
By Josh Stockinger
jstockinger@dailyherald.com

He’s a filmmaker who’s taken 
on Big Tobacco and Super Bowl 
beer ads. Most recently, he 
advocated for the judicial sys-
tem. But he’s dabbled in such 
lighter fare as hair-loss rem-
edies and how to make mini-
lemon cakes.

Meet Jasper Lown, 16, of Wheaton. For three 
years, he’s been writing, directing, editing, 
scoring and regularly starring in contest-win-
ning Internet videos. He cranks out about one 
a month, and they’ve earned him thousands in 
cash and vacations. He reinvests his winnings 
into his art.

“Ever since I can remember I’ve been 

By Jamie Sotonoff 
and Melissa Silverberg
jsotonoff@dailyherald.com
msilverberg@dailyherald.com

Investigators will 
be back today at 
Arens Controls in 
Arlington Heights to 
try to determine what 
caused the explosion 
Tuesday that killed 
one employee and 
injured 12 other peo-
ple, including three 
police officers and two firefighters.

Neil Nicholson of Itasca suffered 
serious injuries in the explosion and 
was pronounced dead at the scene, 

according to police. None of the 
other injuries were life-threatening, 

Arlington Heights 
Fire Chief Glenn 
Ericksen said.

The blast hap-
pened around 8:30 
a.m. in the compa-
ny’s electronics test-
ing area inside the 
two-story building 
at 3602 N. Kennicott 
Ave., just north of 
Dundee Road and 
east of Route 53. 

So far, authorities say the explo-
sion appears to be accidental, but 
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Ambulances and firefighters arrive at the scene Tuesday of 
an explosion in Arlington Heights.

g e o r g e  L e c L A i r e / gleclaire@dailyherald.com

A police forensic team unpacks equipment Tuesday to take into Arens Controls in Arlington Heights where a 
fatal explosion occurred.

 “It was a very violent 
explosion. There’s 

twisted metal, buckled 
fencing, things like that. 

The roof kind of 
buckled up where the 
explosion occurred.”

Glenn Ericksen, 
Arlington Heights fire chief

• See the video of Arlington 
Heights Fire Chief Glenn 
Ericksen talking about the 
fatal explosion
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More on Page 16
• What is potassium hydrox-
ide? it’s a chemical used 
in everything from soap to 
fertilizer to batteries.
• More on the history of arens 
controls, founded in 1939 by 
an aviation pioneer.
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Jasper Lown

1 dead in explosion
12 hurt in accident at Arlington Hts. firm

By Taylor 
Goldenstein 
and Lee Filas
tgoldenstein@dailyherald.com
lfilas@dailyherald.com

Three women are suing the 
Antioch Rescue Squad claim-
ing they suffered frequent 
sexual harassment and saw 
rescuers tending to patients 
while intoxicated during a 
four-year period.

The federal lawsuit, filed 
in February, contends res-
cue department employee 
Shannon Volling and former 
employees Julie Banser and 
April Soulak complained to 
supervisors about the harass-
ment but were ignored, their 
attorney, Megan O’Malley, 
said Tuesday.

Attorney Martin LaPointe 
of Chicago, who is represent-
ing the Antioch Rescue Squad, 
would not discuss the case, 
except to say a motion to dis-
miss has been filed in federal 
court.

“I don’t think it’s appropri-
ate to try cases in the media,” 
Lapointe said. “But, obviously, 
we vigorously dispute all the 
allegations.”

The Antioch Rescue Squad 
covers Antioch village and 
township.

The lawsuit officially names 
the Antioch Rescue Squad, 
Metro Paramedics and Met-
ro’s parent company, Supe-
rior Air Ground Ambulance 
Services Inc., as defendants. 
No individual employees or 
Antioch Rescue Squad board 
members are named in the 
suit. 

Antioch Rescue Squad Chief 
Wayne Sobczak, who also is 
president of the Antioch-Lake 
Villa Area High School District 
117 board, would not com-
ment. He directed all calls to 
attorneys. 

Lawsuit 
alleges 
lewd 
conduct
Three women sue 
Antioch department

See Lewd on Page 13

Writer, director, 
editor, star at 16

See Show on Page 15

By Anna Marie Kukec
Daily Herald Business Writer
akukec@dailyherald.com

Google executive Dennis 
Woodside started his first day 
as chief executive officer of 
Motorola Mobility Tuesday, 
days after Google’s acquisition 
of the Libertyville-based mobile 
phone maker became final.

Woodside replaced Sanjay Jha, who will con-
tinue to work with Google on the transition — 
one that could affect the local workforce and 
suburban economy.

Libertyville Mayor Terry Weppler said a 
representative indicated to village Economic 
Development Coordinator Heather Rowe that 
the company is “looking at all their options” 
for a site for its headquarters. The representa-
tive gave no more specific information, Wep-
pler said.

Reports in recent weeks have indicated 

Dennis 
Woodside

will the 
firm 
move? 
google’s Motorola Mobility 
leaving suburbs still just talk

See Move on Page 14

By Jake Griffin
jgriffin@dailyherald.com

Police departments 
throughout the suburbs have 
begun flooding the streets 
with scores of extra offi-
cers ahead of Memorial Day 
weekend.

They aren’t anticipating a 
crime wave. Instead, they are 
targeting seat belt scofflaws.

While police say they are 
saving lives with the annual 
crackdown, it comes at a cost 
— up to $129 spent on each 
seat belt violation that yields 

up to $25 in fines for the 
municipality, according to an 
analysis of Illinois Department 

of Transportation records.
The funds come from 

IDOT’s Sustained Traffic 
Enforcement Program grants, 
or STEP grants, that amounted 
to $261,930 for 41 suburbs in 
the weeks surrounding last 
Memorial Day.

Critics, including some 
defense lawyers, legislators 
and even police, complain 
the grant program teeters on 
the edge of violating consti-
tutional rights and creates a 
quota system for the officers 

Jake gRIFFIN
SUBURBaN 

taX WatchdoG

Big weekend for seat belt enforcement, but at what cost?

DAILY HERALD

Cost of enforcement
These agencies had the highest cost per ticket among 41 suburban police departments receiving 
state grants to enforce seat belt use during last Memorial Day weekend.
    Occupancy
 Grant Total  restraint
Agency Funds Tickets Grant funds spent per ticket violations*
Kildeer police $2,064.90 16 $129.06 0
St. Charles police $5,008.38 52 $96.32 21
McHenry County sheriff $10,347.05 122 $84.81 89
Lake in the Hills police $4,122.65 51 $80.84 0
Palatine police $9,761.90 126 $77.48 63

* Occupancy restraint violations include seat belt and child-seat violations

Source: Daily Herald analysis of Illinois Department of Transportation data
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don’t be chicken
a better way to 

grill the bird — Food

1 year 
later

Joplin marks 
tornado 
anniversary 
— Weather, back of Business

See dead on Page 17
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Antioch Rescue Squad 
Board President Steve 
Smouse, who also serves as 
Antioch Township supervi-
sor, also directed inquiries to 
LaPointe.

Volling and Banser began 
working at the rescue squad in 
2008, and Soulak was hired in 
2010, the lawsuit states. 

It contends all three were 
sexually harassed by some of 
the male paramedics while 
working at the rescue squad. 
The harassment included 
being groped by fellow squad 
members, forced to endure 
public lewd discussions, 
and fending off numerous 
unwanted sexual advances, 
the lawsuit states.

For example, Banser 
claimed she had her pants 
pulled down in front of co-
workers, then had her pri-
vate body parts described to 
colleagues. Volling claimed 
pictures of her chest were 
enlarged and placed in shared 
work stations. She also saw 
employees viewing porno-
graphic materials while on 
duty, according to the suit. 

The lawsuit also contends 
some supervisors and board 
members engaged in sexual 

relations at the rescue sta-
tion, and transported a patient 
while intoxicated or hung 
over. 

O’Malley said the original 
complaint against the res-
cue squad was filed with the 
Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission in April 
2011. The case moved to fed-
eral court in July before being 
refiled when it was amended 
in February 2012. 

The Antioch Rescue Squad 
is a private, not-for-profit cor-
poration, Smouse said, and 
elects its own board of direc-
tors from within its member-
ship to serve 2-year terms. It 
has acted independently since 
1940.

However, Antioch village 
officials are trying to change 
that.

The village board decided 
Monday to negotiate a con-
tract that would allow trustees 
to regulate and oversee oper-
ation of the squad. Currently, 
all that is in place is a lease 
agreement.

The rescue squad receives 
free dispatch services, rented 
space and payment of fuel 
expenses from the village, but 
officials have no control over 
its day-to-day operation. 

The contract could 

potentially give the vil-
lage some say over manage-
ment decisions, such as sub-
contracting and insurance. 
It could also provide village 
access to financial and operat-
ing records.

Mayor Lawrence Hanson 
and Trustee Dennis Crosby 
said the effort to impose vil-
lage controls is not related to 
the lawsuit, but the suit is an 
example of the type of prob-
lems that can be avoided with 

oversight. 
“We don’t want surprises. 

This kind of thing is what we 
don’t want to have happen,” 
Crosby said.

Crosby, who heads the 
board’s public safety commit-
tee, said much of what will 
need to be included in the 
contract has been negotiated 
and agreed upon, but res-
cue squad officials have been 
reluctant to have controls 
placed on their organization.

“We need to have a bit more 
oversight than we have now, 
which right now is none,” he 
said. 

“You can’t be part of the 
solution if you don’t know 
about the problem.”

He said he expects a con-
tract proposal will be pre-
sented to the board in June.

Hanson declined to com-
ment on the lawsuit, stating it 
is “in the hands of the court” 
and “not our issue.”

Lewd: Village wants control of rescue squad
Continued from Page 1

A sketch of “A Look Back,” 
which the Batavia City Council 
chose Monday as the second 
sculpture to place on the 
Wilson Street bridge.

By Susan Sarkauskas
ssarkauskas@dailyherald.com

“A Look Back” will be the 
second sculpture to grace Bat-
avia’s Wilson Street bridge.

The city council chose the 
work by artists Oscar Leon 
and Jessica LoPresti Mon-
day night. The sculpture, to be 
made of limestone, glass and 
bronze, will be more than 7 
feet tall, and depict the history 
of the city from the time lime-
stone was forming, through 
the arrival of the Fox River, into 
when American Indians lived 
here and then in to hits heyday 
as a windmill manufacturing 
town.

Leon and LoPresti are studio 
artists for The Fine Art Studio 
of Rotblatt-Amrany, which is 
in Highwood.

Property taxes set aside from 
a downtown tax-increment 
financing district, intended to 
be used to improve the down-
town, are being used to pay the 
$30,000 commission.

A date has not been set for 
installation.

Highwood  
artists submit 
winning design


