with her daughter, Nora. 

KELO radio reporter Bill Zortman wearing his soybean sole 
Goodyear Skechers shoes.
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Soy CONNEXTHefty Field Day

Dairy Sustainability Tour & Panel
Ag United sponsored a dairy sustainability tour and panel 
discussion on August 2 at Boadwine Dairy. They had a very diverse 
group in attendance to have a conversation and see what a modern 
progressive dairy is doing to reduce its carbon footprint and still 
run a very efficient dairy. Lynn Boadwine gave a walking tour that 
highlighted the steps and care he takes to ensure the comfort and 
production of the cows as well as the methane digester project. The 
methane digester project is located on three of his dairies and will 
utilize over 55m gallons of manure. This methane that is captured 
is cleaned and converted to renewable natural gas that in turn is 
injected into the existing natural gas pipeline network and at the 
same time retains all of its fertility properties and value.
 
This was followed up by lunch and panel discussion in Crooks. 
SD Soybean Executive Director Jerry Schmitz was the moderator 
and SDSA Director Jeff Thompson shared how he plays a part in 
sustainability by providing forage and utilizing the manure. John 
McMaine from SDSU shared about a watershed project they are 
conducting about how different farming practices can affect water 
infiltration and water holding rates through soil probes in various 
farms with the same slope and soil type. The third panelist was 
Peter Williams with Agolin Feedworks who shared about a feed 
additive they make from natural essential oils that are proven to 
increase dairy performance and at the same time reduce the level 
of methane gas that is expelled thru eating and breathing.

For more info go to Brightmark.com/rng for more info on the 
Athena Project.

David Struck, Tim Ostrem, Mike McCranie, 
Dawn Scheier, Todd Hanten, Chad Schooley, 
and Adam Kask attended USSEC’s Soy Connext 
conference in San Diego. The event is intended 
to bring US soy buyers and sellers together 
to discuss opportunities and challenges. The 
conference also included several speakers on 
topics ranging from production, supply chain 
issues, inflation, market outlooks, and several 
specialized breakout sessions. Following the 
conference several foreign buyers remained 
in the US for additional tours and farm visits 
throughout the Midwest.

South Dakota Soybean 
had booths at Hefty’s 
Field Day in Baltic, SD. 
Bonnie Dybedahl and 
Molly DeHaai helped 
kids plant soybeans and 
discussed the many 
uses of soy. 

Adam Kask shared  
new Checkoff projects 
with farmers attending 
the event.

The SD Soybean 
Checkoff sponsored the 
application of DustLock, 
a soy-based dust 
suppressant, around the 
Morton Center at  
the Hefty Farm. It is 
non-corrosive and 
friendly to all types of 
equipment as well as 
the environment.
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INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

Ag Trivia Night

Soy Industry NEWS

Hungry for Truth, SD Soybean Checkoff’s 
consumer initiative, hosted Ag Trivia Night at 
Remedy Brewing Company in Sioux Falls, S.D. 
Over 50 people played and tried their best at soy 
and agriculture trivia questions. We shared our 
mission, made new connections, and had great 
conversations about SD agriculture.

Brown 
County Fair
SD Soybean Checkoff 
spent the day in the 
Kids Zone in the Odde 
Building at the Brown 
County Fair on Friday, 
August 19.

21st Annual SD 
Soybean Open Golf 
Tournament 

Sioux Empire Fair 
Pipestone  
Discovery Barn

On Monday, July 18th SDSA hosted 35 
teams at the SD Soybean Open Annual 
Golf Tournament. Thank you to all who 
joined in and raised money for the SoyPAC! 

South Dakota 
Soybean 
advocated for 
soybeans in 
the Pipestone 
Discovery Barn 
at the Sioux 
Empire Fair. 
Attendees stopped by to plant soybeans, 
pet piglets, see the birth of a Holstein calf, 
and learned about modern agriculture 
production practices.

DSU ANNOUNCEMENT
Dakota State University announced its decision to use 
soy-based artificial turf for the new football and soccer 
fields at the opening of a home football game.

Corn Cob 
Open Golf 

Tournament

SDSA President 
Jordan Scott 
participated in 
South Dakota 
Corn’s Corn 
Cob Open Golf 
Tournament. 
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THANKS  
FOR ATTENDING OUR SUMMER SHOP TALKS! 
WATCH OUR WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA FOR 
DATES AND LOCATIONS OF UPCOMING EVENTS.

SDSA President Jordan Scott speaks to Vermillion area farmers. Thompson Law giving tips for succession planning.

Derrick Scott, District 5 Director for the South Dakota 
Soybean Association

Lori Tonak with Mitchell Technical Institute 
shares helpful tools and information to help 
producers maintain successful farming 
operations.

South Dakota Soybean Checkoff board directors 
Tim Ostrem and Todd Hanten and South 
Dakota Soybean Association board directors 
Jeff Thompson and Derrick Scott update 
producers on state and national projects that are 
advancing the soybean industry.

South Dakota Soybean Executive Director Jerry Schmitz addresses 
producers from the Geddes area.

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS
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INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

At first glance when watching an interview, the 
average person would assume the interviewer is 
controlling the narrative and discussion topics. After 
three days of formal training with the Agricultural 

Communications Team (ACT) in Washington D.C., I learned just 
the opposite.

From August 1st-3rd, I traveled back to D.C. for some formal 
training as part of the ACT training put on by ASA. It was an 
extensive two days, with the first day really diving into how 
to present yourself as a representative of ASA. The formal 
training was provided by Wixted & Company, which gave a full 
oversight of interviewing and presentation strategies. 

One of the main messages that was conveyed was how to 
communicate your message effectively. More times than not, 
we are going to find ourselves as producers getting questioned 
by an agriculture friendly entity. A set list of questions will be 
provided, but learning how to get your message through—even 
if you weren’t asked directly about your message—was one of 
the most helpful techniques I learned. For instance, my passion 
is sustainability in agriculture. I live extremely close to the 
Missouri River, with many fond memories from my childhood 
and adulthood nestled within those waters. If an interviewer 
were to hypothetically ask me about what good I am doing to 
achieve sustainability, I would still answer the question directly, 
but I would bring home a focal point about what drives my 
passion. Describing the bluffs in the distance, the blue water 
gliding across rocks scattered across the shoreline, and the 
sight of a fisherman at the water’s edge hoping for a catch is 

something that I want to preserve for generations. This imagery 
is what is going to capture the audience.

Along with the interviewing techniques we learned, ASA 
educated us on the power of social media. People crave to 
understand, and agriculture isn’t excluded from that. To the 
producer, a video of a planter getting filled with seed or the 
daily feed ration getting fed to the cattle might not seem overly 
exhilarating, but to someone living in suburban Tallahassee, 
Florida, that might be the video they recall the next time they 
hear something negative directed towards agriculture. Our 
passion and love for our careers is infectious. A photo on 
Instagram, a tweet on Twitter, or a post on Facebook might seem 
menial, but it can carry more weight than imaginable.

Agriculture is a beautiful thing. The media, the suburban 
family states away from the nearest cornfield, and the office 
manager sitting next to us on the plane are the individuals we 
need to be conveying this to.

Agriculture has a story to tell. As producers, we need to make 
sure we are the ones telling the story.  

THE STORY OF AGRICULTURE:  

ACT TRAINING UPDATE  
WITH TANNER HENTO

Tanner Hento, Young Leader and new director of the SDSA board, 
pictured in the front row, 2nd from left.

Lincoln Memorial Lincoln Memorial  
Reflecting Pool

TANNER HENTO
Young Leader and new director  
of the SDSA board

Provided by Tanner Hento, Young Leader and new director of the SDSA board
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SOURCE
www.sdsoybean.org/news-media/federal-help-
available-for-replacing-wrecked-steel-storage

FEDERAL HELP AVAILABLE 
FOR REPLACING WRECKED 
STEEL STORAGE

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

The USDA is providing limited funding for farmers to 
rebuild on-farm grain storage wrecked by this past 
summer’s Derechos. The total is $20 million available to 
farmers impacted by straight-line wind in South Dakota 

and Minnesota and a tornado in Kentucky. Aside from the wind, 
South Dakota farmers have been hit with conditions ranging from 
delayed planting because it was too wet in the north, to severe 
drought elsewhere, according to Steve Dick, state executive director 
for the South Dakota Farm Service Agency. “We’re hearing yields 
that are on par with 2012, which was probably one of the worst 
years for drought in South Dakota’s history, so it’s been all over the 
board, and then on top of that, we had massive storms, straight-line 
windstorms, Derechos, come through our state in May, June and 
July,” said Dick, during an interview. “That just had an enormous 
impact on facilities in the eastern half of the state.”

The federal assistance, announced by U.S. Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack, is for producers left with too little grain storage 
heading into harvest. If an elevator can’t take a farmer’s crop 
because the elevator’s storage is storm damaged, the farmer can get 
federal help.

“If they’re within 30 miles of that facility, or their county’s 
within 30 miles of that facility, there’s going to be some assistance 
there to help producers look at putting up some temporary facilities, 
putting up some permanent facilities, or maybe even looking at 
buying some equipment for a grain bagging facility [for] putting 
up the bags,” said Dick, “so it’s just an opportunity to help those 
producers whose commercial facility where they hauled to may 
have had some serious damage.”

Details are still being hammered out, according to Dick, but 
the USDA anticipates that the funds will cover 75 percent of the 
eligible expenses associated with building storage or purchasing 
equipment such as grain baggers.

“Certainly, there’s been a lot of steel that’s gone up this summer 
in South Dakota at these commercial facilities as well as on-farm 
sites, but there’s a lot that hasn’t been done yet, and it’s because of 
the backlog in orders for supplies, shortage of workers, construction 
workers to get these projects up and running,” he said. “The harvest 
is starting to come in now, and there will be some issues at some 
of these facilities, particularly when you get into north of the 
Interstate-90 area in South Dakota.

Most South Dakota counties are located in affected areas eligible 
for federal help.  
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( YOU)
Moving Soy Forward.
Moving You Forward.

All soybean farmers, including you, are  
really big in poultry and livestock feed. How?  
By pooling your resources through your  
soy checkoff. Learn how your soy checkoff  
is bringing tangible returns back to you and  
your operation at unitedsoybean.org/hopper.

Who’s the No. 1 protein source in chicken feed? 
YOU are. That’s right. You’re winning.

©2022 United Soybean Board [61977-24 9/22]
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INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

Barn raising was popular in the 1800s. Settler families 
needed a large building to store hay and grains and 
protect livestock. Construction of a large building was 
difficult for a single family, so friends, neighbors, and 

community members worked together to build the large barns. 
Together, they collectively built the future for a nation. In a 
sense, barn raising still takes place every day in rural America. 
Large projects that are nearly impossible for a single entity are 
accomplished through collaboration, partnerships, and personal 
commitments. The burden and the rewards are shared.

An example of modern-day barn raising is the Mesonet weather 
monitoring system created by SDSU. Mesonet is part of the 
greater Upper Missouri River Basin Soil moisture and Snowpack 
Monitoring System. There are currently 29 stations. When 
completed, there will be over 151 stations that monitor rainfall, 
snowfall, soil moisture/temperature, wind speed, and temperature 
inversions. The data is updated every five minutes and available 
to farmers in real-time, free of charge.  

Mesonet was created through collaboration and partnership. 
SDSU developed the concept assisted by local, state and federal 
government, Army Corps, and local organizations, including your 
soybean checkoff.

Biodiesel is also an example of a product developed 
and supported by a broad coalition, including businesses, 
organizations, government and academia. One of the best 
examples of “barn building” is a company right here in South 
Dakota - - Poet. It started as a dream in Scotland, South Dakota. 
With the collaboration and support of local farmers, state, and 
national business, organizations and government, it has become 
the world leader in ethanol.

Working partnerships help everyone to leverage their influence 
while sharing costs, reducing redundancies and building the 
future. The foundation of those partnerships is the United 
Soybean Board (National Soybean Checkoff Board) and the 
American Soybean Association (National Soybean membership 
Board). The South Dakota Soybean Checkoff and South Dakota 
Soybean Association partner with over 30 local, state and national 
organizations to leverage their work for farmers. Just as the early 
settlers counted on their friends and neighbors to help them get 
started, collaboration and cooperation advance our organizations 
and communities today much faster and more efficiently than 
going it alone.

Two recently announced 
projects of significant 
interest to soybean farmers 
are generating tremendous 
collaboration among a wide 
range of organizations and 
businesses and promise to 
advance the interests of local 
families and communities 
in South Dakota. The first 
is a new soybean plant 
being developed by South 
Dakota Soybean Processors 
in Mitchell. The plant will 
have the capability to crush 
soybeans, sunflowers, 
and canola. The plant will 
increase the value of soybeans sold locally and provide soybean 
meal for local livestock producers who previously had to 
transport the feed long distances. The community will receive 
an economic boost resulting from the building and maintenance 
at the plant and from the commerce the plant will continuously 
bring into the community.

The second project supported by a broad cross-section of 
businesses and organizations is the Wholestone Swine Packing 
Plant in Sioux Falls. Wholestone is owned by local farmers who 
will produce the hogs 3 million hogs annually for the plant. 
Demand for soybean meal will increase significantly, benefiting 
soybean growers and surrounding communities. 

Dissemination of misleading information has led to individuals 
and businesses opposing the plant’s location and disrupting 
collaboration and partnerships. Unfortunately, Poet is currently 
one of those businesses. As a production technology leader 
who understands the needs of specific infrastructure and is 
a historically significant coalition builder of development, I 
believe Poet will evaluate the technology advancements in the 
swine processing industry and reverse their opposition to the 
project. They will join the barn-raising coalition supporting the 
Wholestone plant, local food security, locally grown food and 
building the future of South Dakota.  

LETTER FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

JERRY SCHMITZ 
Executive Director of SDSA  

and SDSRPC

Provided by Jerry Schmitz, Executive Director of SDSA and SDSRPC
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On Thursday, August 25th, South Dakota State 
University held a ribbon cutting event for a newly 
upgraded Mesonet weather station in Sioux Falls. 
The event highlighted the effort to install 150+ 
Mesonet stations across the state.

A mesonet is a network of weather stations  
that are placed closely together and report  
every few minutes to capture what meteorologists 
call mesoscale weather – finer scale, more  
dynamic weather.

SDSU is being funded by the US Army Corps 
of Engineers and the National Weather Service 
to install and maintain stations across the Upper 
Missouri River Basin to improve monitoring for 
flood and drought.

Twenty-two of the Mesonet’s stations have 
already been upgraded. An additional 129 
installations and upgrades will take place over  
the next five years. The expanded Mesonet will  
put nearly every acre in the state within 20 miles  
of a station.

The stations will boast improved wind 
measurements, monitoring of the moisture and 
temperature profiles of the soil, precipitation reports 
year-round and more. The stations are also equipped 
with weather cameras.

The South Dakota Soybean Checkoff has 
supported the Mesonet Spray Tool that provides 
updates on weather every 5 minutes with the ability 
to send weather records by email. The Council has 
also funded the augmentation of these stations with 
the sensors needed to report inversions that may 
cause issues for sprayers.

South Dakota Soybean Executive Director Jerry 
Schmitz joined Senator Mike Rounds, Governor 
Kristi Noem, SDSU President Barry Dunn, and 
others to speak about the positive impact the 
upgraded and expanded Mesonet will have.

Live and archived data from the Mesonet are 
available at mesonet.sdstate.edu.  

RIBBON CUTTING HIGHLIGHTS 
MAJOR UPGRADE AND 
EXPANSION OF SDSU’S MESONET

Nathan Edwards, Mesonet Operations Manager and Project Lead, 
and Jerry Schmitz, SDSA Executive Director

Ribbon cutting and the newly upgraded SDSU Mesonet weather station in Sioux 
Falls. Pictured in front, from left to right: Reno Red Cloud, Great Plains Tribal Water 

Alliance board member; Jerry Schmitz, SDSA Executive Director; Col. Mark Himes 
of the US Army Corps of Engineers; Governor Kristi Noem; Senator Mike Rounds; 
SDSU President Dr. Barry Dunn; Kevin Low and Marina Skumanich of the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; and Andrew Berg, Sioux Falls City 
Engineer. Pictured in back, left to right: Elizabeth Wakeman, Great Plains Tribal 
Water Alliance board member; Dr. Bill Gibbons, SDSU Agricultural Experiment 

Station Director; Nathan Edwards, Mesonet Operations Manager and Project Lead

Find more information about the  
SD Mesonet Spray Tool at  

MESONET.SDSTATE.EDU/SPRAY
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Super SpRoUtS
sPonSored by tHe SoUtH Dakota SoYbeAn ChecKofF

WanT more fun? sHow us yOur dRawinGs!
SoYbeAn Swag GiveAwaY
With your parents help, complete this page and send a photo to mkessler@sdsoybean.org or post a 
photo and tag @SDSoybean on Facebook. You can also mail your completed page and contact infor-
mation to SD Soybean at 5000 Broadband Ln. Suite 100, Sioux Falls, SD 57108. One participant with 
a completed page will be sent a super special soybean item! Entries must be recieved by November 
30, 2022 to be eligible. 

MeEt SpRoUt, tHe masCot for tHe super sProUtS educatiOnal 

pRogRam. Super SpRoUtS aImS to pRovide at home educatiOnal 

acTivitiEs for cHilDren of alL ages. SpRoUt’s goAl is to 

enSure everyOne kNowS aboUt tHe superPowerS of SoYbeAnS!

Have Fun anD be sure to enTer!

ExPorT WorD SEaRcH
in the puzzle.

1. An export is a commodity sold to other 
countries. 
2. An import is a commodity brought into 
the country. 
3. China ranks 1st in US soy imports.
4. Mexico ranks 2nd in US soy imports.
5. Egypt ranks 3rd in US soy imports. 
6. Japan ranks 4th in US soy imports. 
7. Soybean oil is the oil that is extracted 
from the soybean. 
8. Korea is the largest importer of US 
soybean oil. 
9. Soybean meal is what is left of the 
soybean after the oil is extracted.
10. The Phillippines is the largest import-
er of US soybean meal. 

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS
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SDSA BOARD DIRECTORS, EMPLOYEES, 
AND STATE LEADERSHIP ADVOCATING 
FOR THE SOYBEAN INDUSTRY

SD Soybean, SD Corn Growers, and SD Soybean Processors 
shared a tent at Dakotafest August 16-18, 2022 in Mitchell, 
S.D. Thank you to all SDSA members and farmers that 
stopped by and visited with us!

Thank you to our state leadership for stopping by! (Left to right: South Dakota Lt. Governor Larry Rhoden, Rep. Dusty Johnson, 
and Sen. John Thune)

Bonnie Dybedahl and Molly DeHaai serving 
up fritters made from soy flour and fried in 
high-oleic soybean oil. 

SDSA president Jordan Scott, First VP 
Kevin Deinert, and ASA Young Leader 
Tanner Hento

Past ASA and SDSA President Mark Berg

SD Soybean Research and Promotion 
Council Secretary Heather Beaner

Mariah Kessler advocating for Hungry 
for Truth - SD Soybean’s consumer 
advocacy initiative

SDSA First Vice President Kevin Deinert contributed to the Farm 
Bureau Panel. The main speakers of the panel were Congressman 
Johnson, Senator Thune, and Senator Rounds. Contributing panelists 
were representatives from Feeding South Dakota, South Dakota 
Cattlemen’s Association, South Dakota Corn Growers Association, 
Farm Bureau Financial Services, and South Dakota Soybean 
Association. The congressional delegation and industry groups 
voiced concerns and hopes for the next legislative year. 
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I
t’s not every day that administrators from two major 

USDA agencies are available to farmers on the same 

day and in the same place. Rarer still is that both are 

native South Dakotans. Farm Service Agency (FSA) 

Administrator Zach Ducheneaux, from the Cheyenne 

River Sioux Reservation, and Risk Management 

Agency (RMA) Administrator Marcia Bunger, from 

McCook County, talked to farmers at the Dakotafest 

farm show in Mitchell. After taking questions from 

farmers attending Dakotafest, Ducheneaux said in 

an interview that the FSA is addressing long-lasting 

drought conditions still affecting much of Western 

U.S. farm country.

“What we’re finding out is that while our standing 

disaster programs are valuable tools, they weren’t 

conceived in a time when we realized that this type 

of drought was possible,” said Ducheneaux. “We’re 

taking a look at all the flexibility we can in our 

standing disaster programs that are really targeting 

drought to help producers, but it looks like there 

might be some more thought needed in what that’s 

going to look like in the future, so we’re continuing to 

find our flexibilities.”

Ducheneaux’s background is primarily raising cattle 

in north-central South Dakota. “My family has a fourth-

generation cattle ranch there that my daughter and 

my brothers and sister are running now,” he said. He’s 

been the administrator at FSA since February 2021.

Meanwhile, Marcia Bunger is a fifth-generation 

farmer from north of Spencer, South Dakota, whose 

career includes being a county executive director for 

the FSA, and later a crop insurance agent. Her service, 

now on a national scale following her upbringing on a 

corn and soybean farm, has left an impression on her 

about the diversity of U.S. crops and the diversity and 

needs of the people growing them.

“While I’m at RMA, I really hope to grow the crop 

insurance program to enhance some of those crops 

that maybe haven’t had coverage in the past, but also 

experience the same kinds of levels of coverage that 

the historical policies, like corn, soybeans, and wheat 

have experienced,” said Bunger. “It will just make us a 

stronger nation when it comes to food security.”

Bunger’s message to growers, especially those 

anticipating crop insurance claims this year, cautions 

them about intermingling old crop and new crop 

supplies. “Get ahold of your agent so that they can 

measure that old production first before you dump 

[new crop] on top,” she said. “Even if you have a 

good crop, it’s important for you to know this year’s 

production so that you’re not running the risk of 

possibly in the future if you are spot checked, that  

you didn’t keep things separate. So always keep  

that in mind before mixing any kind of old crop  

with new crop.”

Both Bunger and Ducheneaux had gratitude on 

their minds during their Dakotafest visit. “Thank them 

when you get a chance,” said Ducheneaux, addressing 

farmers and referring to local county FSA office staff. 

“They’re doing heroic work out there trying to make 

sure that you’re able to keep feeding and clothing us.” 

To underscore his desire to stay in touch with farmers, 

Ducheneaux several times repeated his cellphone 

number [(202) 941-4675] for producers to call or text.

“Thank you so much,” was Bunger’s message to 

farmers. “I know how hard you work; I know the long 

hours you put in. Please, please know that this country 

relies so much on farmers, ranchers, [and] foresters 

to continue to supply such plentiful, bountiful, cheap, 

safe food,” she said. “And so please take care of 

yourselves and your families, and have a successful fall 

with harvest, but also be safe.”  

SOUTH DAKOTANS DUCHENEAUX, 
BUNGER FIELD QUESTIONS ON 
FEDERAL FARM PROGRAMS

Zach Ducheneaux and Marcia Bunger
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SD SOYBEAN BRINGS HOME THE TITLE 
AT THE DAKOTAFEST 2022 COMMODITY 
GROUP DUNK TANK CHALLENGE

I
n partnership with the South Dakota Ag Foundation 

and First Dakota and the First Dakota Ag team, 

SD Soybean joined four other commodity groups 

(SD Corn, SD Pork, SD Dairy, and SD Cattlemen’s) 

to compete in the Dakotafest 2022 Commodity 

Group Dunk Tank. The event took place in the 

afternoon at the First Dakota building at Dakotafest 

on Wednesday, August 17th and was put on with the 

intent to help raise funds for the South Dakota Ag 

Foundation to help support the funding of the grants 

and scholarships they give out every year to the 

organizations and people serving agriculture in  

South Dakota.

And raise money they did—with SD Soybean leading 

the way and winning the friendly competition among 

commodity groups. SD Soybean raised the most 

money for the foundation and also having the dunkee, 

Tim Ostrem, as the individual who was dunked the 

most times. Tim was a great sport and did a great 

job of bringing people to the booth to give to a good 

cause while getting the chance to cool him off with a 

dunk in the tank on a warm August afternoon. Thank 

you again to Tim for his leadership and thank you to 

the SD Ag Foundation and First Dakota for including 

us in this fun, positive event that gives back to the 

future of agriculture in S.D.

If you are interested in learning more about the SD 

Ag Foundation and the work that it does to support 

the industry in S.D., you can visit their website,  

www.sdagfoundation.org, and/or follow them on 

Facebook and Instagram at @sdagfoundation.  

The SD Soybean and SD Corn tent had a group 
of young men stop by on Thursday at Dakotafest. 
They were celebrating Cooper Vander Wal’s 13th 
birthday. Cooper brought his friends, Jordan 
Ries, Zachary 
Shultz, and 
Landon Hanssen 
to Dakotafest to 
“see what’s new 
and check out 
equipment.” We’re 
thankful to see 
such excitement 
in the future 
of agriculture. 
Thanks for 
stopping by, and 
we hope to see 
you next year! 
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ALWAYS HERE.

ALWAYS CARING.

To find an agent in your area 
or to get a quote, scan this 
code or visit our website.

For over 105 years, De Smet Farm Mutual has been helping 
to protect what we all love about South Dakota. 

We remain rooted in the values our company was founded on as we serve 
the families, farmers, and ranchers in this great state—providing the most 

progressive insurance policies and offering convenient bundled plans that save 
you money and give you peace of mind.

FARM / RANCH LIABILITY

MACHINERY

RESIDENCES

FARM BUILDINGS

LIVESTOCK

PERSONAL LIABILITY

And More

www.DeSmetFarmMutual.com
Call: (605) 854-3337
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(YOU)

All soybean farmers, including you, have been busy racking 
up big sales with export markets. How? By pooling your 
resources through your soy checkoff. Learn how your soy 
checkoff is bringing tangible returns back to you and your 
operation at unitedsoybean.org/hopper.

Moving Soy Forward.
Moving You Forward.

You just increased your sales 
to Egypt 708%. Bon voyage.
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CITY ANNOUNCES BIODIESEL 
PARTNERSHIP FOR FLEET 
VEHICLES

The city of Sioux Falls has  
been using a biodiesel blend  
in its fleet vehicles as part  
of its ongoing commitment  
to sustainability.

B20 is an 80/20 blend of diesel and 
biodiesel. Biodiesel is a cleaner, renewable 
fuel produced from diverse, sustainable 
feedstocks including vegetable oils like 
soybean oil, used cooking oils, and animal 
fats. The City’s fleet has been using the fuel 
blend since April without any impact to day-
to-day operations. Neither the fleet vehicles 
nor the existing fuel stations needed any 
modification to use B20.

“Switching to a biodiesel blend 
was a seamless transition that 
lets us see multiple benefits 
immediately. Using B20 this 
year will decrease the City’s 
use of petroleum diesel fuel 
by 24,000 gallons, helping the City reduce 
harmful greenhouse gas emissions,” said 
Holly Meier, Sustainability Coordinator with 
the City of Sioux Falls. “It’s better for our 
community’s health and for our drivers  
as well.

Fleets throughout the country are utilizing biodiesel blends 
to help meet their sustainability goals. MEG Corp—the City’s 
fuel consultant—has seen similar success in fleets throughout 
the Midwest, and across the border in Minnesota, where all 
fleets and other diesel users fuel with B20 throughout the warm 
weather months, thanks to a state fuel standard.

Approximately half of the biodiesel produced in the U.S. 
is made from soybean oil. Soybeans are 80 percent meal and 
20 percent oil. Biodiesel production uses only the oil portion, 
leaving the protein available for food and feed.

The City partnered with farmers to utilize South Dakota 
Soybean checkoff dollars for this B20 pilot program. Through 
this partnership, the City is receiving a 25-cent discount on each 
gallon of B20 (up to 120,000 gallons).

“This project has proven that biodiesel is a valid option 
for fleets and a more environmentally friendly fuel with no 
modifications to vehicles needed. Biodiesel also helps with the 
economic stability of South Dakota farm families,” said David 
Struck, South Dakota Soybean Research & Promotion Council 
(Checkoff) Vice Chairman and fourth-generation farmer from 
Wolsey.

City fleet vehicles are expected to use 120,000 gallons in 
2022. Making the switch to B20 means:

 2,400 gallons of petroleum diesel won’t be used.

 Carbon emissions will be reduced by more than  

 450,000 lbs.

This reduction is equivalent to taking 44 gasoline-powered 
passenger vehicles off the road for one year or driving 508,065 
fewer miles in a gas-powered car. For the environment, it’s the 
same as planting 3,384 trees this year and having them absorb 
carbon through 2032.

The City will continue to use B20 through the fall  
before switching to a winter blend when temperatures  
begin to dip.  

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS
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Our annual event, Farm to Fork, is 
a time for South Dakota soybean 
farmers, consumers, legislators, and 
more to come together and share in 
great conversation over a meal, in a 
beautiful farm setting. 

This year was no exception, 
beginning the evening with a happy 
hour and hors d’oeuvres hosted at A 
Homestead Brew, where our guests 
were able to indulge in cheese from 
our friends at Valley Queen Cheese 
and our special beer collaboration, 
Cash Crop Creamsicle. Our brew is 
made with organic soy milk, blood 
orange, Madagascar vanilla, local 
honey, and A Homestead Brew’s 
centennial hops to create a delicious 
fruited sour ale. 

Following a happy hour, we  
enjoyed the rest of the evening at 
Jordan and Samantha Scott’s farm 
in Valley Springs, S.D. The night was 
made complete with speakers from 
local farmers.

Want to experience even more 
behind-the-scenes looks at  
Hungry for Truth events? Make  
sure to follow us on Facebook  
and Instagram!

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

Find more stories at hungryfortruthsd.com

FARM TO 
FORK 2022

This year’s custom beer, Cash Crop 
Creamsicle, was a collaboration with A 
Homestead Brew made with organic soy 
milk, blood orange, Madagascar vanilla, 
local honey, and A Homestead Brew’s 
centennial hops to create a delicious 
fruited sour ale. Photos by Sampson House.

 Hungry for Truth SD

 @hungryfortruthsd
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Find more recipes at hungryfortruthsd.com

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Preheat oven to 350 F. Grease your loaf pan with  
 non-stick spray.

2. With a handheld mixer, combine bananas and sugar.

3. Add eggs, one at a time, mixing well each time.

4. Mix in oil and pumpkin.

5. In a small bowl, mix together flour, baking powder,  
 baking soda, salt, pumpkin pie spice, and cinnamon.

6. Slowly add dry ingredients to the pumpkin mixture.  
 Mix until combined.

7. Pour batter into prepared loaf pan. Bake at 350 F for  
 70 to 80 minutes. Bread is done when a knife inserted  
 comes out clean.

PUMPKIN BANANA  
BREAD FOR FALL
It’s that time of year again. You know, when one 

leaf drops and suddenly everything is pumpkin-

flavored? Some may argue that it’s the best time 

of year. We won’t pick sides, but we will tell you 

that this pumpkin banana bread recipe is the 

BEST pumpkin treat you’ll find all season.

We all know banana bread is great for using up 

the bananas that didn’t get eaten fast enough 

before they turned brown. Come on, we know 

you have a few stashed in the back of your 

freezer. Dig ‘em out, add a can of pumpkin,  

and bam— you’ve got the perfect fall indulgence.

INGREDIENTS

2 ripe bananas

1/2 cup Granulated Sugar

1/2 cup brown sugar

2 eggs

1/3 cup Soybean Oil

1 cup canned pumpkin  
(about half of the can)

2 1/2 cup Flour

1 tsp baking powder

1 tsp baking soda

1/2 tsp Salt

2 tsp Pumpkin Pie Spice

1/2 tsp Cinnamon

DID YOU KNOW? VEGETABLE 

OIL IS REALLY SOYBEAN OIL? 

THE INGREDIENT STATEMENT 

WILL LIST SOYBEAN OIL 

AS THE PRIMARY OR SOLE 

INGREDIENT. VEGETABLE OIL 

IN THIS RECIPE IS KEY TO 

MAKING THE BREAD MOIST 

AND PREVENT IT FROM 

STICKING TO THE PAN.  

Enjoy!



26 Fall Issue 2022      SDSL

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

As a seventh-generation South Dakotan and “farm 
kid”, being an advocate for agriculture hits close 
to home for me. On my family farm, row crops 
and livestock operations were the livelihoods of 

my family each day of my childhood. What began as having 
fun playing in mud puddles, riding with Dad in the tractor, and 
getting my first cardboard box of baby chicks from Tractor 
Supply, quickly grew into a deeper appreciation for farming.

What I love about the agriculture industry is that there is 
always more to learn from local farmers and their sustainable 
practices, which is exactly what spending the day with Brandon 
Wipf had to offer. The Wipf Farm is a row crop operation near 
Hitchcock, South Dakota. Brandon and his parents primarily 
manage soybeans, along with corn, wheat, and alfalfa. Brandon 
is on the Board of Directors for the American Soybean 
Association and does a fantastic job representing South Dakota 
farmers on a larger legislation level. 

Seeing Brandon’s face light up when he began talking 
about each new conversation topic was incredible. His deep 
appreciation for nurturing the land is so inspiring. For Brandon, 
and many farmers, it is much more than getting food on the 
table – it is about the long-term preservation of cropland so that 
we can see bountiful harvests for generations to come. 

THE BEAUTY 
IN FARMING 
WITH SHANIA 
KNUTSON
Article by Shania Knutson

Having open conversations about food and farming with South Dakotans and the farmers who grow it is 
what we do. In fact, that’s what Hungry for Truth is all about. We had an exciting opportunity to connect 
with Shania Knutson, who is currently Miss South Dakota, with Brandon Wipf, a farmer from Huron, S.D., to 
chat about sustainability, crops, and what a day on the farm looks like a post-planting season. Below, Shania 
is sharing her perspective of her recent South Dakota farm visit.

Photos by Sampson House.



Fall Issue 2022      SDSL 27

My visit to the Wipf farm was an incredible 
experience that made me appreciate the time and 
dedication that is implemented into the sustainable 
practices of the operation. Crop rotation, row tillage, 
and tiling systems are just a few practices that I 
learned more about during my visit.

Farmers spend endless time doing “behind the 
scenes” work that a majority of people would never 
think of. Brandon shared more about how the little 
things add up quickly, which makes for a busy 
schedule. Not only do farmers have to plan out 
their schedules, but they also have to trust that the 
weather will cooperate and adjust accordingly. 

Brandon Wipf was the perfect farmer for the 
job when it came to giving a farm tour (complete 
with two Rangers to drive around and cookies for 
a snack break). We drove around as I learned about 
and appreciated his operation. Brandon shared that 
although it may have taken his father some time and 
patience to adjust to some new farming practices, 
it quickly became clear to him that implementing 
sustainable practices would be worth it in the end. 

As technology and social media essentially seem 
to run the world, we will continue needing farmers 
to be active in teaching and informing consumers 
WHAT they are doing and WHY they are doing it.

I am thankful for the Hungry for Truth 
Ambassador Program, South Dakota soybean 
farmers and their Checkoff, the South Dakota 
Soybean Research & Promotion Council, and the 
South Dakota Soybean Association for connecting 
farmers with consumers. Farmer and food education 
plays a pivotal role in how our consumers view 
farming operations. I am so proud to know farmers, 
such as Mr. Wipf, that are willing to spend their 
time influencing and informing consumers. I am 
thrilled to continue sharing my positive experiences 
learning from local farmers and encouraging others 
to become informed as well.  

Shania is a graduate of South Dakota 

State University and the owner of The 

Stem Floral Studio. Shania is Miss South 

Dakota USA 2022 and will represent  

South Dakota at Miss USA on October  

3rd in Reno, Nevada. To learn more  

about Shania, connect with her via:

Maddie Peschong, a local Sioux Falls brand 
photographer and coach, with Todd Hanten, 
a South Dakota farmer operating near 
Goodwin, SD

Holly Rader, the Vice President of Member 
Relations at Greater Sioux Falls Chamber 
of Commerce with Jason Frerichs from 
Wilmot, S.D.

Loghin Welch, co-owner of Serendipitous 
Events, with John Horter from Andover, 
South Dakota

(2022, August 18). The Beauty in Farming with Shania Knutson. Hungry for Truth SD 
Blog. www.hungryfortruthsd.com/the-beauty-in-farming-with-shania-knutson

Find more Hungry for Truth Ambassador farm visits,  
visit hungryfortruthsd.com

 Shania Knutson

 @shaniaknutson
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SOIL HEALTH  
LESSONS LEARNED

Soil HEALTH

As the weather cycles continue to become more 
extreme, farmers and ranchers are seeking solutions 
to make their soils and their farms more resilient from 
wet and dry conditions, now and into the future.

Seeking solutions, South Dakota USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) and SDSU agronomists took 
a hard look at Prevent Plant acres a few years ago. NRCS 
State Soil Health Specialist Kent Vlieger led two round table 
discussions with agronomists and local farmers near Crooks 
and Mitchell. The overriding theme of the lessons learned was 
that no-till soils saw the highest planting success, and cover 
crops provided numerous benefits like erosion control and water 
infiltration on Prevented Plant fields.

FARMER ROUND TABLE LESSONS

Craig Stehly, who farms near Mitchell, says 2019 was the 
most stressful year since he began farming in 1984. “Fortunately, 
we were able to seed a lot of cereal rye cover crops and winter 
wheat in September, which allowed spring growth to use up the 
excess moisture.

“What I’ve found with long-term no-till is we don’t have ruts 
across a whole field, and the driest soils we had were on wheat 
stubble, or where I put a cover crop,” he said. “The cover made 
the trafficability much better, proving we do learn things in this 
wet environment.”

Good soil structure is shown in Brent Wood’s Prevented Plant field near Parkston, that was seeded to a seven-way cover crop mix last summer.

Farmers and ranchers saved money on hay and manure 
hauling by grazing cover crops on Prevented Fields, as well as 

improving soil health.

By Kurt Lawton for SDSA Soil Health Initiative
Photos provided by NRCS SD
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Anthony Bly, SDSU Extension soils field specialist 
agronomist, talked to a lot of farmers during the season 
and, while no-till farmers also struggled, those building 
soil health saw the best results. “I think they won the 
battle, and I believe others are going to pay attention to 
that, and adoption is going to increase further.” 

When you see black snow, and ditches, culverts, 
and roads impacted by silt from fields, you really see 
the value of no-till and cover crops, according to Nate 
Stroschein, who farms near Crooks. “After heavy 
rains, you can really tell that water infiltration is a big 
deal on our no-till fields, thanks to better soil biology, 
compared to conventional tillage.”

COVER CROP PLANS

Farming west of Mitchell, Charlie Edinger said, 
knowing what you want to accomplish with cover 
crops helps select the best species. “We like a wide 
variety of smaller seeded species because they’re less 
expensive. But if you want to reduce compaction or 
add nitrogen, there’s a whole range of specific cover 
crop traits to meet your needs.”

The multiple species cover crop mixes offered by 
seed retailers are designed to deliver optimum plant 
biomass and root diversity. The mixes were created 
to increase biomass accumulation and soil organism 
diversity. For example, NRCS has with some seed 
companies to formulate multiple species cover crop 
blends for Prevented Plant acres containing a legume, 
brassicas, and cool and warm season broadleaves 
and grasses: e.g., oats, barley, sudangrass, rapeseed, 
radishes, turnips, flax, buckwheat, and common vetch.

The seed blends that resulted in tall and heavy 
biomass concerned new cover crop growers about 
potential difficulty planting cash crops. Some 
producers chose to use tillage or herbicides to reduce 
the biomass, rather than wait for natural winter 
decomposition. The tillage of cover crops negatively 

Prevented Plant fields that only used multiple tillage passes saw severe wind and 
water erosion that filled ditches and culverts, further reducing soil biology, organic 

matter and future yields.

In this Prevented Plant field, the producer allowed it to grow natural vegetation and 
weeds without spraying or tillage, with no cover crops.

NRCS agronomist Eric Barsness, Brookings, and district conservationist Brent Woods, Parkston, examine his cover crop mix in September, 2019. Woods 
grazed this biomass in the fall, then seeded it back to cover crops to take up moisture to aid spring planting.
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Soil HEALTH Lessons Learned 
(Continued)

impacted the soil structure forming benefits of living roots, 
and significantly reduced the cover crop biomass that used 
photosynthesis to fix atmospheric carbon into the soil reserves.

Grazing cattle on cover crops is one of the goals of Daniel 
Harnish, who farms near Clayton. “We like to put in oats, radish 
and field pea mix, trying to keep our costs under $20 per acre. 
To get additional growth to graze, we haul manure over the live 
crop when it’s 4-5 inches tall. In spring, the canopy of brassicas 
and oats has broken down the manure making it easy to plant 
into while continuing to build soil organic matter and improve 
water infiltration.”

FALLOW SYNDROME AND FERTILITY

If no cover crops were seeded on your conventional-tilled or 
minimum-till Prevented Plant field (or only brassica cover crops 
like radish, turnip, mustard or rapeseed), the soil might lack key 
beneficial organisms, e.g., mycorrhizal fungi, that support early 
corn growth.

To overcome this potential soil biology challenge, some 
agronomists recommend the addition of phosphorus (P) 
and chelated zinc in-furrow as a pop-up starter or a banded 
application to minimize early-season growth challenges and 
potential yield loss from Fallow Syndrome. If that’s not an 
option, broadcast application rates that include an additional 
15-20 lbs. P/acre will also help, according to Antonio Mallarino, 
Iowa State University Extension.

Some agronomists and long-term no-till farmers believe that 
no-till fields are probably less susceptible to fallow syndrome 
due to better soil health. “We know that mycorrhizal fungi are 
greatly reduced in tilled systems, and I think our soil health 
systems [no-till, strip-till] are going to show more resilience,” 
Bly says.

Stehly said it’s hard to predict fallow syndrome. ”If you’ve got 
a cover crop on, it probably won’t happen, but the pop-up does 
so much good anyway on corn and small grain, then I split the  
N with stabilizer to manage volatilization.”

“We also use a pop-up in-furrow for the P issue,” Harnish 
said. “I think that could be critical this spring to prevent fallow 
syndrome, especially on fields that didn’t get cover crops or 
were saturated for long periods, as that can decrease microbial 
populations, too.”

Regarding weeds, most farmers had issues with timely 
spraying if they could spray at all due to the continued rains. 
Those farmers who achieved good cover crop stands kept  
weed populations down. Stroschein said he had a field with 
marestail problems, but his cover crops that produced heavy 
biomass provided pretty decent control. Other farmers 
mentioned they shift to small grains and cover crops in the 
rotation to eliminate marestail.

REDUCING FUTURE RISKS

While no one can control precipitation, the no-till farmers 
around the tables all said that their decisions to build soil organic 
matter levels and soil structure have dramatically improved 
water infiltration. By investing in cover crops following cash 
crops, the additional root and plant biomass produced by the 
cover crops improve the formation of humus that aids soil 
aggregation.

Reduced input costs, like fertilizer and chemicals, to less 
equipment needed, less fuel, and less tractor time were benefits 
listed by farmers who switched to no-till. Ryan Larson, farmer 
from Garretson, added, “One thing I never realized was that you 
could trade your high horsepower tractor and all your tillage 
equipment and buy a no-till set-up and still have money left over. 
It’s been really eye-opening when you examine your break-even 
prices and compare to other operations.”

Such plans help aid future planting under wet conditions—
reducing Prevented Plant acres. It’s the best option to minimize 
water and wind erosion, decrease nitrate runoff and leaching,  
and reduce weed pressure for increased productivity in 
subsequent years.  
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soyleic.com

That means the future 
of a healthier food system 
isn’t manufactured —  
it’s grown.

See why soybean farmers are 
embracing SOYLEIC®.

SOYLEIC® is a non-GMO, high-oleic option for 
today’s soybean farmers — and those they serve.

• Maturity Groups for Your Area
• Competitive Yields
• Added Value for Culinary and Livestock Markets

734 S. Country Club Drive
Jefferson City, MO 65109

(573) 635-3819

When the world relies 
on you for healthy food 
choices, rely on SOYLEIC®
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STRONGER TOGETHER:  
FIVE PRINCIPLES OF SOIL 
HEALTH WORK IN CONJUNCTION

Over the last year, we’ve talked with South Dakota 
farmers about the ways they’ve incorporated soil 
health practices and the benefits they’ve seen from it. 
While each focused on one of the five principles of 

soil health, it’s clear that they’re interconnected. 
The principles - keeping the soil covered, limiting disturbance, 

encouraging plant diversity, keeping a living root in the soil as 
long as possible, and integrating livestock - often overlap. 

Managing fields with no-till, for example, covers a couple of 
principles on its own. It minimizes soil disturbance in a way that 
helps keep the soil structure intact, and it leaves a crop residue 
cover. That cover, in turn, has several soil health benefits. It 
helps prevent erosion, returns nutrients to the soil, suppresses 
weeds, and gives livestock something to eat. 

Farmers that go a step further and plant cover crops have even 
more forage for their animals. They are keeping a living root 
in the soil in a way that stimulates activity in the microbiome 
beneath the surface. Cover crops add diversity to a standard corn 
and soybean rotation. 

“It’s more than just not tilling. It’s a system,” said Heidi 
Reints, Resource Unit Conservationist at the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) in Mitchell. 

That system is a big part of what makes the land resilient to 
weather extremes. In recent years, South Dakota farmers have 
contended with floods, drought, and derecho winds. Those who 
focus on healthy soils have found their ground is better protected 
and their crops are better able to weather the storm. 

“The land is more resilient to our weather patterns - in drought 
years and even with excess moisture,” Reints said. “It’s got a 
higher water holding capacity. It’s acting as a sponge. It’s doing 
what it’s supposed to do.” 

She has worked closely with the Bainbridge family in nearby 
Ethan to implement conservation measures. The area went 
through a long dry spell last year. Crops were starting to show 
some stress, Matt Bainbridge said. But they hung on until the 
rain came, and he was ultimately surprised with yields. 

It was a different story just two years before when many acres 
were too wet to plant. Some farmers in the area planted their 

By Janelle Atyeo for the SDSA Soil Health Initiative

Soil HEALTH

CONTINUAL LIVING ROOT SOIL ARMOR
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cash crop later in the season, but Bainbridge said 
many of those farmers were fighting with the damage 
into this year’s growing season. He opted to care for 
his fields by planting cover crops as soon as he could 
and grazing them later in the year. 

Excess moisture does not pool at the soil surface 
on his fields. A healthy structure helps moisture soak 
deeper where it can be stored until crops need it. 

“It’s kind of a continuous improvement,” his dad, 
Lewis Bainbridge said. “Organic matter increases, 
overall soil health greatly increases.”

A diversified cropping rotation, cover crops and no 
till makes Cronin Farms thrive on some rough ground 
along the Missouri River near Gettysburg. Agronomy 
manager Dan Forgey said keeping the crop ground 
covered has helped it come through the recent wet 
years and the more recent drought. 

“It’s just amazing how resilient our soil is and our 
land is,” he said.

Keeping crop residue in place is a key to a 
lot of problems in farming, Forgey said. NRCS 
Conservation Agronomist Justin Miller echoed those 
thoughts. Residue protects soil from wind and water 
erosion, reduces evaporation, suppresses weeds, holds 
nutrients in place, and keeps soil temperatures cooler, 
to name a few benefits. 

“It basically keeps that soil biology more active, 
longer through the year,” Miller said. 

Justin Fruechte advises customers at Millborn 
Seeds on the best cover crop mixes for meeting their 
goals. That typically means a diverse mix of plants. 

“We’re trying to emulate what’s on a native 
prairie,” he said. “That’s a diverse mix of grasses. We 
know that’s the right mix for our soil.” 

At Jamie Johnson’s farm near Frankfort, cattle 
graze on a rye cover crop from the time the cash crop 
is harvested until well into the winter. 

An added benefit, she’s found, is the nutrients 
the animals leave behind. Building organic matter 
translates to applying less fertilizer, a nice perk with 
the recent price jump in input costs, Johnson said. 

Cattle graze every wheat field on the Ryan Wagner 
farm in northeastern South Dakota, and he’s found 
that it makes for mellower soil at planting time. 

“It seems to be a nice synergy between soil and the 
cattle,” Wagner said. 

The more of the five principles a farmer can apply 
to their fields, the more benefits they’ll see. But 
implementing just one new practice can cover a few 
principles. Matt Bainbridge encourages other farmers 
to see if they can make it work for them. 

“Just give it an honest try, even if just on a couple 
fields,” he said.  

MINIMIZING SOIL DISTURBANCE

PLANT DIVERSITY

LIVESTOCK INTEGRATION
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SEE FOR YOURSELF
The See for Yourself experience allows South Dakota soybean farmers the opportunity to see 

firsthand how their checkoff works for them. This July, farmers from South Dakota and North 

Dakota traveled to Washington and Oregon to tour port facilities and learn about the importance 

of international markets to the soybean industry.

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

SHAVER TRANSPORTATION AND  
TUGBOAT TOUR

The SFY group toured Shaver Transportation Marine 
Services and was fortunate to catch a ride on a 
tugboat down the Willamette River. Robert Rich 
shared the deep roots of this family business that 
began in 1880 and the role that they play in moving 
shipping vessels.

EXPORT GRAIN TERMINAL (EGT)

EGT, LLC is a joint venture between Bunge and Pan 
Ocean America. The design of this facility enables 
it to handle wheat, corn, soybeans, soybean meal, 
and DDGs through both barge and rail. Given these 
capabilities, EGT’s entry to the Pacific Northwest 
strengthens U.S. trade flows and sets a new 
standard for grain export.
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LiveWellSD.com

Introducing South Dakota  
Farm Bureau Health Plans, quality 

coverage for everyone, not just 
farmers. To get access to these 
savings, just join South Dakota 

Farm Bureau for $60 a year.

For a quote or to apply, visit:

TRUST GOES WITH THE 
TERRITORY HERE.

HEALTH PLANS FROM
PEOPLE YOU TRUST.

SAVE OVER 35%

A common topic of conversation throughout 

the experience was the use of biodiesel 

and renewable diesel in transportation. 

Representatives from Clean Fuels Alliance 

America joined farmers on the tours and gave 

insight on the future of the biofuels industry.

Participants also toured the Port of Kalama, 

Bonneville Locks and Dam, and the Daimler North 

America Headquarters, and heard presentations 

from AGP, Clean Cities, the United States 

Soybean Export Council, Pacific Northwest 

Waterways Association, BNSF Railway, and 

Colombia River Pilots.

TACOMA EXPORT MARKETING 
COMPANY (TEMCO)

The SFY group visited TEMCO’s facility near 
Tacoma, Wash. During the tour, there was a train 
unloading corn from Wolsey, S.D.
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GLOBAL SOYBEAN TRADE TEAM 
STOPS IN SOUTH DAKOTA

After a two-year hiatus due 
to the global pandemic, an 
international trade team 
returned to the Upper Midwest 

in August to learn more about soy as 
a valuable protein source and get a 
firsthand look at soybean production 
practices in the U.S. They saw soybean 
fields, equipment, processing facilities, 
value-added agriculture, and visited  
with farmers. 

The event, which was made  
possible by the American Soybean 
Association’s World Initiative for Soy 
in Human Health (WISHH) Program, 
consisted of business leaders from 
developing countries in Africa, Asia,  
and Latin America.

Tour participants found themselves 
engaged in a deep dive into the soybean 
industry through a Northern Crops 
Institute-led course, Introduction to 
Soybean (INTSOY).

“They were a diverse group,” said 
Dawn Scheier, a soybean farmer outside 
of Salem who serves as the District 3 
Director for the South Dakota Soybean 
Research and Promotion Council. “They 
were really excited to be here, and it 
gave us an opportunity to introduce them 
to soy protein and provide insights into 
different uses.”

GROWING DEMAND  
FOR U.S. SOY

The United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) valued soybean 
exports at a record $27.4 billion in 2021, 
up seven percent from the previous year.

This sort of global demand doesn’t 
happen without some of the important 
boots-on-the-groundwork performed by 
soybean farmers through their checkoff.

Scheier was able to participate in the 
trade team’s visit to Brookings, South 
Dakota. There they met with South 
Dakota State University faculty and 
South Dakota Soybean members to 
discuss the latest research into soybean 
uses and production practices.

According to Scheier, soy protein 
can play a crucial role in human 
diets. This is particularly true in areas 
where geopolitical, economic, and 
environmental factors have put people  
at increased risk of malnutrition and 
protein deficiency.

Innovative, sustainable production 
practices implemented by soybean 
growers in the U.S. are also helping to 
drive demand worldwide.

“We’re doing a lot of practices that 
are really good for the environment,” 

said Scheier, citing the use of precision 
technology, cover crops, and reduced 
tillage as examples of American 
innovation in agriculture.

“We can feed the world by being good 
stewards of the ground that we farm.”

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
RELATIONSHIPS

Through her role with South Dakota 
Soybean, Scheier has served with 
WISHH. This volunteer experience has 

A tour group consisted of business leaders from developing countries in Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America met with South Dakota State University faculty and South Dakota Soybean 

members to discuss the latest research into soybean uses and production practices.

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS
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allowed her to travel overseas herself to learn about 
some of these emerging markets for U.S. soybeans.

They have also underscored the importance of 
nurturing existing relationships as well as cultivating 
new partnerships with potential buyers.

“Over 60 percent of U.S. soy is exported,” said 
Scheier. “That is why it is important that we make sure 
we’re having good communication with our customers 
around the world. These relationships really help to 
build trust so they will buy U.S. soy.”  

TRADE TEAM 
VISITS
This summer, South Dakota has hosted visitors 

from around the world to showcase the soybean 

industry. Guests have the opportunity to see soybean 

fields, equipment, processing facilities, value-added 

agriculture, and chat with farmers.

SD Soybean Checkoff Director Mike 
McCranie hosted a group from Thailand.

SDSA Director Jeff Thompson hosted a group from Southeast Asia.
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INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

WHAT’S THE DEAL WITH 
SUPPLY CHAIN ISSUES?

You might notice them walking down 
the grocery store aisle or shopping for a 
birthday present for your grandkid.  
Maybe they’re evident in the parts 
department at your equipment dealer or 
when you try to order chemicals for a  
post-emerge application.

However and wherever you encounter 
them, supply chain issues are still pervasive. 
And sometimes, they can cause more than 
just a mild inconvenience for farmers.

THE MANY WAYS  
SUPPLY CHAIN ISSUES 
AFFECT FARMERS

“You’ve got to get a lot better at  
planning ahead,” said David Struck, a 
farmer from Beadle County in the east-
central region of South Dakota. “That’s a 
real concern, you know? Everything we  
do needs to be timely.”

Struck is vice chair of the South Dakota 
Soybean Research and Promotion Council 
and serves as director for District 5. He 
said supply chain issues have impacted 
his operation in ways big and small. 
“Chemicals have been an issue this year,” 
said Struck. “You really had to order early 
and pay through the nose for common 
chemicals that we use. It’s just not as 
readily available as it has been in the past.” 
Struck noted that he’s also run into trouble 
receiving farm equipment that he has 
ordered, having experienced significant 
delays and, in one instance, a complete 
cancellation of an order. Fertilizer, which is 
more of an issue for acres planted to corn 
but affects his bottom line nonetheless, has 
also been hard to come by.

The level of vulnerability within the  
parts supply chain causes a bit of anxiety  
for producers like Struck as they head into 
the final throes of the growing season,  
when harvest activities will need to be 
completed promptly.

Should something break on a combine or 
a tractor that’s hauling grain, what kind of 
turnaround time can you expect for a part 
that might currently be in short supply? 

WHAT IS BEHIND THE  
SUPPLY CRUNCH?

It’s common knowledge that the 
COVID-19 pandemic created supply chain 
issues. But what was at the root of these 
issues? And why do they persist today—
more than two and a half years later? The 
answers to those questions are complex, to 
say the least, but they can trace their origins 
to challenges around the transport of goods 
in a global economy.

“There were some transportation 
disruptions with the pandemic where 
ports were backed up in certain places,” 
explained Matthew Elliott, SDSU 
Extension Agribusiness Specialist and 
Associate Professor in the Ness School 
of Management and Economics at South 
Dakota State University. “We still have 
port issues with varying pandemic covid-
related rules slowing things down.” But 
supply chain issues don’t rest squarely 
on the shoulders of the shipping industry, 
according to Elliott.

Factories going offine due to covid 
restrictions or power supply, workforce 
shortages and the war in Ukraine are  
among the other factors — not to  
mention continued efforts to contain  
covid surges — contributing to supply  
chain disruption worldwide.

HOW DO WE SOLVE  
THE CRISIS?

U.S. lawmakers have taken note of these 
challenges and are working on solutions.

“There has been a little bit of easing  
of some of these supply chain problems,  
but we still face some serious issues,”  
said Rep. Dusty Johnson (R-SD),  
who has been proactive in addressing 
supply chain vulnerabilities through his 
work in Congress.

“Sixty percent of South Dakota soybeans 
are exported overseas, and there have been 
problems getting American ag products 
over to our purchasers,” said Johnson.

To that end, Struck joined fellow soybean 
growers from South Dakota for a “See for 
Yourself” learning tour to the Oregon coast 
earlier this summer.

Part of their mission was to learn 
more about export programs and the 
infrastructure needed to get soybeans  
from the Upper Midwest to a port. Hearing 
about some of the vulnerabilities in the 
export supply chain was eye-opening, to  
say the least.

“It doesn’t matter who you talk to,”  
said Struck. “The railroads are frustrated, 
the ports are frustrated, the grain terminals 
are frustrated.” 

With this in mind, Johnson introduced 
the bipartisan Ocean Shipping Reform Act 
alongside Rep. John Garamendi (D-CA) in 
2021 to support the transport of goods.

The bill ultimately passed in both the 
House and Senate and was signed into law 
earlier this year.

“It was a major legislative victory,  
and I was grateful that we were able to  
do it together,” said Johnson. “There are  
lots of factors in the system that want 
to drive us all apart, but I think we need 
leaders who are willing to step up and find  
a way forward.”

Johnson is also working with his 
colleagues in Washington, D.C., to address 
domestic issues impacting the supply chain, 
including a mounting shortage of truck 
drivers in the U.S. and federal restrictions 
that keep younger drivers from carrying 
freight across state lines.

The important thing, it would seem, is to 
stay proactive.

“Every month or two, it seems like 
there’s a particular product that we can’t  
get — or the problem with the supply  
chain changes,” said Johnson. “But we 
are clearly still not where we need to be.” 
The South Dakota Soybean Research and 
Promotion Council and South Dakota 
Soybean Association remain committed  
to working with private and public industry 
to address these supply chain issues and 
keep the public informed as to how they 
affect producers.

“Everybody’s in the same boat, you 
know,” said Struck. “The problem is 
widespread, and we need to fix it.”  

SUPPLY CHAIN ISSUES
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Many farmers in the Midwest know all too well the 
challenge kochia presents. Kochia thrives under 
drier conditions, so growers in western South 
Dakota and parts of North Dakota are particularly 

vexed by kochia. 

“In South Dakota, especially west of the James River, kochia is 
the main concern,” says South Dakota State University Extension 
Weed Science Coordinator Paul Johnson.

Johnson says dicamba is one of the most effective tools 
farmers have for managing kochia. He says 2-4D has some 
effectiveness, as does Liberty® if weeds are treated when they’re 
small. Glyphosate can be effective for controlling kochia, but 
increased instances of resistance to glyphosate is limiting its 
usefulness. 

“Getting a pre-emerge down that is good on kochia is an 
absolute must,” Johnson contends. “Post emerge options are the 
most limited on kochia of any weed in the state.”

NEED OPTIONS

Having herbicide or other management options available is 
important for farmers who have kochia. Mustang Seeds Soybean 
Production Manager Mason Roerig says kochia control is a 
key consideration for many farmers when they’re making their 
soybean seed selections.

“It’s a big consideration, especially for growers in North 
Dakota and western South Dakota.” Roerig says. “Having weed 
control options is the deciding factor for a lot of farmers who 
have kochia.”

Roerig says a lot of farmers are having success in kochia 
control by using dicamba.

“I know quite a few growers that have switched soybean 
varieties so they can use dicamba, and it’s cleaned the fields up 
very nicely. They’ve not had any issues moving forward with 
kochia,” Roerig says.

Roerig says a popular approach to managing kochia is to apply 
dicamba as a pre-emerge herbicide, then follow up with other 
technologies for post-emerge application. 

“A lot of farmers do a burn-down or pre-emerge with dicamba, 
then come back with Liberty® later in the season,” Roerig 
explains. “They can burn the kochia down right away. Coming 
back for any stragglers with that second pass of Liberty® seems to 
work very well in our area.”

NEW FOR 2023

Xtend Flex® soybeans are a popular choice for growers with 
kochia issues because it allows them the flexibility to use different 
tools to treat their weed populations. Roerig says Mustang Seeds 
has been working for several years with partner GDM to develop 
exclusive new Xtend Flex® varieties that will be available for 
growers in 2023. 

“We have a wide lineup of Xtend Flex® varieties from .00 to 
3.0 relative maturity. We’ve been working hand in hand with 
GDM and having our own breeding line has been crucial for us. 
We have a lot of new varieties in the range from about an 0.7 to a 
1.8 in the heart of that with six to eight new GDM products there 
that we’re really excited about,” Roerig says. 

Roerig says breeders have been testing the new varieties for 
about two years and all varieties have been included in their test 
plots, yield trials and production field inspections, so there will be 
data farmers can use to compare and determine what’s right for 
their own operation. 

“We are looking at all our past research as well as new 
information from our strip trials that will be monitored this fall 
comparing past varieties as we move fully from Xtend into this 
Xtend Flex® system,” Roerig explains. “We also have all of our 
plot data on the website. Growers can scroll through their area; 
they can select by state or by variety.”

Variety information is available at www.mustangseeds.com. 
Roerig says Mustang Seeds representatives are also available to 
help answer questions on the new Xtend Flex® varieties.  

OPTIONS FOR  
CONTROLLING KOCHIA

Learn more about what Mustang Seeds has to 
offer at www.mustangseeds.com.
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0% FINANCING 
ON SEED & CROP PROTECTION

• Fertilizer
• Seed
• Crop Protection

BOOK & APPLY
BY NOVEMBER 18, 2022:

Customers must hold or grow fertilizer, seed and crop protection purchases from last year to qualify. A minimum of 100 acres worth of inputs is required. Deadline 
to apply is November 18, 2022. Loan matures February 10, 2024. 0% fixed interest rate until November 30, 2023. CHS Capital Accolade Standard variable 
interest rate from December 1, 2023 - February 10, 2024. Variable interest rates are based on the CHS Capital Accolade Standard Base Rate, which was 7% as 
of August 1, 2022. Rates are published at www.agtegra.com/financing. $100 application fee. $850,000 loan maximum or more with additional approval. 

0% FIXED INTEREST
ON SEED & CROP PROTECTION

UNTIL NOVEMBER 30, 2023
(CHS Capital Accolade Standard Variable Interest Rate from 12/1/23 - 2/10/24)

 4.75% VARIABLE INTEREST
(CHS Capital Accolade Standard Variable Interest Rate less Agtegra investment of 2.25%)

ON FERTILIZER UNTIL NOVEMBER 30, 2023
(CHS Capital Accolade Standard Variable Interest Rate from 12/1/23 - 2/10/24)

PROTECTION
IN THE PALM

OF YOUR
HAND.

There is nothing more important than 
protecting your grain harvest. 
Tri-States Grain Conditioning systems 
will help you remotely monitor your 
grain, save on energy costs and 
improve your overall grain storage. 

YOU WILL ALWAYS BE CONNECTED 
TO YOUR GRAIN STORAGE.
MONITORS YOUR GRAIN FROM 
THE PALM OF YOUR HAND.
SIMPLE AND ACCURATE. 
FREE TECH SUPPORT FOR LIFE.

A N N I V E R S A R Y

G R A I N  C O N D I T I O N I N G

MADE IN THE USA 
T S G C I N C .C O M  •  7 1 2 . 3 3 6 .0 1 9 9
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Food manufacturing over the last few decades has 
become increasingly competitive and complex, as global 
consumers look at a myriad of options, including plant-
based foods. 

Partnerships in the global value chain play a crucial role in 
staying ahead of the trend. That’s why South Dakota Soybean 
Research and Promotion Council invests in efforts like the Soy 
Excellence Centers, a global professional development and 
capacity building program for tomorrow’s emerging leaders in 
the soy value chain. Recently, two South Dakota soybean grower 
leaders, Dawn Scheier and Mike McCranie, joined a delegation 
of U.S. soy producers on a visit to the Soy Excellence Center 
in Asia (SEC Asia), which provides food and animal protein 
programs across South and Southeast Asia. These regions are 
major trading partners and importers for U.S. soybeans. In 2021, 
for example, Southeast Asia imported over 320 million bushels 
of U.S. soybeans and soybean meal equivalent , while South Asia 
countries imported close to 85 million bushels. 

During the visit, the delegation attended SEC Asia’s most 
recent Soy Food program to exchange with program participants 
and observe facilitation of one of SEC Asia’s technical training 
modules, the Soy Food and Beverage Intermediate Course.

“The Soy Food and Beverage Intermediate Course provides in-
depth, interactive and technical training ranging from production 
to product development,” says Tim Loh, Director of SEC 
Asia. “We are thankful to our SEC Asia industry partners and 
supporters comprising of industry leaders, academic and subject 
matter experts and food professionals for sharing their expertise 
and real-world experience.”   

The course consists of four modules, and this specialized 
course is focused on soy beverage production. Participants  
learn about everything from processing and filling technologies 
to navigating the U.S. Specialty Soybean Database. Ultimately, 
the course helps participants learn how to optimize quality  
and manufacturing. 

“The course was designed holistically. It covered everything 
from farming and scientific principles to product development,” 
says Nicole Chai from Vitasoy, an SEC participant. “Site visits 
and practical sessions were also valuable opportunities and 
helped us understand their people and capabilities.”

The SEC program is designed to accelerate professional 
development, while giving opportunities for win-win 
international exchanges and partnerships. During the visit, the 

delegation exchanged with SEC Asia industry partners,  
including visits to Tetra Pak Asia, a world leader in food 
processing and packaging, and Symrise, a major flavor house. 
Both companies have provided resources and advisory for SEC 
programs and participants.

“Ultimately, the experts leading this course worked hard to 
provide a more interactive and technical learning environment for 
in-depth understanding of soy beverage production technologies 
and soy applications in product development,” said McCranie. “It 
is our hope that this will lead to better quality soy beverages and 
expand markets for U.S. Soy in this region.”  

U.S. SOY:  
A SOLID PARTNER FOR SOUTH, 
SOUTHEAST ASIAN FOOD 
MANUFACTURERS

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

Singapore July 2022 partner visit.

1  apps.fas.usda.gov/psdonline/circulars/oilseeds.pdf

2 apps.fas.usda.gov/export-sales/myfiaug.htm
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Membership in the South Dakota Soybean Association (SDSA) has been incredibly 
invaluable to me from not only a professional standpoint but from a personal one 
as well. As a director on the SDSA, I have seen firsthand how we can help the 
farming community. From local county government up to national issues, SDSA 

has been instrumental in working to help farmers continue to help feed the world.

My time and membership with SDSA have given me newfound leadership opportunities 
that have helped me grow personally to advocate for the South Dakota farmer effectively. 
Professional leadership training has molded me to help effectively communicate and act on 
issues that arise in the political landscape. Before my time with SDSA, I could not imagine 
myself where I am today. A farmer from the small town of Mt. Vernon, I now have meetings 
with elected officials from all levels of government, something I did not see myself doing a 
short time ago.

Now more than ever, our voice needs to be heard with ever-changing issues and policy. 
SDSA is that voice, and my membership with them ensures that my concerns are listened to 
and conveyed to the appropriate leaders.

Sincerely,

WHY JOIN THE SOUTH DAKOTA 
SOYBEAN ASSOCIATION?

KEVIN DEINERT 
SDSA First Vice President

Kevin Deinert
Kevin Deinert, SDSA First Vice President

Scan this QR code  
to see the benefits  

of becoming a  
South Dakota 

Soybean Association 
member or visit: 
sdsoybean.org

The South Dakota Soybean Association (SDSA) represents member 

producers of all sizes, giving them all a strong voice in the formation of 

legislation and public policy that affects the long-term profitability of 

soybean producers and the industry as a whole.

SDSA is funded in part by voluntary membership dues. SDSA is 

different from the SD Soybean Checkoff because SDSA has the ability 

to advocate on behalf of legislation. By law, checkoff dollars cannot be 

used for advocacy.

SDSA is governed by a board of directors elected by members. Our 

board includes representatives from seven districts plus at-large 

representatives. SDSA’s goal is to be highly responsive to our members, 

advocating for them in all levels of government.
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( YOU)

Moving Soy Forward.
Moving You Forward.

All soybean farmers, including you, are  
busy replacing petroleum with your soy oil.  
How? By pooling your resources through your  
soy checkoff. Learn how your soy checkoff is 
bringing tangible returns back to you and your 
operation at unitedsoybean.org/hopper.

You’re where the rubber meets the road.  
And the engine. And the interior.
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