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Buzzing with energy, Madrid offers a wealth of cultural and 
entertainment options

Words by SARAH KERSHAW

MADRID 

ROYAL RESIDENCE

The Palacio Real de Madrid (the Royal Palace), set in the western part of the city, is 
the official residence of the king of Spain. Built in the style of the Italian sculptor, Berini, 
the Palace is still used for state occasions, however 50 of the more than 2,800 rooms 
are open to the public. Treasures within include art from the Spanish greats and the only 
surviving complete Stradivarius string quintet in the world. Open: October-March, 0930-
1700; April-September, 0930-1800; Sundays and holidays, mornings only. Ticket 
price: 8 Euros. Palacio Real, Calle Bailén s/n, Madrid 28071. Tel: +34 91 454 88 00, 
www.patrimonionacional.es

REAL MADRID

For the simple pleasure of exploring the city, 
head to La Latina district. This small area 
in the southwest of the city comprises an 
atmospheric jumble of small streets, full of 
restaurants, shops and bars. Plaza Santa 
Ana, in particular, is home to an open 
square with scores of bars, restaurants 
and the oldest theatre in Madrid, the Teatro 
Español. Cervantes, the celebrated author 
of Don Quixote, was a local and lived nearby 
on the renamed Calle Cervantes. Plaza de 
Santa Ana, 28012, Madrid.

SPAIN ON CANVAS

The renowned Reina Sofia museum offers visitors a world class collection of contemporary 
art. Curated with incredible diversity and tremendous foresight, it is also the permanent 
resting place of Pablo Picasso’s seminal war protest painting Guernica. The museum has 
two temporary exhibition sites within El Retiro Park, a local hotspot for relaxing and paddling 
on the lake in pedlo boats. Open: Monday-Saturday (except Tuesday), 1000-2100; 
Sunday, 1000-1430. Ticket price: 6 Euros. Sabatini Building, Santa Isabel 52; Nouvel 
Building, Plaza del Emperador, Carlos V, Madrid. Tel: +34 91 774 10 00, www.
museoreinasofia.es
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n	 HOW TO GET THERE

	 	 3	flights	weekly	to	Madrid
	 	 Actual miles = 6,314
	 	

MADRID

MASTERS TO MODERN

The Museo Thyssen-Bornemisza houses the awe-inspiring private collection of 
the Thyssen-Bornemisza family. Opened in 1992, the museum showcases excellent 
examples of artwork from the 17th century Dutch masters to modern art in loving, 
intimate detail. If anyone is bewildered by modern art, this is the place to go. From 
June 9-September 20 the museum is hosting an exhibition of Henri Matisse’s early 
work. This is a rare opportunity to see how his style evolved from the colourful Fauvist 
images of his earlier work to the more muted, but no less beautiful, mature work. Open: 
Tuesday-Sunday, 1000-1900. Ticket price: 6 Euros, plus 5 Euros for temporary 
exhibitions. Museo Thyssen-Bornemisza, Palacio de Villahermosa, Paseo del 
Prado, 8, 28014 Madrid. Tel: +34 91 369 01 51, www.museothyssen.org

DRINK WITH A VIEW

Nestled in Plaza de Santa Ana, the ME Madrid Hotel offers wonderful views from its roof 
terrace. Head there at the end of the day when the temperature is more moderate, enjoy a 
cocktail and watch the city illuminate as darkness falls. The black mojitos enjoy cult status 
amongst the initiated for their heady potency. ME MADRID, Plaza de Santa Ana, 14, 
Madrid 28012. Tel: +34 91 701 60 00, www.memadrid.com

DESIGNER DINING 

If you wish to dine in style try Teatriz, a 
chic theatre conversion that still draws 
the crowds as one of the most popular 
restaurants in Madrid. World famous 
designer Phillippe Starck was given the 
task of adapting the original high ceilings 
and natural acoustics to their new purpose 
and the results are spectacular, attracting 
locals, visitors and design buffs alike. The 
internal fountain in particular has a buzz 
all of its own and makes Teatriz an inviting 
and exquisite place for dinner. Beyond the 
obvious beauty of your surroundings, the 
menu is diverse and exciting. Teatriz, Calle 
Hermosilla 15, 28001 Madrid. Tel: +34 
91 577 53 79.


