
ABC sticking to its story as ‘abuse’ doubts mount

SOURCE: ABC

ABC Indonesia correspondent 
George Roberts says the footage 
of “severe” burns “appears to 
back up the claims of mistreat-
ment that were first made by the 
asylum-seekers … a fortnight ago”

Footage obtained by the ABC, which purports to show burns on the hands of 
asylum-seekers whose boat was turned back to Indonesia by the Australian navy 
on January 6. The asylum-seekers claim navy personnel punched and beat
them, and forced them hold on to hot pipes on the boat’s engine

Navy chief Vice Admiral Ray Griggs says the claims are “baseless”, with his 
defence of navy personnel setting off a Twitter storm on Wednesday 

Dean Frenkel, a regular contributor to the ABC’s The Drum, responds

NICK LEYS
BRENDAN NICHOLSON

THE ABC has defended its edi-
torial processes against a rising
tide of criticism of its reports that
Australian navy personnel beat
and burned asylum-seekers dur-
ing a tow-back operation earlier
this month.

This is despite strongassertions
from the government and the
Australian Defence Force that the
claimsareunfoundedandanother
television network, Seven, treat-
ing the asylum-seekers’ alle-
gations with much greater scepti-
cism a fortnight earlier.

The reports, by ABC Indonesia
correspondent George Roberts,
featured prominently on the net-
work’s radio, television and online
platforms on Wednesday. They
centred on video footage of the
asylum-seekers receiving treat-
ment for burned and blistered
hands at a medical facility in
Kupang, West Timor.

The asylum-seekers claimed
the burns were a result of being
forced to hold hot engine pipes by
navy personnel. They also alleged
they were badly beaten by navy
personnel before their boat was
turned back to Rote Island on
New Year’s Day.

‘‘This video and the version of
events given by Indonesian police
appears (sic) to back up the claims
of mistreatment first made by the
asylum-seekers when they spoke
to the ABC a fortnight ago,’’ Rob-
erts said in a video report.

ABC news director Kate
Torney yesterday defended the
reports. ‘‘These claims are indeed
difficult to verify and we have re-
ported that too, along with Immi-
gration Minister Scott Morrison’s
emphatic denials,’’ she said.

But the claims, which were also
broadcast to the Asia-Pacific re-
gion on the ABC’s Australia Net-
work service, have been emphati-
cally denied by the head of the
navy, Vice Admiral Ray Griggs,
and the government. Former
Labor foreign minister Bob Carr
told Sky News last night the
claims should be tested but he was
‘‘disinclined to think that these are
the things that Australian service
people would do’’.

Tony Abbott, who last year ac-
cused the ABC of showing ‘‘very
poor judgment’’ over its deal with
The Guardian to air claims Austra-
lia spied on Indonesia in 2009,
said on Wednesday there was ‘‘ab-
solutely no evidence’’ the alle-
gationsofmistreatmentwere true.

Yesterday, The Australian re-
vealed that two of the asylum-
seekers were already suffering
burns when navy personnel inter-
cepted the boat, possibly caused
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WIKILEAKS PARTY MISSION

Aussie
activists
plan new
Syria trip
EXCLUSIVE

RICK MORTON

John Shipton Jamal Daoud

THE Australian WikiLeaks
Party, which met Syrian dictator
and alleged war criminal Bashar
al-Assad in an act of ‘‘solidarity’’
last month, is organising a second
trip to the war-torn country with
the help of regime officials.

As UN-backed peace talks in
Switzerland descended into dis-
array yesterday after the release
of 55,000 photos purportedly
showing 11,000 tortured and slain
prisoners of the regime, The Aus-
tralian learned that at least three
members of the party — includ-
ing chief executive John Shipton,
the father of Julian Assange, and
western Sydney activist Jamal
Daoud — had been in talks with
Syrian Health Minister Saad
Abdel-Salamal-Nayef tomounta
‘‘humanitarian’’ campaign at Eas-
ter. The WikiLeaks group hopes
to raise about $40,000 to buy
medicine, prompting warnings
from Foreign Minister Julie
Bishop about getting involved,
again, in the bloody conflict.

‘‘It is illegal under Australian
law for any Australian to fight,
provide funding, training, or
supply weapons to either side of
the conflict in Syria,’’ Ms Bishop
said. ‘‘Regardless of the legality,
WikiLeaks’ decision to pay a visit
to the Syrian regime demon-
strated an extraordinary lack of
judgment.

‘‘The Australian government
strongly advises Australians not
to travel to Syria because of the
extremely dangerous security
situation, highlighted by ongoing
military conflict, kidnappings and
terrorist attacks.’’

Mr Shipton and Mr Daoud
were among a delegation that
held a meeting with Assad and
Syrian Information Minister
Omran al-Zoubi in December, at
which they they were told an
apparently false story about re-
spected Sydney sheik Fedaa al-
Majzoub being responsible for
the kidnapping of 100 civilians
during a massacre in the Latakia
region.

That delegation also included
Sydney University political econ-
omist Tim Anderson, who is a
member of the Hands Off Syria
group, which has since had a fall-
ing out with the WikiLeaks Party
over claims Hands Off Syria was
interested only in meeting offic-
ialsandnot orphansandrefugees.

The WikiLeaks group plans to
travel with Catholic nun Agnes
Mariam de la Croix, who alleg-
edly has ties to the Assad regime
and recently released a 50-page
report claiming footage of chemi-
cal weapons attacks was fake.

The UN has found over-
whelming evidence that only the
Syrian regime was capable of
such attacks.

Mr Shipton said ‘‘heinous alle-
gations’’ — such as the release of
the massive cache of photos this

week — were ‘‘not sound judg-
ment of the qualities of Assad’’.

‘‘That story has already crum-
bled,’’ Mr Shipton said.

‘‘I would not wish to trivialise
the fortunes of those men in those
photos, but the acts of bestiality of
the routed opposition forces have
rivalled the Nazis.’’

The WikiLeaks Party polled
0.62 per cent of the national vote
at the September federal election.

WikiLeaks Party National
Council member Gail Malone
wrote a post on the group’s web-
site yesterday describing the tor-
ture photos — assessed as cred-
ible by three international
criminal lawyers — as ‘‘instant
bollocks’’ and ‘‘a scam’’.

Ms Malone was helping to
organise the next trip to Syria, Mr
Shipton said.

He said the group would help
replace items such as an MRI
scanner at a hospital, which could
not be fixed due to international
sanctions.

‘‘I do not believe the Australian
government will get in the way, or
that we as a community are that
wretched to stop this,’’ he said.

Peace talks brokered by the
UN turned to farce in Geneva this
week and there is little hope of
movement as they end tomorrow.

Continued on Page 6

Carr disputes torture as Jakarta rallies navy
EXCLUSIVE

PAUL MALEY
NATIONAL SECURITY
CORRESPONDENT

FORMER foreign minister Bob
Carr has cast doubt on claims by
asylum-seekers of torture at the
hands of the Australian navy, say-
ing allegations levelled by
‘‘desperate people’’ trying to gain
access to Australia should be
treated sceptically.

The comments came as Indo-
nesian media reported claims
Jakarta had begun moving its
naval ships to its southern waters
in response to the Abbott govern-
ment’s policy of turning asylum
boats back to Indonesia.

The Jakarta Post quoted air
force chief spokesman Hadi Tjah-
janto as saying four radar stations
had been trained on Australia. ‘‘If
we notice any border violations,
our air base in Makassar (in Sul-
awesi) will be ready. Australia is
reachable from there,’’ Air Com-
modore Tjahjanto said.

A second official, navy chief

spokesman Untung Suropati, clai-
med a variety of vessels including
frigates, fast torpedo craft, cor-
vettes and maritime patrol craft
were headed towards the mari-
time border with Australia. ‘‘All
the ships are on the move, patrol-
ling the waters,’’ he said.

Mostof Jakarta’sdefenceassets
are trained to Indonesia’s north,

the direction from which any
threat is most likely to emerge. In-
donesia has traditionally devoted
few of its military resources to
guarding its southern approaches,
with Indonesian defence strat-
egists long of the view that Aus-
tralia poses no threat. If true, the
reposturing represents a sig-
nificant escalation in tensions.

Australian National University
associate professor Greg Fealy
said the claims were ‘‘plausible’’.

‘‘It seems to me that this is an
overreaction,’’ Professor Fealy, an
Indonesia expert, told The Aus-
tralian. ‘‘But if you get that kind of
talk in the mainstream media,
either they’ve got wind of what the
defence department’s doing, or
the defence department is res-
ponding to them.’’

Yesterday, Mr Carr said the
claims levelled against the navy,
which included allegations that as
many as seven asylum-seekers
had been forced to hold burning
metal pipes, had to be tested. He
expressed scepticism, saying evi-
dence needed to be produced.

Continued on Page 2
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Repaired, refuelled
and returned: new
turnback claims

EXCLUSIVE

PETER ALFORD
JAKARTA CORRESPONDENT

A PAKISTANI asylum-seeker
who was returned with 35 others
to Java on December 27 claims
two Australian navy officers
steered their boat towards the
Indonesia coast for 14 hours.

Ali Muhammad says the
passengers were attempting to
reach Christmas Island when
their fishing boat was
intercepted, repaired, refuelled

and steered back by the navy.
Australian authorities refuse

to confirm any incidents but The
Australian understands at least
five and possibly seven boats
have been turned back.

Mr Ali claims the Australian
officers told them they would be
taken to Christmas Island.
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Abbott optimistic about ‘fragile’ recovery
DENNIS SHANAHAN
DAVOS

TONY Abbott has launched an
optimistic, ambitious agenda for
Australia’s year as the head of the
world’s premier economic forum,
to build on a ‘‘fragile’’ growth by
encouraging business to invest
and create jobs.

In keeping with the Prime
Minister’s intention to deliver a
practical outcome from the G20
meeting in Brisbane in Novem-
ber, the object is to slim down the
subjects to be considered and pro-
vide a narrower focus.

In the keynote address to the
WorldEconomicForuminSwitz-
erland overnight, Mr Abbott said
that, at thestart of2014, ‘‘it’s easier
to be optimistic’’.

‘‘In the United States, econ-
omic growth is set to rise from un-
der 2 per cent to almost 3 per cent,
with a million jobs created in the
last year. China’s growth is mod-
erating but likely to remain over
7 per cent. Even the eurozone is
finally growing again.’’

MrAbbottwarned that ‘‘the re-
covery remains fragile’’.

‘‘The challenge, everywhere, is
to promote sustainable, private
sector-led growth and employ-
ment and to avoid government-
knows-best action for action’s
sake,’’ he said.

‘‘It’s worth noting, if only to re-
mind ourselves of the good that
can be done, that in the past few
decades more has been achieved
to reduce poverty than in any
other period in history.’’

Mr Abbott, chairman of the
G20 forum, noted that in the fel-
low member nations of China, In-
dia and Indonesia, ‘‘many hun-
dreds of millions (of people) have
been lifted from subsistence to
the middle class’’.

He said these successes were
helped by technological change
but the key was for business in-
vestment and smaller govern-

ment to provide sustainable
growth. Mr Abbott warned that
the global financial crisis had not
been a failure of markets but ‘‘of
governance’’.

At the World Economic Fo-
rum, Mr Abbott has held meet-
ings with G20 leader David Cam-
eronofBritainandJapan’sShinzo
Abe. ‘‘The challenge, as we con-
tinue to work through the weak-
nesses that brought on the crisis,
is to strengthen governance with-
out suppressing the vitality of
capitalism,’’ he said. ‘‘The crisis,
after all, has not changed any of
the basic laws of economics.’’

Echoing his election themes
Continued on Page 4
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Peace conference
deadlocked over
fate of Assad

MONTREUX: Syria’s peace
conference moved into a second
day with the warring sides
showing no willingness to
compromise as global powers
seek to engineer talks on ending
the bloodshed.

The biggest push yet to end
the conflict was marked by fiery
exchanges on day one as the
regime and the opposition
clashed over President Bashar
al-Assad’s fate. Underscoring
the Syrian disunity, al-Qa’ida
chief Ayman al-Zawahiri
released an audio message
yesterday calling for an end to
clashes between the groups of
jihadists and other Islamists
fighting to oust the regime.

Branding the opposition
‘‘traitors’’ and foreign agents,
Syrian officials insisted Assad
would not give up power, while
the opposition said he must step
down and face trial. US
Secretary of State John Kerry
insisted Assad could not be part
of any transitional government.
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Thomson brothel files found
FRAUD investigators probing
the illegal use of Craig Thomson’s
union-issued credit cards have
found records from brothels and
escort agencies to support their
case, according to a raft of
evidence against the former
Labor MP.

Melbourne magistrate Charlie
Rozencwajg, who will decide
whether Mr Thomson deceived
the Health Services Union by al-
legedly using its credit cards to
pay for personal expenses while
he was HSU national secretary,

yesterday received witness state-
ments from former prostitutes,
escort agency operators and
other sex industry figures.

Among the documents ten-
dered to the court was evidence
from Nelson Da Silva, who pre-
viously ran a brothel in Surry
Hills, Sydney. He told police he
had found a job sheet for a credit
card transaction in June 2005
that matched a $418 charge on Mr
Thomson’s HSU MasterCard.

FULL REPORT P5



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /ENU (News Limited Acrobat Distiller V6 standard Distiller settings. Revised 17/02/05)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [742.677 1065.827]
>> setpagedevice


