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Cloudy clearing through mid 
morning.

The Riverside Nature Center will give residents an opportunity 
to learn about herbalism during a year-long course. 1C

Learning the basics

$1 weekdays   
$1.50 weekends

Tivy softball hosts Lockhart as Harper 
softball travels to Comfort. 1B
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Girls night on the diamond
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Top local law enforcement officers expressed opposition to bills 
pending in the legislature that would lessen penalties for drug 
possession and encourage 
agencies to issue more tickets 
and arrest fewer people.

The two bills are among 
a slew of proposals filed this 
session by House members 
from Harris County seeking 
to save local cops and courts 
money by lessening penalties 
for certain offenses and mak-
ing other reforms. 

House Bill 184, filed by Rep. 
Harold Dutton Jr., D-Houston, 
would make possession of 
1 ounce or less of marijuana 
a non-arrestable class C misdemeanor punishable by fine only. 
Under current law, possession of 2 ounces or less of marijuana is 

Bills look to  
decriminalize 
marijuana
Sheriff, police chief say they 
oppose ‘cite and release’ laws

Hunt middle school 
football players 
head to Ingram

By Beth Elderkin
Staff Writer

Beth Elderkin@dailytimes.com

HUNT — Hunt Independent School District suspend its middle 
school football program last year due to lack of participation. Next 
school year, boys who want to play football will get a chance 
to join Ingram Tom Moore’s middle school players after the two 
school districts worked out a deal. 

“Our boys will be able to play,” Hunt ISD superintendent 
Crystal Dockery said. 

Hunt ISD’s board of trustees approved allowing Hunt students 
to join Ingram Tom Moore’s middle school football team, which 
was originally proposed after six boys expressed interest in play-
ing football next year, which isn’t enough for Hunt School to have 
its own team. Dockery said letting the boys join Ingram’s team 
will help them learn football before entering high school. 

See Drugs, page 3A

Schreiner fraternity 
sports bikinis for 
charity car wash 

A group of Schreiner University Phi Delta 
Theta fraternity brothers strapped on their 
girlfriends’ bikinis Friday to wash cars for 
charity at Crenwelge Motors on Main Street.

“Most people have girls washing your 
cars; we’re doing things differently,” 
fraternity member Taylor Finley said. 

According to Finley, the fraternity has 
done the charity car wash for several 
years, and they wear bikinis to make it 
fun, entertaining and unique for drivers 
and participants. The car wash is entirely 
donation based, and all proceeds go toward 
research for amyotrophic lateral schlerosis, 
also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease. 

The fraternity will be at the same location 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday. 

— Beth Elderkin, Staff Writer

By Sean Batura
Staff Writer

sean.batura@dailytimes.com

The former owner of a now defunct 
downtown shop who pleaded guilty 
in September to six   felony property 
crimes received probation, avoiding 
a possible life sentence.

Melissa Lyn Nunn, who has a 
Fredericksburg address, received 10 
years probation on Thursday and 
was ordered to pay $35,000 in res-
titution to her victim, an elderly in-
law. Nunn, the former owner of the 
Zebra Door Boutique and Day Spa 
in downtown Kerrville, admitted to 

forging checks, using credit cards 
and transferring funds electronically 
from the elderly woman’s account 
without authorization.

In an interview with a sheriff’s 
office investigator in February 2012, 
the victim said she loaned Nunn 
$10,000 to open the Zebra Door and 
authorized Nunn to charge her credit 
card for specific bills of a certain 
amount. The victim reported she had 
received bills from her credit card 
company that she did not authorize. 

After the victim became ill, her 
niece looked into her finances and 

Former shop owner to 
repay elderly victim

Much of Hunt painter Roy Lee Ward’s paintings capture American 
moments frozen in time; whether it’s American Indian warriors racing 
through a valley on horseback or a cowboy staring into the distance as 
the sun sets around him. Ward’s work represents the Western way of life 
and a piece of Texas history. 

Two of Ward’s 
paintings hang in the 
Museum of Western 
Art, another piece of 
Texas history that’s 
long been considered 
a cherished spot on 
the Kerrville map with 
its unique collection 
of Western paintings, 
sculptures and other 
works of art.

“Anybody that 
would go there and 
look at the art ... 
would see it’s better 
than average,” Ward 
said. 

It’s a place where 
American artists’ 
work can be seen 
and appreciated, with 

supporters ranging from community leaders to local businesses and 
Schreiner University, which collaborates with the museum every year on 
the Western Art Academy program. 

“It’s a great asset for our community,” said Charlie McCormick, 

Schreiner provost and vice president for academic affairs. 
But, the Museum of Western Art faces challenges as it approaches 

its 30th anniversary next month. Attendance is down, finances are 
shrinking, and the lack of a full-time director makes it difficult for the 
Museum of Western Art to turn things around.

“I don’t know how they’re going to exist, truthfully,” said Griff 
Carnes, founding director of the museum. 

After former museum director Valerie Olsen retired in 2011, the 
position has remained vacant along with the position of curator. Since 
then, operations manager Gladys Simon has assumed some of the day-
to-day responsibilities of running the museum such as writing grants, 
securing artists and organizing events, while a volunteer board of 
directors took on the role of director. 

Board chairman Bob Schmerbeck has volunteered as a board member 
since 2009 and served as the chairman for three years. He said the 
only way the museum would hire a director is if it received a grant 
specifically for that expense. 

“I don’t know at this point what (a director) would be bringing to 
the museum, because of what they normally bring in like exhibits and 
shows,” Schmerbeck said. “I don’t know what they could add right 
now.” 

According to Carnes, who served as the full-time paid director for 
several years, it would be very difficult for a volunteer board to do the 
same job a paid staff member, especially because a director’s main job is 

Museum of Western Art struggles 
with low attendance, financial woes

Lone
West

Wisconsin 
visits the 
Museum 

Wednesday. 

at the 
museum. 
In recent 
years, the 
museum 
has 
struggled 
with low 
attendance 
and 
financial 
losses.

More than $150
Savingsinside

Tom Holden/Times Photo Editor, photo@dailytimes.com

About HB 184
HB 184 

 Possession of 1 ounce 
or less of marijuana would 
be a class C misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed $500.

 Includes a “three strikes” 
provision.

See Hunt, page 5ASee , page 3A

Poll results
The Kerrville Daily Times asked readers how 
often they visited the Museum of Western 
Art. Here’s what they said:

30% Never, I have no interest in going.

25% More than once

16% Once, and I plan on going again.

15% Once, and that was enough

15% Never,  but I plan on visiting

See Court, page 5A

Beth Elderkin
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St Peter’s Episcopal Church
3/24 Palm Sunday 8:00 am - Eucharist
  9:10 & 11:10 am - Eucharist starts in Garden* 
3/27 Holy Wednesday 5:15 pm - Eucharist
  7:00 pm - Taize Service* 
3/28 Maundy Thursday 10:00 am - Eucharist & Healing Service 
  7:00 pm -  Holy Eucharist & Footwashing, followed by 

Stripping of the Altar and Prayer Vigil*
3/29 Good Friday 12 Noon -  Good Friday Liturgy & Youth - Led Stations 

of the Cross*, Labyrinth Walk
3/30 Easter Eve 10:00am - Easter Egg Hunt
  7:00 pm -  The Great Vigil of Easter, Lighting of the New 

Fire, First Eucharist of Easter; Wine 
and Cheese Party in the Garden*

3/31 Easter Day 8:00 am -  Holy Eucharist
  9:10 am -  Holy Eucharist, with Flowering of the Cross*
  11:10 am -  Holy Eucharist*
  12:30 pm -  Easter Lunch, Tucker Hall

*Children’s Center Open
956 Main at Tivy     257-8162     www.stpeterskerrville.com

© Church Ad Project

If you’re not quite sure we may have the answer you’ve been looking for.
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About HB 2405
 Would require county 

governments to find out 
whether law enforcement 
agencies in their counties 
use the “cite and release” law 
implemented in 2007.

 Would require county 
governments to acknowledge 
they have been notified of 
potential cost savings of cite and 
release.

 Would require county 
governments to disclose why 
agencies without cite and 
release polices are not using cite 
and release.

to secure financial grants and 
new exhibits, which help keep the 
museum running.

“Really, a museum is no 
different from a bank,” Carnes 
said. “You’ve got to hire the right 
people, manage your assets and 
raise money.” 

Simon, who manages the 
museum’s accounts and budgets, 
said the museum is doing OK 
financially, but she added 
that the current economy and 
increased competition among local 
nonprofits have somewhat affected 
the museum’s income. 

“I know the economy is 
tighter, but the museum has been 
fortunate,” Simon said. 

According to IRS filings, revenue 
for the Museum of Western 
Art was $1.1 million less than 
expenses between 2007 and 2011. 
During those years, the museum 
spent $110,000 to $330,000 
more than it earned each year, 
pulling money from its savings to 
compensate for the losses. 

Schmerbeck and Simon said 
they were not aware of those 
losses or how much money the 
museum currently has in its 
savings. In addition, both said 
they did not know the museum’s 
financial history prior to 2010, 

and Schmerbeck wasn’t sure of 
any current employee or board 
member who would.

“I don’t think there’s anybody 
here who would have that 
information,” Schmerbeck said. 
“I’m not aware of any other 
savings other than what’s in the 
endowment.” 

Schmerbeck said the 
endowment is a separate fund that 
accrues interest every year, used to 
help pay for operational costs. He 
would not comment on how much 

the endowment’s value or how 
much revenue it generates for the 
museum.

IRS records show the museum 
currently has a fund balance of 
about $5.4 million, including 
the museum’s assets such as the 
permanent art collection, land 
value and library. Those assets 
are valued at about $3.4 million, 
which indicates the museum’s 
cash savings at about $2 million. 

Should the museum keep losing 
an average of $220,000 per year as 

it did between 2007 and 2011, the 
museum could run out of available 
cash savings in less than 10 years, 
although it’s unclear whether 
monies tied to the endowment 
might be available.

According to Carnes, one 
of the reasons the Museum of 
Western Art is making less money 
is because attendance is down 
significantly, especially among 
locals. When the museum first 
opened 30 years ago, it drew 
about 50,000 visitors per year. 
Schmerbeck didn’t know how 
many visitors the museum had last 
year, but he said it gets an average 
of 1,800 visitors per month, or 
21,600 per year. 

In 2011, the museum reported 
admissions sales of $22,282; ticket 
prices would indicate only 3,183 
to 5,570 were sold during the 
entire year including tour groups. 

The museum does not always 
charge admission; museum 
members and schools can visit for 
free. Schmerbeck said the museum 
currently has about 500 members. 
Two local school districts reported 
sending a total of four field trips 
to the museum last year with an 
average attendance of 50 to 200 
students, for a total of less than 
600 students.

“They’re not getting any 
business,” Carnes said. “As far as 

regular attendance; they just don’t 
have any.” 

The Times recently asked 
readers how many times they have 
visited the Museum of Western 
Art. Of those who responded 
to the online poll, 45 percent of 
respondents had never been to the 
museum. 

Ward, a longtime supporter of 
the Museum of Western Art, said 
he wishes more residents would 
see the museum as a required 
destination spot. 

“We have to wake up Kerrville,” 

Ward said. “We’ve got to get them 
to look forward to (going to the 
museum) ... as an event during 
the year.” 

While he admits there are 
things the museum needs to do 
differently such as bringing on 
full-time leadership, advertise and 
reach out to more artists from 
across the country, Ward said 
it’s the locals who make sure a 
museum stays successful. Carnes 
said it’s important for everyone 
in the community to do their part 
to keep the Museum of Western 
Art open for future generations to 
appreciate their own history and 
heritage. 

“I love Western art, it is the 
only truly American art form and 
it shows really what this country 
is,” Carnes said. “(The museum) 
could be a spot of contemporary 
Western art in the world, if it was 
done right. ... It makes Kerrville 
shine on the map.”

Art | continued from page 1A

is an arrestable class B misdemean-
or punishable by a fine not to exceed 
$2,000 and as many as 180 days in 
the county jail. 

“Bills like HB 184 tend to pop up 
every so often during the a legisla-
tive year, and they tend to die,” said 
Kerrville Police Chief John Young. 
“However, if illegal drug use in fact 
drives crime, it would seem counter-
productive to reclassify the offense 
of possession.”

Kerr County Sheriff Rusty Hier-
holzer said burglaries, thefts, fraud 
and other crimes can be attributed 
to illegal drug use. He said people 
manufacturing highly addictive 
drugs such as at home can put their 
neighbors in peril due to the volatile 
nature of the ingredients.

“I’ve heard people say ‘Tax it; reg-
ulate it; decriminalize it,’ but what 
about the dangers?” Hierholzer said. 
“What about the mental health is-
sues? They think they are going 
to make money or save money by 
dropping the penalties or making 
it legal, but they are going to cost a 
whole lot more than that in mental 
health care, insurance claims, bur-
glaries, forgeries, thefts. …” 

Hierholzer indicated Harris Coun-
ty, which has a population of about 
4.6 million, shouldn’t be trying to 
save itself money by changing the 
laws for everyone else in the state. 

House Bill 2405, filed by Rep. 
Gene Wu of Harris County, would 
obligate county governments to 
submit annual reports detailing the 
extent to which law enforcement 
agencies in their jurisdictions use 
“cite and release,” which would let 

departments make fewer arrests for 
some class A and B misdemeanors. 
For those counties in which agen-
cies used cite and release, HB 2405 
would require them to disclose to the 
Texas Commission on Jail Standards 
how much money they saved in re-
duced detention costs. For counties 
in which agencies were not using 
cite and release, they would have to 
offer reasons and acknowledge they 
were made aware by the state of the 
potential cost savings. 

“I don’t see how it’s any of their 
business,” Hierholzer said. “We al-
ready have to do so many reports 
to the state. It’s going to be just an-
other unfunded mandate.”

Beth Martin, Wu’s deputy chief 
of staff, said cite and release po-
lices would afford a cost savings 
to any agency that used it. Martin 
said Wu’s office would like to know 
why so few agencies have utilized 
the law since its implementation in 
2007. 

“If HB 2405 passes, we would like 
to know what their reasons are for 
that,” Martin said. “And if they’re 
sound reasons for the circumstanc-
es of their county, that makes total 
sense.”

Hierholzer said the cite and re-
lease provision “does not assist us 
in any way shape or form” because 
even if people are cited for some 
class A and B misdemeanors, they 
still have to come to the jail to be 
booked, fingerprinted and magis-
trated. Although it might allow city 
police to be on the street longer (it 
can take two to four hours to com-
plete arrest procedures) Hierholzer 
said cite and release might only save 
the county the $1.26 per meal cost 
for suspects jailed earlier than they 

might otherwise have been booked.
Hierholzer said cite and release 

wouldn’t eliminate the need for an 
arrest report after suspects reported 
to the jail. 

He indicated sheriff’s deputies 
might complete such arrest reports 
even if city officers had made the 
arrests. 

“I don’t see the advantages,” 
Hierholzer said. “You’re delaying 
what should be done right then, 
and plus, you’re not taking a crook 
off the street.”

State cite and release law gives 
peace officers the option to ticket, 
rather than arrest, people suspected 
of committing class A and B mis-
demeanors, including criminal 
mischief (damages less than $100), 
possession of 4 ounces or less of 
marijuana or some types of syn-
thetic marijuana, theft or property 
or service (valued less than $500), 
graffiti (damages less than $500), 
driving with an invalid license and 
providing or possessing contraband 
in a correctional facility as a volun-
teer or employee.

The Kerrville Police Department, 
unlike agenices such as the Austin 
Police Department, has no cite and 
release policy encouraging officers 
to ticket rather than arrest.

“This is a slippery slope and 
appears to be a veiled demand to 
not arrest for anything less than a 
felony offense or perhaps to save 
money — at least on the front end,” 
said Young about existing cite and 
release law. 

Young said neither HB 184 or HB 
2405 bill would help law enforce-
ment officers or the community at 
large.   

“There will always be a cost 

associated with enforcement, and I 
believe we make a serious mistake 
when we try to balance cost and 
protection with our community’s 
safety,” he said.

Drugs | continued from page 1A

Paintings on display at the Museum of Western Art in Kerrville.

Tom Holden/Times Photo Editor, photo@dailytimes.com

“ We have to 
wake up 

Kerrville. We’ve got 
to get them to look 
forward to (going to the 
museum).”

Artist Roy Lee Ward

Beth Elderkin



