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The Nokomis Community 
Unit School District #22 Board 
of Education held the Organi-

zation and Special Meeting on 
Tuesday, April 27. 

The purpose of this meeting 

is to seat newly elected board 
members and to organize for 
the fiscal year.

School board holds organization, special  
meeting, seats new board members

Front row: Carl Ray Fesser, Joseph Gasparich, and Steve Janssen. Second row: Ben Tarter, Jim Eisen-
barth, and Carl Kettelkamp. Back row: Denny Bauman and Chad Ruppert.

ELLEN CHRISTNER
CORRESPONDENT

The Nokomis City Council 
met in special session on Mon-
day, May 3 to discuss the budget 
and the CTI quote for remote 
cameras at Fred B. Johnson Park 
and Shane Cole Park. Present 
were Mayor Mike Holliday, 
Commissioners Ann Brook-
shire, Lou Stauder, Derek 
Durbin, City Clerk Rachel Hill, 
and Assistant City Clerk Kerri 
Smith; absent was Commission-
er Jocko Nash.

The quote from CTI for WI-FI 
for remote cameras in Fred B. 
Johnson Park and Shane Cole 
Park is $3,341.67. This offer ex-
pires May 11. This was tabled 
until the meeting on May 10.

The council discussed the 
budget for the next fiscal year. 
Several line items will be 
changed to reflect the needs of 
the coming year as well as bal-
ance the lost revenues from the 
closing of the Kroger Store in 
Nokomis. It is estimated the loss 
of the 1 percent sales tax will be 

about $40,000. As part of the 
budget the council discussed 
making changes in the business 
district grants. Last year the 
council budgeted $62,500 for 
business district grants but used 
only $23,000. The council dis-
cussed leaving the amount the 
same and increasing the amount 
allowed to be reimbursed. This 
will be discussed further at the 
next meeting. Also discussed 
was the work that needs to be 
done at the water plant, the 
waste water plant, and city hall, 
as well as needed equipment 
and equipment maintenance. 
The expected funds from Re-
build Illinois will be a part of this 
fiscal year budget. The expected 
revenue from this is about 
$150,000 which will be paid in 
increments every six months.

The budget will be intro-
duced at the next meeting on 
May 10; posted for the required 
10 days; a budget hearing held 
immediately prior to the regular 
meeting on May 24, and ap-
proved at the regular meeting on 
May 24.

City council discusses 
CTI proposal, grants

Kristen Stauder, daughter of 
Scott and Nicole Stauder, is a 
member of National Honor So-
ciety at Nokomis High School.

Kristen is involved in many 
extracurricular clubs and orga-
nizations at Nokomis High 
School, as well as athletic com-
petition in volleyball, basket-
ball and softball.

Among the clubs she is in-
volved in is German Club, Sci-
ence Club, Student Council, 
FCCLA, Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, N Club, and yearbook.

She currently holds leader-
ship positions in most of these 

organizations for this current 
school year.

Outside of school, Kristen is 
a member of the St. Louis Youth 
Ministry Evangelists group 
through St. Louis Catholic 
Church in Nokomis and is a lec-
tor and Eucharistic minister at 
the church.

She also volunteers for the 
Montgomery County Cancer 
Association and previously for 
the physical therapy depart-
ment at Taylorville Memorial 
Hospital.

After high school, she plans 
to attend Bradley University in 
Peoria to study physical thera-
py. After working her way to a 
Doctoral degree, she plans to 
begin work as a physical thera-
pist.

Olivia Taylor, daughter of Jeff 
Sanders and Brianna Coss, is a 
member of National Honor So-
ciety at Nokomis High School.

Olivia has been active in FC-
CLA, Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, Student Council, N 

Club, and German Club.
She has also been part of the 

volleyball team.
Regarding volunteer work, 

she has helped with tutoring, as 
well as work with any activities 
involving suicide prevention, 
AVM awareness, and Camren’s 
Causes.

After high school, Olivia 
plans to attend Maryville Uni-
versity to pursue a degree in 
nursing.

National Honor Society: 
Kristen Stauder and Olivia Taylor

Kristen Stauder

Olivia Taylor

JAKE LEONARD
STAFF REPORTER

With a variety of issues 
ranging from aging infrastruc-
ture to potential price gouging 
for wholesale water, the village 
of Coalton held a special meet-
ing on Wednesday, Apr. 28 at 
the village hall. There were 22 
residents in attendance, in-
cluding that of outgoing village 
president Rick Cearlock, clerk 
Kay Cook, treasurer Sandy 
Jachino, and trustees Steve 
Lee, Steve Kimbro, Mary Spei-
er, Rodney Eller and Mike Ha-
vera. Not present was opera-
tions superintendent Tom 
Gonet, who called for the 
meeting.

A representative from EJ 
Water Cooperative, Eric Emer-
ick, made a presentation to 
those in attendance, explain-
ing the history of the not-for-
profit cooperative before going 
through the options for the vil-

lage to consider.
Factors leading to current 

options
Multiple events over the 

past several years ultimately 
led to the village weighing their 
options for future water pur-
chases due to various compli-
cations.

The village, in past years, 
have been forced to pay exces-
sive sums of money to the City 
of Nokomis as a result of aging 
manhole linings and storm 
sewer leakage which has end-
ed up going to the wastewater 
plant less than a mile away. The 
village has been gradually pay-
ing on their past due balance, 
which is roughly in the range of 
$150,000 to $180,000.

A prior plan to have the City 
of Witt supply water to Coalton 
was discussed for several 
months, but would later fall 
through following complica-

Coalton considers 
options for water service

See COALTON on PAGE 11
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JAKE LEONARD PHOTO

EJ Water Cooperative representative Eric Emerick presents options 
to residents of the Village of Coalton during a special meeting on 
Wednesday, Apr. 28 at the village hall.

tions with Witt’s aging water 
system.

In the past few years, infra-
structural repairs have been 
made, but not to the level they 
would prefer due to limited 
funds.

A serious factor in poten-
tially pursuing alternative op-
tions lies in a recent proposal 
by the Nokomis City Council to 
increase the village’s water 
rates from $6.48 per 1,000 gal-
lons to $7 for the same volume.

In the meeting, three op-
tions were presented to those 
present.

Option 1: No implemented 
changes

A lot of the village’s chal-
lenges are related to multiple 
factors: no rate sustainability 
from the City of Nokomis, in-
creasing capital costs, further 
increased regulations by the 
Illinois Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (IEPA), and a de-
clining population and tax 
base. A conservative estimate 
of making improvements to re-
place water meters, refurbish-
ing both wastewater liftsta-
tions, lining of manholes, and 
setting GPS for all water and 
wastewater infrastructure will 
run the village between 
$235,000 to $265,000 with an 
undetermined time frame for 
completion.

In this option, the village 
would be able to implement 

upgrades as necessary and as it 
breaks. However, this means 
that Coalton’s water rates, 
which usually has an average 
minimum cost of $25, may 
have to increase rates as No-
komis continues to make in-
creases. Without the timely 
appropriate upgrades within 
the village, they could poten-
tially be in as much legal trou-
ble with IEPA as Nokomis cur-
rently is.

The other solution is to fix 
all of the infrastructure at the 
specified costs in a timely 
manner, but the downside 
would result in an increase of 
water bills of roughly $10 per 
month. It was not specified as 
to whether this would be a 
temporary or permanent price 
increase.

Option 2: Purchasing water 
wholesale from EJ Water

Option 2 shares the same 
challenges as the first, but of-
fers a timeline for project com-
pletion. The project would take 
a period of one year for com-
pletion at an estimated cost of 
$170,000. Most of the money 
and time is dedicated to envi-
ronmental and engineering 
studies, with the actual infra-
structural work lasting up to 
two months.

The village has the same 
solutions to ponder, with 
monthly bills increasing from 
$10 to $12 per month.

Some advantages to this op-
tion includes a competitive 

wholesale rate rivaling No-
komis’ current rates, water that 
is already softened without all 
the excessive chemicals and 
the village would become a 
member of the cooperative. 
This means any of the village’s 
customers could run for EJ Wa-
ter’s board of directors.

Some area communities 
currently utilize this option.

Option 3: Partnering/merg-
ing operations with EJ Water

Several of EJ Water’s cus-
tomers have pursued this op-
tion, sometimes upgrading 
from purchasing water whole-
sale from the company.

This option shares the same 
challenges as the other two op-
tions, with an in-depth solu-
tion in garnering a partnership.

With implementation of a 
partnership, there would be a 

three-year rate freeze effective 
July 1, with rate increases de-
pendent on the Consumer 
Price Index afterward, with 
rate increases ranging from 1 
percent to 6 percent. Water 
bills, which would be pro-
cessed by EJ Water, would have 
an accurate breakdown of $13 
for water and $12 for wastewa-
ter per 1,000 gallons. Overage 
costs per additional 1,000 gal-
lons would be recorded as 
$7.50 for water and $6.50 for 
wastewater. This rate freeze 
would run through July 1, 2024.

Capital costs will be spread 
evenly over a set distance of 
12,500 meters. This includes an 
estimated investment of 
roughly $1 million to make 
much-needed upgrades, con-
struction of a water tower and 
free water at the village hall up 

to 4,000 gallons per month. It 
also includes costs to install 
monitoring software for the lift 
stations and water tower, as 
well as connecting the village’s 
water system to EJ Water. Fur-
ther investments in generators 
for the lift stations are also 
planned.

With partnership, residents 
would be able to become 
members and receive a variety 
of benefits including a plethora 
of ways to pay water bills.

Should there be any issues 
within the water system, there 
would be no liability or respon-
sibility on the part of the vil-
lage.

Also mentioned was that EJ 
Water would take on any exist-
ing debt the village has regard-
ing water operations. They 
would, in turn, refinance the 
debt with USDA Rural Devel-
opment and/or CoBank at low-
er-than-normal loan interest 
rates, resulting in further cost 
savings to invest in their proj-
ects.

The village is planning to 
hold another meeting at an-
other date to accommodate 
residents who could not attend 
the first meeting.

EJ Water currently services 
Witt, Irving, Coffeen and Mont-
gomery County Rural Water in 
Montgomery County.

Coalton: Village weighs options for affordable water usage
Continued from Page 1

Join Master Naturalist, Beth Groves, and Horticulture
Educator, Andrew Holsinger, for a virtual tree walk on
Wednesday, May 12 at 2 p.m. via Zoom. Beth and Andrew
will cover the basic identification of native tree species in
Bremer Sanctuary in Hillsboro, IL. They will discuss
summer identification using leaves, looking at buds, bark,
fruits, branch habitat, and other features available now.

Register by May 10 at go.illinois.edu/cjmm or call
Montgomery County Extension Office at 217-532-3941. If
you need reasonable accommodation to participate in this
program, please call 217-532-3941.

Holthaus Heating & Appliance would like to wish a
Happy Mother's Day to all mom's on their special day!
Stop in for a great selection of small Kitchen Aid appliances!

Holthaus Heating & Appliance would like to wish a

Stop in for a great selection of small Kitchen Aid appliances!Stop in for a great selection of small Kitchen Aid appliances!

HOLTHAUS HEATING & APPLIANCE
207 S. Locust Pana, IL • 217-562-3631
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