


John 6:66 
“From this time many of his disciples turned back 
and no longer followed him.”  



Matthew 4:18-19
As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he 
saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his 
brother Andrew.  They were casting a net into the 
lake,  for they were fishermen.   “Come, follow me,” 
Jesus said...” 



Matthew 4:18-19,22
As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he 
saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his 
brother Andrew.  They were casting a net into the 
lake,  for they were fishermen.   “Come, follow me,” 
Jesus said...”
v. 22 “Jesus called them, and immediately they left 
the boat and their father and followed him.”



Matthew 4:25
Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, 
Judea and the region across the Jordan followed
him. 
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Matthew 4:25
Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, 
Judea and the region across the Jordan followed
him. 

Mark 2:15
“...for there were many who followed him.”



There are many different kinds of followers of 
Jesus,  



There are many different kinds of followers of 
Jesus; what kind are you? 



Matthew 4:25
Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, 
Judea and the region across the Jordan followed
him. 

Mark 2:15
“...for there were many who followed him.”



Mark 3: 7-9
Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the lake, and a 
large crowd from Galilee followed. When they 
heard about all he was doing, many people came to 
him from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and the 
regions across the Jordan and around Tyre and 
Sidon. Because of the crowd he told his disciples to 
have a small boat ready for him, to keep the people 
from crowding him.



1. Stepping out of the crowd
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1. Stepping out of the crowd 
• Fad followers  

Fad: a style or activity that suddenly 
becomes popular but usually does not stay 
popular for very long.

(Cambridge English 
Dictionary)



1. Stepping out of the crowd 
• Fad followers 

Because of the crowd he told his disciples to have a 
small boat ready for him, to keep the people from 
crowding him. Mark 3: 9



1. Stepping out of the crowd 
• Fad followers 

Because of the crowd he told his disciples to have a 
small boat ready for him, to keep the people from 
crowding him. Mark 3: 9

“to press hard, to afflict, to cause to suffer”



1. Stepping out of the crowd 
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1. Stepping out of the crowd 
• Fad followers 
• Pushy followers 

One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and 
teachers of the law were sitting there. They had 
come from every village of Galilee and from Judea 
and Jerusalem.

Luke 5:17 



1. Stepping out of the crowd 
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• Religious followers  



1. Stepping out of the crowd 
• Fad followers 
• Pushy followers 
• Religious followers

“The Pharisees and the teachers of the law were 
looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they 
watched him closely”

Luke 6:7



1. Stepping out of the crowd 
• Fad followers 
• Pushy followers 
• Religious followers

He said to another man, “Follow me.” But he 
replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”

Luke 9:59



1. Stepping out of the crowd 
• Fad followers 
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1. Stepping out of the crowd 
• Fad followers 
• Pushy followers 
• Religious followers 
• Someday followers 
• Conditional followers



“Jesus called them, and immediately they left the 
boat and their father and followed him.”

Matthew 4:21-22



“Jesus called them, and immediately they left the 
boat and their father and followed him.”

Matthew 4:21-22

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to 
be my disciple must deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me.”

Matthew 16:24



2. Stepping into commitment



2. Stepping into commitment 

“As they were walking along the road, a man said 
to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 

Luke 9:57



2. Stepping into commitment
• “No matter what” followers



John 6:66 
“From this time many of his disciples turned back 
and no longer followed him.”  



John 6:66-67
“From this time many of his disciples turned back 
and no longer followed him. ‘You do not want to 
leave too, do you?’ Jesus asked the Twelve.”



John 6:66-69
“From this time many of his disciples turned back 
and no longer followed him. ‘You do not want to 
leave too, do you?’ Jesus asked the Twelve. 
Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom shall 
we go? You have the words of eternal life. We 
have come to believe and to know that you are 
the Holy One of God.’”
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2. Stepping into commitment
• “No matter what” followers (whatever) 
• “No turning back” followers (forever)



3. Stepping through the difficulties



3. Stepping through the difficulties
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3. Stepping through the difficulties
• Disappointment
• Discouragement



3. Stepping through the difficulties
• Disappointment
• Discouragement
• Distractions



When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more 
than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I 
love you.” 

John 21:15



Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 
John 21:19



Then he said to him, “Follow me!” Peter turned 
and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was 
following them... 

John 21:19-20



Then he said to him, “Follow me!” Peter turned 
and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was 
following them... 
When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what 
about him?” 

John 21:19-20



Then he said to him, “Follow me!” Peter turned 
and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was 
following them... 

When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what 
about him?” Jesus answered, “If I want him to 
remain alive until I return, what is that to you? 
You must follow me.”

John 21:19-20



Jesus is calling you to a “whatever, forever” 
commitment that will call you through whatever 
difficulties come your way. 



Jesus is calling you to a “whatever, forever” 
commitment that will call you through whatever 
difficulties come your way. 
How will you respond?


