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soyleic.com

That means the future 
of a healthier food system 
isn’t manufactured —  
it’s grown.

See why soybean farmers are 
embracing SOYLEIC®.

SOYLEIC® is a non-GMO, high-oleic option for 
today’s soybean farmers — and those they serve.

• Maturity Groups for Your Area
• Competitive Yields
• Added Value for Culinary and Livestock Markets

734 S. Country Club Drive
Jefferson City, MO 65109

(573) 635-3819

When the world relies 
on you for healthy food 
choices, rely on SOYLEIC®
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If you have been a farmer for any measurable amount 
of time, I’m sure you have witnessed some sort of crop 
damage. Drought, excessive rain, wind and hail are some 
of the common offenders. Last year we had the pleasure 

of experiencing some wind damage late in the growing season 
on our crops. It was no joy ride. After the wind storm went 
through, I was out driving around to the fields checking on 
them. After flying our drone over top of a particularly damaged 
corn field and seeing all the downed corn, it felt like I got 
punched in the gut. As I drove south towards some heavier 
damaged fields that were not ours, the feeling got worse. There 
was no doubt that our fields were damaged, but these fields 
were completely flat. I had to pull over next to one of these 
fields and just breathe. It must have been the dust from the 
gravel road, but my eyes got cloudy pretty fast. The effort we all put in to grow a crop 
and provide food, fiber and fuels to the world is incredible. To see all of that hard work 
and planning destroyed overnight was very emotional. I made a video about the damage 
and posted it to my YouTube account, Scott Family Farms. The amount of messages and 
check-ins I got from people was amazing. A friend even sent me $10 to “buy me a beer”. 

This spring and summer have been crazy on the weather front already. I don’t think 
I have ever seen my old farmhouse’s unfinished basement this many times in one year. 
Tornadoes and 100+ MPH winds have caused massive damage across the state already.  
I have done some traveling around the state and have witnessed this damage as well. This 
is not crop damage however. Bins, machine sheds, animal housing and homes all have 
been destroyed. As farmers, we all have crop insurance. We never want to use it but are 
glad to have it when we need it. With the current construction costs and supply chain 
issues, I’m afraid that many of the damaged farms are grossly underinsured. There is no 
way to get bins built before harvest, even IF you could get the steel for them. The damage 
I witnessed this spring is much more emotional than crop damage. Nobody ever expects to 
have to rebuild your shop, bins, hog buildings or homes. 

The response I personally received from that video about our crop damage somehow 
made the damage feel like it was less of a burden. The support from others while going 
through something emotional like that was very uplifting. This is why I believe that it is 
important to look out for your friends and neighbors when things like this happen. Show 
up to help cleanup, move cattle, or just bring a meal. I have found that the more generous 
you are with your time, the more time you find to take care of your own farm. If any of 
that is not in your schedule as I know we are all busy, even just a phone call or text to 
say, ‘I’m thinking about you. Are you ok?’ will go a long way. I am very grateful for the 
amazing farming community we have in this state and for the support we have received 
during times of struggle. Reach out, go help or just Venmo that neighbor $10 so they can 
go “grab a beer” or soda.  

PRESIDENT’S OUTLOOK

JORDAN SCOTT 
President of SDSA

Paying checkoff does not automatically 
make you a member of SDSA. SDSA has 
membership dues.

By Jordan Scott, SDSA President
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HOW DOES THE  
SOYBEAN CHECKOFF WORK? 

The SD Soybean Checkoff fiscal year is from July 1 to 
June 30. Soon after July 1, our board elects officers to 
serve for a period of one year. Organizing Checkoff 
board meetings and preparing an agenda takes forward 

planning and input from the checkoff board members, SD Soybean 
staff, and soybean farmers. The Chairman calls meetings of the 
South Dakota Soybean Checkoff Council. Board members vote 
on available meeting dates guided by staff who manage our events 
calendar.

In-person meetings achieve the best discussion and outcomes, 
but we occasionally hold shorter meetings via webinar. Since our 
board members are also seated on several organization boards to 
represent the soy checkoff, finding available dates when everyone 
on our board can attend is sometimes a challenge. 

Over the course of a year, we work with approximately thirty 
different organizations and agencies in our quest to create demand 
for soy. Throughout the year, we invite representatives from 
partnering national, regional, and local agriculture organizations 
and others that utilize or help us promote soybeans. They share 
information about projects funded by checkoff dollars and keep us 
up to date on advancements in their industry. 

During the summer months, we host trade teams that consist 
of buyers of soybeans, meal, and oil from foreign countries. They 
come to our farms to see how South Dakota farmers care for their 
soybean fields. They are more and more attentive of practices we 
use to conserve soil and water. Sustainability has become very 
important to foreign buyers. During harvest, foreign trade teams 
visit our farms to see what the availability of soybeans will be. 
They are very impressed with the quality and cleanliness of South 
Dakota soybeans.

In late March/early April, we hold a two-day meeting. The 
first day, we meet at SDSU in the Raven Precision Agriculture 
building. We meet with project presenters to see and hear their 
proposals related to agronomic information sharing, fertility, 
diseases, weed control, and livestock feed usage. The second day, 
we review additional proposals sent by businesses, organizations, 
and agencies, and we begin budgeting for the next fiscal year. 

The board deliberates the 
annual budget with input 
and assistance from SD 
Soybean staff. The annual 
budget is finalized during 
our June board meeting. It is 
then forwarded to the United 
Soybean Board and the State 
of South Dakota.

We involve soybean 
farmers outside of our board 
to assist in carrying out our 
mission. Joint committees 
have been established with 
South Dakota Soybean 
Association board members 
to work on farmer education, communication, clean fuels, 
domestic market promotion, international market promotion, 
conservation, and public information. 

We welcome you to stop by our soybean office in Sioux Falls 
and visit with our staff. They are an exceptionally talented team! 
We also welcome you to attend a future South Dakota Soybean 
Research and Promotion Council meeting.  

TIM OSTREM 
SDSRPC Chairman

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

Provided by Tim Ostrem, Chairman of the South Dakota 
Soybean Research and Promotion Council

Visit our website to see 
our upcoming board 
meeting schedule.

www.sdsoybean.org
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INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS Market UPDATE

The volatility introduced by the Ukraine-Russia conflict, 
tightening monetary policy by central banks and the 
Chinese covid lockdowns has been nothing short of 
historic. Any one of those events on its own would have 

been market moving, but taken together, the combination has 
been violent. When those sorts of marketing-moving events occur, 
it can sometimes obscure the underlying market fundamentals. 
Fortunately, the global vegetable oil market is one such market 
which has strong underpinnings to weather the current economic 
storm. For this analysis, I will be taking a look at the palm oil, 
rapeseed oil and soybean oil markets collectively as they make up 
the bulk of the global vegetable oil market.

As the end of the 2021/22 marketing year draws closer, we 
can see the combined ending stocks for these three markets total 
21.980 million metric tons (MMT), the lowest ending stocks since 
2016/17. The stocks/use ratio of 13.45% is also the tightest since 
2016/17. While demand growth took a small dip in 2021/22 to 
+1.62% vs. the 5-year average of +2.81%, it was still encouraging 
to see outright growth amid the covid slowdown globally. On the 
May WASDE report, the USDA gave us their first estimate for 
the 2022/23 marketing year. The USDA saw demand increasing 
to a new record of 164.8 MMT, amounting to 2.15% larger than 
the previous year. Further, ending stocks are forecast at 18.937 
MMT, the smallest since 2016/17. With the larger demand base, 
however, the stocks/use ratio slips to 11.49%, the lowest ratio 
since 2008/09.

At the 2021 South Dakota Soybean Association Annual 
Meeting, I said the current environment with soybean oil demand 
related to biofuel felt like the same place the market was in just 
before the ethanol boom in 2005-2006. If the current projections 
hold true, there simply won’t be enough vegetable oil feedstock 
to supply all the proposed demand. The difference between the 
current environment with oilseeds and vegetable oil as opposed 
to that of corn and ethanol in the mid-2000’s is the former isn’t in 

a surplus situation like the latter was. As the aforementioned data 
shows, the global vegetable oil has no shortage of demand and 
will be heading into the proposed biofuel build out on fumes.

Provided the current and projected regulatory and tax 
environments stay for the next several years, the incentives for 
renewable diesel, sustainable aviation fuel and increased biodiesel 
will encourage the proposed infrastructure. This should keep a 
bid under vegetable oil generally, and soybean oil specifically, 
for the foreseeable future, especially relative to soybean meal. A 
global economic slowdown spawning from surging inflation and 
a change in political appetite for biofuel remain the only concerns 
for these markets in our opinion.

The combined stocks/use ratio for the palm, rapeseed and 
soybean oil markets is forecast to drop to the lowest since 
2008/09.  

GLOBAL SOYBEAN  
BALANCE SHEET IN FOCUS
By Tregg Cronin, Grain Market Analyst at Halo Commodities

A lot of attention in recent months has been paid to the forecasts for vegetable oil demand related to the 
expected adoption of renewable diesel, sustainable aviation fuel and biodiesel. While these projections 
border on incredible, the current vegetable oil market is already signaling extreme tightness.
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Sources: Impact of biodiesel and renewable diesel on emissions of regulated pollutants and greenhouse gases on a 2000 heavy duty 
diesel truck, Argonne National Lab GREET 2021; Effects of biodiesel blends on emissions, National Renewable Energy Laboratory, 2006.

biodiesel & renewable diesel
are low-carbon diesel-replacement fuels produced from renewable feedstocks 
such as used cooking oil, animal fats, inedible corn oil, soybean oil and canola oil.

Produced through esterification or 
transesterification, a simple process 
that reacts a fat or oil with a small 
amount of alcohol (typically methanol) 
to produce a finished fuel.

Produced through hydrotreating, a process 
similar to a traditional refinery operation. 

This high-heat, high-pressure process 
produces a fuel that is chemically 

indistinguishable from conventional diesel.

A “drop-in” fuel that can be used in all engines 
and equipment up to 20% and many up to 100%.

A “drop-in” fuel that can be used in all 
engines and equipment up to 100%.

Non-toxic, biodegradable, ultra-low 
sulfur and 0% aromatics

Ultra-low sulfur and 0% aromatics.

Better for engines due to higher 
cetane and improved lubricity. Better for engines due to higher cetane.

Made to meet the requirements of ASTM 
D975 (B5), D7467 (B6-B20), and D6751 (B100).

Made to meet the requirements 
of ASTM D975 (all blends).

biodiesel is... renewable diesel is...RDB

B DR
The best fuel is...
A combination of biodiesel and 
renewable diesel produces a 
cost-effective full replacement 
option for petroleum diesel. As a 
paired fuel, biodiesel and 
renewable diesel optimize 
petroleum displacement and 
cost, as well as particulate 
matter, carbon and nitrogen 
oxide reductions.

Up to 86% less 
carbon emissions.

80% particulate 
matter reduction.

75% fewer aromatic 
compounds.

42% less carbon 
monoxide.

NOx neutral.

Up to 86% less 
carbon emissions.

Up to 28% 
particulate matter 
reduction.

30% fewer aromatic 
compounds.

18% less carbon 
monoxide.

11.5% NOx reduction.

Up to 86% less 
carbon emissions.

29% particulate 
matter reduction.

39% fewer aromatic 
compounds.

23% less carbon 
monoxide.

9% NOx reduction.

Up to 86% less 
carbon emissions.

56% particulate 
matter reduction.

53% fewer aromatic 
compounds.

30% less carbon 
monoxide.

6% NOx reduction.

B100 rd100
B20

rd80
B50

rd50

ABOUT BIODIESEL AND RENEWABLE DIESEL

Made from plant-based oils, used 
cooking oils, and animal fats

Clean-burning 
ultra-low carbon

Commercially 
available nationwide

Today’s solution for heavy-duty 
trucking, emergency vehicles, bus 
fleets, and farm equipment

Can be used in any diesel 
engine without modification

1331 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Suite 505
Washington, DC 20004
888-246-3437DC

605 Clark Avenue
PO Box 104898
Jefferson City, MO 65110-4898
800-841-5849MOcleanfuels.org 

mybioheat.com

1415 L Street
Suite 460
Sacramento, CA 95814
916-760-8870CA

Better Together

Materials produced with generous support from the United Soybean Board, the Nebraska Soybean Board and other state soy checkoff programs.
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INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

Heatlok® HFO Pro Spray Foam Insulation, a highly sustainable, 
environmentally friendly soy-based spray foam insulation produced 
by Huntsman, seals walls, resists moisture and heat migration, has 
an R-factor of 7.5 per inch and bolsters the structural integrity of 
the home. It also helps reflect radon away from the home. It is a 
competitively priced polyurethane foam replacement. There was 
almost no smell or dust in the air during application.

Hungry for Truth, the 
consumer initiative 
of the South Dakota 
Soybean Checkoff, 
filmed a new episode 
of Conversation 
Kitchen with Sioux 
Falls Chef Ellen. The 
episode showcased 
an entree of shrimp 
and tofu Pad Thai 
and mango soy milk 
pudding for dessert. Find delicious recipes  
and more episodes of Conversation Kitchen at  
www.hungryfortruthsd.com.

Soy Insulation: New South Dakota 
home is insulated with soy.

Conversation Kitchen

Summer Shop Talks:  
MARK YOU CALENDARS

Soy Industry NEWS

Farmers are invited to attend 
South Dakota Soybean 
Association Shop Talks for 
a free meal and the latest 
industry information to grow 
a successful operation.
 
   JULY 21, 2022 - VERMILLION AREA

   AUGUST 30, 2022 - GEDDES AREA

Contact the South Dakota Soybean office at  
(605) 330-9942 for details. Shop Talks are free  
and open to all soybean growers.

South Dakota Soybean will have a tent at 
Dakotafest with South Dakota Corn on 
August 16-18 in Mitchell, SD. Farmers are 
invited to stop by to get a free item and 
visit with their corn and soybean boards.

Mariah Kessler, Communications 
Specialist for the SDSA and 

SDSRPC, and Chef Ellen

Sertoma Club Visit
Jerry Schmitz 
joined 
the Noon 
Sertoma Club 
as the guest 
speaker. He 
explained 
the purpose 
and missions 
of the South 
Dakota 

Soybean Checkoff and the South Dakota 
Soybean Association. Jerry also discussed 
the concept that opportunities have been 
created by our fore-farmers and how the 
current Board of Directors and leadership 
are continuing to create opportunities for 
current and future farmers in the world of 
“Soybeans”. Jerry brought many products 
containing soy to illustrate the many 
current uses of soy in our everyday lives, 
including food, tires, motor oil and shoes.

SD Soybean Staff Paul Van Sloten, 
Mark Berg, and Jerry Schmitz
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South Dakota Soybean staff 
Molly DeHaai and Jerry Schmitz 
joined the South Sioux Falls 
Kiwanis Club for lunch on April 
21. They talked about the value 
of soybeans to South Dakota and 
the many uses for soybeans.

Kiwanis Club

AgOutlook will be on December 8, 2022 at the 
Ramkota Exhibit Hall in Sioux Falls, SD. 

Touchmark at All Saints

“Growing through the GRIT” 
12TH ANNUAL SDSU AG DAY CELEBRATION

South Dakota State  
FFA Convention

LiveWellSD.com

Introducing South Dakota  
Farm Bureau Health Plans, quality 

coverage for everyone, not just 
farmers. To get access to these 
savings, just join South Dakota 

Farm Bureau for $60 a year.

For a quote or to apply, visit:

TRUST GOES WITH THE 
TERRITORY HERE.

HEALTH PLANS FROM
PEOPLE YOU TRUST.

SAVE OVER 35%

Molly DeHaai, Administrative 
Assistant for SDSA and SDSRPC, 
Bonnie Dybedahl, Program 
Manager for SDSA and SDSRPC 
and Mariah Kessler attended the 
State FFA Convention in Brookings. 
Bonnie and Molly had a booth 
at the FFA Career Carnival to 
showcase soybean uses and Mariah 
helped judge the Agriculture 
Communications Contest.

The SD Soybean Checkoff 
helped celebrate Ag Day 
at SDSU by tabling in the 
student union and sharing 
the soy story with students 
and faculty.

Jeff Thompson, SDSA 
Second Vice President, 
spoke about farming with a 
group of retired farmers and 
landowners at the Touchmark 
at All Saints retirement center. 
He met one of the first SDSA 
board members from Canton 
who was able to see that 
what he helped start is still 
going strong.

Bonnie Dybedahl, Program 
Manager at SDSA 

SAVE THE DATE! 
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INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

The inaugural Soybean Genesis Leaders Program  
hosted its fourth and final seminar in March in 
Aberdeen, South Dakota, to discuss the importance  
of leadership skills.

A collaboration between the SD Soybean Checkoff and  
South Dakota Agricultural and Rural Leadership, Inc. (SDARL), 
the new initiative was funded by South Dakota farmers through 
their soybean checkoff. It set out to educate and equip more  
than a dozen rising leaders in the state’s ag industry with a 
particular emphasis on the production, processing and marketing 
of soybeans.

“We experienced a great deal of positive feedback from the 
people who were in the program,” said Norton. “Participants 
thought that the program was very beneficial to them personally 
and their growth as leaders.”

Norton described the Soybean Genesis Leaders Program 
curriculum as very much tailored to the individual. It invited 
participants to focus on specific aspects of their own leadership 
journey—networking, building knowledge and developing 
skills—over the course of four seminars.

The soybean-centric initiative was modeled after the much 
longer, more in-depth SDARL Program that spans 18 months 
and consists of a series of three-day sessions. “We focused on 
items essential for personal growth,” explained Norton.

The Soybean Genesis Leaders Program kicked off in January 
and covered themes such as the role of various organizations 
within the soybean industry, the legislative process, innovation 
and technology and leadership readiness.

It also rotated locations, incorporating site visits such as 
Aberdeen’s AGP soybean processing facility and Prairie 
Aquatech in Brookings, to give participants a firsthand look at 
various aspects of the soybean industry at work across the state.

The primary goal of the program was to ensure soybean 
producers were equipped and mobilized to continue shaping the 
future of agriculture.

“Agriculture needs leaders,” said Norton. “Our soybean 
organizations—the association and the research and promotion 
council on the state level—need board members. They need 
people to speak on behalf of the soybean industry and then move 
up into national positions and even international positions.”

“The United Soybean Board, American Soybean Association 
and Soybean Export Council—they all need board members, 
too,” he added. “And South Dakota needs to be at that table.”

“So the benefit of this program is future leadership for the 
soybean industry,” said Norton. “I think it builds the leadership 
capacity for all of agriculture in South Dakota. And that’s what 
we’re supposed to do.”  

SOYBEAN GENESIS LEADERS 
PROGRAM WRAPS UP 
SUCCESSFUL FIRST-YEAR EFFORT

SDARL CEO Don Norton was pleased with the overall results of the program upon 
its conclusion.

Prairie Aquatech in Brookings, SD
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MY SD SOYBEAN GENESIS 
LEADERS PROGRAM EXPERIENCE
By Tanner Hento

24 hours.
That’s how little time it took during four individual training 

sessions to become a more intelligent and well-versed soybean 
leader in our great state of South Dakota, courtesy of the South 
Dakota Soybean Genesis Leaders Program.

I was fortunate enough to participate in the inaugural class 
of the South Dakota Soybean Genesis Training Program. The 
program provided the opportunity to experience several locations 
in the state of South Dakota, each tailored to the theme of the 
training thesis of that respective day. My classmates came from 
a variety of backgrounds, ranging from agricultural producers, to 
technology developers, to agronomists. But each of us, regardless 
of background, age, or individualized interests, had one common 
theme amongst us; and that was the desire to advance our 
development as leaders, as well as cultivating further growth 
within the soybean industry.

The first session offered the foundation for the program on 
the SDSU campus in Brookings, South Dakota. Before the 
concentration on the soybean industry started, we began with 
focusing on ourselves and the unique qualities we each possessed. 
We went through personality assessments, which provided insight 
to working within groups and communicating more efficiently. 
This allowed the class to form our initial bond. After some 
group discussion on how to better work with those who were 
both similar and different than us, we were ready to grow our 
knowledge on the soybean industry!

The second session took place in Pierre, South Dakota, and 
was my personal favorite of the four sessions. It is sometimes 
challenging to understand and appreciate the ramifications that 
the soybean industry can have on a political level. Hearing from 
local legislators about the concerns and public perception of the 
soybean industry as a whole was great to hear from a producer 
standpoint. South Dakota Soybean board members, South Dakota 
Game Fish & Parks representatives, and veterinarian experts 
really did an outstanding job establishing the importance of 
soybeans, starting from the physical growth and production of 
soybeans, and ending with the consumption and exportation of 
the finished product. The day ended with watching the legislative 
session live and seeing the extensive effort it takes to get a bill 
passed through the legislature. It was such a great opportunity to 
learn and experience the voices that support agriculture, and to 
really appreciate the effort and time our local legislators put forth 
to better the state of South Dakota.

For the third session, we 
were back in Brookings. 
This session emphasized 
the soybean end-user from 
a livestock standpoint, as 
well as some very unique 
products that are composed 
of soybeans. I thought this 
session did a great job at 
really bringing together 
the benefits of soybeans. 
Opening with speakers 
reflecting on the importance 
of soybeans to the swine 
industry, to learning about 
soybean-based turf, and 
then about fuel replacement 
progression, the innovation of 
soybeans was well presented throughout the day. Even the 30 year 
veterans of the soybean industry had new knowledge to take away 
after a day filled with information.

The final session took place in Aberdeen, South Dakota. This 
session really brought the breadth of the program to the forefront. 
We learned the importance of cooperatives and what they offer to 
the soybean industry in terms of growth and leadership. After that, 
we saw one of the end results of soybean production, traveling 
to the AGP Soybean Processing Facility. The session was capped 
with hearing from individuals who are already in a leadership 
position within the soybean industry and their respective humble 
beginnings. Hearing the knowledge firsthand about leadership and 
personal growth was great. Learning that having a desire to better 
the soybean community and simply making an effort really makes 
all the difference in the journey to be a better leader.

Being a leader, among many qualities, takes a conscious effort. 
A four day class may seem like a trivial and perhaps unnecessary 
step in bettering ourselves as soybean leaders. But for me, as a 
new director on the South Dakota Soybean Association board, 
this class was without question an essential step in furthering my 
knowledge of the soybean industry. 

To anyone wanting to grow as a leader; to anyone wanting to 
be the best version of themselves for their own organization or 
business; the South Dakota Soybean Genesis Program is, without 
a question, a remarkable opportunity not to be missed.  

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

TANNER HENTO 
Young Leader and new 

director of the South Dakota 
Soybean Association Board
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(YOU)
All soybean farmers, including you, created biodiesel, 
fueling an extra 63 cents per bushel to your bottom line. 
How? By pooling your resources through your soy checkoff. 
Learn how your soy checkoff is bringing tangible returns 
back to you and your operation at unitedsoybean.org/hopper.

Moving Soy Forward.
Moving You Forward.

©2022 United Soybean Board [61978-11 2/22]

Who went from 0 to 63 cents fast? YOU did.
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Our world is going through a renaissance—a new 
green revolution, and South Dakota is perfectly 
positioned to lead that revolution. The green 
revolution of the 1950s and 60s focused on 
increasing food production to meet the demands 

of the world population explosion after World War II. Advanced 
seed varieties and increased fertilizer use helped meet the need 
for more food. The new green revolution is different. It has two 
components that open the door to tremendous opportunity and 
will provide benefits for many generations. 

The first component provides safe and renewable food, feed, 
fiber, and fuel for the world. New technologies are not only 
assisting farmers in reducing their carbon footprint, but the 
growing plants assist by capturing carbon dioxide from the air 
during photosynthesis and sequestering the carbon back into the 
soil. Farmers conserve soil and water while reducing fertilizer 
by utilizing cover crops, green crops, GPS technology, onboard 
computers, equipment sensors, and drone and satellite imagery. 
Today’s equipment inserts seed into the soil with near surgical accuracy while using reduced or no 
tillage. Desiccated crop material remains on top of the soil to protect it from wind and water erosion 
and help control weeds. Beneficial soil organisms slowly break down the crop material into nutrients 
for future crops, reducing fertilizer usage. 

The second component of the new green revolution is the development of technologies that give 
rise to renewable, environmentally-friendly consumer and industrial bioproducts and bioprocesses. 
Today’s industrial processing facilities bear little resemblance to those built even ten years ago. 
Businesses are investing huge amounts of capital into new facilities with cutting-edge technologies 
that are worker-safe, energy-efficient, and scrub the water/air before it leaves their industrial 
complex. Environment, human health, and quality of life have become priorities for the products 
produced and the processes by which they are made.

Wholestone Farms plans to build a new $500M swine processing facility at the industrial park 
near I-229 and Benson Road in Sioux Falls. It will have the capacity to process 3 million hogs 
annually during an eight-hour shift. The site provides the necessary utilities, water, transportation, 
and labor. Very few South Dakota, Iowa, or Minnesota sites meet all of those requirements. The 
benefits to Sioux Falls and surrounding communities are:

· During Covid, consumers expressed a need for local processing to shorten the transportation and  
 storage supply chain, making food readily accessible in grocery stores during national emergencies.
· Consumers prefer locally sourced foods. The hogs will be purchased from farmers in  
 nearby communities.
· The need for additional hogs will provide more opportunities for young farmers to  
 stay in agriculture.
· The demand for locally grown soybeans will increase by several million bushels annually to  
 match the increased oil demand.
· The plant is estimated to add $1.5 billion annually to Sioux Falls and nearby communities. 

All of these things will play a role in revitalizing South Dakota communities from the atrophy 
of decades past. Technology and available raw materials (crop and livestock) make South Dakota 
the ideal place to produce renewable and environmentally responsible food and products for future 
generations while preserving our resources. Our small communities can once again prosper, and 
most importantly, our most valuable commodity, our children, can stay in South Dakota rather than 
leave home to make a living.  

LETTER FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

JERRY SCHMITZ 
Executive Director of SDSA  

and SDSRPC

Provided by Jerry Schmitz, Executive Director of South Dakota Soybean 
Association and South Dakota Soybean Research and Promotion Council 

ALWAYS JUST A 
CLICK AWAY FROM 

THE LATEST SOY 
RELATED NEWS 
AND UPDATES.

STAY UP TO DATE  
WITH US AT:

SDSOYBEAN.ORG

SOY TOPICS

PROGRAMS & EVENTS

NEWS & MEDIA

LEGISLATION

AND MUCH MORE

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARSINVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS
INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

(YOU)
All soybean farmers, including you, created biodiesel, 
fueling an extra 63 cents per bushel to your bottom line. 
How? By pooling your resources through your soy checkoff. 
Learn how your soy checkoff is bringing tangible returns 
back to you and your operation at unitedsoybean.org/hopper.

Moving Soy Forward.
Moving You Forward.

©2022 United Soybean Board [61978-11 2/22]

Who went from 0 to 63 cents fast? YOU did.
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INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS Health & WELLNESS

There is assistance for producers who are dealing with  
farm stress. Soybean growers have resources available as 
close as a click or a social media search. #SoyHelp is available 
anytime but was given a special push during May, Mental Health 
Awareness Month.

“Mental health is very important and if you need help,  
reach out,” said Huron, South Dakota farmer Brandon Wipf,  
a director on the American Soybean Association (ASA) Board. 
“There are a number of resources that our organization has made 
available. And in my mind, [Mental Health Awareness Month] is 
a reminder to all of us that we can be the help, to our neighbors  
or to the people in our family that maybe need someone to lean 
on as well, and so it’s kind of important that we’re thinking on 
both sides of that.”

Anyone in any walk of life has plenty of reasons to feel stress 
from a number of sources, acknowledges Wipf, adding that it 
seems especially so for farmers. “We’ve had really volatile prices 
over the last few years, from very low to high, but with those 
high prices have come high input costs. And so, there are a lot of 
farmers that are wondering, ‘ok, what is the future looking like 
for me, and is it going to be easy for me to pass this on to the next 
generation?’ Just all these questions and it can really weigh on 
a person,” said Wipf. “If you find yourself feeling overwhelmed 
with those things, please reach out to someone.”

As an example, Wipf pointed out that he’s 
personally very fortunate to have strong faith 
and a supportive family who constantly make 
him “feel valued.” But to manage heavy 
demands on his time, he would agree to be 
interviewed about farm stress only after being 
assured that he could talk while keeping his 
planter tractor moving to finish fieldwork 
between rains. There are extraordinary 
seasonal schedules surrounding farm work, but 
the primary issue is not that there’s too little 
time to talk about one’s feelings, said Wipf, 
it’s the discomfort of even bringing it up.

“For many years there’s been a stigma about 
not talking about [mental health issues], or 
we should just tough it out and swallow your 
feelings and all that,” he said. “Fortunately, 
we’ve come to a better realization on the 
importance of mental health and making it a 
part of our overall well-being.”

The soy community continues proactive 
communications to combat farm stress by 
offering the social media hashtag, #SoyHelp, 
and there are a range of options on the 
website, soygrowers.com. Examples are 
national mental health resources, including 

crisis centers and suicide hotlines. There are also agriculture-
specific resources for farmers and farm families.

“What we want to do at ASA is try to break that stigma,” said 
Wipf, “and make it ok to talk about.”  

SOYBEAN GROWERS PUSH 
BACK ON FARM STRESS 
WITH #SOYHELP

FOR AN EXTENSIVE 
LIST OF RESOURCES, 
SCAN THIS QR CODE.

NATIONAL RESOURCES

 American Farm Bureau Federation: fb.org/land/fsom

 Avera Health System’s Farm and Rural Stress Hotline:  
 800-691-4336 (available 24 hours a day)

 National Farmers Union Farm Crisis Center:  
 ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/farmer-mental-health

 Man Therapy®: mantherapy.org

 Farm Aid Farmer Hotline: 1-800-FARM-AID
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Super SpRoUtS
sPonSored by tHe SoUtH Dakota SoYbeAn ChecKofF

WanT more fun? sHow us yOur dRawinGs!
SoYbeAn Swag GiveAwaY
With your parents help, complete this page and send a photo to mkessler@sdsoybean.org or post
a photo and tag @SDSoybean on Facebook. You can also mail your completed page and contact
information to SD Soybean at 5000 Broadband Ln. Suite 100, Sioux Falls, SD 57108. One participant 
with a completed page will be sent a super special soybean item! Entries must be recieved by 
September 1, 2022 to be eligible. 

MeEt SpRoUt, tHe masCot for tHe super sProUtS educatiOnal 

pRogRam. Super SpRoUtS aImS to pRovide at home educatiOnal 

acTivitiEs for cHilDren of alL ages. SpRoUt’s goAl is to 

enSure everyOne kNowS aboUt tHe superPowerS of SoYbeAnS!

Have Fun anD be sure to enTer!

SoYbeAn RoAdTrip
Sprout is headed out on a road trip and needs your help getting his car ready to go!
Read each fact below, then draw the items in the correct box.

1.

2. 3. 4.

5.

CAR FACTS:
1. Many tires are now  
 made from soy!  
 Draw a tire in #1.
2. Soy is used to make the  
 foam inside the seats.  
 Draw a seat in #2.
3. Motor oil can be made  
 from soy. Draw oil in #3.
4. Fuel up! A bushel of soybeans  
 makes 1.5 gal. of biodiesel.  
 Draw a diesel  
 pump in #4.
5. It isn’t just the car,  
 pavement can be  
 topped with a soy  
 sealant. Draw a  
 road in #5.

Thank you for all your help!

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS
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ASA’s longest-running leadership program, Young 
Leader, was founded in 1984 and continues to 
set the bar for leadership training in agriculture, 
identifying and training new, innovative, and 

engaged growers to serve as the voice of the American farmer. 
Participants commit to attend two training sessions, the second 
of which is held in conjunction with the annual Commodity 
Classic trade show and conference.

The Young Leader Program not only enhances participants’ 
skills through leadership, communications, and issues-based 
training, but also builds a strong peer network, generating 
increased success in their businesses and communities. Many 
graduates of this training program assume leadership roles with 
their state and national soybean associations. Young Leader 
seminars feature intense coursework designed to enhance 
leadership skills for the benefit of not only soy but the entire 
agricultural industry. 

Training, open to all ages 21 and up, is interactive and 
includes evening group activities. Young Leaders are expected 
to be active supporters of agriculture and participate fully in all 
training aspects and activities.

In the past five years, South Dakota has identified tremendous 
leaders through the ASA Corteva Young Leader Program. 
These leaders take on larger roles in the South Dakota Soybean 
Association, in their communities, and for the state. 

TANNER HENTO 
2021-2022

BRENT GREENWAY 
2018-2019

DREW PETERSON 
2019-2020

KEVIN DEINERT 
2017-2018

JESSE KING 
2019-2020

JORDAN SCOTT 
2017-2018

Interested in becoming a ASA Corteva Young Leader? Applications will be available 
this fall. Watch sdsoybean.org and SD Soybean on Facebook and Twitter for the 
announcement. For additional program information, contact the South Dakota Soybean 
Association at sdsa@sdsoybean.org or (605) 330-9942.  

THE LAST 5 YEARS OF SD YOUNG LEADERS
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ALWAYS HERE.

ALWAYS CARING.

To find an agent in your area 
or to get a quote, scan this 
code or visit our website.

For over 105 years, De Smet Farm Mutual has been helping 
to protect what we all love about South Dakota. 

We remain rooted in the values our company was founded on as we serve 
the families, farmers, and ranchers in this great state—providing the most 

progressive insurance policies and offering convenient bundled plans that save 
you money and give you peace of mind.

FARM / RANCH LIABILITY

MACHINERY

RESIDENCES

FARM BUILDINGS

LIVESTOCK

PERSONAL LIABILITY

And More

www.DeSmetFarmMutual.com
Call: (605) 854-3337
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INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

Craig Converse retires this year from the 
South Dakota Soybean Research and 
Promotion Council Board. The Brookings 
farmer says the greatest reward has been 

meeting and serving with good, like-minded people.
“Something that I’m going to cherish and take 

with me the rest of my life is just the great friends 
and connections of people that are working to better 
the farm economy in South Dakota and better our 
soybean production,” said Converse. “I just have 
truly enjoyed it.”

Converse has a keen interest in research that 
was honed while earning his undergraduate degree 
in agronomy from South Dakota State University 
(SDSU) before his first job in that field. “I worked 
one year out of college for a seed company in 
Wisconsin doing small-plot corn breeding research,” 
said Converse, who then returned to SDSU for 
his master’s degree, after which he worked for a 
Minnesota-based seed company. He then returned to 
Wisconsin to manage a seed research facility. “That’s 
where my research background comes from.”

Converse returned to the farm in 2008, searching 
for ways to be involved in a commodity organization. 
He entered and won his category in the South Dakota 
Soybean Yield Contest. “That kind of gave me the 
introduction into the organization, [and I] got to meet 
some of the people,” said Converse. “And then they 
said, ‘hey, you know, we have this Young Leader 
Program; would you be interested in trying this, 
learning a little bit more about the soybean industry 
through the DuPont Young Leader Program?’ I 
said, ‘yeah, let’s do that, that sounds like a great 
networking opportunity and involved my wife at the 
time, and you know it was a great opportunity for her 
too, to learn about farming and the industry. And so, 
I did that the first year.”

Being part of that program, now known as the 
Corteva Young Leader Program, made Converse a 
member of the South Dakota Soybean Association 
Board. But armed with years of plant breeding 
experience and a master’s degree, Converse soon 

PLANT 
BREEDING 
EXPERIENCE 
USEFUL IN 
CHECKOFF 
BOARD 
SERVICE
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landed a spot on the South Dakota 
Soybean Research and Promotion Council 
Board. “With my research background 
that I had with SDSU, my skills are better 
served working on the council than the 
association,” he said. “That’s what I did 
on the council, I worked more with the 
research and SDSU. I worked on the 
North Central Soybean Research Program 
using my skills and my background in 
research to better the soybean farmers in 
South Dakota.”

As he nears completion of three three-
year terms on the South Dakota Soybean 
Checkoff Board, Converse is grateful for 
personal growth in soybean production 
and marketing, “understanding the 
global economy of the soybean markets, 
working hard to create new demand for 
our products here in South Dakota,” said 
Converse, “as well as increasing yields 
and productivity.”

Among other things, Converse’s board 
highlights include the establishment of the 
Hungry for Truth consumer engagement 
initiative, directing Checkoff funding 
for research to increase soybean protein 
content, and being part of the See for 
Yourself tour that allowed him and other 
growers to see what happens to soybeans 
once they’re delivered to the elevator. The 
trip also helped determine what foreign 
customers need from U.S. soybean 
growers. “Bringing that message home 
to continue to work towards producing a 
sustainable product that’s good quality; 
that’s what the world needs, that’s what 
the world wants, and I think that’s going 
to give us an edge over our competition in 
other parts of the world,” said Converse. 
“We’re producing an excellent quality 
product that the world needs.”  
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Q&A WITH KEVIN SCOTT 
VALLEY SPRINGS, SD AREA PRODUCER &
CHAIRMAN OF THE AMERICAN SOYBEAN ASSOCIATION

Garrett (G): How have marketing services changed over the last 
4 decades for predicting markets? 

Kevin (K): There have been many changes since 1982. Technology 
has totally revolutionized the process. The average producer’s 
access to the information is the biggest difference. We don’t need to 
go to the expert’s office or place of business to access information. 
Everything is accessible and online now. It’s in the hands of the 
producer to get as much information as they desire.

Years ago the marketer would present to the producer the highs/
lows of the day along with opening and closing numbers and look 
for patterns. Today, I can immediately request those same reports 
and find those same patterns for any and every commodity that is 
of interest to me. 

G How frequently do you use them in running your farm?

K My marketing page is up and running most of the time, and  
I pay attention to it while trade is occurring. We are as in tune  
with the market as we can be and we try to understand why things 
are happening the way they are. We also get market updates from 
our co-op or other places we are selling our products. There is  
no shortage of information, a farmer can dig as deep as they  
want to research.

G What memories might you have of using the most basic 
computer programs while growing up?

K Well, when I was growing up, we didn’t have access to 
computers. My first memory of a computer being used in ag 
was while attending SDSU in the early 1980s. There were 
very rudimentary computers that essentially acted as glorified 
notebooks or ledger sheets. This allowed the ability to track 
inventory and other issues related to a large cattle operation. At 
about the same time there was a family friend of ours who had 
an Apple computer at their home that used a cassette tape for 
storage that, looking back, saved a very low amount of data with 
very slow speeds. It was pretty impressive at the time though. 
However, there was no concept of the internet or a network like 
we have available now.  

G Do some farmers still say 
they don’t have time to spend on 
marketing? How would you reply 
to that statement?   

K It’s really not possible to 
be successful today without 
having a strong understanding 
of how marketing impacts the bottom line. There are very few 
good operators who don’t dedicate a lot of time to become better 
at marketing their products. It is essential for their continuing 
sustainability and hope for the next generation.

G What computer programs/marketing services do you use  
day to day?

K I have access to a lot of resources. I don’t subscribe to any 
services, however I have access to Barchart, which is a free 
service that gives information and commentary. I watch many 
resources to see if my thoughts match with the trends. There are 
many subscription options available and they all have their place. 

G In your opinion, what prerequisites are needed to be a 
successful marketer? 

K I am always paying attention to variable sources of information, 
watch the market regularly to identify trends and try to stay 
informed. You must have a broad view of things beyond just 
outside your front door. You should try to understand what is 
happening around the region, the country and the world. 

Things are changing fast and in ag it seems that change is on an 
accelerated pace. When I look back 40 years, it is amazing how 
much has changed. The technology advancements alone are 
beyond belief. I expect even more radical changes in the next ten 
years than occurred during the last 40. I look forward to it with 
great anticipation.  

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

Soybean NEWS
NOW & THEN

Garrett Gross of AGE Media, publisher of The SD Soybean Leader, visited 
with Kevin Scott, Valley Springs, SD area producer and Chairman of ASA, 
about his perspectives on today’s grain marketing technology compared to 
the tools that were considered innovative in 1982.

KEVIN SCOTT
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Soybean NEWS
NOW & THEN

Here’s a flashback to an article from the Soybean Digest of April 1982.
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Hungry for Truth is an initiative 

sponsored by local South 

Dakota farmers through the 

Soybean Checkoff, designed 

to open conversations about 

food between South Dakotans 

and the farmers who grow 

it. We’re putting it all on the 

table to have open, honest 

conversations about how our 

food is raised and its safety.

Healthy eating begins on 

the farm where farmers raise 

nutritious crops by protecting 

them from diseases, pests and 

harsh weather from planting 

to harvest. Healthy eating 

continues in your home with 

proper storage, handling, 

preparation and cooking. 

Explore our site to find healthy 

eating and food safety tips, 

delicious recipes to share with 

your family and meet a few  

local farmers along the way!

Follow along with Hungry for 

Truth at hungryfortruthsd.com  

or on our social media  

@HungryforTruthSD

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

Find more stories at hungryfortruthsd.com

WHAT IS 
HUNGRY 
FOR 
TRUTH?

GRILLED SWEET CORN 
WITH ZESTY AIOLI

INSTRUCTIONS

In a food processor, combine egg yolk, garlic and salt.  
Blend until smooth.

1. With motor running, add oil until consistency begins to look like  
 thick mayonnaise.

2. Transfer to a bowl. Season with cayenne, lemon juice,  
 Sriracha and pepper.

3. Cover bowl and refrigerate until ready to use.  

4. Pre-heat grill.

5. Place corn in a bowl of cold water for 10 minutes to help prevent  
 burning on the grill.

6. Place unhusked corn directly on grill for about 7-8 minutes.  
 Close lid. Rotate half way through for even cooking. Take corn  
 off grill and remove husks.

7. Drizzle corn with oil and place back on grill. Continue to rotate  
 corn until golden brown on all sides. Remove corn from grill  
 when golden brown.

8. Take aioli sauce out of fridge and brush onto all sides of corn.  
 Sprinkle with smoked paprika and squeeze lime on corn. Enjoy!

Oftentimes, the simplest things 
are the sweetest. Grilled sweet 
corn is a traditional side dish 
that adds a fresh, sweet crunch 
to almost any meal. A summer 
cookout just isn’t the same 
without this warm, golden treat 
topped with butter and salt. If 
you’re looking for a recipe that 
kicks up the flavor a notch, we 
highly recommend trying this 
recipe for Grilled Sweet Corn with Zesty Aioli.

INGREDIENTS

CORN

6-8 large ears of corn

Smoked Paprika

1 Lime

Vegetable (soybean) oil

AOLI

1 large egg yolk

1 small garlic clove, finely grated

1/4 tsp kosher salt, plus more

1/2 cup good-quality extra virgin 
olive oil

Pinch Cayenne Pepper

Fresh lemon juice

2 tbsp Sriracha hot sauce

Freshly ground pepper
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Find more recipes at hungryfortruthsd.com

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS

INSTRUCTIONS

INSTRUCTIONS

Chile Mango Salsa

In a medium bowl combine mango, chilies, red pepper, 
red onion, cilantro, lime juice, olive oil and salt; set aside. 
Substitute with jalapeño, serrano or other peppers to 
suite your taste.

Grilled Pork Tenderloin

If necessary, trim fat and shiny membrane from pork 
tenderloin. Rub all sides of meat with Jamaican jerk 
seasoning. Preheat grill to medium heat. Grill over direct 
heat for 15 to 20 minutes or until internal temperature of 
thickest part reaches 145°F, turning to brown on all sides. 
Slice tenderloin 3/4-inch thick. Serve with salsa.

Crust

1. Preheat oven to 325 F.

2. In a large bowl, combine graham cracker crumbs,  
 sugar and salt. Add the melted butter and stir  
 until combined.

3. Dump the mixture into a 9 1/2-inch pie plate.  
 Press it into the bottom and little more than halfway  
 up the sides of the pie dish.

4. Bake for 8-10 minutes, until golden and fragrant.

5. Set aside to cool.

Filling

1. Using a hand mixer or stand mixer, beat cream  
 cheese until smooth.

2. While beating, slowly add sweetened condensed  
 milk and then vanilla extract.

3. Add powdered sugar and beat until smooth.

4. Pour into the cooled crust, tightly cover and  
 refrigerate until firm. At least 3 hours up to overnight.

Serving

1. In a large bowl, combine strawberries and  
 jam/preserves.

2. Place strawberries on top of the pie.

GRILLED PORK 
TENDERS WITH CHILE 
MANGO SALSA

CHILL OUT WITH 
STRAWBERRY CREAM 
CHEESE PIE

This delicious dish is the 
perfect way to spice up a 
night on the grill. It goes 
great with rice and beans 
or a side of plantains. If you 
can’t find jerk seasoning in 
your local store, a little garlic 
salt and cayenne or chili 
powder will do in a pinch.

The pork tenders in this 
recipe are a great source 
of protein. Did you know 
that livestock have a stricter 
diet than most humans? 
Pigs get their protein from 
high-quality soybean meal as part of a diet that’s often 
prescribed by an animal nutritionist. This helps them 
grow lean and healthy. You can find more spicy dinner 
ideas at hungryfortruthsd.com

South Dakotans have it pretty easy when it comes to 
finding fresh, healthy, and local dairy foods straight 
from the farm. In fact, with 117,000 dairy cows that 
eat 31,000 tons of soybean meal each year in our 
great state, it’s possible that the milk you purchase to 
accompany this pie is entirely home grown.

INGREDIENTS

INGREDIENTS

1 Medium Mango Seeded, Peeled, and Diced

2 Hatch Chili Peppers Seeded and Diced

1/4 Cup Red Bell Pepper Diced

1/4 Cup Red Onion Diced

2 Tablespoons Cilantro Chopped

1 Tablespoon Lime Juice

1 Tablespoon Vegetable (soybean) Oil

1/4 Teaspoon Salt

1 1/2 Pounds Pork Tenderloin

2 Teaspoons Jamaican Jerk Seasoning

CRUST

1-1/2 cups graham cracker crumbs about 10 sheets

2 tablespoons brown sugar

6 tablespoons unsalted butter melted

FILLING AND TOPPING

8 ounces Cream Cheese softened

1/3 cup sweetened condensed milk

1/2 teaspoon pure vanilla extract

3 tablespoons powdered sugar

5 cups fresh strawberries halved

2 tablespoons strawberry jam heated slightly to thin out
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CROP ROTATIONS, COVER 
CROPS ARMOR SOIL AGAINST 
WEATHER EXTREMES

Soil HEALTH

Extreme weather and soaring input costs has producers 
in situations where they may consider extending their 
crop rotation and/or adding cover crops to their system. 
Farmers need to weigh their program, insurance, and 

agronomic options to ensure long term profitability. 
Diversified rotations and cover crops can provide crop 

residue as armor for the soil surface and protect it from wind 
and water erosion. Diversifying crop rotations also helps break 
troublesome weed, insect, and disease cycles.

“Additional benefits from residue or cover crops include 
stabilizing soil temperatures, suppressing weeds, and adding 
nutrients,” explains Jason Miller, Conservation Agronomist  
with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)  
in Pierre, SD. 

With the markets, some farmers may have planted soybeans 
for a second year on fields that grew a bean crop last year. Much 
of that soybean residue will have decomposed by the next season 
so Miller encourages reviewing the crop rotation for how to 
rebuild the residue to protect the soil. Miller recommends to 
“have a mixture of low and high residue producing crops in your 
rotation, and sequencing those to always have residue cover for 
soil armor,” Miller said.  

“Diversified rotations with corn, wheat, and other small grains 
are high in carbon, and the residue left behind after harvest, 
have a role in protecting the ground and benefiting soil health.” 
explains Miller. 

Cover crops can build considerable yield potential for the 
following crops when managed correctly. Cover crops have the 

Rye Spring 2022 - Rye cover crop planted in the fall 2021 after silage. There was enough spring growth for grazing prior to planting  
the 2022 soybean crop.

12” rye cover crop producing roots extending more than 7 inches in 
the soil profile by May 4, 2021 help to use excess moisture to prep 

soil for planting equipment.
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Soil HEALTH

Photos and captions by Doug Fiedler, 
USDA NRCS, Brookings, SD

potential to capture applied nutrients left at the end 
of the season, fix additional nitrogen, build organic 
matter, help suppress weeds, control erosion, and 
improve soil quality during the remainder of the 
season. 

Proper application of crop rotations can increase 
yields and reduce market risk, explains Doug Fiedler, 
NRCS Conservation Agronomist, Brookings, 
SD. Improving soil health positively affects farm 
economics by reducing weed, disease, and insect 
pressure and resistance. Fiedler explains, “Diversifying 
your crop rotation also spreads out the planting 
and harvest season and diversifies income while 
minimizing weather risks.” 

Producers are advised to check with USDA’s Risk 
Management Agency (RMA) and their individual crop 
insurance agents on prevented planting requirements, 
as well as haying, grazing, and harvest restrictions 
for cover crops grown on prevented planting acres. 
RMA also has restrictions to be aware of on cover crop 
termination dates in spring prior to commodity crops. 

USDA NRCS South Dakota additional cover crops 
resources including “Table 1” with Common Cover 
Crop Species and Properties for South Dakota:  
bit.ly/SDCoverCrops. Questions? Contact the staff at 
your local USDA NRCS, conservation district, SD Soil 
Health Coalition, or SDSU Extension.  

Rye cover crop roots holding soil aggregates together to help prevent spring erosion 
from wind and water erosion. 

PROTECTION
IN THE PALM

OF YOUR
HAND.

There is nothing more important than 
protecting your grain harvest. 
Tri-States Grain Conditioning systems 
will help you remotely monitor your 
grain, save on energy costs and 
improve your overall grain storage. 

YOU WILL ALWAYS BE CONNECTED 
TO YOUR GRAIN STORAGE.
MONITORS YOUR GRAIN FROM 
THE PALM OF YOUR HAND.
SIMPLE AND ACCURATE. 
FREE TECH SUPPORT FOR LIFE.

A N N I V E R S A R Y

G R A I N  C O N D I T I O N I N G

MADE IN THE USA 
T S G C I N C .C O M  •  7 1 2 . 3 3 6 .0 1 9 9
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KEEP IT GROWING: 
MAINTAINING A LIVING ROOT BEYOND THE CASH CROP 
IMPROVES SOIL HEALTH
By Janelle Atyeo for the South Dakota Soybean Association

South Dakota’s native prairie is a diverse mix of grasses 
with deep roots that live in the soil for a good portion of 
the year, but popular cash crops only grow half as long. 

That’s where cover crops come in. They take 
advantage of sunlight to stimulate the complex system of carbon 
and microbes that keep soils functioning[1]. 

“These cover crops became popular because we were trying  
to emulate what’s on a native prairie,” said Justin Fruechte, 
cover crop specialist based at Millborn Seeds in Brookings, 
South Dakota. 

A diverse mix of species growing throughout the season is 
what works on the prairie soil, he said. The more closely farmers 
mimic nature, the better the system works. 

Northeastern South Dakota farmer Ryan Wagner has teamed 
with Fruechte to tailor his cover crop mix. Wagner grows 
corn, soybeans and spring wheat near Roslyn, and he’s noticed 
improved soil quality where he grows and grazes cover crops. 

The short growing season doesn’t allow him to establish a 
good cover after corn and soybean harvest, but every spring 
wheat field is seeded to cover crop after it’s harvested in July. 

“We like spring wheat in rotation for soil health reasons,” 
Wagner said. “There’s a good month, month and a half of 

growing season left after spring wheat harvest. We like to keep 
activity in the soil.” 

Cereal rye works well in conjunction with soybeans, Fruechte 
said. Planted after corn silage is harvested in late summer, it puts 
on growth before winter and greens up early in the spring. 

“Soybeans like growing after rye,” Fruechte said. “The fields 
stay clean because we’ve suppressed weeds.”

Soybeans can be planted into standing rye. The cover  
can be terminated when the field gets its pre-emergence 
herbicide application. 

Rye can help farmers get into the field earlier in the spring. 
The cover uses excess moisture at a time when fields might 
otherwise be too muddy to run a planter. Its root system adds to 
the soil structure and helps hold up heavy equipment. 

Before drought set in, South Dakota experienced its wettest 
year on record[2] in 2019. The wet spring kept farmers throughout 
the Midwest from their fields, prompting many to take advantage 
of prevented planting payments through crop insurance[3]. South 
Dakota set a second record in 2019 for the highest number of 
prevent plant acres in the country at 3.9 million. 

That year, growers and agronomists learned a lot[4] from 
the way those too-wet acres were handled, according to Eric 

Soil HEALTH
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Barsness, a Brookings-based agronomist with the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. While some fields were left 
fallow or sprayed and tilled to keep weeds in check, others were 
planted with a cover crop. 

“The cover crop was key to keeping weeds at bay, using a bit 
of moisture and keeping the biome going,” he said. 

Whether cover crops are grown on prevent plant acres when 
it’s too late for a cash crop or planted following harvest of a small 
grain or interseeded into standing corn. Proving a living root 
as long as possible through the growing season is good for soil 
microbes, Barsness said. 

A plant takes in carbon from the atmosphere and transfers it 
into soil to feed the soil biology, he explained. Soil microbes help 
release nutrients as they break down crop residue - something 
especially important in eastern South Dakota. Unlocking nutrients 
already sitting in the field can be advantageous when the price 
of synthetic fertilizer spikes. A cover crop mix with brassicas is 
especially good at quickly breaking down residue, Barsness said. 
Living roots work better than a lot of specialty products on the 
market to stimulate soil microbes, he said.

Growing roots, healthy microbes and other organisms make 
organic matter that builds soil structure. It binds soil aggregates 
and makes for a porous soil profile that lets water filter in.

Above the surface, cover crops serve as a sort of armor from 
erosion. That’s especially useful in the high wind and heavy rain 
events that have become more commonplace. 

Winter annuals such as winter wheat, triticale and cereal rye 
are quite adept at curbing erosion, Fruechte said. They have a 
dense root system and they provide cover all winter long. 

Lately, he’s helped farmers tailor their cover crops to address 
erosion and other pertinent challenges: building nitrogen to 
replace expensive synthetic fertilizer and making feed when 
drought has stunted pasture growth. 

To take advantage of nitrogen from cover crops, it’s important 
to have a growing window of at least 60 days, Fruechte said. 
Vetches, clovers and pulse crops serve that purpose. 

Growing a cover crop to supplement feed for cattle makes for a 
nice back-up in a dry year, according to Fruechte. 

“Knowing that you have something to graze before corn stalks 
are ready to go is really convenient,” he said. 

Wagner doesn’t raise livestock on his Roslyn farm, but 
neighbors graze his cover crops each fall. Cattle help cycle 
nutrients from the plants, and it makes a big difference for the 
soil, he said. Last year, the cattle grazed every cover crop field but 
one, and the difference stood out. 

“The soil seems to be even mellower,” Wagner said. “It seems 
to be a nice synergy between the soil and the cattle.” 

Planting cover crops is a way to introduce plant diversity, 
another principle of soil health. Barsness recommends a cover 
crop mix with 10 species or more. Cool season broadleaf plants 
such as turnips and radishes and flax tend to be lacking from 
rotations in eastern South Dakota. 

“Try to feed that soil biology with a lot of different things,” 
Barsness said. Just like the native prairie would do.  

Soil HEALTH

SOURCES:

[1] www.sdsoilhealthcoalition.org/technical-resources/the-five-principles-of-soil-health/living-roots

[2] sdfu.org/no-one-turned-off-the-tap-2019-wettest-on-record/

[3] www.fb.org/market-intel/prevent-plantings-set-record-in-2019-at-20-million-acres

[4] www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/sd/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1559831
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WATCH FOR SOYBEAN  
CYST NEMATODE FOLLOWING 
DROUGHT.

Last season’s drought might have lingering 
effects in the form of soybean cyst nematode 
(SCN) populations, according to Connie 
Strunk, plant pathology field specialist for 

South Dakota State University. “We tend to see more 
SCN populations and explosions after a drought, so 
we’re expecting to see quite a bit of SCN within the 
upcoming growing season,” said Strunk. “Reproduction 
happens much more quickly in drought conditions 
which leads to more generations and ultimately higher 
egg counts.”

In addition to surviving for long periods in fields 
where soybeans or other host plants have grown, there 
are other reasons why SCN proliferates following dry 
years. “Most likely, because those cysts remained in the 
soil, it wasn’t able to move around with, let’s say, water 
or wind,” said Strunk. “They just remain within that 
soil ten years or more.”

Each tiny cyst can produce over 300 eggs, explained Strunk, 
“and so when they do emerge from that cyst or hatch, they look 
for the soybean roots.” There are some weeds that can also 
be a host for SCN, adds Strunk. “They utilize those roots for 
reproduction or to sustain their population.”

Even though there is little hope of SCN eradication once it’s 
in a field, there are ways to manage populations, according to 
Strunk. “We encourage considering variety selection, looking 
at the different [SCN] resistance to help break down those 
numbers, doing some crop rotation and even perhaps using a 
nematicide treatment to reduce that number, but it is a perpetual 
problem in South Dakota where we see SCN every year.”

South Dakota’s first soybean cyst nematode was discovered 
in Union County, the state’s southeastern-most county, in 1995. 
With few exceptions, it’s now in virtually every soybean-
growing county in the state. Strunk says she suspects counties in 
which SCN has not been reported have simply eluded detection. 
“Soybeans could look great, green and growing,” she said, “but 
you still may have a 30 percent yield loss occurring because of 
SCN on its own.”

The presence of SCN can be determined by soil testing long 
before there’s any visual evidence above ground. Soil testing at 
the SDSU Plant Diagnostic Clinic for the presence of SCN in 
South Dakota growers’ fields is paid for by the South Dakota 
Soybean Checkoff. “Whether it’s targeted sampling in that field 
or just an overall sample of areas that were low-yielding or 
lower-lying, we encourage some of those samples to get sent in,” 
said Strunk. “If they’d sampled in the past, they should continue 
to sample, just to see if what they’re doing is working to reduce 
those [SCN] numbers or keeping them in check.”

Once the first cyst is discovered, it’s important to begin 
management quickly, said Strunk. “It’s much easier to reduce 
those numbers when they’re lower than when they get pretty 
high and out of hand,” she said, adding reproduction perspective 
to the 300 SCN eggs coming from a single hatch. “One cyst can 
give rise to over 27 million eggs.”

Free soil tests are offered through SDSU Extension and 
can determine if SCN is present or if population numbers 
have changed. If SCN is found, Extension specialists can help 
producers with management options to reduce soybean damage. 
For producers who have not tested for SCN yet, soil sampling 
can be done anytime in spring, summer or fall. If previous soil 
tests have shown the presence of SCN, soil sampling for another 
test to detect changes in SCN numbers should be done in the fall 
after soybean harvest, as that is when the SCN population is at 
the highest in the soil. 

Check every two or three years to see if the SCN numbers 
are changing. If the numbers increase, that means whatever the 
producer is doing to control SCN isn’t working and changes 
need to be made. He says it’s easier to keep SCN populations 
down before they reach high levels in the soil.

Soil tests are conducted at the SDSU Plant Disease  
Diagnostic Clinic. Farmers can mail soil samples to the clinic 
and are notified of the results within four to six days, depending 
on the volume of samples at the clinic. For information about 
soil testing, visit the Extension website: extension.sdstate.
edu/hg-type-testing-management-strategy-soybean-cyst-
nematode-control

Download information on how to collect and mail soil 
samples at: bit.ly/SCN-Soil-Sampling-Info-Sheet  

Soybean cyst nematodes on soybean roots. Photo by Craig Grau,  
University of Wisconsin

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS
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These are important questions many  
producers examine each year as they head  
into planting season.

They are also foundational to the South Dakota 
Soybean Yield and Quality Contest. An initiative 
of the South Dakota Soybean Association, the 
yield contest is open to SDSA members and non-
members alike. It was launched initially to support 
learning and improved practices on individual 
farms as well as to move the soybean industry 
forward statewide.

It features three classes—Master, Main and Youth—
and multiple maturity groups and categories 
within the main and youth classes. Awards are 
underwritten by the South Dakota Soybean 
Research and Promotion Council, with a $2000 
cash prize granted to the top-yielding entry in 
each category.

“It’s always nice to win some money and to be 
able to have the recognition,” said Jeff Thompson, 
who farms near Colton, South Dakota, and serves 
on the South Dakota Soybean Association Board 
of Directors as second vice president.

Thompson says among the key outcomes of the 
yield contest are the insights it provides each year 
into best practices, from seed treatments and 
pesticide applications to soil management and 
row spacing.

South Dakota Soybean shares these findings 
with growers across the state through its Soy100 
educational programming each winter to help 
advance soybean production.

“We’re all a little bit different in how we run and 
operate our farms,” said Thompson. “So picking 
up on new ideas helps a lot.”

A South Dakota Soybean Quality Contest  
also runs concurrently with the yield contest. 
Entry is optional, but a producer must enter the 
South Dakota Soybean Yield Contest in order  
to participate.

The analysis performed on the quality of beans 
grown across South Dakota provides growers with 
an additional benefit, according to Thompson.

“It helps everybody in the state when we go  
to sell beans on the international market and  
we have some actual field data for soybean oil 
and protein content,” said Thompson. “That  
makes a difference.”

The window to enter your field for the 2022 
contest is now open. Entries can be submitted 
online at www.sdsoybean.org/yieldcontest or  
via USPS and are due with the appropriate entry 
fees by August 31.

Contest rules, harvest forms and additional 
information are also available online.

ENTER THE 2022 SOUTH 
DAKOTA SOYBEAN 
YIELD AND QUALITY 
CONTEST FOR YOUR 
CHANCE TO WIN PRIZES

WHAT WOULD IT TAKE TO GET AN EXTRA 5 BUSHELS PER ACRE OUT OF YOUR 
SOYBEAN CROP? AN EXTRA 10 BUSHELS? EVEN MORE THAN THAT? AND WHAT 
IMPACT WOULD THAT KIND OF YIELD BOOST HAVE ON YOUR BOTTOM LINE?

Learn more or enter at sdsoybean.org/yieldcontest
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May is a busy month as fieldwork progresses and 
pesticide applications are a critical component for 
the management of most farm operations. Weeds, 
insects, and diseases are all best treated early in 

their development before there is significant damage or yield loss.

The SD Mesonet Spray Tool provides real-time weather data 
for pesticide applicators. This dedicated website for pesticide 
applicators uses the SD Mesonet weather data, which is updated 
every five minutes. 

In 2018, the network of weather stations was augmented with 
additional thermometers specifically for measuring temperature 
inversions. This information, in addition to wind speed and 
direction, temperature, humidity, and an abbreviated weather 
forecast, are all posted on the Spray Tool website. The website is 
designed for both desktop and mobile devices. 

Temperature inversions are dangerous for pesticide 
applicators, as inversions trap droplets in the atmosphere. The 
droplets can remain airborne for several hours, maybe as much as 
12 or more during overnight hours. Then, there is a risk of drift 
and damage to neighboring areas when the air or wind moves the 
droplets away from the intended target area. Pesticide application 
during an inversion should be avoided. Some pesticide labels 
strictly forbid application during an inversion.

The Spray Tool can inform an applicator if there 
is an inversion present or not, but can also provide 
much of the other required weather information for 

recordkeeping. As of the 2019 spray season, SD Department 
of Agriculture will accept SD Mesonet data as one of a few 
acceptable sources for weather recordkeeping. 

For applicators who are spraying over-the-top formulations 
of dicamba in soybeans, the Spray Tool will also provide an 
estimate of boom-height wind speed. This uses the wind speed 
measurement at 10’ height, and an EPA calculation to estimate 
40” wind speed for the boom height. 

To use the Spray Tool for inversion detection and wind speed, 
there are three colors to indicate levels of risk. Similar to a 
stoplight, green, yellow, and red colors indicate an increasing 
level of risk or unfavorable conditions for pesticide application.

 

INVERSION COLOR CODES

For inversions, the color codes are described below:

The reported strength of inversion is the temperature (°F)  
of the air at 10 ft minus the temperature of the air at 40 in.

Inversion Detected (Red)

● Positive number 
● Cooler air under warmer air 
● Occurs most often at night and in the first and last  
 hours of daylight 
● Unsuitable for spraying

No Inversion, Marginal (Yellow)

● Zero 
● No detectable temperature difference 
● Can occur anytime, but often during the first two and  
 last two hours of daylight 
● Marginal for spraying

Inversion Not Detected (Green)

● Negative number 
● Warmer air under cooler air 
● Rarely at night and the first and last hours of daylight 
● Preferred for spraying

USE THE SD SPRAY TOOL FOR 
INVERSION DETECTION AND WEATHER 
FOR PESTICIDE APPLICATION
Written collaboratively by Laura Edwards and Nathan Edwards.

INVESTING CHECKOFF DOLLARS
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WIND SPEED COLOR CODES

For wind speed, the color codes are 
described here: 

Wind Speed

Wind direction, speed, and gust (mph) 
are measured at the agricultural weather 
standard of 10 feet. Label restrictions for 
wind speeds vary, so check your label.

COLOR WIND SPEED

Red Calm

Yellow 2 mph

Green 3 to 10 mph

Yellow 11 to 15 mph

Red 16+ mph

40-in (Boom Height) Speed

Wind speed at a height of 40 inches is 
calculated from 10-foot wind speed using 
EPA methods. This should only be used for 
labels that specify a boom height wind  
(i.e., XtendiMax, FeXapan, Engenia).

Color Wind Speed

Red Calm to 2 mph

Green 3 to 10 mph

Red 11+ mph

The SD Mesonet Spray Tool is funded 
in part by SD Soybean Research and 
Promotion Council. 

Find more information about the  
SD Mesonet Spray Tool at  

mesonet.sdstate.edu/spray
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By definition, normal means usual, typical or expected. 
You’d be hard pressed to find a farmer in the Upper 
Midwest who has had anything resembling a  
normal spring.

Cold, wet weather led to planting delays in many areas, heavy 
rains either chased farmers out of the fields or kept them from 
getting started, and winds topping 100 miles per hour in some 
areas destroyed buildings, bins and some young, emerging crops. 
Despite the difficulties in many areas, farmers are exhibiting the 
resilience and determination to get crops planted.

 “To just get in as much as we can is still our number one goal,” 
says Jason Gross, of Edgeley, North Dakota.

By late May, Gross had nothing planted. Trouble started early 
as Gross estimates he had over five inches of rain in April, which 
saturated the soil. A few nice days allowed him to get some field 
work done and fertilizer put down, but regular rains have kept the 
soil too wet to work.

 “Any time we get any sort of precipitation, it just makes it 
muddy,” Gross says. “It’s to the point where you can’t even  
walk in the field.”

Kasey Gehrels of Wentworth, South Dakota was able to get  
his corn planted, and the majority of his beans were in by late 
May. Still, Gehrels says the planting process has taken way  
longer than it should.

“There really is no normal. It’s one extreme to the other and  
it’s caused plenty of challenges,” Gehrels explains. “There was 
dust blowing weeks ago, now there’s mud holes and ducks 
swimming in the puddles that three weeks ago you could have 
planted right through.”

Winds in excess of 110 miles per hour in the Wentworth area 
did damage to some emerging seedlings, which Gehrels expects 
will need to be replanted.

Collin Gengerke of Groton, South Dakota, welcomed the rains 
last fall that brought relief from drought in 2021.

“We had been really dry last summer, so those soaked up pretty 
nicely,” Gengerke says. “We were fairly full going into spring.”

Gengerke says spring rains added to the soil moisture profile. 
By mid-May, he says one field had more than 9 inches of rain 
above the 10-year average. He estimates he’s gotten an additional 
two inches of rain on that quarter since. He’s continuing to push 
to get as much crop in the ground as he can.

“We’re going to keep trying for a while, but we need a two-
week window here with absolutely no precipitation, some sun 
and breeze and hopefully we can get a portion of it in anyway,” 
Gengerke explains.

By late May, Chip Grube of Appleton, Minnesota had a small 
portion of his crop in the ground but ran out of fields dry enough 

to plant. Storms in mid-May brought heavy rains and high  
winds that wreaked havoc on fields and farm sites alike.

“We got about seven inches of rain in five days,”  
Grube says. “We’ve got water standing where I’ve never  
had water standing before.”

Farming presents new hurdles every year, but 2022 has  
thrown growers more than most years.

“I’ve been farming a lot of years and it doesn’t get any easier. 
It’s just kind of the point in life where you farm for the averages, 
and you take the good with the bad,” Grube contends. “It’s a 
full-time job just to keep handling your emotions, so you just take 
each day as it comes.”

Mustang Seeds sales manager Eric Brandenburger confirms 
that conditions have varied around the region, with some farmers 
having success getting crops planted while others may be forced 
to go the route of prevented planting. He says Mustang Seeds 
worked with their customers to accommodate changes brought 
about by spring weather.

“We are a diverse company, so we’ve been able to shuffle 
maturities for farmers who needed to change seed out.” 
Brandenburger says.

While prevented planting acres are likely in portions of 
Minnesota and North Dakota, with strong commodity prices and 
the innate desire to get crops in the ground, farmers will push 
to the end to get as much planted as they can in this challenging 
spring of 2022. Brandenburger says Mustang Seeds is committed 
to working with farmers to get them the seed they need.

“The will is there to get crops planted,” Brandenburger says. 
“As long as the conditions are there, farmers are going to try to 
get the crops in.”  

BATTLING AN  
ABNORMAL 
SPRING

Learn more about what Mustang Seeds has to 
offer at www.mustangseeds.com.
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PERSISTENT OPPONENT
Soybean cyst nematode (SCN) was first 
discovered in the U.S. in 1954, spreading 
from North Carolina to the Midwest and 
eventually into most soybean production 
areas. By 1974, it had become the most 
damaging soybean pathogen in the country. 
Today, it remains more damaging than any 
other disease or pest, causing about $1 
billion in soybean yield losses annually. 

THE MOST DAMAGING 
SOYBEAN PATHOGEN
IN THE COUNTRY

PUTTING SCN ON
THE ROPES

With soybean checkoff funding through 
the North Central Soybean Research 
Program (NCSRP), the SCN Coalition 
was created in 1997. The goal was to 
encourage farmers to “Take the Test. 
Beat the Pest.” Training and 
education were provided to 
agronomists and farmers, along with 
free SCN soil sample processing to test 
and take control of SCN. University SCN 
testing labs in 1999 reported an increase from 
11% to 736% the number of SCN samples submitted.

1

GOING FOR THE KNOCKOUT 

By 2015, the list of SCN-resistant soybean varieties in 
the Upper Midwest showed nearly 90 percent had PI 
88788 as a source of resistance. So, in 2016, a newly 
focused SCN Coalition was created to prevent a 
resistance crisis. The goal is to increase the number
of farmers testing and actively 
managing for SCN across all soybean 
states. “Know Your Number” is the 
new aim for farmers to quantify their 
problem, decrease SCN populations 
and increase yield potential.

SCN Coalition:
TAKING THE 
GLOVES OFF 

TAKE THE TEST.
BEAT THE PEST.

ONE, TWO PUNCH: RESISTANCE AND RESISTANCE TO THE RESISTANCE
Farmers for about two decades were able to manage SCN with genetic resistance found in many soybean varieties: 
PI 88788. However, using the same resistance source over and over began to lead to soybean yield losses. 
Aggressive SCN populations were able to slowly overcome the genetic resistance. Checkoff funding 
shifted to finding breeding solutions for SCN resistance.

READY FOR THE NEXT ROUND 
USB and NCSRP developed a National 
Soybean Nematode Strategic Plan for 
2018-2022, which includes funds for the SCN 
Coalition to explore additional economically 
important soybean nematodes like root-knot 
and reniform nematode. The expansion 
addresses the growing need of farmers who 
manage multiple nematodes and associated 
diseases. NCSRP is also funding research into the durability 
of SCN resistance, breeding to improve resistance, 
relationships to related soybean diseases, and outlining 
best management practices.

2

3

SOYBEANRESEARCH
INFO.COM

ON SOYBEAN RESEARCH AT
411GET

THE

13 NCSRP MEMBER STATES REPRESENT MORE
 THAN 355,000 SOYBEAN FARMERS

4

5

The Soybean Research and Information Network (SRIN) is a joint effort of the North Central Soybean Research Program and 
United Soybean Board. The online resource contains checkoff-funded soybean production challenge research findings with direct links 
to the respective underlying scientific studies housed in the National Soybean Checkoff Research Database. 
Funded by the soybean checko�.
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Membership in the South Dakota Soybean Association (SDSA) has been incredibly 
invaluable to me from not only a professional standpoint but from a personal one 
as well. As a director on the SDSA, I have seen firsthand how we can help the 
farming community. From local county government up to national issues, SDSA 

has been instrumental in working to help farmers continue to help feed the world.

My time and membership with SDSA have given me newfound leadership opportunities 
that have helped me grow personally to advocate for the South Dakota farmer effectively. 
Professional leadership training has molded me to help effectively communicate and act on 
issues that arise in the political landscape. Before my time with SDSA, I could not imagine 
myself where I am today. A farmer from the small town of Mt. Vernon, I now have meetings 
with elected officials from all levels of government, something I did not see myself doing a 
short time ago.

Now more than ever, our voice needs to be heard with ever-changing issues and policy. 
SDSA is that voice, and my membership with them ensures that my concerns are listened to 
and conveyed to the appropriate leaders.

Sincerely,

WHY JOIN THE SOUTH DAKOTA 
SOYBEAN ASSOCIATION?

KEVIN DEINERT 
SDSA First Vice President

Kevin Deinert
Kevin Deinert, SDSA First Vice President

Scan this QR code  
to see the benefits  

of becoming a  
South Dakota 

Soybean Association 
member or visit: 
sdsoybean.org

The South Dakota Soybean Association (SDSA) represents member 

producers of all sizes, giving them all a strong voice in the formation of 

legislation and public policy that affects the long-term profitability of 

soybean producers and the industry as a whole.

SDSA is funded in part by voluntary membership dues. SDSA is 

different from the SD Soybean Checkoff because SDSA has the ability 

to advocate on behalf of legislation. By law, checkoff dollars cannot be 

used for advocacy.

SDSA is governed by a board of directors elected by members. Our 

board includes representatives from seven districts plus at-large 

representatives. SDSA’s goal is to be highly responsive to our members, 

advocating for them in all levels of government.
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(YOU)

All soybean farmers, including you, have been busy racking 
up big sales with export markets. How? By pooling your 
resources through your soy checkoff. Learn how your soy 
checkoff is bringing tangible returns back to you and your 
operation at unitedsoybean.org/hopper.

Moving Soy Forward.
Moving You Forward.

You just increased your sales 
to Egypt 708%. Bon voyage.
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◾ 400+ exhibits with the latest equipment
◾ Fun, family entertainment activities
◾ Educational sessions

◾ NEW networking lounge with live music
◾ Seed demonstration plots and live cattle 

chute demos

Make Connections with the Best in Midwest Agriculture!

Dakotafest.com
#Dakotafest22For $5 tickets, visit Dakotafest.com and use promo code SDLEADER22 

at checkout for an additional $2 off the $7 online ticket price.

Get your Dakotafest tickets today!

TICKETS
$5

2022
DAKOTAFEST 

SPONSORS

CREATING CONNECTIONS IN AG
AUGUST 16–18, 2022  |  9:00 AM–4:00 PM

MITCHELL, SOUTH DAKOTA


