
Microsoft ready to admit defeat with Windows 8
MURAD AHMED

MICROSOFT plans to cut its
losses on Windows 8, the latest
version of software that runs most
of the world’s computers, jettison-
ing the brand in a bid to appease
millions of disgruntled users.

Industry sources say the
world’s biggest software company
will announce a new operating
system, codenamed Threshold, in
April. It is understood that ult-
imately Microsoft will call the sys-
tem Windows 9 — a move,

nonetheless, away from the Win-
dows 8 brand that executives be-
lieve has become irreparably
damaged by poor sales and scath-
ing customer reviews.

The company will also make a
number of changes to the system’s
design and functionality. It will go
on sale in 2015, far earlier than
many anticipated.

It is only 15 months since the
launch of Windows 8, described as
a bold reinvention of the bestsell-
ing software. Instead of inviting
users toclick on icons andboxes, it
features big, colourful on-screen

tiles that are meant to be touched.
It was intended to transform
Microsoft into a player on mobile
phones and tablets.

Yet the company’s changes
have alienated many who had
become familiar with the original
software.

Last year Microsoft offered a
free upgrade, called Windows 8.1,
in a response to the criticism.

Analysts said Windows 8 was
also struggling because it offered
far fewer apps than rivals such as
Android, Google’s software for
mobiles, and Apple devices.

According to NetMarket-
Share, the overall share of Win-
dows 8 is 10 per cent. Sales of Win-
dows 7, its predecessor, however,
continue to rise.

Company sources insisted they
were encouraged by the range of
new devices being released this
year that run Windows 8. But
executives are understood to be
increasingly concerned about the
lack of uptake for Windows 8 on
mobile devices. They believe a
failure to break into this market
could be disastrous.

THE TIMES

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR LOYAL CUSTOMERS  
M·A·C TAKES PROTECTING YOU FROM FAKE PRODUCTS VERY SERIOUSLY. 

WE VALUE YOUR SUPPORT IN ENSURING YOU RECEIVE THE PRODUCT QUALITY  
AND SAFETY STANDARDS YOU DESERVE.

PLEASE SHOP ONLINE, 
VISIT OUR ARTISTS IN-STORE FOR THE AUTHENTIC M·A·C EXPERIENCE, 

OR OUR TRUSTED RETAIL PARTNERS MYER AND DAVID JONES.
MACCOSMETICS.COM.AU/AUTHENTICMAC

THE NATION 3THE AUSTRALIAN, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2014
www.theaustralian.com.au

This week in

PERSONAL OZ
Cars & Gadgets

PERSONAL OZ
Health & Fitness
Sugar hits: are our
kids addicted?

T O M O R RO W

F R I D A Y

A PLUS

The best of the 
Detroit motor show

REVIEW

Four stars for The 
Wolf of Wall Street

This year’s models:
2014’s standout
new cars

In the

S A T U R D A Y

Founder
of Two
Dogs dies
in Bali
MARK SCHLIEBS

Duncan MacGillivray

ALCOPOP entrepreneur
Duncan MacGillivray, who led
the clean-food marketing move-
ment on Kangaroo Island, has
died of a suspected heart attack
in Bali. He was aged 66.

The respected South Austra-
lianbusinessman washolidaying
with his family on the Indo-
nesian tourist island when he
died on Monday.

Mr MacGillivray has left be-
hind a string of successful busi-
nesses, the most famous ofwhich
was the popular Two Dogs
alcoholic lemonade he began
selling in 1993. He sold the busi-
ness two years later.

He also established Longview
Wines, along with an associated
vineyard and function centre
near his Adelaide Hills home,
but later sold the business.

Most recently, he has been
managing director of KI Pure
Grain, which stores and exports
premium cereals grown by Kan-
garoo Island farmers.

A family spokesman said his
death was a loss to the state.

‘‘Duncan worked tirelessly to
promoteall thingsSouthAustra-
lian and was generous with his
time and expertise in charitable
pursuits, most notably as chair-
man and patron of Adelaide’s
Hutt St Centre, supporting the
homeless,’’ the spokesman said.

Premier Jay Weatherill said
he last spoke to the businessman
shortly before he flew to Bali.

‘‘I’m utterly shocked and
deeply saddened,’’ Mr Weather-
ill said. ‘‘We’ve lost a great
pioneer for the food industry.’’

Opposition Leader Steven
Marshall said Mr MacGillivray
was extremely generous in giv-
ing back to the community.

‘‘Duncan’s passion and en-
thusiasm for all things South
Australian was second to none
and he will be greatly missed by
many,’’ Mr Marshall said.

Mr MacGillivray is survived
by his wife, Oopy, adult children
Alice and Hugh, and younger
sons Angus and Max.

Payout win for disabled on $1 an hour
EXCLUSIVE

RICK MORTON
SOCIAL AFFAIRS WRITER

THOUSANDS of intellectually
disabled employees who were
paid as little as $1 an hour while
working for sheltered workshops
under a faulty government wage-
assessment scheme will soon have
access to a one-off payment.

Assistant Social Services Min-

ister Mitch Fifield will today an-
nounce a fund for more than
10,000 people with intellectual
disabilities who were working, or
are working, for government-
subsidised businesses called Aus-
tralian Disability Enterprises on
discriminatory wages.

But there’s a catch. No em-
ployee or former employee who
currently has an action before the
courts will be able to access the
fund.

Although details of the pay-
ments won’t be available immedi-

ately, The Australian understands
the fund will be worth tens of mil-
lions of dollars.

The full Federal Court found in
December 2012 the government-
designed wage assessment tool,
called the Business Services Wage
Assessment Tool, was ‘‘artificial
and theoretical’’ in that it bore no
resemblance to productivity
benchmarks in the private sector.

‘‘In my view, the criticism of
BSWAT is compelling,’’ judge
John Buchanan said at the time.

The former Labor government

subsequently asked the Austra-
lian Human Rights Commission
during the caretaker period ahead
of the September election for a
three-year exemption on finding a
better wage tool, a request which
has yet to be considered.

Senator Fifield said the fund
would make payments to those
with intellectual disabilities who
have had their wages assessed
using BSWAT and claim to have
experienced economic loss as a
result. ‘‘The scheme will deliver
certainty for these employees,

their families and carers, as well as
their employers, while the impli-
cations of the BSWAT court deci-
sions are worked through,’’ he told
The Australian.

‘‘The Australian government’s
priority is to ensure minimal dis-
ruption to the employment of
these supported employees.’’

The first round of court action
wasbrought byMichael Nojinand
Gordon Prior. Mr Nojin, who has
cerebral palsy and an intellectual
disability, was earning $1.85 an
hour doing tasks such as docu-

ment shredding while Mr Prior,
who is legally blind and has a mild
intellectual disability, was earning
less than $3 an hour doing garden-
ing work at the time.

There are about 190 not-for-
profit ADEs — formerly known as
sheltered workshops — across
Australia, typically employing a
mixture of people with disabilities
in gardening, cleaning, laundry
and packaging work.

The Coalition fund to be
announced today won’t be
available to anybody who

currently has proceedings in the
courts for back-pay.

A representative action cover-
ing almost all intellectually dis-
abled employees who were
BSWAT-assessed was filed in the
Federal Court in December and is
due for a directions hearing next
month.

Any one of the approximately
10,000 people covered in that
action would need to opt out in
writing if they wished to access a
payment under Senator Fifield’s
scheme, which begins in July.

Little birdy chirps question: the answer’s in the dancer

JAMES CROUCHER

Broome dancer Dalisa Pigram sought the counsel of her grandfather, Patrick Dodson, to find inspiration for her solo piece, Gudirr Gudirr, which opens tomorrow at the Sydney Festival

TIM DOUGLAS

WHEN Broome dancer Dalisa
Pigram was scouring for inspi-
ration for her latest work, she
sought the counsel of a familiar
source: her grandfather.

That her 65-year-old Pop hap-
pens to be Patrick Dodson, one of
the country’s most respected indi-

genous leaders, goes some way to
explaining the issues with which
Pigram grapples in Gudirr Gudirr,
a solo dance work opening this
week at the Sydney Festival.

‘‘ I knew what I wanted to say in
making a piece about change in
indigenous Australia,’’ she said.
‘‘So my pop suggested I start with
the little shore bird, who calls
when the tide changes, as a seed of

an idea. He’s a philosopher,
really.’’

The dance work, on which she
and dance studio Marrugeku
have collaborated with artist
Vernon Ah Kee, takes its name
from the sound made by the snipe
shore bird; its ‘‘gudirr gudirr’’ is a
known feature of the northern
West Australian coast.

‘‘Gudirr Gudirr is a warning cry

to a people facing the complexity
of cultural change. I am not inter-
ested in making work that doesn’t
have some kind of meaning,’’
Pigram said of the piece that also
charts the issues of suicide and re-
tention of indigenous languages.

The latter is something close to
her heart. Pigram is the Yawuru
language teacher at the public
school in Broome. ‘‘I’ve spent the

last 10 or 11 years learning from an
elder, who recently passed. But to
have spent time learning from
him is a great privilege because
my father’s and mother’s gener-
ation never had the opportunity
to speak language,’’ she said.
‘‘There’s a great knowledge gap
between them and, say, my chil-
dren’s generation.

‘‘I teach150primaryschool stu-

dents language, and I feel it’s im-
portant they learn it, and not just
indigenous kids.’’

Dodson attended Gudirr Gud-
irr’s opening performance in
Broome last year. ‘‘He was very
proud,’’ says Pigram.

The work opens at Carriage-
works tomorrow.

ARTS P14

Handy remedy for checkout fumble
THE days of rooting around for
cash or cards at the checkout may
soon be over, with the invention of
a ‘‘vein-reading’’ system that
allows customers to make pay-
ments with the palm of their hand.

PulseWallet takes a scan of a
customer’s palm using technology
developed by Japanese manufac-
turer Fujitsu called Palm Secure.
At first instance, customers must
swipe their credit card into the
device. It will then ask them to
place their hand over a sensor that
takes a scan of veins in their palm.
From then on, the scan will be as-

sociated with their credit cards, so
to purchase an item people place
their hand on a PulseWallet
reader and the payment is made.

The service fits a trend to use
biometric information — identify-
ing people through individual
physical traits — as a way for them
to use their gadgets.

‘‘What we aim to do is make
payments easy and secure for
everyone,’’ said Aimann Rasheed,
chief executive of PulseWallet.
‘‘By adding biometrics, we’re tak-
ing a step that is more inclusive, as
well as easier and faster, so we be-

lieve people will want to adopt it.’’
Experts expect the system to

take off, with consumers welcom-
ing any service that reduces the
time they spend at tills, while also
providing added security. It is
thought to be almost impossible to
forge a vein scan.

Other companies are also look-
ing at ways of using biometric
technology. Apple has released a
system called ‘‘Touch ID’’ on its
latest iPhone that recognises
fingerprints to authenticate the
owner’s identity.
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