
 

Tyeb Mehta’s iconic, monumental Kali 

leads Saffronart’s flagship June Summer Online Auction 

 

Mumbai, 24 April 2018: Art, drama, theatre, and compassion come together in the rare, 

iconic Kali painting by Tyeb Mehta, which will be offered by Saffronart in its flagship June 

Summer Online Auction. Mehta and legendary theatre director Ebrahim Alkazi's shared 

vision of the human condition is embodied in this powerful blue Kali painting. Over his 

entire artistic career, Mehta painted only three standing Kali figures between 1988 and 

1989—of which the Kali on offer is the largest, at 67 x 54 inches—and only a few smaller 

format Kali heads in later years. Mehta’s Kali represents the eternal cosmic dilemma of the 

human condition: the battle of good and evil, creation and destruction. She has been an 

inspiration for artists through the ages, and Mehta transforms the image, with his own 

unique vocabulary, into a powerful masterpiece as theatrical as the Greek tragedies Alkazi is 

famed for directing.  

Commenting on the painting, Saffronart co-founder Dinesh Vazirani says, “The provenance 

of the painting is as significant as the work itself. The painting was once part of the art 

collection of the eminent and influential theatre director, Ebrahim Alkazi. Mehta and Alkazi 

shared a unique friendship based on mutual respect and admiration.” Alkazi inaugurated the 

first and largest solo exhibition of Mehta’s work at the Jehangir Art Gallery in 1959. In a 

glowing endorsement of Mehta’s work, he spoke even then of the “essential significance of 

his art” and described it as having “dignity.” Vazirani points out that, “This painting thus 

acquires added meaning not just for its outstanding merit as a work of art but also because 

it symbolizes the timeless connection between artist and collector.” 

At Saffronart’s flagship summer online auction, in June 2011, Tyeb Mehta’s Untitled (Kali), 

1998, a head against a stark black background, set an online record, selling for USD 1.3 

million against an initial estimate of USD 287,360 - 402,300. In May 2005, another Kali head, 

painted in 1997, sold for USD 236,500, more than doubling its upper estimate of USD 

110,000. Although these were small format works, the sales attest to the high desirability of 

the very limited Kali paintings and their enduring popularity among collectors. Amidst 

recent headlines that have once again propelled Mehta to the spotlight, the monumental 

Kali painting on offer will be a highly coveted addition to any private or public art collection. 

The painting will be on display in New York, and at Saffronart London, and will be auctioned 

on saffronart.com on 13-14 June 2018.  

 

 

 



 

Viewings: 

New York 
8 - 11 May, 11 am to 7 pm 
12 May, 11 am to 6 pm 
 
136 East 73rd Street, 2nd Floor 
New York, NY 10021 

London 
7 - 14 June 2018 
Monday to Friday, 11 am to 7 pm 
Saturday, 11 am to 3 pm 
Sunday by appointment 

Saffronart 
73 New Bond Street, 1st Floor 
London, W1S 1RS 

 

Website: www.saffronart.com | Facebook: @saffronart | Instagram: @saffronartartindia 

For further information contact: 
Benjamin Bamnolkar | benjamin@saffronart.com | +91 9820888743 
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