
   
 
 

  

Saffronart Hosts the 2nd Edition of its Jewellery Conference this October 

  
Mapping the Legacy of Indian Jewels brings the focus back to India’s rich, cross-cultural heritage 

in the gem trade and jewellery craftsmanship 

 
Mumbai, September 2019:  Saffronart’s Dialogues in Art series presents the second edition of its biennial 
jewellery conference, titled Mapping a Legacy of Indian Jewels, at the Four Seasons hotel in Mumbai on 
11 – 12 October 2019. The two-day conference features an illustrious line-up of speakers including leading 
jewellery historians, specialists and designers from across the globe. It is co-sponsored by the Gem and 
Jewellery Export Promotion Council (GJEPC), partnered by the Diamond Producers Association (DPA), 
and supported by the Gemological Institute of America (GIA) and the World Diamond Fund.  
 
India has been at the centre of the gem trade, with a rich repository of gemstones and a legacy of 
excellence in gem cutting, jewellery design and fine craftsmanship that spans over 5,000 years. As a source 
of inspiration to the world’s leading designers, fashion houses and jewellery brands over centuries, the 
Indian subcontinent’s encounters with different civilisations and cultures have provided a rich confluence 
of aesthetics and techniques. The upcoming conference seeks to explore and engage in discussion on 
India’s cross-cultural legacies. 
 
In 2017, Saffronart hosted the first jewellery conference of its kind globally. With the subcontinent being 
a key nodal point for jewels and jewellery over the last several centuries, it is only fitting that the 
discussion and focus returns to India. The second edition of the conference follows the overwhelming 
response to the inaugural edition, and will include interdisciplinary sessions exploring themes such as the 
jewellery and gem trade in Portuguese Goa, a history of the diamond trade, the jewelled history of South 
India rooted in royal patronage, and much more.   
 

Saffronart’s President and Co-founder Minal Vazirani said, “As the pioneers of jewellery auctions within 
India, we presented a structured format for jewels and jewellery design, to highlight their history, legacy 
and values, within what must be the most sophisticated and pervasive jewellery market in the world: India. 
To support collectors in this journey of learning, acquiring and appreciating jewels and their historic Indian 
legacy, Saffronart presented the inaugural conference in 2017 which was a resounding success. This year, 
we return with the second edition of Dialogues in Art which is titled, Mapping a Legacy of Indian Jewels. 
This immersive two-day discussion on jewels is a rare convergence of a highly illustrious panel of speakers 
who will share the kind of unparalleled knowledge and expertise that is not easily accessible or publicly 
available. Saffronart remains committed in bringing greater focus to India’s wealth of aesthetic and 
cultural traditions, across categories, and introducing these to a whole new generation of collectors, 
connoisseurs and enthusiasts who are creating their own legacies.” 
 
Mapping the Legacy of Indian Jewels is curated by Dr. Usha R Balakrishnan, a leading jewellery historian 
and reputed author, who said, “As curator, it is my goal to put together a programme that promotes close 
interaction between experts, creators and connoisseurs. Mapping a Legacy of Indian Jewels does just this. 
Over two days, we will trace ancient traditions, modern techniques, showcase exceptional beauty, and 
explore India’s jewellery legacy across time and space.” 

 
Speakers include conference curator Dr. Usha. R Balakrishnan, cultural capital consultant and jewellery 
historian; Viren Bhagat, foremost contemporary jewellery designer in India; Hugo Miguel Crespo, art 
historian and author; Cynthia Meera Frederick, Chief Advisor to the Maharaja of Kapurthala; Joanna 



   
 
 

  
Hardy, international jewellery specialist; Lisa Hubbard, international jewellery specialist, former Jewellery 
Chairman of the Americas for Sotheby’s and current senior advisor to Christie’s jewellery department; 
John King, Chief Quality Officer, GIA Laboratory, The Gemological Institute of America (GIA); Jack Ogden, 
jewellery historian; Manu Pillai, journalist and author; Wendell Rodricks, international fashion designer 
and author; and Deepthi Sasidharan, Director of Eka Archiving Services.  
 
Further details on the conference, speakers, fees and schedule can be found on 
www.jewels.saffronart.com.  
 
 
CONFERENCE DATES 
Opening Session 
Friday, 11 October 2019, 5 pm  
   
Full Day Sessions 
Saturday, 12 October 2019, 9 am - 7.30 pm 
 
CONFERENCE VENUE    
Four Seasons Hotel 
1/136, Dr. E Moses Road 
Worli, Mumbai 400018     
 
 
The conference will be followed by an online auction of Fine Jewels on 15 – 16 October 2019. It features 
a curated selection of versatile jewellery that merges traditional Indian craftsmanship with modern 
sensibilities, as well as fine gems and signed collectible pieces selected for their uniqueness and rarity.  
 

Thematically, the auction is an Ode to Nature, and the collection of 174 lots will highlight the influence of 

floral and celestial motifs in jewellery design and techniques, as well as the natural processes that are 

responsible for the creation of gemstones, with their diverse and mesmerising hues, qualities and optical 

effects.  

 
The auction will take place on saffronart.com and will be preceded by viewings in New Delhi and Mumbai. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ABOUT SAFFRONART 
 
Founded in 2000 by Minal and Dinesh Vazirani, Saffronart is a leading international auction house, and 
India’s most reputed, with over two hundred auctions to its credit. Its flagship gallery is in Mumbai, with 
offices in New Delhi, London and New York. At the forefront of selling Indian art, Saffronart has held online 
and live auctions, exhibitions, and Dialogues in Art, working with collectors, gallerists and artists to 
develop a strong market for art and aesthetics. Its focus is to bring transparency to the auction process, 
and provide easy access and information to collectors around the world. Saffronart’s services go beyond 

http://www.jewels.saffronart.com/


   
 
 

  
auctions to include private sales, appraisals and valuations for clients. Saffronart has set several global 
benchmarks for online auctions, and was the subject of a case study at Harvard Business School in 2005.  
 

ABOUT SAFFRONART DIALOGUES IN ART 
 
Since 2000, Saffronart has not only led the market, but also fostered an environment of innovation and 
thought leadership within the art and cultural arenas. As part of this focus, Saffronart created Dialogues 
in Art, a platform for discussion, education and exchange on ideas, concepts and scholarship. 
 

Website: www.saffronart.com | Facebook: @saffronart | Instagram: @saffronartjewels 
 

Press Contact 
Benjamin Bamnolkar | benjamin@saffronart.com | +91 9820888743 


