
By Khristopher J. Brooks 
khristopher.brooks@jacksonville.com

Not long ago, the Rev. 
R.L. Gundy learned the 
City Council was consider-
ing a city ordinance change 
aimed to extend basic hu-
man rights to Jacksonville’s 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community. 

At the time, he didn’t 
know many specifics about 
the proposal, but he still 
made it a priority to voice 
his opinion.

“I told them that this 
was wrong on the first day 
they were considering it,” 
said Gundy, vice president 
of Jacksonville’s South-
ern Christian Leadership 
Conference. “I told them 
they have no idea how 
much harm this would do 
and they don’t know what 
they’re getting themselves 
into.”

Gundy isn’t the only one 
who opposes the proposed 
change. Many local black 
pastors say they support 
equal rights for every-
one, but there’s something 
morally wrong with this 
law. They take offense to 
the LGBT community de-
manding rights by assert-
ing that gays and lesbians 
are no different than any 
other minority group that 
has fought for equality.

“But to say it’s the same 
as black folk, well, to me, 
it’s not the same,” said 
pastor Gary L. Williams 
of First Baptist Church of 
Mandarin. “It’s being made 
to sound the same, but it 
isn’t. 

“I was born black. This 
skin isn’t coming off. I had 
no choice.”

In early May, Council-
man Warren Jones, who 
is black, filed a bill that 
hoped to outlaw discrimi-
nation in hiring or promo-
tion, housing or access to 
public accommodations 
like hotels, movie theaters 
and restaurants based on a 
person’s sexual orientation. 
The bill has backing from 
former Jacksonville elected 
officials and city business 
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State Sen. Audrey 
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her faith is strong, 
she believes in equal 
rights for everyone.
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Views on Race, Faith, Gays

Opposition to homosexuality
Overall, African-Americans as an ethnic group say that homosexuality should be discouraged when compared to the rest of the 
population. Among African-Americans, members of evangelical churches showed the most conservative viewpoints while those who 
expressed no religious affiliation were least conservative. Percentages shown are those who say homosexuality should be discouraged.

Overall Religious affiliation Protestants

46%

40%

Protestants

48%

51%

Catholics

37%

30%

Unaffiliated

32%

20%

46%

46%

Members of historically black churches

58%

64%

Members evangelical churches

42%

34%

Members mainline churches

African Americans Total population

Ben.Pirotte@jacksonville.comSource: Pew Forum U.S. Religious Landscape Survey, conducted in 2007, released in 2008

Question wording: “Now I’m going to read you a few pairs of statements. For each pair, tell me whether the FIRST statement or the SECOND statement comes closer to 
your own views, even if neither is exactly right. 1 - Homosexuality is a way of life that should be accepted by society OR 2 - Homosexuality is a way of life that should be 
discouraged by society.” 
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Pastor Gary L. Williams: The pastor of the First Baptist Church of Mandarin said he doesn’t think it’s 
right to say being gay is the same as being black.

By Charles Broward
charles.broward@jacksonville.com

George Zimmerman’s support-
ers say he was standing his ground 
in shooting Sanford teen Trayvon 
Martin. Marissa Alexander’s sup-
porters say firing a warning shot 
does not warrant the 20-year pris-
on term the Jacksonville woman is 
now serving.

Plenty of public figures, grass-
level protesters and others here 
and across the country have put 
in their 2 cents on both issues. But 
what do the people who make, re-
visit and sometimes repeal these 
laws think?

The Times-Union polled the 
14 state legislators in its coverage 
area to get their stances on the two 
statutes. Sens. Evelyn Lynn and 
Stephen Wise and Rep. Charles 
Van Zant did not respond to sev-
eral inquiries, but 11 of their col-
leagues expressed opposing parti-
san views while all said they would 
be willing to re-examine the laws 
for ways to improve them.

Sen. Audrey Gibson took the 
most aggressive stance, saying 
she believes a special session of 
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By Genaro C. Armas
Associated Press

BELLEFONTE, Pa. | Jerry Sandusky’s 
lawyers said Saturday they asked 
to resign from his child sex abuse 
case on the eve of trial but the 
judge turned them down.

Karl Rominger and Joe Amendo-
la said that as jury 
selection began 
they made a sealed 
motion saying they 
had not been given 
enough time to ade-
quately prepare, but 
Judge John Cleland 
ruled against them 
after discussion in his chambers.

“We told the trial court, the Supe-
rior Court and the Supreme Court 
we were not prepared to proceed 
to trial in June due to numerous 
issues, and we asked to withdraw 
from the case for those reasons,” 
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