
 
 It was not long after 5 p.m., and 
Kody Gilge, owner of Bear Paw Paint, 
was just returning to his home near 
6th Street and 4th Avenue.
 He said he noticed some smoke 
around the corner and decided to take 
a look at what was going on.
 “I saw a bunch of smoke coming out 
of the back of the house and an old 
couple standing out front,” Gilge said. 
“It looked like too much for a barbe-
cue.”
 The couple was Les and Lorna 
Solberg, the grandparents of Kaydee 
Carnahan,  who just bought the house 
at 406 6th St. with her boyfriend, 
Kortez Franks, and had moved in last 
weekend. 
 The Solbergs were waiting on the 
front porch of the house for their 
granddaughter to get home from work 
to have dinner.
 Carnahan said her grandparents 
were approached by a kid on a bike 
who asked if they lived there. He told 
them that the house was on fire.
 After Gilge saw the flames and 
checked with the Solbergs, he went and 
knocked on the door. When he didn’t 
hear a response, he kicked down the 
door to see what he could save.
 According to Gilge, shortly after he 
got inside he was joined by someone 
else and the two grabbed whatever 
they could and brought it out into the 

yard for as long as they could.
 “On the second or third trip the 
flames and smoke got so bad we 
couldn’t see anything,” Gilge said. “It 
got bad so quick.”
 When Carnahan and Franks got 
home, they watched firefighters try 
and save their new home. Friends and 
neighbors held and consoled them.
 Within 15 minutes of news of the 
fire being posted to HavreDailyNews.
com and the paper’s Facebook page, 
comments from sympathetic readers 
began coming in asking how they could 
help, wanting to know clothing sizes 
and anything else the fire’s victims 
would need.
 This morning Carnahan said that 
she and some of the people who work 
with her and her boyfriend at Walmart 
would be setting up an account at 
Stockman Bank through which people 
could provide financial assistance.
 Carnahan said physical items that 
people want to donate can be brought 
to her grandparents’ house, at 1111 5th 
St., Apt. 3.
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Flames lick the back porch of 406 6th St. during a multi-house fire Monday 
evening. 
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Havre firefighters try to open a hole in the roof of 406 6th St. during a multi-house fire, which started around 5:15 p.m. 
Monday evening.

 Being a City Council 
member appears to be one 
of the least popular jobs in 
Havre.
 One seat from each 
ward will be voted on this 
November: Pam Hillery’s 
seat in Ward 1, Cal Long’s 
in Ward 2, Bob Kaul’s in 
Ward  3  and  Andrew 
Brekke’s in Ward 4.
 Three of those council 
members will not be run-
ning again, and local politi-
cal party leaders have said it’s been 
difficult to find candidates to file to 
run by the deadline at 5 p.m. 
Thursday, June 30.
 Three people have filed so far, one 
in every ward but Ward 3.
 For the Republican party, former 
Sunnyside Intermediate School 
Principal Brian Barrows has filed for 
the Ward 2 seat and Chair of the Hill 
County Republican Party and incum-
bent Brekke filed to run for his seat 
again.
 Brekke said that Barrows, who 

just finished his last year as princi-
pal, fit the bill for a Republican can-
didate.

   “We  a lways 
look for someone 
people admire 
and respect and 
someone  that 
people know in 
the community,” 
Brekke said.
   As for his own 
seat, Brekke said 
he had been con-
flicted but ulti-
mately decided 
to pursue anoth-
er term.

   “I’ve enjoyed my time on the coun-
cil. So I decided to run again,” Brekke 
said. “I really didn’t want to do this, 
but I’ve talked to a lot of people who 
have encouraged me to run again. It’s 
already challenging to find candidates 
in Ward 4.
 “Back to the grind again, I guess.”
 The only Democrat to file, as of 
Tuesday morning, was Bonnie 
Parenteau in Ward 1.
 “Nobody is filing,” Parenteau said. 
“I wanted someone to step up. Since 
no one else was, I thought I would.”

 John Musgrove, chair of the Hill 
County Democratic Party, said that 
he felt Parenteau would be a good 

replacement for Hillery, 
whose place she could take.
    “She’s a newcomer to it, 
but I’ll think she’ll do well,” 
Musgrove said. “She has 
experience in a few areas 
that are important, and 
she’s a good solid citizen, 
living in Havre for most of 
her life.”
    As far as putting candi-
dates forth for the remain-
ing wards, both parties 
said they were talking to 
candidates they hoped 

would fi le by the deadline on 
Thursday, but could not name names.
 “We have some possibilities,” 
Musgrove said. “The phone calls are 
out.”
 “We should have candidates for at 
least one of those other wards,” 
Brekke said.
 Brekke also said that, despite a 
slow tentative start, he felt the elec-
tion’s outcome could be interesting.
 “I think it’s a unique opportunity 
for Havre, with all of the people that 
have chosen not to file.”

Local Democrats, Republicans struggle 
to find candidates for open council seats
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Havre firefighters work in and above the house at 406 6th St. during a multi-house fire Monday. Some witnesses 
had gotten into the house and started moving items to the lawn before firefighters arrived.

Fire guts home, 
damages another

Community comes 
to aid of fire victims
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 At 5:21 p.m. Monday a large, multi-
house fire was reported on 6th Street, 
between 4th and 5th avenues.
 The Havre Fire Department sent 14 
firefighters with three fire engines and 
an ambulance to the blaze that started 
at 406 6th St. before it spread around 
the corner to 603 4th Ave.
 According to Havre Fire Chief Dave 
Sheppard, the fire started in the back-
yard of the first house, from what ini-
tial investigation appears to have been 
a barbecue that had been left on.
 After the fire caught on the porch 
of the house, Sheppard said the gas 
line to the house “malfunctioned” and 
began shooting flames on the fence 
and then to the house beyond it.
 Observers said they saw flames 

shooting into the sky, twice the height 
of the house.
 Some early observers had already 
gotten into the house and had started 
removing items from the house before 
firefighters arrived around 5:22 p.m.
 Sheppard said local firefighters 
were joined by emergency responders 
from Chinook and Blaine County.
 Kaydee Carnahan, who just bought 
the house on 6th Street earlier this month 
with her boyfriend, Kortez Franks, and 
had only spent two nights in the house, 
arrived on the scene at 5:30 p.m.
 Carnahan said she was at work 
when a friend called to tell her the 
house was burning.
 “I think I was just more just in 
shock than anything,” Carnahan said. 
“I didn’t believe it at first, I thought 
my friend was playing a joke on me.”
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■  See Fire Page A5

How you can help
 Financial contributions can be 
given to an account being set up 
at Stockman Bank.
 Physical items can be donated 
to Les and Lorna Solberg, at 
1111 5th St., Apt. 3.


