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Join us Sunday’s for Worship: 
 9am - Chapel Worship Service  

10am - Traditional Worship Service  
11:30am - Contemporary Worship Service  
and livestream on Facebook and YouTube 

11am- Worship Radio Broadcast (92.5FM/1340AM) 
(www.wxfn.com). 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
HighStreetUMChurch 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCu_JvJBZjDWbwuki3QSRqXw 

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 8am-4pm 

Friday 8am—Noon 
and you will need to be buzzed in at the door. 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wxfn.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cmlmuzii%40bsu.edu%7C00e6341f19f4431f700d08d7d63bd4a3%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C637213424779394962&sdata=RHR22v9rk9IIfLuY%2BnuW5%2B1PjshaxRlgaZhr
https://munciehighstreet.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ac838372a8e3b41eb282c71e&id=386493dce2&e=039769272c
https://munciehighstreet.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ac838372a8e3b41eb282c71e&id=386493dce2&e=039769272c
https://munciehighstreet.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ac838372a8e3b41eb282c71e&id=c24eff9ad7&e=039769272c
https://munciehighstreet.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ac838372a8e3b41eb282c71e&id=c24eff9ad7&e=039769272c
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This coming Sunday will mark a special time 
in our journey together. We gather to share 
our intentions for the coming year and to 
place them upon the altar for consecration 
and blessing. 
 
Time cycles back upon itself. Autumn is upon 
us and we, once again, can complete the Good 
Lord’s generosity to us with a generosity of 
our own. Hold back not. 
 
 
We Are the Body of Christ 
Pastor Steven 
 
Bible Thoughts 
 
2Cor. 9:12   This service that you perform is 
not only supplying the needs of God’s people 
but is also overflowing in many expressions of 
thanks to God.  13 Because of the service by 
which you have proved yourselves, men will 
praise God for the obedience that accompa-
nies your confession of the gospel of Christ, 
and for your generosity in sharing with them 
and with everyone else.  14 And in their pray-
ers for you their hearts will go out to you, be-
cause of the surpassing grace God has given 
you.  15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable 
gift!  
 
Gal. 5:22   But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness,  23 gentleness and self-control. 
Against such things there is no law.  24 Those 
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
sinful nature with its passions and desires.  25 
Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step 
with the Spirit.  26 Let us not become 
conceited, provoking and envying each other. 
                     
                           - Rev. Steven Walker  

Thankful Again 
The sun arches low in the sky. Days grow 
short. Fields lay bare. Time has cycled back 
upon itself and we are in the midst of autumn. 
For families living close to the land it is a time 
of promise fulfilled. For those of whom the 
fresh smell of turned soil is but an echo of a 
collective human past, perhaps yet imprinted 
upon our biology the season still holds power. 
We experience those promises of the Good 
Lord to reward hard work and dedication to 
the task, and the bounty and blessing at the 
harvest. 
 
Such a rhythm to the season beats in our 
hearts and in our church. It is a wellspring of 
satisfaction which draws us into grateful atti-
tude. Such creates an intersection between 
the bounty and blessing of life the Good Lord 
has given and our religious devotion to him. It 
begs searching questions. Shall we bring the 
first fruit of our harvest to the Lord? Shall we 
express our deepest devotion to him and his 
church, the Body of Christ? Shall we give unto 
the Lord that portion which belongs to him, 
and him alone? If we don’t what shall the fu-

ture bring? If we don’t what affect will our 
prayers have when we turn to the Good Lord 
in our time of need? 
 
Thus each year we take some quality time to 
reflect and learn and grow in our devotion to 
God expressed through extravagant generosi-
ty. We meditate upon our spiritual condition 
and our personal relationship to the Risen 
Lord and make an assessment. Do we trust in 
our Lord? Are we grateful for what God has 
provided? Do we respond by giving God his 
due? Are we possessive of what is in our care 
or do we see it as a gift and we simply stew-
ards? 
 



Page 3 

 

December 5 - (2nd Sunday of Advent)  
Sermon: “Unbreakable Gift, Love” 
Scripture: Mal 3:1-4, Phil 1:3-11, Lk 3:1-6 
Preaching: Rev. Steven  
 
December 12 (3rd Sunday of Advent & Or-
chestra Sunday)  
Sermon: “Unbreakable Gift, Joy” 
Scripture: Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Preaching: Pastor Mackenzie 
 
December 19 (4th Sunday of Advent)  
Sermon: “Unbreakable Gift, Peace” 
Scripture: Mic 5:2-5a, Lk 1:39-55 
Preaching: Rev. Steven  
Synopsis: Musical Celebration of the Light” 
an inter-generational musical focus on the 
Advent wreath. 
 
December 21 (Longest Night Service)  
Preacher: Pastor Mackenzie  
 
December 24 (Christmas Eve Services)  
12pm Communion Service - with candlelight 
in the Chapel and Symbolic Communion  
7pm:  Intergenerational Service - with can-
dlelight  
11pm: Lessons and Carols - with candlelight  
 
December 26 (1st Sunday after Christmas)  
One Service at  10am  
Sermon: “Child Lost, A Case of Neglect?” 
Scripture: 1 Sam 2:18-20, 26, Lk 2:41-52 
Preaching:  Rev. Steven 
 

December 

A High Street Christmas 
Advent: The Unbreakable Gift 

November 28th- December 24th 
- Regular worship schedule 

 

 

 

 
The Longest Night Service 

December 21st @ 7pm - High Street UMC 
Join us for an evening of remembrance, medita-

tion, and hope. This service will hold space to 
acknowledge the struggle with darkness and 
grief faced by those living with loss, and the 

hope we find in this season celebrating the birth 
of Christ. This service will be in collaboration 
with Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and First 

Presbyterian Church. 

Cookie reception following in the Parlor 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve with High Street 
12pm: Communion Service w/ candlelight - 

Chapel  
7pm: Family Service w/candlelight  

11pm: Lessons and Carols w/ candlelight  

A Christmas Eve Open House will be held in 
Parish Hall from 8pm-11pm 
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Older Adult Ministries 
It’s hard to believe we are already in De-
cember. There are so many things hap-
pening here at High Street this month. It 
would be easy to get overwhelmed and 
allow stress to rule. That used to be how I 
came into most December’s. There were 
parties, concerts, gifts to buy, and meals 
to plan.  
 
Most of December is technically the sea-
son of Advent, a time of preparation. Yes, 
we can prepare our homes, but more im-
portantly, prepare our hearts for the 
coming of the Christ child at Christmas. 
We literally are moving further and fur-
ther into darkness, anticipating the com-
ing of the light. Both the shift to longer 
days and more daylight and the coming of 
the light of Christ. There is so much dual 
symbolism in this season. I love it.

 
 
I have two favorite movies that I watch 
during Christmas that I would encourage 
you to watch. The first is the Charlie 
Brown Christmas special. My favorite bit 
will always be when Linus drops his secu-
rity blanket and tells the story from  

Luke 2. The other one is The Nativity. I love 
the gentleness and sincerity with which they 
treat the whole story.  
 
I want to encourage you to go ahead, find 
your favorite telling's of the Christmas story. 
Watch them on your own or invite some 
friends over. Make some hot chocolate or 
some spiced cider. Light some candles. 
Spend some time pondering the miracle that 
is the coming of Jesus in human form. If you 
feel up to it, come on down to any of the 
myriad of events happening at High Street 
and around the area.  
           Merry Christmas friends! 
                       - Andrea Hughes           

Thursday Luncheon Schedule 
for December 
 

December 2: Scrooge is 
coming to share a story 
with us! 

December 9: Christmas 
singing extravaganza with 
Andrea 
 
December 16: Don Paff shares 
Christmas and gospel music 
with us 
 
December 23: Our Christ-
mas Celebration with a very 
special guest. 
 
December 29: No Luncheon 
 

Lunch is $5 and our cook 
Karen is back in the kitchen! 



Page 5 

December Mission Highlight 
The Bishops Christmas Offering 
A Special Letter from our Bishop 
 
 
 
 
 
Brothers and Sisters,  
 
I greet you warmly in the name of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 
Jesus loves children. We can read countless 
stories of the special affinity Jesus had for 
children. Mark 10:14 tells us, "He took the 
children in His arms, placed His hands on 
them and blessed them." And Jesus gave a 
harsh warning to those who would cause 
harm to the growth of a child.  
 
This year, because of our deep love of chil-
dren, First Lady Racelder and I launched 
Children Matter Most, an initiative de-
signed to encourage churches to get in-
volved in the lives of children and raise 
awareness about childhood trauma, abuse, 
and neglect.  
 
It made sense, then, for the theme of the 
Bishop's Christmas Offering for Children 
this year to coincide with our Children 
Matter Most initiative. Will you help make a 
difference in the lives of children around 
the world this year?  
 
Raised funds will be divided to meet the 
needs of the following ministries:                                                                 
                                     ...Continued on page 10 
 

At last! I want to in-
troduce you all to my 
friend Nancy Wood. 
Nancy is going to be 
helping us with our 
more “local” Travelers 
experiences in 2022. 
We are working now 

on putting together a roster of more local 
trips for you. We hope to have some op-
tions for you to choose from soon. 
 
In the meantime, don’t forget to come to 
our preview night for our “big” trips. Bob 
Levy will be here Tuesday, December 14th 
at 4pm to share details about our trips we 
have scheduled through Premier World Dis-
covery. The short version: Lighthouses of 
Coastal Maine, West Coast scenes in Seattle, 
San Francisco and Portland, the Albuquer-
que Balloon Fiesta, Rose Parade and New 
Year’s and Oberammergau (there may still 
be seats available on this. We’ll have to dou-
ble check with Bob when he gets here.) So 
many things to see! There are brochures 
available in the office already if you want to 
pick some up. We will have all of them at the 
meeting on the 14th. We are not quite ready 
to take deposits on those trips yet. (I have to 
figure out how to create the trips in our da-
tabase. I do miss Shirley!)  
 
 

HIGH STREET 
TRAVELERS 

Since 1974 

    Life is a journey. 

Come along for the ride! 
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December 19: Caroling    
2pm - Join us as we carol to High Street 
members that are shut-in or living in a nurs-
ing home. We will return to the church for 
hot cocoa. 
 

Any questions or to sign up for an event 
please email Joy at: 

 
jbricker@munciehighstreet.com 

 
 

Children & Youth Ministries 
Important Upcoming 

Family Ministry Events: 
Please watch your snail 

mail for more infor-
mation to come!  

 
November 28th:  
  All Children in Preschool to 5th grade are 
invited to join us as we kick off a new se-
ries in Sunday School: 
     The Gospel Project: Christmas!!   

Throughout our 
Christmas sessions, 
kids will discover 
how God revealed His 
plan to Old Testa-
ment prophets. Eve-
rything God said 
about Jesus’ birth 
came true! God chose 
Mary and Joseph to 
be Jesus’ earthly par-

ents. At just the right time, Jesus was born to 
bring peace between God and people. When 
Jesus arrived, Simeon and Anna knew He 
was the promised Messiah, and the wise men 
worshiped Jesus as King.  
 
Upcoming December Schedule: 

 
 
December 11: Kid’s Day Out  
10am-2pm - $35/family - lunch provided. 
 
 
December 18: Salvation Army Bell Ring  Sign 
up in the church office to join us at the 
Muncie Mall. 
 

Acolytes 
We are working on getting back “to nor-
mal” if that is possible. If you have any 
children or youth that would like to learn 
how to be an acolyte contact:  
 

Joy Bricker at:  
 

jbricker@munciehighstreet.com 
 

or 
 

Kyle Orr at: 
 

korr@munciehighstreet.com 

mailto:jbricker@munciehighstreet.com
mailto:jbricker@munciehighstreet.com
mailto:jbricker@munciehighstreet.com
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Some of the best parts about youth ministry 
are the relationships you form with your stu-
dents. There’s a certain rapport that develops 

with students you get to know that fosters genu-
ine Christian fellowship and makes ministry even 
more enjoyable. However, what’s even more ex-
citing is when new students come, with whom 
you’ve established no relational connection. God 
uses these special occasions to help the me grow 
personally, because I get acquainted with new 
personalities, new experiences, new points of 
view. But he also uses these occasions to give me 
the opportunity to witness to someone I’ve not 
witnessed to yet, and sometimes it’s the first or 
only exposure to Jesus that this new person gets.  
 
I’ve been really blessed over the last few weeks to have this experience several times. Our 
regular attenders keep bringing new guests. One guest I want to share with you is an 
eighth grader named Jacob. Jacob was invited to the Youth Group’s Fall Party by his friend 
Elijah, a student who’s been very active in the Youth Ministry here and in the church alto-
gether. Jacob seemed a little shy and nervous at first, but quickly opened up, beginning to 
chat and even banter with the other students and me. His apparent hesitance made sense 
when Elijah told me that Jacob isn’t churched. He probably wasn’t all that comfortable be-

ing at a church or at an overtly Christian event. This 
made me even more thrilled that Jacob had come. 
Because he did, I got an opportunity, however brief, 
to witness to him about the difference that Jesus 
makes in our lives.  
 
The Fall Party was a lot of fun. We spent most of the 
time playing games and eating food, before a short 
devotional. As the students were leaving, Jacob 
mentioned that he wants come back. I’m really ex-
cited to see what God does in his life through the 
Youth Ministry at High Street. 
 

                                     -    Kyle Orr 

From left to right: students John, Avery, Luke, 
Marley and Jonah. Present but not pictured: 

students Elijah and Joshua 

From left to right: students Jacob and Eli-
jah, and myself. Present but not pictured: 

students Avery, Jonah and Joshua 
(picture: by Joshua Bricker) 
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Poinsettia Donations 

Advent is a special time of 
year at High Street Church. 
Please consider this an op-
portunity to give a gift In 
Recognition, In Honor, or 
In Memory Of someone 

special to you. Your gifts help provide the 
funds necessary to purchase 
the poinsettias for the holiday season. 
 
Please make checks payable to High Street 
Church and write poinsettias on the memo 
line. 

 

Advent Decorations 2021 
Please make sure to print names clearly 

Name: _____________________ 

Phone: ____________________ 

Address: ___________________ 

This gift is given: In Appreciation/Honor: 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
 

This gift is given: In Memory of: 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 

UMW General Meeting 
and Christmas Carols 
from our Wee Ones!! 

All High Street 

women (and in-

terested men ) 

are invited to 

come and share 

a Christmas Smile as the Angels on High 

Preschoolers carol us on December 14th at 

10:30 in the Parish Hall. Take a break from 

your Christmas busyness to share fellow-

ship and a Christmas cookie or two!! We’ll 

look forward to seeing you!!  (No need to 

belong to anything! Just COME!)  

 

Masterworks Chorale 
Concert 

Masterworks Chorale 

presents “Carols  and 
Confections” Saturday,  

December 18 -  7:30pm High Street United 
Methodist Church 

 

 



Serve... 
Drop-Off  

during office hours 

 

Pantry needs 

• Spaghetti Sauce 
• Soup 
• Cereal 
• Jelly 

• Rice (1lb. Bags) 
 
 

Family Units Served in 2021: 362 

 

Samaritan Fund Units Served: 348 

  Utilities:               $5,030.42 
   Rent:                    $1,200.00 
Misc.:                       $409.18 
 Total:                   $6,639.60  

Warm Socks  
for Cold Feet  

Socks are the 
most re-
quested item 
at homeless 
centers. Our 
Seasonal Socks Campaign has begun. This 
United Methodist Women’s Project has a goal 
this year of collecting 1000 pairs of socks. 
Please pick up a few pairs—any size—and 
place them in the white bins located in the 
Narthex and outside the church office. We 
will distribute them to First Choice (infant 
socks), the YWCA, Christian Ministries, Chil-
dren’s Clothing Bank and Muncie Mission. 
Thank you! 

 

Would you like to help a child in need? 

Pick up a name tag Sunday, November 28, 

December 5, and December 12 in the 

Church Parlor. Please return gifts to 

the church by December 19.  

Page  9 
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We are 
looking for 
bell ringers 
for the Sal-
vation Army 
for December 18 (one day this year) inside 
Muncie Mall's main entrance (by MCL caf-
eteria). Ringing will be from 10:00am-
7:30pm in one-hour shifts. Call the church 
office (765) 747-8500 to sign up today.  

UMW Hat and Mitten 
Wreath Collection 

 
Help us keep 
others warm 
this winter by 
donating hats 
and mittens to 
our wreath. All 
donations go to 
Christian Minis-

tries, the Mission, and the Children’s 
Clothing Bank. 
 

For unto us a child was born 

The Messiah who saves the world! 

May your  Christmas be great as ever in the 

light of the Savior’s love! 

Merry Christmas from the Staff 

at High Street UMC 

• Impact 2818, the Indiana Conference 
camping ministry 
                               

• The 3 Indiana United Methodist-related 
children and youth homes: Bashor United 
Methodist Home, Indiana United Meth-
odist Children's Home, and United Meth-
odist Youth Home,     

 
• United Methodist advance projects 

(national and global), Bishop's fund for 
emergency children's project and the 
promotion of this offering 

 
Please join with me in giving whatever 
amount you may feel led to give toward this 
long-standing and life-changing ministry.  
Especially this Christmas season, I invite 
you, your family, and your community of 
faith to join me in praying for children in In-
diana and around the world ... because chil-
dren matter to God and are precious in 
God's sight.  
On behalf of the countless children whose 
lives will be changed as a result of this offer-
ing, I thank you. May you be blessed for be-
ing a blessing as we work to provide spaces 
where children are valued, cherished, sup-
ported, and have the opportunity to experi-
ence the love of God.  
Be encouraged,  
 

                  - Bishop Julius C. Trimble  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    

 

  

 

1 

9:15am Women’s Bi-

ble  

6pm Handbell practice 

7pm AA Meeting 

7pm Sanctuary Choir 

2 

8am Ship Counseling 

11:30am Thursday 

Luncheon 

5pm—8pm 1st TR 

6:30pm Boy Scouts 

3 4 

5  

9am Chapel  Service 

9am Advent Study 

10am Traditional  

11am Advent Study 

11:30am Contempo-

rary Worship 

6 

1:30pm Knitting 

Group 

7 

6:45am Renovare 

10:30am Staff Meeting 

12pm Samaritan Appt. 

1-2pm Food Pantry    

6:30pm Staff Parish Mg. 

8 

9:15am Women’s Bi-

ble  

1:30pm Preschool 

Mtg. 

6pm Handbell practice 

7pm AA Meeting 

7pm Sanctuary Choir 

9   

8am Ship Counseling 

11:30am Thursday 

Luncheon 

1:30pm Wesleyan 

Circle 

6pm AA Tri-District 

 

10 11 

12 Orchestra Sunday 

9am Chapel  Service 

9am Advent Study 

10am Traditional  

11am Advent Study 

11:30am Contempo-

rary Worship 

6pm Youth Group 

13 

1:30pm Knitting 

Group 

 

 

14 

6:45am Renovare 

9am Ruth Circle Mtg. 

10am UMW Mtg. 

10:30am Staff Meeting 

11:30am UMW Exe. 

12pm Samaritan Appt. 

1-2pm Food Pantry 

4pm Travelers Mtg. 

6pm Trustees Mtg. 

15 

6:30am Men’s Brkfst—

PH 

9:15am Women’s Bi-

ble  

5:45pm Missions 

Meeting 

6pm Handbell practice 

7pm AA Meeting 

7pm Sanctuary Choir 

16 

7:30am Kingdom 

Advisors 

8am Ship Counseling 

11:30am Thursday 

Luncheon 

 

17 

7pm 

Master-

works 

Rehear. 

18 

10am—

8pm Sal-

vation 

Army 

Ringers 

7pm Mas-

terworks 

Concert 

19 Handbells 

9am Chapel  Service 

9am Advent Study 

10am Traditional  

11am Advent Study 

11:30am Contempo-

rary Worship 

6pm Youth Group 

20 

1:30pm Knitting 

Group 

8am Tower  

Topics Submis-

sion 

6pm Finance Mg. 

21 Angel Tree Pick Up 

6:45am Renovare 

10:30am Staff Meeting 

1-2pm Food Pantry  

7pm Longest Night  

Service     

22 Angel Tree Pick Up 

9:15am Women’s Bi-

ble  

6pm Handbell practice 

7pm AA Meeting 

7pm Sanctuary Choir 

23 

8am Ship Counseling 

11:30am Thursday 

Luncheon 

 
       

24 

 

Office 

Closed 

 

 

25 

 

26 

9am One Wor-

ship Service 

6pm Youth Group 

27 

 

8am—12pm 

Office Open 

28 

 

8am—2pm Office 

Open 

12pm Samaritan Appt. 

1-2pm Food Pantry       

29 & 30 

 

8am—12pm Office 

Open 

24 

12pm Candlelight 

Service 

7pm Family Candle-

light Service 

8pm Christmas Eve 

Open House 

11pm Worship Serv.  

31 

Office 

Closed 

 

DECEMBER 2021 
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High Street Church Staff  
Steven Walker, Lead Pastor 

swalker@munciehighstreet.com 

 

Mackenzie Phillips, Associate Pastor 

mphillips@munciehighstreet.com 

 

Casey Headland, Office Administrator: 

cheadland@munciehighstreet.com 

 

Melissa Morris, Financial Administrator: 
mmorris@munciehighstreet.com 

 

Denby Turner, Building Supervisor: 

dturner@munciehighstreet.com 

 

Elisha Lynn, Angels on High Director: 

aohpreschool@munciehighstreet.com 

 

Andrea Hughes, 

   Director of Older Adult Ministries: 

ahughes@munciehighstreet.com 

  

Joy Bricker,  

    Director of Children Ministries: 

jbricker@munciehighstreet.com   

 

Kyle Orr, Director of Youth Ministries: 

korr@munciehighstreet.com   

 

Andrew Crow, Music Director:   

andrew.crow.dma@gmail.com 

 

Ann Hicks, Handbell Director: 

amhicks2@bsu.edu 

 

Clay Arnett, Praise Band Director: 

hclayarnett@yahoo.com  

 

TOWER TOPICS DEADLINE 
 

Article Submission Deadline 

for January is Monday, Dec. 20 
Send Date: Wednesday, December 29 
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Bazaar Caramels 
 

We still have caramels in the 
church office for sale. 

 
$8.00 for 16oz bags. 

 
The would make a great Christmas 

gift!! 

December Wisdom People 
 

Anna Louise Jurt · December 12 · 98 
Westminster Village 

5801 W. Bethel Ave. #169 
Muncie, IN 47304 

 
John Wagner · December 16 · 91 

Lincolnshire Place 
1600 N Morrison Rd. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Lincolnshire+Place+1600+N+Morrison+Rd.+Muncie%2C+IN+47304
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Lincolnshire+Place+1600+N+Morrison+Rd.+Muncie%2C+IN+47304
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