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Masked in
vivid imagery
Day of the Dead brings cre-
ativity to life — from wildly
unconventional displays to
the more traditional. PAGE E1
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SPORTS

Cardinals force Game 7
with 11th-hour drama
It’ll be winner-take-all in the World Series
tonight after David Freese’s 11th-inning hom-

er gives St. Louis a 10-9 Game 6 win. PAGE C1

BUSINESS

Debt deal
lifts Dow
The Dow surged
on news of a deal
to slash Greece’s
debt load. PAGE D3

Partly cloudy, high 65, low 46 | chron.com
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with 11th-hour drama
It’ll be winner-take-all in the World Series 
tonight after David Freese’s 11th-inning hom-

er gives St. Louis a 10-9 Game 6 win. 
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WOULD YOU
PAY $10
TO SPEED UP
COMMUTE?

Motorists who want to
buy their way out of con-
gestion on several area free-
ways next year should be
prepared to pay as much as
$10 per trip.

The Metropolitan Tran-
sit Authority board Thurs-
day set a range of tolls from
$1 to $10, depending on
the time of day, for its new
high-occupancy toll lanes.
The first such lanes are
scheduled to open in Janu-
ary in the Gulf Freeway’s
existing high-occupan-
cy vehicle lanes between

Dixie Farm Road and Dowl-
ing Street.

Metro officials said they
hadn’t yet worked out a
detailed schedule of tolls.
They said it was unlikely
that tolls would reach the
maximum of $10 when
the service begins, but the
agency reserves the right to
charge that much if neces-
sary to manage traffic con-
gestion.

Metro’s maximum tolls

High-occupancy toll lanes offer•
solo drivers a way out of traffic

By CAROL CHRISTIAN
HOUSTON CHRONICLE

Please see TOLL, Page A15

FROM HOV TO HOT
Where the lanes are and how
they work. PAGE A15

University of Houston quarterback Case Keenum continued
his record-setting senior season thursday night in a rout
of the rival rice Owls at robertson stadium. Keenum, who

earlier this season became the nCAA’s career total yardage leader,
threw for nine touchdowns to grab the record for most career tD
passes from former texas tech star Graham Harrell. Keenum now has
139 career tD passes for the 8-0 Cougars. STORY ON PAGE C1

Case closed on Bayou Bucket

H O U S T O N 7 3 , R I C E 3 4

JAMES NIELSEN : CHRONICLE

Judge rules Lykos can
be called in DWI trial

Misdemeanor DWI cas-
es are so common in Hous-
ton’s criminal courthouse
that they seem to merit
attention only when they
involve a pro athlete, a law
enforcement official or the

By BRIAN ROGERS
HOUSTON CHRONICLE

daughter of a mayor.
One scheduled to con-

tinue Fridaymay dwarf any
others, with significant im-
plications for an embattled
Harris County District At-
torney’s Office.

A day after the rev-
elation that her office is
the target of a grand jury
investigation, District At-
torney Pat Lykos was called
to testify Thursday in an
ongoing DWI trial because
she made public comments
regarding the accuracy of
results from the Houston
Police Department’s trou-
bled mobile breath-testing
vehicles.

“The reliability of the
BAT vans has come into

Please see LYKOS, Page A12

Club investor
is accused in
Medicare scam

A Houston nightclub
investor and self-described
millionaire with a trail of
failed business deals has
been charged with bilk-
ing Medicare of at least
$4.6 million in a scheme
involving his private am-
bulance business, money
laundering and tax evasion,
records obtained by the

Chronicle show.
Among other things,

authorities contend Julian
Vence Kimble, 46, attempt-
ed to launder money from
his health care enterprises
into property transactions
and also lied to IRS about
howmuch money he made.

Atthetimefederalagents
were investigating Kimble,
he was considering invest-
ing in a nightclub opera-

By TERRI LANGFORD
HOUSTON CHRONICLE

Please see KIMBLE, Page A15

Youths and oil, gas tanks a lethal mix

WASHINGTON — Doz-
ens of teenagers and chil-
dren have been killed by
explosions at oil and gas
storage tanks over the past
three decades, according to
federal investigators who
on Thursday urged com-
panies to better secure the
sites.

In a report on the inci-
dents, the Chemical Safety
Board highlighted three
recent lethal explosions,
including one on April 26,
2010, that killed a 24-year-
old woman and injured a
25-year-old man after they
lit a cigarette while on top
of an oil tank in the East
Texas city of New London.

But the independent

federal agency said the
problem goes back for de-
cades and demands imme-
diate solutions.

The CSB cited 23 simi-
lar accidents — most in-
volving partying teenagers
or curious kids — at oil and

gas storage sites from 1983
to 2010.

All of the incidents
involved victims 25 years
old or less, and 27 percent
of them were in Texas,
though none was in Hous-
ton. Forty-four people died
and 25 were injured in the
incidents studied.

The accidents occurred
at unprotected storage
tanks holding unrefined,
recently extracted oil and
gas, rather than at facili-
ties farther down the oil
stream, such as refineries.

Many such tanks are in
remote areas — unfenced,
unsupervised and with no
warning signs — and are “a
tempting venue for young
people looking for a place
to gather and socialize,”

By JENNIFER DLOUHY
WASHINGTON BUREAU

RISKY BEHAVIOR
At least 44 young people died from 1983 through
2010 in explosions and fires that occurred when they
made recreational visits to unsecured oil and gas
storage facilities, according to a government report.
All were 25 years old or younger. Texas and
Oklahoma both recorded a dozen fatalities:

Texas
Oklahoma
Louisiana
Kentucky
Ohio
Pennsylvania
Colorado
Mississippi
Illinois
New Mexico

12
12
5
4
3
2
2
2
1
1

Source: U.S. Chemical Safety Board

States
reporting
fatalities
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Please see TANKS, Page A12

This
weekend:
What fall
should
feel like

This is the weekend
to impress out-of-town
guests.

With Thursday night’s
front having swept through
Houston, Friday’s cool,
breezy weather will give
way to Chamber of Com-
merce weather this week-
end.

Under ample sunshine,
highs will climb only in the
70s, with lows in the 40s
on Saturday morning, and
near 50 Sunday.

Under the influence of
cool, northerly air, tem-
peratures should warm
only modestly early next
week before another front
moves through on Wednes-
day or Thursday, say fore-
casters with the Houston/
Galveston office of the Na-
tional Weather Service.

It’s possible next week
won’t have a high tempera-
ture in the 80s.

It’s also probable that
Houston won’t get much, if
any, rain that it desperately
needs to break its crippling
drought.

The overnight showers
that accompanied Thurs-
day’s front may well be the
last significant rain Hous-
ton gets until at least the
second week of November.

eric.berger@chron.com

By ERIC BERGER
HOUSTON CHRONICLE

ONLINE: Get the latest
weather updates for
Houston and beyond at
blog.chron.com/sciguy

Front ushers•
in cool, breezy
temperatures

Stock up and save at Spec’s. We’ve got over 10,000 wines and spirits, ice-cold beers and
mouthwatering gourmet fare so you can entertain with confidence this Halloween.

WINES · SPIRITS · FINER FOODS
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Ohio extends
quarantine
for 6 animals
who survived
killing order

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Six
exotic animals that were
among dozens freed by
their suicidal owner and
survived a big-game hunt
by sheriff’s deputies with
shoot-to-kill orders will be
kept under quarantine at a
zoo for now instead of go-
ing to his widow, the state
Department of Agriculture
ordered Thursday.

The Columbus Zoo and
Aquarium was trying to
stop Marian Thompson
from reclaiming three leop-
ards, two primates and a
young grizzly bear that
have been cared for by the
zoo since last week, when
owner Terry Thompson
mysteriously set them and
other wild animals includ-
ing tigers and lions free in a
rural area of eastern Ohio.
The other animals were
killed by each other or by
sheriff’s deputies.

The zoo said it had Mar-
ianThompson’spermission
to care for the six surviving
animals, which have been
kept separate from other
animals, but has no legal
rights to them. A veteri-
nary medical officer for the
Department of Agriculture
looked at the animals and
determined they needed to
remain quarantined as al-
lowed by Ohio law, which
provides for the agricul-
ture director to quarantine
animals while investigating
reports of potentially dan-
gerous diseases.

The announcement
came after Gov. John Ka-
sich,upon learning thewid-
ow planned to retrieve the
animals, asked the agency
to ensure they didn’t pose a
health threat.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

will be significantly higher
than those charged by the
Harris County Toll Road
Authority on its Katy Free-
way managed lanes, which
also charge solo drivers for
access. The Katy Freeway
tolls range from 30 cents
on weekends to $1.60 at
certain peak hours.

Metro’s tolls will apply
only to drivers with no
passengers who opt to use
the HOV lanes for a price.
Single-occupant vehicles
will enter the lane through
a designated path that al-
lows tolling.

Vehicles with at least
two occupants will not be
charged a toll.

Metro police will pa-
trol the lanes, which Metro
operates through an ar-
rangement with the Texas
Department of Transporta-
tion.

As first proposed, Met-
ro’s HOT lanes were to
have “dynamic” tolling that
would change throughout
the day with the level of
congestion, but President
and CEO George Greanias
said Thursday staff mem-
bers decided this approach
would introduce too much
change at the outset. The
board can opt to add that
feature later.

Through agreements
between Metro and other
tolling agencies, any ve-
hicle can use the lanes if

it has a windshield sticker
issued by Metro or by
the Harris County Toll
Road Authority, Texas Toll
Authority, Central Texas
Regional Mobility Author-
ity or North Texas Tollway
Authority.

Violators who evade the
toll will be assessed a $75
fine, while “occupancy vio-
lators” (solo drivers who
use the lanes when they
are designated for HOV

use only) will be issued a
citation requiring a court
appearance.

Whencomplete,Metro’s
83-mile HOT-lane system
will include tolled lanes
on U.S. 59 South, sched-
uled to open in April; I-45
North, opening in July;
U.S. 290, October 2012;
and U.S. 59 North, January
2013.

carol.christian@chron.com

toll: $1 to $10 per trip
CoNtINUED FRoM PAGE A1 MEtRo’S PlAN

Metro is in the process of
converting 83 miles of
high-occupancy vehicle (HOV)
lanes into high-occupancy toll
(HOT) lanes, meaning solo
drivers will be able to use the
lanes by paying a toll.

HOW DOES IT WORK?
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Booth attendants will
monitor number of
passengers in passing
vehicles; Metro Police
will enforce and patrol

Planned HOT lanes
Katy Freeway
managed lanes*

Source: Metro CHRONICLE

Single-occupant vehicles
enter through separate
lane, with tolls charged
to EZ Tag transponders

Toll
lane

Free
lane

* Operated by the Harris County Toll Road Authority

tion that became Grooves
Restaurant of Houston,
a popular local nightspot
which appeared to be closed
Thursday night.

The formal federal com-
plaint filed this week charg-
es him with conspiracy to
commit health care fraud,
conspiracy to commit mon-
ey laundering andone count
of tax evasion.

Attempts Thursday to
reach Kimble were unsuc-
cessful.

The charges involve
$4.6 million referred to as
“payment for health care
benefits ... namely basic life
support ambulance trans-
ports.”

The specific companies
involved are not named, but
local court and company fil-
ings indicate Kimble is the
owner of the now defunct
Pearl Ambulance Service
Inc. and appears to have
partnered in another, Mon-
arch Ambulance Inc.

$2 million income in ’03
The tax evasion count

centers on a 2003 tax re-
turn.

“In that false return,
the defendant stated that
his taxable income ...was
the sum of approximate-
ly less than $200,000...,”
the complaint states. “In
fact, as he then and there
knew, his taxable income
for the calendar year was
$2,000,000...”

A Houston Chronicle
investigation this month
documented millions in
Medicare dollars dubiously
billed and paid to compa-
nies whose passengers like-
ly did not qualify for payer-
supported transport.

Kimble must report
to a federal magistrate by
Wednesday or risk arrest.

The federal criminal
charges against him are just
the latest is a series of le-
gal woes. On Oct. 14, the
former owner of Monarch,
Wanda Washington, won a
$91,000 court settlement
from Kimble and his father-
in-law for failing to pay
$180,000owed for purchas-
ing the company in 2008.

Another lawsuit, filed a
day before the settlement
was awarded, lays out a year
of problems stemming from
Kimble’s agreement to be-
come the majority investor
in the Grooves Restaurant
on 2300 Pierce, the former
Drexler BBQ building.

That lawsuit, filed on
Oct. 15 by Kerry Carter
and Latonia Jackson-Carter
against Kimble and a wom-
an identified as his girl-
friend, says his promised
investment in the nightclub
evaporated about the time
federal marshals showed
up, announcing the club
could be subject to seizure
because of Kimble’s alleged
Medicare fraud schemes.

The foursome had
agreed to lease the prop-
erty from former Houston

Rockets guard Clyde Drex-
ler, who said Thursday his
sister handled his transac-
tions and he met Kimble
only once.

While the clubwas being
renovated, Kimble was “ar-
rested by the United States
Federal Marshal for Medi-
care/MedicareFraudof over
twenty million dollars,” the
Carters’ lawsuit states.

Seizing records
The lawsuit claims that

Carter, Jackson-Carter,
Kimble and the girlfriend,
Felicia Drake, agreed in
January to launch the night-
club,withKimble footing67
percent of the costs. He had
invested $50,000 by the
time federal investigators
began asking questions.

Later, the Carters dis-
covered Kimble’s bank ac-
counts and personal prop-
erty were being seized.

Drake, reached Thurs-
day, said she knew about
the investigation. She said
Kimble’s dealings involving
the club “had nothing to do
with the federal situation.”

The federal criminal
complaint also orders Kim-
ble to forfeit all property
and money made off the
illegal proceeds of hisMedi-
care fraud, records show.

terri.langford@chron.com
twitter.com/TLChron

kimble: $4.6 million
allegedly received
CONTiNUeD FROm PAGe A1

Bacteria eyed as Gulf dolphins killer

NEW ORLEANS — A
common bacteria known to
cause abortions in marine
mammals killed some of
the hundreds of dolphins
— more than 100 of them
babies and fetuses — that
have washed ashore in the
northern Gulf of Mexico
since February 2010, dol-
phin experts say.

What they don’t know is
why a germ that has been
found in healthy animals
and that occasionally killed
single animals is now ap-
parently causing an animal
epidemic and “abortion
storms” like those caused
by its land-based cousins.

The deaths are continu-
ing, said Teri Rowles of
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Agency and
Stephanie Venn-Watson,
head of a group that has
been studying the deaths.

The marine Brucella
bacteria confirmed earlier
this month in two adult
dolphins and three fetuses
may have become more le-
thal, or another infection
or environmental stress
— possibly caused by last
year’s oil spill — may have

hurt the dolphins’ ability
to fight disease, they said.

“We cannot rule in or
rule out a role for the
Deepwater Horizon oil spill
or oil exposure or chemi-
cal contaminants or addi-
tional infectious diseases,”
Rowles said during a tele-
conference Thursday.

The deaths are continu-
ing from Louisiana through

the Florida Panhandle,
Rowles said. Texas has not
had unusual numbers of
dolphin deaths, said Con-
nie Barclay, spokeswoman
for NOAA.

The “unusual mortal-
ity event” has killed a few
whales and more than 570
dolphins, nearly 520 of
them bottlenose dolphins.
They included more than

100 pups and fetuses.
More than 20 of the

youngest dolphins were
among 114 that died be-
fore the Deepwater Hori-
zon exploded in flames on
April 20, 2010. Another
122 stranded or were re-
ported dead offshore be-
tween April 30, 2010, and
Nov. 2, 2010. And 344 have
stranded since then.

Oil spill also•
could be factor
in their deaths
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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