
SUNY Professor Uses Racial Slurs During Lecture 

 

SUNY Canton has become entangled in controversy recently after Associate Professor of 

Business Administration and Applied Ethics, Dr. Charles R. Fenner, twice referred to Middle Eastern 

peoples as “Ragheads” during a guest lecture in mid-October. 

The lecture, which took place in Biofuels Area 310 on October 18th, was meant to focus on the 

ethics of alternative energy technologies. Instead it took a different turn when Dr. Fenner, while talking 

about the control of the oil supply by Middle Eastern peoples--referred to them jokingly in two separate 

instances as “Ragheads”.  

Several students were shocked to hear the university professor use such an inappropriate and 

prejudiced term.  “He might as well have called them ‘sand-niggers’ for all the difference it would have 

made,” said one student who did not want to be named. 

According to the school’s website, Dr. Fenner is a twenty-year military veteran who served at 

embassies in Riyadh, Moscow, Hanoi, and Bucharest. He is the presiding officer of the faculty assembly, 

and holds a Ph.D. in Business Administration from Touro University International. He also serves as 

campus governance leader for SUNY Canton and curriculum coordinator for the Bachelor of Business 

Administration in Management.  

When reached by telephone on October 20th, Dr. Fenner did not remember using the term, 

stating “I can’t remember everything I say in the classroom.” If he did say it, he explained that he was 

referring to Saudis specifically; who he claimed had tried to assassinate him. Fenner said that as a 

Christian, he was persecuted while in Saudi Arabia. 

On October 23rd, dressed in military medals, Fenner returned to the class and apologized. He 

claimed that the term “Raghead” is a term commonly used by the military, and he highlighted his twenty 

years of military service. He recounted his near death experience, and explained how when he used the 

term he was referring to terrorists and not to all Muslims. “We are the sum of all our experiences,” 

Fenner told students.  

But not everyone seemed convinced of the sincerity or truthfulness of his apology. Another 

student, who also did not want to be named, said “It just seemed like he was trying to justify his 

comments, and his bigotry, by citing his service in the military.” 

In a statement from the school, Campus Spokesperson Randy Sieminski said, “SUNY Canton has 

become aware of the apparent comments made by a faculty member during a recent class lecture. The 

College is currently looking further into the situation. We do understand the professor has apologized to 

the class in an effort to explain his remarks.” The school stopped short however of condemning Fenner’s 

comments.  


