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Reflections on the Silmarillion 

1.  Dry as Dust 

What advice would you have for a person who enjoys Tolkien and 
has made it through the Silmarillion with moderate success, but finds the 
Histories more difficult to engage with? There are so many details and 
edits along the way, and it isn't the easiest thing in the world to retain it 
all. (Karita Alexander) 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



Reflections on the Silmarillion 

2.  Distant Echo 

I've noted a few instances in which Tolkien's conception of some 
particular scene or notion changed between his early conception and the 
published Silmarillion, yet references, descriptions, or other remnants of 
the initial conception remain.  You touched on two of these- Nienna being 
the sister of Melkor and Manwe, and Turin's place in the "last battle."    
 
Remnants of these concepts seem to remain in Nienna's pleas for Melkor 
and Turin's place as a great hero of the elves (although that reference is, I 
think, in the Hobbit).  Are there any other major changes post 1930 
Quenta that leave similar traces? (Peter Rybski)  
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3.  The Ambarkanta, By Popular Demand 

You've come up with a number of nice theories about Tolkien's intent with 
respect to writing the Annals and the Quenta. Whether these are accurate 
or not, the piece that I have the hardest time fitting into any of the various 
publication scenarios is the Ambarkanta. He wrote it as if he was writing 
for others, but it's so hard to imagine that he thought it was publishable. 
So why make it a "fine manuscript"?  Why especially give it a title page?! 
Maybe you touched on this in the class where we covered it, and if so I 
apologize for missing it. (James Lebak) 
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4.  How Do You Solve a Problem Like Tinwelint? 

The story of the Ruin of Doriath and the Necklace of the Dwarves is one 
of the biggest (unsolvable?) problems in the Silmarillion manuscripts. The 
AB and Q versions are basically the last versions of the story that we get 
and they're very short. It does seem like that part of the story received less 
of Tolkien's attention than the other great tales. There's no way to know, 
but I wonder if at least part of the reason isn't the negative light that it 
throws on the Dwarves and how that runs counter to the way his 
conception of them evolved in Lord of the Rings and Appendix A. (James 
Lebak) 
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5.  The Glamhoth 

“The hordes of the Orcs he made of stone, but their hearts of hatred. 
Glamhoth, people of hate, the Gnomes have called them. Goblins may 
they be called, but in ancient days they were strong and cruel and fell. 
Thus he held sway.” 
 
This sounds very interesting as an alternate Orc origin story. However it 
still does not solve, and might even exacerbate, Tolkien's concerns with 
the published story — meaning that the orcs are completely and utterly 
irredeemable.  Was this early enough in Tolkien's career that this was not 
yet a real concern? (Jonne Steen Redeker) 
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6.  Children of the Gods 

In the War of Wrath, "the sons of Gods wrestled with Morgoth" - who is 
this talking about?  Where does this fit among Tolkien's changing ideas 
about the gods having children (and are those children also gods, or the 
elves/men/dwarves?). (Kimber Nelson) 
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7.  Are the Silmarils Cursed? 

I notice that the company of Elwing are blessed by the Silmarils.  
Interesting idea that they bring good things, after all the conflict and 
badness that has come with their presence in Middle-earth and changes of 
ownership. (Kimber Nelson) 
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8.  Looking Back 

What is your favorite edit that Tolkien made to what we now know as the 
Silmarillion story? What is your least favorite? Do you miss anything 
from the Book of Lost Tales? (Kraits Alexander) 

 
 
 

 


