
Pamela Rhodes-Priore foresees oodles of noodles in her future, but she wouldn’t have 
it any other way. As PetHelpers Outreach Coordinator, she’s organized the 2nd annual 
Spayghetti, happening this weekend at 12 area restaurants. On James Island, it’s 
Mondo DeLite and JPaulz. For other locations, see pethelpers.org. 

Along with giving back, Spayghetti is chance for each chef to improvise new menu 
items. JPaulz introduced Lobster Mac and Cheese last year; it was so well-received, it’s 
become a permanent fixture. This year, JPaulz has planned two new specials for the 
benefit. Cafe Fork will be serving up a spicy Sicilian sausage platter, and Mondo DeLite 
will be serving a classic plate of Spayghetti no balls. Diners simply go to a participating 
restaurant for lunch or dinner, order one or more of specials, and part of each meal’s 
proceeds go to PetHelpers. PetHelpers uses these funds to provide low-to-no cost 
spay and neuter procedures to the community, for pets and feral animals alike.

It definitely gives you “paws” when you consider that in six years, one cat can birth 
over 420,000 kittens, and one dog, 67,000 puppies. As Kevin Ryan, Executive Director, 
tells it, there is no way for a community to adopt its way out of that problem. Individual 
pets are also better off spayed/neutered: they are better behaved, less likely to stray, 
and reduces their risk of some cancers. Spayed/neutered animals also bond better with 
their human families. 

Pet Helpers is a no-kill shelter--every animal that arrives there will reside there until it 
finds a family. Every time a pet is adopted, its place is filled with a new homeless pet. 
Finding homes for animals, providing on-site affordable spay/neuter, conducting trap 
neuter release (TNR) programs for feral animals, and spreading awareness about pet 
overpopulation prevention, are all part of PetHelpers mission. Not a month goes by 
that Pet Helpers isn’t walking the walk for animal welfare: they make regular 
appearances on local radio and television programs; their animals are also featured on 
the rear pages of West Of and James Island Messenger. Any given weekend they are 
holding adoption events at PetSmart, Petco, Old Navy, or farmers markets. In addition 
to Spayghetti, there’s Paws Go Red, March’s 12th Annual Oyster Roast, a tie-in with 
April’s Cooper River Bridge Run, and May’s Leslie McCravy Memorial 5K. 

Ryan says, “Ultimately we want a community with no homeless animals. With our 
volunteers’ help, we were able to get 500 more animals adopted than 2 years ago, and 
300 more than one year ago. This year our goal is 2013 animals adopted in 2013. 
Some had suggested that a Deep South city couldn’t be a leader in no-kill kennels and 
prevention-versus-euthanasia initiatives, but Charleston’s done it. Regionally, 
Charleston is a beacon in animal welfare, it’s inspired other communities to take on 
similar projects of their own.”
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Pet Helpers impact is even more remarkable when you realize it’s been in operation 
less than forty years. Its story began in the mid-70s, when 8000 animals were 
euthanized per year in Charleston. When she learned about this, Folly resident Carol 
Linville felt compelled to change that. She started an “adopt a pet” newspaper 
column, finding homes for homeless pets, one at a time. Her efforts spawned 
PetHelpers, and attracted like-minded animal lovers. 

Over time, Pet Helpers was able to move into a house on Folly Road, where it operated 
from 1992-2008. That December, Pet Helpers moved into a custom-built facility across 
the street. It houses 130-150 cats and 40-60 dogs at any one time. There is also the 
Greer Spay Neuter Clinic, named for local animal welfare advocates Hank and Laurel 
Greer, who generously donated the funds to make the clinic possible. Drs. Jack Love 
and Janet McKim are its on-site veterinarians. After 25 years of running their own 
practice in Virginia they had planned to retire on Folly; meeting Linville changed all 
that. Ryan and Rhodes-Priore confided that Drs. Love and McKim exercise tremendous 
compassion and care with their four-legged patients. ‘Watching them work, and seeing 
animals find new families, and the community’s response and participation in animal 
welfare are the best parts of running Pet Helpers. 

For more information about Pet Helpers, see their website pethelpers.org, or their 
facebook page https://www.facebook.com/PetHelpers?fref=ts. Pethelpers.org also has 
an e-newsletter anyone can register to receive on their website.
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