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Bible Passage: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 
Main Point: Jesus taught that not all people will believe in Him. 
Key Passage: Mark 6:34 
Big Picture Question: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories 
to teach people about God. 

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
The Gospels record dozens of Jesus’ parables. A parable is a story Jesus told to help 
people understand the kingdom of God. Each parable taught a lesson and revealed 
secrets of God’s kingdom for those who would understand. (See Matt. 13:10-13.) 

The parable of the sower would have resonated with those listening because they would 
have been familiar with the practice of sowing or planting seed. But the parable had a 
deeper meaning. It contained a lesson about God’s Word and the responses of those 
who hear it. 

In the parable, a sower’s seeds fell in four different places. Some of the seeds fell along 
the path, where they were eaten by birds. Other seeds fell on rocky ground. Those 
seeds had no roots, so they withered in the sun. Other seeds fell among thorns, and 
they were choked out. Other seeds fell on good soil, and they produced a crop—a 
hundred, sixty, or thirty times what was planted. 

After Jesus told the parable, He explained it to His disciples. The soil represents 
people’s hearts, and the seed is the word about God’s kingdom. The person whose 
heart is like the hard soil hears the good news about God, but he does not understand it 
or he rejects it. The person whose heart is like the rocky soil is quick to receive the truth, 
but when life gets hard, he falls away. The person whose heart is like the thorny soil 
cares more about the things of the world than the good news about God, and the seed 
cannot grow. The person whose heart is like the good soil hears the good news about 
God and receives it. He bears fruit, more than what was planted. In the life of a believer, 
the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23) is evident. 

Still today, people respond to the gospel in various ways. As you prepare to teach the 
parable of the sower, pray for the preschoolers you lead. Pray that God will give them 



receptive hearts so that they will hear, understand, and be changed by the good news 
about Jesus. 

Welcome time 
Greet preschoolers and parents; make sure all children have a name tag and are signed 
into the classroom.  
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an appropriate time. Post an allergy 
alert, if necessary. Set out a few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and 
blocks. 

Activity page 
Guide preschoolers to count the total plants. 
Say • You can see that the most plants grew in the best ground. Plants cannot 
grow on a path, and plants cannot grow well in rocky soil or soil full of thorns. In 
today’s Bible story, Jesus told a story about sowing, or planting, seed.  

Tell stories in a “boat” 
Use tape to create the outline of a boat on the floor. Invite preschoolers to sit in the boat 
while you tell them a story. You may tell stories about your life as a child, what the world 
was like when you were a child, how you learned an important lesson, something you 
like to do and how you learned to do it, and so forth. 
Say • Our Bible stories for the next several weeks are about stories that Jesus 
told. Jesus told stories to teach people about God and His kingdom. In today’s 
Bible story, Jesus sat in a boat to tell a story while the people listened from the 
shore. 

Play a “seed” sowing game 
Tear or cut paper into small pieces to make “seeds.” Give each child a handful of seeds. 
Explain that when you call “Scatter!” preschoolers should “sow” the seeds by tossing 
them back and forth on the floor. When you call out “Gather!” preschoolers should pick 
up all the seeds. Be sure to finish the game on “Gather.” 
Say • In today’s Bible story, Jesus told a story about a farmer who went out to 
plant seeds in the ground. He tossed the seeds back and forth. Some seeds fell 
on good soil and grew, but others did not. Listen closely to today’s Bible story to 
hear what the story about the seeds really meant. 

Transition to Bible study 
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them to Bible study, show the 
countdown video, flip off the lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 



Invite preschoolers to play out tossing seeds back and forth as they move to Bible 
study. 

Introduce the Bible story 
Display seeds for preschoolers to examine. 
Say • In today’s Bible story, Jesus told a parable, or a story, to help people 
understand what God’s kingdom is like. Jesus’ story is about seeds and soil. 
Listen to hear what happened to the seeds in the Bible story. 

Watch or tell the Bible story 
Place a bookmark at Matthew 13 in your Bible. Invite a preschooler to open it. 
Reverently display the open Bible. 
Say • There is no book greater than the Bible because the Bible is the only book 
that has God’s very own words in it! Today’s Bible story is from the Book of Mark. 
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers. 

The BIBLE Story 
Parable of the Sower 
Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 
God sent Jesus to earth to save people from their sin. Jesus also came to teach people 
about God and His kingdom. Jesus traveled from town to town and told people the good 
news about God’s kingdom. Crowds of people came to listen to Him. 
One day, Jesus was sitting by the sea. Lots of people came to hear Jesus, so He sat in 
a boat to teach. The people listened from the shore. Jesus told a story, or parable, to 
teach the people about sharing the good news about God with others. 
Jesus said, “Think about this story. A farmer went out to plant seeds in the ground. 
He tossed the seeds back and forth. Some of the seeds fell along the path, and 
the birds came and ate up the seeds. Those seeds did not grow. Other seeds fell on 
rocky ground. The seeds sprouted quickly, but they did not have any roots 
because the soil was shallow. When the sun came out, the plants dried up. 
“Other seeds fell among the thorns. The thorns grew and kept the seeds from 
growing. But some of the seeds fell on good ground. Those seeds grew up strong 
and healthy. These plants made grain, much more than what was planted!” 
Then Jesus told His friends what the story about the seeds really meant. Jesus 
said, “Remember the seeds that fell on the path? Some people hear what is true 
about God’s kingdom, but they do not understand. God’s enemy takes the truth they 
heard away from them. 
“Remember the seeds that fell on the rocky ground? Some people hear what is 
true about God’s kingdom and they are happy. But when hard times come, they 
do not believe. 



“Remember the seeds that fell among the thorns? Some people hear what is true 
about God’s kingdom, but they worry about life on earth and they love money more 
than God. 
“But some people hear what is true about God’s kingdom, and they understand it. 
They believe the truth, and it changes them. Those people are like the seeds that 
fell on good ground.” 
  
Christ Connection: Not everyone who hears about Jesus believes in Him. Some people 
don’t understand Jesus or they think they are happy without Him. People who hear the 
gospel—the good news about Jesus—and believe in Him will be blessed. 

Talk about the Bible story 
Say • Jesus taught that not all people will believe in Him. Some people just do not 
understand how much Jesus loves them. Other people believe, but then when times are 
hard, they stop trusting Jesus. Some people want things in the world more than they 
want Jesus. But some people believe the truth about Jesus and follow Him. Those are 
the people we want to be! 
Ask the following review questions:  

1. What do we call a story that Jesus used to teach people about God’s kingdom? 
(a parable)  

2. How many types of soil did Jesus talk about? (four)  
3. Who did Jesus tell what the story about the seeds really meant? (Jesus’ friends) 
4. What did the seeds in the story represent? (the good news about God’s 

kingdom)  
5. What did the soils in the story represent? (people’s hearts) 

Learn the big picture question 
Say • Our big picture question is, Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 
teach people about God. Life in God’s kingdom is different than life on earth. Jesus 
used stories about things on earth that we already know about to help us understand 
things about His kingdom that we do not know about. 

Practice the key passage  
Open your Bible to Mark 6:34. Read the key passage aloud several times. Sing together 
the key passage song, “Huge, Huge Crowd.” 
Say • Our key passage tells us that Jesus saw all the people and cared about 
them. He wanted to help them, so He taught them about God and God’s kingdom. 



Tell the good news 
Play a game of “Telephone.” Lead preschoolers to sit on the floor in a circle. Whisper 
some good news such as “Jesus loves you,” “Jesus rescues people from sin,” or “God 
sent Jesus to save us” to a preschooler. That preschooler must whisper the good news 
to the child next to him, and she will whisper the good news she heard to the child next 
to her. Continue passing along the good news until the last child shares the message, 
which will most likely not be exactly what you said. Tell preschoolers the good news you 
shared. Then choose another preschooler to whisper good news to and play again.  
Say • I whispered good news to our friends, but you may not have understood 
what your friend said to you. Not everyone who hears about Jesus believes in 
Him. Some people don’t understand Jesus, or they think they are happy without 
Him. Jesus taught that not all people will believe in Him, but people who hear the 
gospel—the good news about Jesus—and believe in Him will be blessed. 

Dig in seeds 
Fill a plastic tub with a several inches of bird seed. Hide plastic people figures among 
the seeds. Provide plastic garden tools for preschoolers to dig for the people.  
Say • The parable Jesus told about seeds and soil was really about people and 
how they respond to the truth about God’s kingdom. Jesus taught that not all 
people will believe in Him. Some people don’t understand Jesus, or they think 
they are happy without Him. People who hear the gospel—the good news about 
Jesus—and believe in Him will be blessed. 

Closing 
Children may select a book or puzzle to examine, play quietly with play dough or a 
favorite toy, or color the Bible story coloring page. 

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a picture of four people. Remind 
preschoolers that the four soils in the story are like different people’s hearts. Pray for the 
children. 

Say • God, give us hearts to hear the gospel—the good news about Your Son—
and to believe in Him. Help us to share the good news about Jesus with others 
too. Amen. 

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell them something that their child 
enjoyed doing or did well during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture cards 
for families. 




