
MARKETPLACE

Real Estate

Classifieds

2016 Active Aging Guide

ANCHOR PLUS

Member Benefits

Digital Paper

Locals explore Friends of the
Green Bay Trail butterfly
hatchery

Home  / Life & Arts

A Monarch butterfly prepares to take flight in the hatchery.
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The Friends of the Green Bay Trail held an open house to showcase the group’s

butterfly hatchery Saturday morning, Sept. 3.
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Volunteers were on hand to explain the life cycle of butterflies and point out the empty

chrysalises, three fully grown monarch butterflies, and several caterpillars that were

housed in the hatchery. The adult butterflies were released throughout the morning.

“We drag people up off the trail [when butterflies are released],” Friends of the Green

Bay Trail founder Betsy Leibson said. “We want people to see them and know about

them.”

Butterfly-themed crafts were also on hand for children who visited the trail, with

baggies of colorful cereal, beads, and pipe cleaners available to create the creatures.

“Kids love nature, they’re immediately attracted to it,” Board of Directors member

Diane Greening said. “And you appreciate it more the more you know about it.”

Leibson said that this is the third year the Friends have hosted an event showcasing the

hatchery, which is run in partnership with the Glencoe Park District. The event is

intended to educate the public about pollinating animals and insects and raise

awareness about butterfly habitats and population decline.

The hatchery hosts between 20 and 30 monarch and swallowtail butterflies each year,

Leibson said. The Friends plant milkweed and other plants necessary for butterflies to

survive and lay eggs along the trail, half of which are purchased each year and half of

which are raised in the park district greenhouse.

Friends volunteers then collect milkweed leaves with butterfly eggs on them and place

them in the hatchery enclosure so that visitors can watch them hatch into caterpillars

and go through metamorphosis to become butterflies. The hatchery is in opera tion

between mid-June and September.

The Friends of the Green Bay Trail also distributed information about their efforts to

remove invasive plant species that harm local ecosystems, such as garlic mustard and

buckthorn. Greening said that buckthorn is especially common in Glencoe, because

many residents use it as a hedge for privacy.

“This is like buckthorn ground zero,” Greening said.

However, the plant’s early-opening leaves overshadow later-sprouting plants necessary

for pollinator life, like milkweed. Buckthorn roots also emit emodin, a chemical that



makes the surrounding soil toxic to other plants and nearby amphibian populations.

The Friends are working to educate residents about the effect of buckthorn and other

invasive plants and to replace those plants with native species.

Residents who want to support the Friends of the Green Bay Trail can either volunteer

to help with their work along the trail or make a monetary donation. These donations

help the Friends to hire professional help to make up for their current lack of

volunteers.

The Friends of the Green Bay Trail will also hold a fundraising event at the Chicago

Botanic Garden on Oct. 6.
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