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15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16yet we know that a person is jus-
tified not by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. And we have come to believe 
in Christ Jesus, so that we might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing the works of 
the law, because no one will be justified by the works of the law. 17But if, in our effort to be 
justified in Christ, we ourselves have been found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? 
Certainly not! 18But if I build up again the very things that I once tore down, then I demon-
strate that I am a transgressor. 19For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to 
God. I have been crucified with Christ; 20and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives 
in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me. 21I do not nullify the grace of God; for if justification comes through the 
law, then Christ died for nothing. 

 

As we noticed the last two weeks, the church at Corinth had issues—lots of issues that 
Paul addressed with patience, tact and clear thinking. The letter to the Galatians gives 
evidence of another church that was finding it difficult to find its way in the first century. 
In fact, Paul was furious with what was going on in these Galatian churches. Paul is as 
upset in this letter as we ever see him. Why? 

 

1.  Read the opening words of Galatians 1:1-10. What evidence do you see here of 
Paul’s concern? Notice he doesn’t waste any time in getting to it. He doesn’t open 
his letter with pleasant greetings—the kind of greeting we see in most of his other 
letters. He is in a hurry to get to the point! What would you say is the point in 
these opening words? Why is he so upset? 

 

2.  In the remaining lines of chapter 1 into chapter 2, Paul gives an overview of his 
life since his dramatic conversion on the Damascus Road which culminates in his 
call to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles (2:9). Take a moment to read his story. 

 

3.  Now read 2:11-14. This incident sets the context for what follows. What did Peter 
(Cephas) and even Barnabas do that so upsets Paul?  

 

4.  Read again 2:15-21. Try to identify some of his key points in this paragraph. For 
example, what does he mean when he writes about being “justified”? How is a 
person justified before God? Is it by following the law or by believing in Christ? 
That’s the key issue in this letter. Some were teaching young Christians—Jewish 
Christians and Gentile Christians alike—that they needed to believe in Christ and 
follow Jewish laws like circumcision. This perversion of the Gospel makes Paul   
furious. It subverts the freedom we have in Christ to live as the Spirit guides us 
rather than by the Jewish law. 

 

5.  How are we sometimes tempted today to live as if the faithful life is believing in 
Christ and … How do was sometimes add to the Gospel? 


