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Saffronart Offers a Double Dose of Art This December 

 

Two consecutive online auctions will feature the finest contemporary art from the 
Amaya Collection and works by eminent Modern Masters 

 
 

Mumbai, 6 November 2018:  Saffronart will offer works by some of the most distinguished 
names in modern and contemporary Indian art in two back-to-back online auctions on 4 – 6 
December 2018. The auction of Contemporary Indian Art (4 – 5 December) will feature 
works from the Amaya Collection that has been built over two decades by art collector and 
connoisseur Amrita Jhaveri. Modern Indian Art (5 – 6 December) will comprise important 
paintings by India’s foremost Modernists including Bhupen Khakhar, Akbar Padamsee, 
Manjit Bawa, S H Raza, F N Souza and Arpita Singh.  
 
Commenting on the auctions Dinesh Vazirani, Saffronart CEO and Co-Founder said, 
“Saffronart has always aimed to offer the best of Indian art through our auctions. The Amaya 
Collection is testament to an enduring passion for owning and collecting art. Amrita Jhaveri 
has amassed one of the most significant collections of contemporary Indian art in the world 
and we are extremely pleased to be able to offer these works at our auction. We believe the 
sale will have a significant impact on the contemporary Indian art market. The modern art 
sale features notable works by Indian Modernists from the post-Independence period.  Both 
sales offer an opportunity for established collectors looking to expand their collections and 
for younger bidders who want to own a great piece of art.” 
 
Contemporary Indian Art (4 – 5 December): A selection from the Amaya Collection 
 
The contemporary art auction will feature 47 exceptional works from the Amaya Collection, 
which demonstrates the diversity of India’s contemporary art scene. Many lots in the 
auction were among the earliest works in the careers of celebrated artists including Subodh 
Gupta, Bharti Kher, Atul Dodiya, Shilpa Gupta and Dayanita Singh. 
 
With an abiding passion for art, Amrita Jhaveri is one of the most relevant collectors and 
influencers of the art of this generation. The catalogue includes paintings, sculptures and 
installations covering a variety of materials and artistic visions, which come together to form 
a comprehensive selection. 
 
Speaking about the works in the auction, Amrita Jhaveri said, “The selection captures a 
particular moment in time from the late 1990s to the mid-2000s when there was a great 
sense of optimism in the art world. This sale is a snapshot of those happy days. The 
landscape and the human body are themes that emerge through the collection.”  
 
Leading the sale is Subodh Gupta’s This Side Is the Other Side, 2002 – 2005, a magnificent 
cast bronze Bajaj Priya scooter with stainless steel and chrome-plated milk cans hanging off 
the sides, estimated at INR 1 – 1.5 crores (USD 138,890 – 208,335). Like much of Subodh 
Gupta’s oeuvre, the bronze sculpture is defined by the transformation of familiar objects of 
daily use into metaphorical symbols that offer insights into aspects of modern life. 
 
Another important highlight is Bharti Kher’s The Walls Have Ears, 1999, estimated at INR 50 
– 70 lakhs (USD 69,445 – 97,225). One of the artist’s first works to explore the bindi motif 

https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/contemporary-indian-art-amaya-collection-2018-4115
https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/winter-online-modern-indian-art-2018-4106
https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/PreWork.aspx?l=27625
https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/PreWork.aspx?l=27635
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through painting, this work takes the viewers into the interiors of homes, using the 
“painted-collage” format to examine the contradictions and complexities of identity. 
 
Other highlights include conceptual artist Shilpa Gupta’s BlindStars StarsBlind, an animated 
light installation from 2008 estimated at INR 10 – 15 lakhs, and photographer Dayanita 
Singh’s Blue Book #32 from 2007, estimated at INR 8 – 10 lakhs, significant for being part of 
the series that marked Singh’s first venture into colour photography. 
 
Modern Indian Art (5 – 6 December 2018) 
 
The modern Indian art sale features 86 works by significant Indian Modernists, with Bhupen 
Khakhar’s Untitled (The Bathing Ghat), 1994 leading the sale. This is one of the most 
important works by the artist to enter the market in recent years. Estimated at INR 2.5 - 3.5 
crores (USD 347,225 – 486,115), the impressive oil on canvas painting uses a dark blue 
palette offset by earth tones to portray people frolicking, bathing and sitting by a riverfront. 
The work, though typical of Khakhar’s style during this period, is unusual in its composition, 
with a triangular canvas capping a rectangular one, creating a painting shaped like a roofed 
house.   
 
Akbar Padamsee’s Untitled work from 1964 marks the artist’s move away from figurative 
landscapes, before his Metascapes series, in a period where he focused on form, structure 
and colour. It is estimated at INR 2.16 - 3.6 crores (USD 300,000 – 500,000).   
 
F N Souza’s London East End, 1956 was created during an important phase in the artist’s 
career in post-war London. Painted in the popular Cubist style of the 1950s, it is an excellent 
example of Souza’s superior draughtsmanship, demonstrated by his powerful use of the line, 
and is estimated at INR 2 - 2.4 crores (USD 280,000 – 340,000). 
 
Other highlights include a vibrant untitled work from 1994 by Manjit Bawa, estimated at INR 

1.8 - 2.5 crores and Arpita Singh’s Jars, 1997, estimated at INR 90 lakhs - 1.2 crores. 

 

The auctions will take place on saffronart.com and are preceded by viewings of select lots in 
New Delhi, Mumbai and London. All lots can be viewed on the website.  
 
AUCTION DATES 
 
Contemporary Indian Art | 4 – 5 December 2018 on saffronart.com 
Modern Indian Art | 5 – 6 December 2018 on saffronart.com 

VIEWINGS 
 
New Delhi  
16 – 25  November 2018  
11 am – 7 pm, Monday to Saturday 
11 am – 4 pm on Sunday  
 
Venue  
Saffronart, The Oberoi 
Dr. Zakir Hussain Marg 
New Delhi 110003 

 
 
Mumbai  
20 November – 6 December 2018 
11 am – 7 pm, Monday to Saturday 
11 am – 4 pm on Sunday  
 
Venue  
Saffronart, Industry Manor, Ground and 
3rd Floor, Appasaheb Marathe Marg 
Prabhadevi, Mumbai 400025  

https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/PreWork.aspx?l=27616
https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/PreWork.aspx?l=27618
https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/PreWork.aspx?l=27682
https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/PreWork.aspx?l=27704
https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/PreWork.aspx?l=27700
https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/PreWork.aspx?l=27709
https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/PreWork.aspx?l=27719
https://www.saffronart.com/default.aspx
https://www.saffronart.com/sitepages/general/HowAuctionWorks.aspx?eid=4115
https://www.saffronart.com/sitepages/general/HowAuctionWorks.aspx?eid=4106
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Contemporary Indian Art: The Best of the Amaya Collection 
 

 
 

Lot 23: Subodh Gupta, This Side is the Other Side, 2002 - 2005 

Bronze, 39.25 x 70.75 x 42.25 in 

Estimate: INR 1 – 1.5 crores (USD 138,890 – 208,335) 

Image courtesy of Saffronart 

 

 
 

Lot 33: Bharti Kher, The Walls Have Ears (The Private Softness of Skin), 1999 

Oil on canvas, 59.25 x 79.5 in 

Estimate: INR 50 – 70 lakhs (USD 69,445 – 97,225) 

Image courtesy of Saffronart 

 

https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/PreWork.aspx?l=27625
https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/PreWork.aspx?l=27635
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Lot 14: Shilpa Gupta, BlindStars StarsBlind, 2008 

Lights wrapped around metal, 115 in (diameter) 

Estimate: INR 10 – 15 lakhs (USD 13,890 – 20,835) 

Image courtesy of Saffronart 

 

 
 

Lot 16: Dayanita Singh, Blue Book #32, 2007 

Digital C print on paper pasted on aluminium sheet, 39.75 x 39.75 in 

Estimate: INR 8 – 10 lakhs (USD 11,115 – 13,890) 

Image courtesy of Saffronart 

 

https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/PreWork.aspx?l=27616
https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/PreWork.aspx?l=27618
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Modern Indian Art 
 

 
 

Lot 30: Bhupen Khakhar, Untitled (The Bathing Ghat), 1994 

Oil on canvas, 68.25 x 44.75 in 

Estimate: INR 2.5 – 3.5 crores (USD 347,225 – 486,115) 

Image courtesy of Saffronart 

 

 
 

Lot 52: Akbar Padamsee, Untitled, 1964 

Oil on canvas, 46.5 x 46.5 in 

Estimate: INR 2.16 – 3.6 crores (USD 300,000 – 500,000) 

Image courtesy of Saffronart 

https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/PreWork.aspx?l=27682
https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/PreWork.aspx?l=27704
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Lot 48: F N Souza, London East End, 1956 

Oil on board, 25 x 49.5 in 

Estimate: INR 2 – 2.4 crores (USD 280,000 – 340,000) 

Image courtesy of Saffronart 

 

 
 

Lot 57: Manjit Bawa, Untitled, circa 1994 
Oil on canvas, 41 x 53 in 

Estimate: INR 1.8 – 2.5 crores (USD 250,000 – 350,000) 
Image courtesy of Saffronart 

 

https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/PreWork.aspx?l=27700
https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/PreWork.aspx?l=27709
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Lot 67: Arpita Singh, Jars, 1997 

Oil on canvas, 49.75 x 47.5 in 

Estimate: INR 90 lakhs – 1.2 crores (USD 125,000 – 166,670) 

Image courtesy of Saffronart 

 
 

ABOUT SAFFRONART 
 
Founded in 2000 by Minal and Dinesh Vazirani, Saffronart is a leading international auction 
house with deep Indian roots, and is India’s most reputed. It is headquartered in Mumbai, 
with offices in New Delhi, London and New York. At the forefront of selling Indian art, 
Saffronart holds online and live auctions, exhibitions, and prime property sales throughout 
the year. Saffronart’s focus is to bring transparency to the auction process, and to provide 
easy access to bidders around the world. Saffronart has so far seen successful sales of over 
20,000 artworks and objects across various categories. 
 
Saffronart’s services go beyond auctions to include private sales, appraisals and valuations 
for our clients, and supporting the efforts of the Indian art world by holding fundraiser 
auctions. Saffronart has set several global benchmarks for online auctions, and was the 
subject of a case study at Harvard Business School in 2005.  
 
Website: www.saffronart.com | Facebook: @saffronart | Instagram: @saffronartartindia 
 

 
For further information contact: 

Benjamin Bamnolkar | benjamin@saffronart.com | +91 9820888743 
 

https://www.saffronart.com/auctions/PreWork.aspx?l=27719

