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Join us Sunday’s for Worship: 
 9am - Chapel Worship Service  

10am - Traditional Worship Service  
11:30am - Contemporary Worship Service  
and livestream on Facebook and YouTube 

11am- Worship Radio Broadcast (92.5FM/1340AM) 
(www.wxfn.com). 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
HighStreetUMChurch 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCu_JvJBZjDWbwuki3QSRqXw 

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 8am-4pm 

Friday 8am—Noon 
and you will need to be buzzed in at the door. 

Closed January 17 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wxfn.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cmlmuzii%40bsu.edu%7C00e6341f19f4431f700d08d7d63bd4a3%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C637213424779394962&sdata=RHR22v9rk9IIfLuY%2BnuW5%2B1PjshaxRlgaZhr
https://munciehighstreet.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ac838372a8e3b41eb282c71e&id=386493dce2&e=039769272c
https://munciehighstreet.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ac838372a8e3b41eb282c71e&id=386493dce2&e=039769272c
https://munciehighstreet.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ac838372a8e3b41eb282c71e&id=c24eff9ad7&e=039769272c
https://munciehighstreet.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ac838372a8e3b41eb282c71e&id=c24eff9ad7&e=039769272c
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What’s on Your  
Vision Board?   

 

 

What does it mean to have vision? Accord-
ing to Merriam Webster Dictionary, vision 
means the ability to see, day-dream, to 
hope. I’ve been thinking a lot about this 
idea of vision, especially as we enter into 
this new season in the life of High Street.  

As I reflect on vision I think back to a ques-
tion my roommate asked me our junior 
year, “What's on your vision board?” I was 
immediately taken back by this question as 
I didn't know what a vision board was.  

A vision board is a collage of images and 
words representing a person’s wishes or 
goals, intended to serve as inspiration or 
motivation. It helps us to focus on what 
matters to us. This can include things as 
simple as your dream home, dream job, 
travel destinations.  

As we enter into this new year I think 
about what is on my vision board as we en-
ter into a new year as a church. Here are a 
few of my hopes for us as we move into 
this new year together.  

 

1. Opportunity for Fellowship:  

One of the greatest things we lost 
amid COVID is the ability to simply be 
together in the same physical space. 
As we enter into 2022 I am hopeful, 
walking alongside our new Fellowship 
Team that we can find simple ways 
for us to be in community together 
again in a safe way.  

2. Living into who God needs us to be    
     now 

It is no secret that we will never be 
the church we once were even two 
years ago. There are many beautiful 
parts of our history for us to reflect 
on and value. However, the Lord is 
calling us to live into something new 
in this post-pandemic period. I hope 
that we can open our hearts and 
minds in prayer  to the ways the Lord 
may be working in our church to 
bring the old and new together for 
what the Lord is calling us into in this 
new season.  

So my question for each of you to reflect on 
this month is What is on your vision board? 
What are your hopes and dreams for your 
faith life? What are your hopes and dreams 
for High Street?  

May we enter into this year with our eyes 
centered on the vision that the Lord has set 
before us.  

Blessings,  

       Pastor Mackenzie Phillips 

 

mailto:mphillips@munciehighstreet.com


When we gather, our presence and partici-
pation, we give the gift of community to one 
another. It is that which we give when we 
participate in the lives of our family and 
loved ones. When we stop what we are do-
ing and help our child with homework, at-
tend a play or watch a game we give the gift 
of self. It is that gift we give when we gather 
as a family and head over to the church to 
celebrate Christmas Eve together. 
 
When I listen to my parents talk about their 
childhood it is this they talk about. They re-
late names and places, events, and relation-
ships that are cherished and life-giving. And 
so it was with me on that meager Christmas. 
 
Christmas did show up. It always does. My 
mother was able to put together a Christ-
mas dinner.  Around the table, we sat talking 
and passing the mashed potatoes and gravy, 
the turkey and stuffing, and I with an eye for 
the pumpkin pie waiting for dessert. At that 
moment we laughed and smiled. It did me 
good to see my mother and father at ease 
and enjoying life. It was a blessing to see 
them happy. 
 
As it turned out, that Christmas was the 
best Christmas ever and the most memora-
ble. It didn’t have anything to do with pre-
sents under the tree, but with people. We 
make memories with people, not things.  
  
Christmas will show up and soon.  It will 
come with a truth that is the Christmas 
Spirit. May it come into your life and mine. 
 
                          Merry Christmas, 
                                    Pastor Steven 

I was 15 years old. It was 1975 and the econ-
omy was doing poorly. My dad worked at 
Quaker Maid, a food processing plant for 
the A&P food chain. Three weeks before 
Christmas my dad came home with a “pink 
slip.” He had just been laid off. Further, the 
company would not give out their annual 
“grocery” bonus. You see, for years A&P 
gave out a generous gift certificate during 
the holidays that employees could use at the 
local A&P grocery store. My mother used 
that to stock up on holiday food and provide 
the big Christmas dinner. 
 
My mother was devastated when she heard 
the news. There was no money for presents 
or for a big holiday meal. I remember her 
saying to me with so much sadness and 
pain, “I’m sorry but we are not going to be 
able to get you any christmas this year. We 
won’t be able to have christmas.” I remem-
ber not caring about missing presents. I did 
care about my mother’s pain. I told her that 
was okay, but was not able to fully com-
municate to her that which I felt and 
thought. 
 
A religious awakening was occurring in me 
at that time. I could not understand how 
Christmas could be circumvented by eco-
nomics. I saw the movie. The Grinch cannot 
steal it. 
 
Later I would understand that Christmas 
comes as a gift from God, an expression of 
Divine love that cannot be impeded by the 
sin or brokenness of the world. This gift, of 
course, is the very gift of God’s self. In giving 
the gift of self to one another we participate 
in and celebrate this Divine Way. 
 

The Best Christmas 
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January  2 (Communion & Epiphany Sunday) 
Sermon: “Living an Illuminated Life” 
Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-6, Matthew 2:1-12 
Preaching: Rev. Steven  
 
January 9 (Baptism of the Lord) 
Sermon: “Living a Knowing Life” 
Scripture: Isaiah 43:1-7 
Preaching: Pastor Mackenzie 
 
January 16 
Sermon: “Living a Beloved Life” 
Scripture: Psalm 36:5-10 
Preaching: Rev. Steven  
 
January 23  
Sermon: “Living a Favored Life” 
Scripture: Luke 4:14-21 
Preaching: Kyle Orr (Youth Director) 
 
January 30 
Sermon: “Living a Prophetic Life 
Scripture: Jeremiah 1:1-10, Luke 4:21-30 
Preaching: Pastor Mackenzie  
 
 

January 

FOUNDATION FACTS: 
 
The past two years have brought a basket 
full of challenges. Across our nation the 
pandemic affected health, homes, jobs, life-
styles, and the way we 
worship. 
 
The High Street Founda-
tion embraced this time 
of change by seeking op-
portunities to reach out 
in new ways.  
 
The Foundation supported many things dur-
ing 2021 Including: 
 
• Eleven scholarships for higher education. 
• Choral Scholars. 
• Tech Scholars (sound and video).  
• The Fishhook rebranding project.  
• A couple on the mission field.  
• Remodeling the Pantry.  
• The Barb and Jerry Sparenburg Memorial 

Garden.  
• Staff seminar expenses.  
• Pulpit supply.  
• The Bishops White Gift offering.  
• Updated security system with additional 

outside cameras.  
• The Pantry and Samaritan funds.  
• Video production equipment.  
• The Angel Tree ministry.  
• High Street Children ministry.  
• New table covers for the Handbells.  
• Supporting Masterworks Chorale. 
 
The Foundation consist of 27 different 
funds. Some are designated for a specific 
area and others may be used in an unre-
stricted manner. Should you wish to estab-
lish a Fund please contact Becky Kammeyer, 
(Chairperson of the Foundation).  
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Older Adult Ministries 
Happy New Year friends! It is that time of year 
when many of us pause to consider our lives 
and changes we might like to make. There are 
many New Year resolutions that are made. The 
most popular ones tend to be losing weight, 
getting in shape, quitting smoking or other 
forms of self improvement. Did you know that 
by the time we get to February 1st, most of our 
New Year resolutions have fallen by the way-
side?  
 
The good news is that when God decides to do 
new things, he doesn’t forget and let them fall 
away. In the book of Isaiah we find one of my 
favorite promises from the LORD.  
 
“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the 
past. See, I am doing a new thing! 
 Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am 
making a way in the wilderness and streams in 
the wasteland. The wild animals honor me, the 
jackals and the owls, 
because I provide water in the wilderness and 
streams in the wasteland, to give drink to my 
people, my chosen, the people I formed for my-
self that they may proclaim my praise.” - Isaiah 
43:18-21 
 
When we bring God into our plans and let him 
direct them, we certainly have a higher likeli-
hood of being able to follow through.  
 
 

One of 
my 
hopes 
for my-
self both 
at home 
and 
here at 
church 
can be 

summed up by the idea of decluttering. There is 
a lot of clutter in my world, both physical and 
mental. There was a bit of time when Marie 
Kondo and the art of tidying up were all the big 

deal! I did borrow her book from the library and 
many of the ideas appealed to me as I looked 
around my cluttered house. You may have heard 
the idea that if it doesn’t bring you joy, you can 
toss it. That may be oversimplifying a bit. But, I 
think we can use that to bring our lives alongside 
God’s plan for us. 
 
We hear from Jesus in John 10:10 “The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that 
they may have life, and have it to the full.” If our 
lives are super cluttered with things and with too 
many things to do, we are not living our abundant 
life.  
 
So here’s what I am proposing in my own life. I am 
going to look at my physical things and my time 
things. Am I doing things just to appear busy? 
That’s silly. That is not abundant living and enjoy-
ing life to the fullest. So I will try to eliminate some 
meetings where a phone call or an email would 
suffice. Then I can use that time to get out and en-
joy God’s creation or to go spend some time with 
someone who doesn’t get out much. My physical 
things? I’ll use a little Marie Kondo on those. What 
have I not used in over a year, do I love it? Does it 
bring me good memories of someone I love? Those 
things I plan on keeping. Stuff that is sitting around 
accumulating dust that just makes me sigh in exas-
peration, those things I can maybe clean up and 
donate to a nursing facility or something. Will I do 
this perfectly? Of course not. But any steps I make 
will be steps towards abundant living in God’s plan 
and joining with Him in doing a new thing! 



Page 6        

 January 9th 
Every Sunday morning @ 9am  

From the beginning God Created the World: 
Genesis. 

Children & Youth Ministries 
Dear High Street Parents, 

I am so excited to announce we are starting 
a brand-new curriculum … The Gospel Pro-
ject. 

The Gospel Project is a chronological, gos-
pel-centered Bible study. 

This study is a 3 year journey. Although it is 
difficult to look that far ahead … it is SO ex-
citing to think that when we finish the 3 
year rotation with this study, our children 
will have worked their way through the 
whole Bible. 

Every week we will: 

•Read the Bible story, listen to the story, 
and watch a video that re-teaches the sto-
ry. 

•Review the story together through ques-
tions, discussion, and an activity. 

•Love God by applying the story to our eve-
ryday lives. 

We would love to have your children be a 
part of our class. 

Blessings to you all in this new year! ~ Joy 
 

Children of High Street 
you are invited! 
 
• Learn the Story of the Gospel. 
• Love the God of the Gospel. 
• Live the Mission of the Gospel. 

Acolytes 
We are working on getting back “to nor-
mal” if that is possible. If you have any 
children or youth that would like to learn 
how to be an acolyte contact:  
 

Joy Bricker at:  
 

jbricker@munciehighstreet.com 
 

or 
 

Kyle Orr at: 
 

korr@munciehighstreet.com 

mailto:jbricker@munciehighstreet.com
mailto:jbricker@munciehighstreet.com
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An Amazing Story of a High Street Bible  
Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp for my feet, 
a light on my path. 
 
With the recent presentation of Bibles to sev-
eral of our students, I thought about all the 
Bibles that we have presented over the years. I 
know many of the Bibles have wonderful faith 
stories behind them, but I want to share the 
story of one specific High Street Bible. This 
story started in 2000, but I will begin the story 
at 2011. 
In 2011, a team of 10 High Street ladies trav-
eled on a mission trip to Joy in the Harvest, a 
ministry located in Tanzania, Africa that fo-
cuses on providing expertise and resources 
needed by the church in Africa for making 
Christian disciples. Some of their programs 
included computer education, preaching, de-
veloping a radio station to share the gospel 
with the people of Africa, and care for widows, 
the destitute and orphaned children. The en-
tire team felt very called to participate in the 
mission trip.  Fund raising activities were go-
ing very well. But as the donation amount be-
gan adding up to a level to make the trip feasi-
ble, the question came up, “Are we truly called 
to physically be at Joy in the Harvest or are we 
called to support them?” The amount of mon-
ey needed to transport 10 women and cover 
travel expenses was a hefty amount. Could the 
efforts of Joy in the Harvest be furthered 
more by the team sending the travel money 
directly to them? The team was conflicted. 
Was this concern placed on their hearts from 
God? Was God routing them on a different 
form of mission work, or was this concern 
placed in their heads from Satan to interrupt 
God’s plan? After much prayer, it was deter-
mined the team felt they should proceed. 
As travel plans continued, different team 
members received many small affirmations 
that made them feel they personally had made 
the right decision to proceed. However, the 
first big team affirmation came after the team 
learned that because they were traveling on a 

An Amazing Story of High Street Bibles 
humanitarian trip, the airline would allow each 
team member to take an extra 50 pounds of 
luggage. That was 500 pounds of supplies that 
would be transported without additional cost! 
Among other things, this allowed the team to 
transport twenty-five 2’ x 4’ boxes of acoustical 
tiles for the Joy radio station and recording stu-
dio that was being built. The Joy in the Harvest 
director told the team that because they could 
bring the tiles with them instead of Joy in the 
Harvest having to wait until they were shipped 
via a cargo boat, the projected completion time 
for the radio station was moved up 2 years! And 
the team could bring all the tiles with them for 
free, saving significant shipping costs! The team 
felt affirmed they had made the right call; they 
needed to be the hands and feet of Jesus for 
“Joy” and get those tiles there! 
But God was not done giving the team confir-
mation that their call to Joy in the Harvest was 
His design. One of the assignments that the 
team was given once in Tanzania was to sort 
the supplies from a shipping container that had 
already arrived from America. Anna Ruble, one 
of the team members, was working on sorting 
donated books.  In the middle of sorting, she 
excitedly started waving a Bible. She shouted, 
“Guess what I found!” It was a High Street Bible 
with her brother, Elton’s name on the front, 
however, his name was misspelled! Elton’s given 
name is “Jon”, but on his Bible it had been 
printed as “John”. What greater affirmation 
could they receive than to have this specific 
High Street Bible from 2000 waiting on them? 
The team gave the Bible to man name John who 
had recently become a Christian. 
On return to Muncie, the team asked Karen 
Seifert, the Education Director (whose signa-
ture was in the Bible) about the Bible.  She said 
she remembered sending it back to Cokesbury 
and ordering a new one for Elton, because El-
ton’s name had been misspelled, but she could 
not shed light on how it would have gotten 
from Cokesbury in the United States to Africa 
in the box his sister opened 11 years later! 
Well, the team knew! 
                                                                                                                             
Cynthia Dale 



Serve... 
Drop-Off  

during office hours 

 

Pantry needs 

• Apple Sauce 

• Peanut Butter 

• Potatoes (instant) 

• Vegetables (canned) 

• Diced Tomatoes 

• Brownie Mix 

Family Units Served in 2021: 426 

 

Samaritan Fund Units Served: 364 

   
 Total given for the year: $12,660.00 

Total spent for the year: $12,478.00 
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 PANTRY BLESSINGS 
High Street’s food pantry is a bless-
ing to our local community. We are 
grateful to serve and provide 
$2,500.00-$3,000.00 per month of 
food to people/families in need. 
Members of our congregation do-
nate their time, money, or have 
adopted food items to contribute 
on a monthly basis to make this 
ministry a success. Even with all the 
donations, we still have some items 
that are needed on a frequent basis 
like: 

• Soups (#144 cans/ month), 

• Spaghetti sauce (#64 jars / 
month), 

• Vegetables ( #144 cans / month), 

• Rice (#48-1 lb bags/ month). 

 

Thank you High Street congrega-
tion for your contributions and sup-
port of this local mission. 

               - Your Mission Team 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
2 Communion Sunday 

8:45-10am  SS for all 
9am Chapel Service 
10am Traditional  
10 Children’s Church 
11:30am Contempo-
rary Worship 
6pm Youth Group 

3 

     Office  

       Closed 

4 

6:45am Renovare 
10:30am Staff Meeting 
1-2pm Food Pantry    
6pm Fellowship Team 

5 

9:15am Women’s Bible  
6pm Handbell practice 
7pm AA Meeting 
7pm Sanctuary Choir 

6 

8am Ship Counseling 

7 8 

9 

8:45-10am  SS for all 
9am Chapel Service 
10am Traditional  
10 Children’s Church 
11:30am Contempo-
rary Worship 
6pm Youth Group 

10 
10am UMW Exec-
utive Meeting 
1:30pm Knitting 
Group 

11 

6:45am Renovare 
8am Samaritan Appt. 
10:30am Staff Meeting 
1-2pm Food Pantry    
6pm Trustees Mtg. 

12 

9:15am Women’s Bible  
6pm Handbell practice 
7pm AA Meeting 
7pm Sanctuary Choir 

13  Travelers to FL 

8am Ship Counseling 
6pm AA Tri-District 
 

14 15 

16 

8:45-10am  SS for all 
9am Chapel Service 
10am Traditional  
10 Children’s Church 
11:30am Contempo-
rary Worship 
6pm Youth Group 

17 

 

     Office  

       Closed 

 

18 

6:45am Renovare 
8am Tower  
Topics Submission 
10:30am Staff Meeting 
1-2pm Food Pantry 

 

19 

6:30am Men’s Brkfst—PH 
9:15am Women’s Bible  
6pm Handbell practice 
7pm AA Meeting 
7pm Sanctuary Choir 

20 

7:30am Kingdom 
Advisors 
8am Ship Counseling 
10am Operating 
Team—East District 
 

21 22 

23 

8:45-10am  SS for all 
9am Chapel Service 
10am Traditional  
10 Children’s Church 
11:30am Contempo-
rary Worship 
6pm Youth Group 

24 

1:30pm Knitting 
Group 
 

25 

6:45am Renovare 
8am Samaritan Appt. 
10:30am Staff Meeting 
1-2pm Food Pantry  
 

26 

9:15am Women’s Bible  
6pm Handbell practice 
7pm AA Meeting 
7pm Sanctuary Choir 

27 

8am Ship Counseling 

 
       

28 

 

 

 

29 

 

30 

8:45-10am  SS for all 
9am Chapel Service 
10am Traditional  
10 Children’s Church 
11:30am Contempo-
rary Worship 
6pm Youth Group 

31 

1:30pm Knitting 
Group 

     

JANUARY 2022 
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High Street Church Staff  
Steven Walker, Lead Pastor 

swalker@munciehighstreet.com 

 

Mackenzie Phillips, Associate Pastor 

mphillips@munciehighstreet.com 

 

Casey Headland, Office Administrator: 

cheadland@munciehighstreet.com 

 

Melissa Morris, Financial Administrator: 
mmorris@munciehighstreet.com 

 

Denby Turner, Building Supervisor: 

dturner@munciehighstreet.com 

 

Elisha Lynn, Angels on High Director: 

aohpreschool@munciehighstreet.com 

 

Andrea Hughes, 

   Director of Older Adult Ministries: 

ahughes@munciehighstreet.com 

  

Joy Bricker,  

    Director of Children Ministries: 

jbricker@munciehighstreet.com   

 

Kyle Orr, Director of Youth Ministries: 

korr@munciehighstreet.com   

 

Andrew Crow, Music Director:   

andrew.crow.dma@gmail.com 

 

Ann Hicks, Handbell Director: 

amhicks2@bsu.edu 

 

Clay Arnett, Praise Band Director: 

hclayarnett@yahoo.com  

 

TOWER TOPICS DEADLINE 
 

Article Submission Deadline 

for February is Tuesday, Jan. 18 
Send Date: Wednesday, January 26 
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Thank you! 
I would like to thank everyone for 
all the prayers, cards, visits, calls, 
and other support for me during 

my cancer and recouperation. 

Thanks be to God for my healing! 

Susan Cartwright 

January Wisdom People 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Don Scott · January 24 · 91 

914816 Heritage Circle 
Muncie, IN 47303 

A BIG Thank You!! 
Thanks so much to everyone who helped bring 

in the trees and set them up. Thanks too to 
everyone who helped decorate the trees, the 

walls, the doors, the display case, and the nativ-
ities. Those things are what makes our church 

look like Advent and reminds us that 
Christ is coming ! 
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