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Romans 1:16-17 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
has faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17For in it the righteousness of God is          
revealed through faith for faith; as it is written, ‘The one who is righteous will live by faith.’ 
 
1.  These two verses are often identified as the theme verses of Paul’s letter to the Romans. 
Much of the rest of the letter will build on these words. 
 
2.  There are several key words in these verses: ashamed, gospel, power of God, salvation, 
faith, Jew, Greek, righteousness of God.  Spend time with each word. What do you think they 
mean in these verses? The questions that follow will help you dig deeper. 

 
3.  Paul writes that he is not ashamed of the gospel. That he states this so clearly implies that 
he might have reason to be ashamed. Why? Elsewhere in his writings he identifies the source 
of possible shame: 
 
“For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God.” 1 Cor 1:18 



“For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a     
stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.” 1 Cor 1:22-24 
 
Why was the cross “foolishness”? A “stumbling-block”?  
 
4.  While the cross was a potentially a source of shame for believers proclaiming the gospel in 
the first century, what are potential sources of shame for believers in our century? 
 
5.  How would you define the word gospel? What clues do you have for its meaning in the 
words that follow in vs.16-17? Try to define gospel in your own words. 
 
6.  The word power in v.16 comes from the Greek word, dynamis. As you might guess, it is 
linked to our word dynamite. In Paul’s day it was a word used to describe tremendous power, 
miraculous power. We often think of God’s power when we talk about creation, or the        
miracles of Jesus, or the resurrection. What does it mean to talk about the gospel as the      
dynamis of God? 
 
7.  How about the word salvation? This is one of those words that’s used often in the       
Scripture and among people of faith. How would you define it here in v.16? 
 
8.  Righteousness is a key word in the entire letter. In our day, righteousness can often have a 
negative connotation as in, “He had a self-righteousness attitude that most people found    
annoying.” But in Romans, the word is used in a different way. How would you define it in the 
context of these verses? 
 
9.  We use the word faith a lot! But how would you define it? What is a good synonym for 
faith that you can keep in mind as you read Romans? 
 
 
Reflections on Romans 
 
Paul proclaims the gospel, the good news of what God has accomplished in Christ’s saving 
death and resurrection. For Paul this gospel is God’s power—not a faint reflection of it, not an 
imitation of it, not a representation of it, but the very power of God. To proclaim the gospel is 
to make God’s salvific power present to all who believe, Gentile as well as Jew. The             
proclamation of the gospel, then, is an urgent task. For unless people hear the gospel, they 
will not believe; and if they do not believe, they will not be saved.            
    Frank Matera in his commentary on Romans, p.38 


