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Join us Sunday’s for Worship: 
 9am - Chapel Worship Service (in-person)  

10am - Traditional Worship Service (in-person) 
and livestream on Facebook and YouTube) 

11am- Worship Radio Broadcast 
(102.9FM/1340AM) (www.wxfn.com). 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
HighStreetUMChurch 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCu_JvJBZjDWbwuki3QSRqXw 

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 8am-4pm 

Friday 8am—Noon 
and you will need to be buzzed in at the door. 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wxfn.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cmlmuzii%40bsu.edu%7C00e6341f19f4431f700d08d7d63bd4a3%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C637213424779394962&sdata=RHR22v9rk9IIfLuY%2BnuW5%2B1PjshaxRlgaZhr
https://munciehighstreet.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ac838372a8e3b41eb282c71e&id=386493dce2&e=039769272c
https://munciehighstreet.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ac838372a8e3b41eb282c71e&id=386493dce2&e=039769272c
https://munciehighstreet.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ac838372a8e3b41eb282c71e&id=c24eff9ad7&e=039769272c
https://munciehighstreet.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ac838372a8e3b41eb282c71e&id=c24eff9ad7&e=039769272c
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Stand firm. Don’t give up. Keep at it. Per-
sistence pays off. I like these phrases. They 
encourage me to keep plugging away at the 
ministry, especially so in challenging times. 
This is the point of the Bible verse at the 
top of this article. Notice the key motivator 
and spiritual truth, “your labor in the Lord 
is not in vain.” 
 
Therefore, with dogged determination and 
the knowledge that what we do in the 
name of Jesus is always meaningful and im-
pactful, High Street moves forward in eve-
ry important aspect of the ministries of 
teaching, 
preaching, wor-
shiping, healing, 
helping, and 
supporting. 
 
Heritage Sun-
day was a great 
example of pro-
gress and the 
fruit of our labor together. This beautiful 
day saw a marked increase in worship at-
tendance. The reception following was re-
ceived with joy as it marked an opening of 
fellowship that has been longed for since 
the implementation of pandemic mitiga-
tion measures. Our youth and children’s 
ministry saw their largest attendance since 
relaunching. Our chapel and traditional 
services are slowly growing. We hope for 
similar gains with the relaunch of our con-
temporary service. It will take time. 
 
There is still much work to do. There is yet 
more progress to make. The work of the 

church and her people is never finished. We 
must keep at it as we strive to teach the 
Christian faith to young and old alike. We 
must endeavor to do our best in looking out 
into our community finding ways to engage, 
bless and embrace. 
 
All of this will take time, perhaps years to 
just recover from pandemic disruption. Our 
lay leadership will need to make wise deci-
sions in funding this recovery. Yet our aim is 
not simply recovery to where we were, but 
recovery into where God is leading us into 
our best self for the sake of our Muncie 

community. 
 
For High Street to do 
this it will take the 
commitment of all of 
us, both to the Good 
Lord and to one an-
other. Do your part, 
pull your weight, en-
gage in the ministry 

of God’s calling. Share your gifts, talents, 
and treasure for the purposes of God 
through God’s beloved High Street. 
 
Standing Firm, 
 
       Pastor Steven 

 

                                                                   

Persistence Pays Off 

T herefore, my dear brothers and sis-
ters, stand firm. Let nothing move 

you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of 
the Lord, because you know that your labor in 
the Lord is not in vain.”  

                     - 1 Corinthians 15:58 
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Radio Mission 
 
What About the Radio ? 
 
We have heard much discussion about the 
radio broadcast of our worship service.  
In this day of FB, streaming, live broadcasts 
and ZOOM, is the radio a needed service? 
 
Do people still use the radio broadcast at all? 
At our recent U.M.W. Executive Meeting, we 
discussed and discussed some more 
about the viability and necessity of High 
Street's long-time worship service on Sun-
day mornings. It is expensive! In this day of 
dwindling income, is the radio good a use of 
our money? Many of our homebound mem-
bers don't have access to computers or 
phones that would allow them other ways to 
stay connected. It was an easy decision to 
support the radio broadcast with $7000 
from our Myra Author Memorial Fund. 
 
We are so glad to enable our friends to listen 
to High Street's worship service where ever 

Synopsis 
It has been noted that humans are social 
creatures. Today’s text explores an ancient 
story that speaks to our need for compan-
ionship, family, and community. The story 
also presents a male dominance structure 
but, as it should be observed, is a result of 
the “fall” of man. Counter that with the 
gospel of Jesus which has been understood 
as creating a new creation that marks rela-
tionships as mutually submissive and in 
service to one another. This is the power of 
a companion as a helpmate. 
 
October 3 - (Holy Communion) 
Sermon: “The Power of Helpmate” 
Scripture: Genesis 2:18-24 
Preaching: Rev. Steven Walker 
 
October 10 
Sermon: “Grace in Time of Need” 
Scripture: Hebrews 4:12-16 
Preaching: Rev. Steven Walker 
 
October 17 
Sermon: “Making it to the Top” 
Scripture: Psalm 104: 1-9, 24, 35, 
                   Mark 10:35-45 
Preaching: Rev. Steven Walker 
 
October 24 
Sermon: “Seeing is Believing” 
Preaching: Rev. Steven Walker  
 
October 31 
Sermon:  Monster Mash: “Exploring the 
Monsters” of the Bible 
Preaching: Pastor Mackenzie Phillips 

October 

 
Our deep appreciation from 

the Archives Committee to the 
Pastors and church staff, extra 
volunteers, and all who turned 
out to make Heritage Sunday a 

grand celebration of High 
Street’s story.  Thank you, all! 
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Older Adult Ministries 
Friends, 
I hope many of you were able to join us for 
our Heritage Sunday last month. If not, 
there is a video available on our church’s 
YouTube page under Worship Services for 
September 19th. I enjoyed watching the 
displays expand over several weeks as our 
archive committee worked to honor our 
heritage with items, pictures and articles 
from High Street’s history.  
 
I also attended 
last month, a 
seminar on grief 
out in Colorado. 
While the con-
ference focused 
on companion-
ing with be-
reaved individu-
als, we spent a 
lot of time tell-
ing our own sto-
ries. Stories of how grief has touched our 
lives, how we handled it, or didn’t. Stories 
about our loved ones. 
 
It is good to continue to tell and retell our 
stories. It’s important to tell our personal 
stories of our lives, but also to tell our per-
sonal stories of our faith. We used to call 
that testimony or witnessing. We don’t use 
those words much anymore. They feel 
very old fashioned. But the idea behind 
them is still something we would do well 
to remember.  
 
Just as other folks need to hear about how 
we got into trouble the first time, or forgot 
our wallet on our first date, or adopted the 

stray dog that was hurt beside the 
road. They also need to hear how 
you remember hearing your grand-
ma sing as you stood in the pew be-
side her as a small child, how your 
dad was always the one to pray, 
how hard it was to pray after you 
lost your first close family member, 
how Jesus came through with the 
friends you needed when you were 

hurting, how those 
scriptures you memo-
rized in Bible school are 
what helped you when 
you didn’t know what to 
pray.  
 
There’s an old hymn that 
I dearly love, “I Love to 
Tell the Story.” The last 
verse of that hymn is so 
powerful to me. 
I love to tell the story 

for those who know it best 
Are hungering and thirsting to hear 
it like the rest 
And when in scenes of glory, I sing 
the new, new song, 
Twill be the old, old story that I 
have loved so long. 
 
Those who know it best are hun-
gering and thirsting to hear it like 
the rest. Just like we love to retell 
stories about our childhood at 
Thanksgiving or sharing stories 
when we meet new friends, or re-
membering old stories with old 
friends. The story of Jesus and His 
love is one we also need to tell with 
relish and joy. 
                         - Andrea Hughes 
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Thursday Luncheon Schedule 

Thursday Luncheon is off and running! 
Coming up in October: 
 
October 7th: TBA 
 
October 14th: 
   Eastern Gate Quartet - gospel quartet 
 
October 21: 
    Jen Midkiff - harpist and singer, jazz, 
Celtic, standards, who knows what variety 
she’ll bring with her! 
 
October 28th: 
   Don Paff - Gospel singer 
 
November 4th: (Because I want you to 
know before we get to November!) 
   Scott Lamperd - Gospel  
singer and guitarist. 
 
Lunch is $5 and our cook Karen is back in 
the kitchen! A few of the artists are coming 
for a love offering only, so bring a little ex-
tra cash so we can send them on their way 
with a blessing. 
 

God is Calling You to help High 
Street request a blessing... 
I am writing this to invite you to an adven-
ture in trusting God to provide His blessing 
for a project that will take very little time, 
and have potentially great impact on our 
church life, our church, and change your 
life forever. As a forty-year member of High 
Street, I have been involved in many things 
—Choir, Missions, Teaching, Pastor/
Parish—and recently, have  been praying 
for what I should do next. As crazy it 
sounds, God’s answer seems to be to begin 
a ministry of prayer to our church services. 
I don’t pretend to know what God wants it 
to be, and it is not a replacement for our 
“Joys and Concerns” prayer team and the 
wide variety of prayer requests and expres-
sions of thanks that arrive weekly for shar-
ing with our ongoing prayer team. That 
cannot be replaced. 
 
What I am asking  for is at least one other 
person who will join with me in praying 

throughout one of our 
church services at High 
Street on a weekly basis. I am 
not sure what this will look 
like, but I have come to be-
lieve that God is calling us to 
do this. When we look at the 
many times in the Bible in the 

Old Testament and New Testament when 
people who believe, “cried out to God” for 
help, God rewarded them by being God, 
and by hearing and answering their pray-
ers. I am resolved to follow God’s leading in 
this am praying along with others with 
whom I’ve shared this calling, that if this 
touches your heart, you will call me and ask 
to visit over coffee and help you discern if 
you feel called to do this along with me. 
Thank you for your consideration and your 
willingness to explore this Holy journey. Jim 
Needham, call/text (765) 744-6323. 
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HIGH STREET TRAVELERS 
Since 1974 

    Life is a journey. Come along for the ride! 

Travelers! We did it! It didn’t look exactly 
like we planned, but we had four delightful 
trips this year. I want to thank you for your 
flexibility, creativity and sense of adven-
ture. Together we figured out how to navi-
gate low staff, forgetful caterers, and re-
membering our vaccination records among 
other things. While we were at it we saw 
wonderful things and made new friends 
and reconnected with old friends.  
 
Our trips for 2022 are taking shape. You’ll 
be hearing soon about a meeting with Bob 
Levy from Premier World Discovery to 
learn more about our longer trips through 
his travel agency. I am also working with 
another agent to put together some short 
term and day trips that will also be less ex-
pensive. Stay tuned for those to come to-
gether. We also have one more trip planned 
with Thomson Travel to Florida in January. 
We still have room for you to come along 
and escape Indiana winter for a while. 
 
We are also sadly having to say goodbye to 
our wonderful Travelers’ office volunteer, 
Shirley Mize. She will be heading to Florida 
as well. I cannot tell you how much I appre-
ciate her help navigating the craziness that 
was last year’s chaos in the Travelers’ office. 
She was so grace filled helping me learn the 
ropes this year as we were finally able to 
get some trips underway. Thank you 
Shirley! 
 
That being said, I am looking for some 
friends to come together to form a team to 

continue to provide service for our travel-
ers. We’re doing things a little differently 
than in the past. We are not doing the book-
ing from our office. We are simply coordi-
nating trips, payments and communications. 
If you would be willing to volunteer a few 
hours here and there to help deal with mail, 
payments and phone calls, let me know.  
 
I am looking forward to many more trips to-
gether and forming a team to continue mov-
ing forward together. Thankful for those 
who got us to where we are today. Waiting 
in expectancy to see what and who God has 
in store for our future. 
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Children & Youth Ministries 

Youth Ministry at High Street is back! After 
a such a challenging season, it’s a huge 
blessing to have students again. The return 
may be gradual, but it’s happening none-
theless, and for that I’m so thankful. We 
know and trust that God is able to provide, 
and that he does so in his own, perfect tim-
ing. There are a lot of exciting things going 
on in the Youth Ministry. For several weeks, 
we’ve been diving into the Word during 
Sunday School. After a few shorter series 
on God’s Goodness and on the Gospel, 
we’ve just launched a new series aimed at 
helping students understand the overarch-
ing story that runs through the entire Bible. 
At the end of the series, students who have 
yet to receive their Third Grade Bible will 
be given one, now equipped to read and 
understand it a little better than before. 
Our first day of the Bible series saw the 
highest attendance I’ve had at a youth event 
since starting at this church. I’ve been 
blown away by how sharp, active and pas-

sionate these guys have been in our Sunday 
morning discussions. They want to know 
what the Bible says and are eager to put it 
into practice. 

We’ve also relaunched Sunday night Youth 
Group. While Sunday School is more Bible 
study focused, in Youth Group we empha-
size fellowship. We’ll spend time playing 
games and worshipping together, before 
getting in the Word for a short devotional 
and group discussion. This group is a blast 
to play games with, full of energy and spirit. 
But it’s especially exciting for me to see the 
students really getting into worship – rais-
ing their voices and hands in praise.  

I’m so ex-
cited to 
see and 
experi-
ence the 
future of 
Youth 
Ministry 
at High 
Street. 
Students 
are com-
ing back, 
they’re engaging with Scripture and with 
each other, and, most importantly, they are 
growing in their faith. Once again, there is a 
lot to be excited about in High Street Youth 
Ministry.        - Kyle Orr and Joy Bricker 

Students Jonah, and Joshua playing Capture 
the Flag with Youth volunteer Jacob 

Students Jonah, Avery and Josh-
ua playing in the Youth Area 
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Just a reminder that, because of privacy 
laws, hospitals no longer phone churches 
to let us know that you are a patient, 
even if you've told them the name of your 
church when you were admitted.   

Offering Envelopes 

It's that time again! Would you like to have 
envelopes for the 2022 year? 

If so please email Melissa 
at mmorris@munciehighstreet.com or 
call the church office and let us know 

by October 15. 

I would like to receive offering en-
velopes for the 2022 year. 

 
Name: ________________ 

 
Address: _______________ Tower Topics 

Are you going to be temporarily away for the 
winter, have you recently moved, are mov-
ing, or have you changed your phone num-
ber recently. Please let the church know. 
You can email Casey Headland at chead-
land@munciehighstreet.com or call the 
church office with your updated infor-
mation.  Thank You! 

Would you like a visit? 
You might be getting a call. Pastor 
Steven, Pastor Mackenzie, and Andrea 
Hughes are starting to make home 
visit to get to know you better. If you 
would like a call/visit and haven’t re-
ceived one call the church office to 
set up a visit time today. They would 
love to hear and meet with you. If you 
aren’t quite ready for an in-person 
visit they would still love to chat with 
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Serve... 
Drop-Off  

during office hours 

 

Pantry needs 

• Apple Sauce 
• Soup 
• Jelly 
• Bottled water  

for Bridges  
 
 

Family Units Served in 2021: 282 

 

Samaritan Fund Units Served: 157 

This is what we have received and spent 
for Samaritan Fund year-to-date. 

Received $6808 

Spent $6281  

Samaritan Fund 
 
The Samaritan Fund is High Street United 
Methodist Church’s way to help people in 
poverty who are struggling to pay their 
bills.  In addition to limited financial help, 
we also discuss other places to get help, 
and have a conversation (which might be 
lighthearted or serious).  In non-pandemic 
times, we also provided a lunch and ate to-
gether.  We take appointments on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesdays each month. 
 
Are you interested in learning more about 
the Samaritan Fund and/or getting in-
volved?  Our main need is for financial do-
nations (High Street is one of very few 
places in Delaware County that helps with 
bills).  If you’d like to do more, especially 
after the pandemic, you could provide the 
lunch, come and visit with our guests dur-
ing the lunchtime, or be trained to do in-
terviews.  If you would like more infor-
mation, please call the church office to talk 
to one of the volunteers directly. 
 
 You can also help by telling people about 
our Samaritan Fund and share our info card 
with more community resources.  This is a 
great way to reach out to someone in need! 
 
 Telling people about our Samaritan Fund 
resource is also a great (and sneaky!) way 
to mention the value of High Street in gen-
eral.  Telling them that High Street has 
been important in the lives of others (not 
just us – it’s always about more than us) is 
another method to share the value of our 
community. 
 
                                  - Jennifer Rice-Snow 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
     1 2 

3 Communion 

9am Chapel  

Worship Service 

10am Traditional 

Worship Service 

11:30am Contem-

porary Worship 

4 

1-2pm Food Pantry       
5 

6:45am Renovare 

7pm Church Council 

and Special Confer-

ence 

 

 

6 

9am Women’s Bible  

2pm Stewardship Mtg. 

6pm Handbell practice 

7pm AA Meeting 

7pm Sanctuary Choir 

7 

8am Ship Counseling 

11:30am Thursday 

Luncheon 

 

 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

9am Chapel  

Worship Service 

10am Traditional 

Worship Service 

11:30am Contem-

porary Worship 

11 

1-2pm Food Pantry 

7pm Nominations 

Committee—Parlor 

 

 

 

12 

6:45am Renovare 

9:00am Ruth Circle 

10:30am Staff Meeting 

12pm Samaritan Appt. 

6pm Connect Team 

6:00pm Trustees Mtg. 

13 

9am Women’s Bible 

6pm Handbell practice 

7pm AA Meeting 

7pm Sanctuary Choir 

14 

8am Ship Counseling 

11:30am  Luncheon 

6pm AA Tri-District 

Meeting—Parlor 

 

 

15 16 

 

17 Handbells play 

9am Chapel  

Worship Service 

10am Traditional 

Worship Service 

11:30am Contem-

porary Worship 

18 

8am Tower Topics 

               Submission 

1-2pm Food Pantry 

6pm Finance Com-

mittee 

19 

6:45am Renovare 

10:30am Staff Meeting 

 

20 

7am Men’s Brkfst—PH 

9am Women’s Bible 

6pm Handbell practice 

7pm AA Meeting 

7pm Sanctuary Choir 

 

21 

7:30am Kingdom 

Advisors 

8am Ship Counseling 

11:30am Thursday 

Luncheon 

1:30pm Wesleyan 

22 

 

23 

24 

9am Chapel  

Worship Service 

10am Traditional 

Worship Service 

11:30am Contem-

porary Worship 

25 

1-2pm Food Pantry 

26 

6:45am Renovare 

10:30am Staff Meeting 

12pm Samaritan Appt. 

6:30pm Staff Parish 

27 

9am Women’s Bible 

6pm Handbell practice 

7pm AA Meeting 

7pm Sanctuary Choir 

28 Bazaar set up 

8am Ship Counseling 

1:30pm Wesleyan  

29 

 

30 

31 

9am Chapel  

Worship Service 

10am Traditional 

Worship Service 

11:30am Contem-

porary Worship 

  29 

5pm Truck or Treat—

Parking lot 

6-9pm Kid’s Night Out 

30 

 

 

9am-12pm Bazaar 

 

  

OCTOBER 2021 
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Sock Drive 
Coming in November... 

 
 

High Street Church Staff  
Steven Walker, Lead Pastor 

swalker@munciehighstreet.com 

 

Mackenzie Phillips, Associate Pastor 

mphillips@munciehighstreet.com 

 

Casey Headland, Office Administrator: 

cheadland@munciehighstreet.com 

 

Melissa Morris, Financial Administrator: 
mmorris@munciehighstreet.com 

 

Denby Turner, Building Supervisor: 

dturner@munciehighstreet.com 

 

Elisha Lynn, Angels on High Director: 

aohpreschool@munciehighstreet.com 

 

Andrea Hughes, 

   Director of Older Adult Ministries: 

ahughes@munciehighstreet.com 

  

Joy Bricker,  

    Director of Children Ministries: 

jbricker@munciehighstreet.com   

 

Kyle Orr, Director of Youth Ministries: 

korr@munciehighstreet.com   

 

Andrew Crow, Music Director:   

andrew.crow.dma@gmail.com 

 

Ann Hicks, Handbell Director: 

amhicks2@bsu.edu 

 

Clay Arnett, Praise Band Director: 

hclayarnett@yahoo.com  

 

TOWER TOPICS DEADLINE 
 

Article Submission Deadline 

for Sept. is Monday, Oct. 18 
Send Date: September 27 

Memorial 

In Memory of John Blackburn 
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October Wisdom People 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Virginia Metro · October 16 · 90 
3400 W. Riggin Rd. #26 
Muncie, IN 47304 
 
Wilbert Chesnut · October 28 · 91 
10708 N. Mansfield St. 
Muncie, IN 47303 
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